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VO REWORD. 


I'm-: peculiar proceedings of the f ‘iiralois, Hodleian Library, Oxford, 
ol which lull paitieulnis shall he given in duo lime, have dislocated 
I ho oulci of my volumes. The*. Piospcetus had piomiscd that 
Tome' III. should contain detached oxlincls from the MS. known 
as die Worllcy-Montague, and dial No. IV. and part of No V. 
should compiise a lopmdueLion of the ten Tales (01 eleven, 
including “The Princess of 1 InryAlnh”), which have so long 
lam I'unoially atlrilmicd lo ITofcssm (lalland. Circumstances, 
howevei, wholly hnyond my control have now compelled me to 
devote the whole of this volume lo the Krouehmnn’s stories. 

II. will haitlly he doubled that foi a complete lecueil of The 
Nij'his a rclraiislaticm of the Gallandian Mstnires is necc.ssaty. 
The learned Profesxui Gustav Weil inhoduced them all, Ger¬ 
manised (iteuMy from the Kionrh, into the Diitloi Hand of his 

well known version Tanxund unci vine Naelil; and not a few 

leaden, of Mr. John l’aync's admiiahle translation (the Villon) 

toiupl.lined that they had bought it in order to see Ali Halm, 

Aladdin, and otheis translated into classical English, and that 
they much logrolled the absence of their old favomites. 

Hut the modus opemndi was my piime difficulty. I disliked 
die idea of an mini Itstic* hieak or change) in the style, cvei 

“TAelianl do nmdm mien eel air d'anliquM," 

and I aimed at ollcring to my renders a homogeneous sequel. 
AJy dost thought f<« Sevan mg iiui/brmily of Ucalroenl was lo 
louder the Kicneh text into Arabic, and then to iclranslate it into 
English. This pioces.s, howevei, when Uicd, was found wanting; 
so 1 made enquiries ui all diieetions for versions of the Gnllnndiati 
lusloiies which might have boon published in Peisian, Tmkish, or 
I liiuhistani. Though assisted hy the Pi nice of I.ondon lhbliopoles, 
voi.. x. c 
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Foreword. 


Ucinaid Quaiitch, I long failed to find my want: the vernacular 
in Persian and Turkish aie ti an slated diiocl from the Aiabic texts, 
and all ignoie the French stoiies At last a fiicnd, Cameion 
MacDowell, himself well known to the woikl of letters, sent mo 
from Bombay a quaint lithogiaph with quaintra lllustiations which 
contained all I requited. This was a vetsion of Totaiam Sh.tyan 
(No. HL), which intioduced the whole of the Gallandian Tales . 
better still, these were sufficiently Orientalised and divested of theii 
inordinate Gallicism, especially then longsomc dialogue, by being 
converted into Hindustani, the Uidit Zab.ln (camp or court language) 
of Upper India and the Lingua Fianca of the whole Peninsula. 

During one of my sundry visits to the JJiitish Museum, I was 
introduced by Mi. Alexander G Ellis to Mi. James V Blumhairll, 
of Camhiidge, who pointed out to me two other independent 
versions, one partly rhymed and partly in piose. 

Tluis fai my work was done foi me. Mr Blumhardt, a piaclical 
orientalist and teacher of the modern Praia it Longues, kindly 
undertook, at my icqucst, to englisli the Hindustani, collating, 
at the same time, the nval versions j and thus, at a moment when 
my health was at its woist, he saved me all trouble and labour 
except that of impiessing the manner with my own sign manual, 
and of illustrating the text, where lequited, with notes anlluo- 
pological and other. 

Meanwhile, prut of my plan was modified by a visit to Pans 
in eaily 1887 At the Bibliotheque Nationale I had the ploasuie 
of meeting M. Hermann Zotcnbeig, keeput of Eastern maim 
sciipts, an Orientalist of high and vaued talents, and especially 
famous foi his admirable C/uoniquc dc Tallin. Happily for 
me, he had lately puichased foi the National Libtaiy, fiom a 
vendor who was utterly ignotant of its hisloiy, a MS. copy ol 
The Nights, containing the Aiabic oiiginals of Zayn al-Asnam 
and Alaeddin. The two volumes folio aie numbeied and docketed 
“ Supplement Aiabe, Nos. 2522-23”; they incasiiie 31 cent, by 20; 
Vol. 1. contains 411 folios (822 pages) and Vol ii. 402 (pp. 804); 
each page numbers fifteen lines, and each folio has its catehwoid. 
The papci is Fiench, English and Dutch, with tom to five ddleicnt 
marks, such as G. Gauliei , D. and C. Bl.uw; P10 Pallia and otheis 
The highly characteiistic writing, which is the same throughout the 
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lwo folios, is easily lecogmsed as llul of Michel (Miklufl) Sahhagh, 
(ho Sytian, auLlioi of the Colombo Menage re, published in Pans A.D. 
1805, and accompanied by a CiansUiLion by the celubiated SiLvcslie 
do Kaoy (Oncstomathie, lii. 365). Tins seiibe also copied, about 
1810, foi the same Onentahsi, the Ikliwun al-Safa. 

T need say nothing mote concerning this MS., which M. 
Zolenbeig pioposes to dcsciibe biblioginphically in volume xwiii, 
of Notices ct exit aits ties Ala n use/ its de hi Biblioth'equc ncUiona/e 
publics par PAcademic dcs insaiplwus ct belles let//a. And thoie 
will be a tiiago paifc of 200-300 copies entitled, Ihstoirc d’ ‘Aid 
al Din on La Tampc illervei/leusc, Tex/e A/a be, public par II. 
Zoknbcrg, Pans , Tmpiiinaie Nahonate, 1888; including a most 
impoitant eonli 1 bulion \—Sur qi/eiques Manuscrils dcs Millc ct uue 
Nutts ct hi traduction de GallandP 

The learned and genial aulhoi has favoured me with pioof 
sbeeLs of his labouis. It would be unfan to disclose the discoveiies, 
such as the Maiui.su ipt Journals in the Bibhothequc NaLionale 
(Nos. 15377 to 15280), which the illustrious Galland kept rcgulaily 
till llic end of his life, and his conversations with ,r M. Hanna, 
Miuonite d’Halep,” alias Jean Dipt (Dippy, a eouuption of Diab): 
suflicc it to say that they cast a dear and wholly oiiginaV light 
upon the provenance of eight of the Gallnndian histories. I can, 
howevci, piomi.se to all “Aladdmists” a nch harvest of facts which 
wholly displace those hithcilo assumed to be factual Put fot the 
satisfaction of my readers I am compelled to quote the colophon of 
M. Zotcn berg’s gieal “find” (vol. ii.), as it bcais upon a highly 
important question. 

"And the finishing llioieof was during the fust decade of J.imadi the 
Second, of the one thousand and one hundred and fifteenth year of the 
Ilcgit.rh (--A.D. by the transcription of the neediest of His slaves 
unto Almighty Allah, Ahmad bin Mohammed al-Taradi, in Baghdad 
City : lie was a Sli&fi’i of school, and a Mosul! by bath,anti a Baghdadi 
by residence, and lie wrote iL for his own use, and upon it lie imprinted 
his signet. So Allah save our lord Mohammed and his Kin and Com¬ 
panions and assain (hem I Knhtl.nj a " 

1 M. Zolcnberg empowered me to ollei his “ Aladdm ” Lo an " Onenl.it " 
publishing-house well known in London; and the iesult was the “no-piihlie” 
leply. The mint dying fact is Llinl Oriental studies arc now aL their wwlii in 
Cheat lhtUut, which is beginning to show so small in the Kaslcin Woild, 

> P N. of a Jmni who rules the insect-kingdom and who is invoked by scribes 
to muted their labours from the worm. 
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Now as this date coriesponds with A D 1703, whereas Galland 
did not begin publishing until 1704-1705, the original MS. of 
Ahmad al-Tarddf could not have been t> unsin led or adapted fiom 
the French, and although the tiansciiption by Mikhail Salibngh, 
writing in 1805-1810, may have intioducod modifications bon owed 
from Galland, yet the scrupulous fidelity of his copy, shown by 
sundiy matginal and other notes, lays the suspicion that changes of 
importance have been mtioduced by him. Remains now only to 
find Ihe original codex of Al-Tatadl. 

I have noticed in my translation sundiy passages which appear 
to betray the Chiistian hand; but these me mostly of scanty con* 
sequence in no wise affecting the genuineness of die text, 

The hisLory of Zayn al-Asnam was copied from the Sabbugh 
MS and sent to me by M. Houdas, Professcur d'Atabe vulgunc a 
I'Ecole des fatigues oricntalcs vivantes, an Arabist, whose name is 
favourably quoted in the Fiench Colonies of Noilhein Afiiea, 
M. Zotenherg kindly lent me Ins own tiansciiption of Alaeddiu 
before sending it to punt; and I can only icgict that (he dilatory 
proceedings of the Imprimene Nalionalc, an eslablishmeiU sup¬ 
ported by the State, and theiefoie ignoiing the trammels of 
private mciu&tiy, have prevented my revising tlie veision now 
submitted to the public This volume then begins with the 
two Gallandian Talcs, “Zeyn al-Asnam ” and “Aladdin,” whose 
Aiabic original was discovcted by M. Zolenberg duung the last 
year- although sepaiated m the Ficnch version, 1 Ivive bioughl 
them together foi the sake of umfotmily. The olhoi eight (or 
nine, including the Princess of Daiyabar), entitled— 

History of Khudadad and his Brothcis, and the Piineess 
of Daiyabar: 

„ „ the Blind Man, Baba Abdullah ; 

„ „ Sidi Nu’uman; 

„ „ Ivhwajah Hasan al-Habbal ; 

11 i) Ali Baba and the Forty 'I'lncvcs ; 

i> 11 Ali Ivhwajah and the Meichant of Baghdad ; 

>1 11 Piince Ahmad and the Faiiy Peri-Jlanu . 

„ i, the Two Sisters who envied their Caddie, 

are hoi rowed mainly from the Indian veision of ToUii.lm Shay.in. 
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And lioie I must quote the bibliogtaphical notices concerning 
the fiuiuliy veis»ions into Urdu or Hindustani which have been 
drawn up with gieat diligence by Mi. Blumhatdt. 

“The eailicst attempt to translate the Arabian Nights was made by 
Munsin Shams al-D'm Ahmad Shu'wam. A prose veision of the first 
two hundred Nights made by him ‘foi the use of the College at Fort 
St. Geoigo’ was lithographed at Madras in the year A.H, 1252 (A D. 
1836) and published in 8vo. volumes (pp. 517, 426) under the title 
‘ Ihkayat ool jalcelali 1 ’ (Iliktiyfit al-jalilali). The translation was 
made from an Arabic original but it docs not appear what edition 
was made use of. The translator had intended to bring out a version 
of the entire work, but states in his preface Lhat, .being unable to 
procure the Aiabic of the other Nights, lie could not proceed with the 
translation, and had to he content to publish only two hundred Nights, 
Tliis version does not appear to have become popular, for no other 
edition seems to have been published, And the author must not bo 
confounded with Shaykh Ahmad Shuw&ui, who, in A,D 1814, printed 
an Arabic edition of the Arabian Nights Entertainments (Calcutta, 
Poiciia) winch also slopped at No. CC. 

“The next translation was made by MunsliL ’Abd al-Karim,likewise 
in prose From the preface and colophon to this work it appeals that 
’Abd al-Karim obtained a copy of Edward Foster’s English veision of 
the Arabian Nights, and aftci two ycais’ labour completed a translation 
of the wholo work in A.H. 1258 (A.D. 1842). It was lithographed at 
the Mustafni Picss al Kfuipiir (Cawnpoie) in the year A.H. 1263 (A.D. 
1847) and published in four vols., in two royal 8vos, lithographed; each 
containing two Jitds (or pails, pp. 276, 274, 214 and 195). 

*' A second edition appeared from the same press in A.H. 1270 (A.D. 
1853) also in two vols. 8vo. of two Jild.s each (pp. 249, 245; 192, 17G). 
Since then several other editions have been published at Cawnpore, at 
Lakluiau 2 and also al Bombay This translation is wultcn in an easy 
fluent style, omitting all coarseness of expression or objectionable 
passages, in language easily understood, and at the same time in 
good and elegant Hindustani. It is therefore exliemcly popular, and 
selections from the 4U1 Jiltl have been taken as text books for the 
Indian Civil Service examinations. A Komani/cd Urdu veision of the 
fust two Jilds accouling to Duncan Forbes’ system of transliteration, 
was made ‘ tmdei the superintendence of T. W. H. ToJbort,' and 
published under the editorship of F. Pincott in London, by W. I-I. 


1 hoili name niul number suggest the “ Calc. Edit.” of 1S14. See “ Trans- 
laloi's Foreword," vol i , ail lei. Theie is nnothcr version of Llie fust two 
hundicd Nights, fiom the “ Calc. Edit." into Urdu by one llayd.n All, 1 vo). 
roy. Hvo hlhog. Calc, 1263 (1846).—It. E. B. 

2 “ Alf Leihdi " m Hindustani, 4 sols m 2, roy.il 8vo., lilhoguijihed, Lakh 11.m, 
1263 (1846).—K. E. B 
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. i r' ■„ on, j has heeii no attempt to divide (lus 

feoUne -a tided translation was taken ill hand by lotnuini Sli.iy.iu, 
at the instance ol Nmval Kislioie, the ivcll-Uow.. boeUe am 
publisher of Lucknow. The fast etl.Uen ut lb» lumsUtam - ' 
lithographed at Lucknow in the year A.H. i2«-l (AT>. l8 ” H > ■)"" 
published in a 4 to. vol of i.oSo pages under (he title ot Ila^fu IXu.la i. 
TotAiam Shay An has followed 'Abd al-Kanm sairai.gennmt oUhoxxhoh. 
work into four jilds, each of winch has a separate paginaUon (l>J>. .W. 
VO, 2i 2l and 32 4 ). The thiul Jild has 251 nights; the olhci Uueo af,o 
L td). The ti anslation is. virtually in prose, but it abounds 111 snatches 
of poctiy, songs and couplets taken fioin the writings of iVrsim. poolR, 
and hcieand theic a verse-rendering of bits of the himy. llus lituis- 
lation, though substantially agreeing in the main with Uud ol Abd 
al-Kanin, yet differs widely from it m the treatment. H is full ol 
flowery metaphms and is written in a rich ornate style, lull ot 1 oimuu 
and Arabic words and idioms, which reiideis it far less easy to nmloi- 
stand than the simple language of 'Abd al-Karhn, Some passages have 
been considerably enlarged and sometimes contain quite diltoumt 
reading from that of ’Abd al-Kaum, with occasional additional matter 
In other places descriptions have been much curtailed, so that although 
Die thread of the story' maybe the same 111 both translations it is hard to 
believe that the two translators woiked fiom the samo vcwrm. Unior- 
Innately, Total am ShAyAn makes no mention at all of Ihu source whence 
he made his tianslalion, whether English or Aialrns. Ibis linnslalhm 
leached Us fourth edition in i88j, aiul lias been published with (In: 
addition of several badly-executed ill 11-page illustrations evidently (alum 
from English prints. 

“ Vet another translation of The Nights has hecii made min Hindu¬ 
stani, and this a versified paraphrase, the work of llucc authors whose 
takliallus, or 110ms do plume, were as follows, ‘Nasim’ (kiuliainni.ul 
Asgliai Ali Klidn), translator of the fust Jild, ‘ Shayaii' (i'otiiram 
Sltaynn), who undertook the second and third jilds, and 1 2 Chain,m’ 
(SliAdi Lai) by whom the fourth and last Jild was translated, Tin 1 
work is complete in 1,244 Pages -do., and was lillrogiaplred at Luduiow; 
Jilds i.-iii. in A.H, 1278 (AD. 1862) and Jild iv. in 1285 (A.H iMp). 
This translation is also dhuled into Nights, differing slightly lumi Urn 
pi o 50 translation of Totdram Sli Ay an, as file fusljilil has 251 Nights 
and the otheis 250 each," 


1 'this is the " Alif” (') Leila, Tarjuma-i Alif (■) Lnilsi b.i ZiiImii i-Unlu (Do 
Jild, ln-liiufal-i-Viuop), .m Urdu liaiixUliuii of the Aiabi.ui Niglils, 
entirely in the Roman cli.u.icier, etc., etc,—R. I‘\ Ik 

2 t.e. Tlii. TIkuisiiuI Talcs. 
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And now I have only to end this necessarily diffuse Fore wot cl 
with my sinceiest thanks to Mi E J. W Gibb, who pennitted me 
to pnnt his veision of the Tuvktsh Zayn al-Asnam; and to 
Dt. Steingass who, dining my absence fiom England, kindly passed 
my pi oofs thiough the pi ess. 

RICHARD F. BURTON. 

SAURunnuNN-Romrsm, Styiiia. 

i5. ' a 7• 




The Tale oj Zayn al-Asnam . 


i 


JRoto to&cu it toner tfjc Join jj)imtoi a rti nito JRIuety-Mkiifli BiuM, 1 

Quoth Dunydzftd, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, tell 
us one of thy fair tales, so therewith we may cut short the waking 
horns of this om night ”; ancl quoth the King, “ Let it be 

THE TALE OF ZAYN AL-ASNAM 2 3 4 .” 


SiiaiirAzYd icplied :-With love and good will! It hath reached 

me, O King of the Age, that in Bassoi'ah-city 11 reigned a puissant 
Sultan, who was opulent exceedingly and. who owned all the goods 
of life; but lie lacked a child which might inherit his wealth and 
dominion. So, being sorely sorrowful on this account, he arose 
and fell to doing abundant alms-deeds to Fakirs and the common 
pool, to the Hallows and othei holy men and prayed then re¬ 
course Lo Allah Almighty, in Older that the Lotd (to whom belong 
Might and Majesty !) might of His grace bless him with issue. 
And the Compassionate accepted his prayer foi his alms to the 
Religious and deigned giant his petition, and one night of the 
nights aftei lie lay with the Queen she went away fiom him with 
child. Now as soon as the Sultan heard of the conception he 
icjoieed with exceeding gicat joyancc, and when the days of de¬ 
livery near diew he gathered togethci all the astrologers and sages 
who strike the sand-boaid, 1 and said to them, “Tis om desire 
that ye disclose ancl acquaint us anent the birth which is to he 


1 From the MS in the Bibliothfcquc Nation ale (Supplement Arab. No, 2523) 
vol. ii p. 82, verso to page 94, verso. The SistUS arc called DindriAd and Shall- 
r.t/.td, a style winch I nave not adopted. 

2 Tim old vciMons ie.ul “ Ornament (Adornment?) of the Statues," Zieulc tier 
Bddsaukn (WliI). I hold the nmiic to be elliptical, Zayn (nl-Din = Adornment ol 
The Faith and owner ol) nl-Asn.im = the Images. The omission of Al-Din in 
piopei names is veiy common ; eg FaUit (Al-Din) Al-IflaLlurt (Ifliklliii-al Din) 
and many otheis given by De Sacy (Chiest., i 30, and in the Treatise on Coffee 
by Abd al-K.ldn), So Al-Kivmal, Al-Imad, A1 -Balia, arc=Kama! al-IMn, etc., 
m Ilm KhalliKan, iii 493 Hanam, pioperly=an idol, is ]iopnlnily applied to all 
mljlicial figures of mail and beast I may note that wc must not call the hero, 
aftei Gal land’s fashion, unhappily adopted by Weil, tout bomtment “ Zayn,” 

3 Gall and persistently Antes “ Balsuiah," a European con upturn common in his 
"day, the childhood of Oucnlidisin in Em ope The Hindustani veisions liave 

“ r "‘‘ Iiansia,” which is woise 

4 Fm notes oil Goomnncy (Zaib Kami) see vol. in. night ccii. 
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born during the pic&cnt month whether it shall be male or 
Ann ale and what shall befall it horn the shifts of 'hn.e and what 
<M proceed fiom it" Thcicupon the gcomant.sts stiuclc thu 
sand-boards and the nstrophils asce.taincd then n^ondjnh and 
they drew the horoscope of the babe unborn, and sard to l u. 
sovran, “0 King of the Age and Lord of the lime and (he fide, 
verily the child to which the Queen shall piescntly give bn 111 will 
be a boy and'twill be light for thee to name lnm Zayn al-Asnum 
-Zavn of the Images." Then spake the gcomanlists, saying, 

“ Know, then, Ho thou the King, that this little one shall appim-e 
him when giown to man’s estate valiant and intelligent; but his 
davs shall happen upon sundry lioublcs and liavails, and yel il 
he doughtily fight against all occuucncc he shall become the 
most opulent of the Kings of the Woild.” Exclaimed Lhe Sultan, 

“An the child appiove himself valoious, as ye have announced, 
then the toil and moil which shall be his lot may be held 
for naught, inasmuch as calamities but tiain and stiengthen the 
sons of the Kings. 1 ” Shortly after this the Queen gave bnlh lo 
a man-child, and Glory be to Him who fashioned the babe with 
such peerless beauty and loveliness 1 The King named his son 
Zayn al-Asnain, and piesently he became even as the pools sang of 
one of bis fellows in semblance 

He slum cl; and they cued, “ Be Allnh blest 1 * Anti who made him ami finnml 
him TIis nuyht attest' 

This be surely the lord of all loveliness; » And all oilier his lieges and (hulls he 
conkst. 


Then Zayn al-Asnain giew up and increased until lies age ullnined 
its fifteenth year, when his sire the Sultan appointed lor him an 
evpeueiiccd governoi, one veised m all the sciences and philo 
sophies J j who fell to insliucling him till such lime as lit’ waved 
familiar with every branch of knowledge, and m due season he 
became an adult. Theieupon the Sultan bade summon his son 
and heir to the presence togcthei with the lauds of his land and 
the Notables of Ins lieges and addressed him beioie them with 
excellent counsel saying, “O my son, O Zayn al-Asnam, seeing 
that I be shot ten in years and at the piesont lime siek of a 
sickness which Imply shall end my days in this woild, and which 
anon shall scat thee in my stead, ihcicfoie I bequeath unto thee 
the following charge. Bewaio, O my son, lest thou winiig any 

1 The Ilindoslani. Version cnlaigcs upon this s—" Ih’siilos this, kmj.s ( nmmt 
escape perils and mishaps, which seno,as warnings and esamphs (u iln’m wln-n 

dealing llior decrees." 

2 In llie M\ih century we .should say “ All lhe-olngics." 
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man, and incline not to cause the pool complain; but do justice 
to the injuied after the mcasuie of thy might. Furthermore, have 
a care lest thou trust to cvciy woid spoken to thee by the Great; 
but lathei lend thou evei an cai unto the voice of the geneial, 
foi that thy Gian dees will betray thee as they seek only whatso 
suileth them, not that which smieth Lhy subjects/' A few days 
aflct this time Lhe old Sultan’s distemper inueased and his life- 
tcim was fulfilled and he died; wheieupon his son, Zayn al- 
Asnam, arose and donned motnning-diess foi his fathei dining six 
days; and on the seventh lie went foilh to the Duran and look 
scaL upon the throne of his Sultanate. He also held a levee 
wheiein wetc assembled all the defendeis of the realm, and the 
Mmisleis and the Lords of the land came foiward and condoled 
with him foi the loss of Ins patent and wished him all good 
fortune and gave him joy of his kingship and dominion and played 

for his endiuance in honour and his pctmancnce in piospeiity,- 

And Shahiazad was smpused by the dawn of day and ceased to 
say her permitted say. 


JlHoiu tuften ft tuna tfje JFotiv cTj nnb Jfrfjyljt, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sistet mine, an thou be olhei than sleepy, 
tell us one of thy fait tales, so therewith we may cut short the 

waking houis of this om night”; and quoth Shahiazad •-It hath 

leached me, O King of the Age, that Zayn al-Asnam seeing him¬ 
self in this high honour and opulence 1 2 and he young in yeais and 
void of expedience, sliaightway inclined unto lavish expenditure 
and commerce with the younglings, who were like him and fell to 
wasting immense wealth upon his pleasures, and neglected his 
government, nor paid aught of regard to his subjects. 3 * * * * * Theieupon 
the Qucen-molhci began to counsel him, and foibid him ftom such 
ill comses, advising him to abandon his pciveisc inclinations and 
apply his mind to rule and commandment, and Lo fuithci the policy 
of his kingdom, lest the lieges repudiate him and tise up against 
him and depose him. But he would on no wise heaiken to a single 

1 In the Hindustani Version he begins, by “bicaking the seal winch had been 
set upon (lie royal (icasury, ” 

2 “ Tlnee things” (says Sa’di in llie Gulislan) “lack pcimuncncv: Wealth 

without (uulmg, Learning without disputation, Government without justice.” 

(chapL viii, max. S.) The Uakhliyai-n.lnieh adds that 11 Gmeiimient is a tree 

whose root is legal punishmenL (Si>asal) ; it.s iool-end is justice ; its bough, meicy; 

its ilowei, wisdom; its leaf, libcinhly j and its bait, Kindness mid benevolence 

The foliage of ovoiy lice whose mot wavelh diy (lacKelh .sap) InKutli i yellow tint 

and beaielli no Cmit," 
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one of her words and persisted in his ignorant folly j whereat the folk 
murmured, inasmuch as the Louis of the laud had put foith then 
hands to tyranny and oppression when they saw the King lacking 
m regard for his Ryots. And picsently the commons lose up 
against Zayn al-Asnam and would have dealt haisilly with him 
had not Ins mother been a woman of wits and wisdom and 
contrivance, dearly loved of the geneiat. So she diiedcd tilt: 
malcontents aright and promised them every good : then silo 
summoned her son Zayn al-Asnam and said to him, “Behold, 0 
my child that which I foretold for thee, to wit that thou vastest 
thy realm and lavished thy life to boot by pcfscvciing in what 
ignorance thou art; for that thou hast placed the governance of thy 
Kingdom in the hands of incxpeiienccd youth and hast neglected 
the ciders and hast dissipated thy moneys and the moneys of the 
monarchy, and thou hast lavished all thy iicasuie upon wilfulucss 
and carnal pleasuring.” Zayn al-Asnam, awaking fiom the slumber 
of negligence, forthnght accepted his niothei’s counsel, and, faring 
forth at once to the Dfwin, 1 he entausted the management of the 
monarchy to ceitain old officers—men of intelligence and cvpciience. 
But he acted on this wise only after Bassorah-town was mined, 
inasmuch as he had not turned away fiom his ignorant folly Imfoio 
he had wasted and spoiled all the wealth of the Sultanate, and he 
had become utterly impoverished Thereupon the Bunco full Lo 
repenting and resetting that which had been done by him, until 
the repose of sleep was destroyed foi him, and he shunned meat 
and drink, noi did this cease until one night of the nights which 
had sped in such grief and thoughtfulness and vain u-giot unlit 
dawn drew nigh and his eyelids closed foi a little while. Then an 
old and veneiable Shaykh appealed to him in vision 3 and said to 
him, “0 Zayn al-Asnam, sorrow not; foi after sonow honovci 
sore cometh naught but joyatice; and, wnuld’si them win lice of 


\ y« r ‘j>'»w°ri. ( fccvol. vii night dccecvMi. Itmheor. R in 0 ri)„.].' t “ Dnumw ” 
an -1 the Italian Dogann through Uic Spanish AdiUna (Ad-Diw/m) im( i o,,. 
PnACnjal “Donna.” Menage .tenses it from the Cl.. Wn/-.# ,,| ... w hi-m 
goo-b are received, and others fiom “ Doge " (Dus) foi win , n ! i ,V 

&S3 ££- ' w 

concerning W h„ m a second Itadu declares, “Whoso ^[) ,1 !„ », , l ’ lK ' ' 

me truly, for SilAn may not assume my " % . , ') sl ‘ \ V '’V.V. 1 ' h 

dream as an inspiration shows e.iilj m I tl .i.Ume, e.iy,, 5 ^ a< ' ! ' 1 !u ’ 

-mu yap Svap Aus itrrtv (H, j, f,j ^ 

—1 pt* wwviov ?i\0a,'Q mpO s m ,j -e I 
in which the Dream is Adis’ ayyekos. ' ' 55 ‘ 
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this woe, up and hie thee to Egypt whete thou shall find hands of 
wealth which shall replace whatso thou hast wasted and will double 
it more than twofold." Now when the Prince was aroused fiom 
his sleep he recounted to his mother all he had seen in his dream ; 
but his parent began to laugh at him, and he said lo hei, “Mock 
me not: thcic is no help but that I wend Egypt-wards ” Rejoined 
she, “0 my son, believe not in swevens which be mere imbroglios 
of sleep and lying phantasies ” ; and he letorted saying, “ In 
very sooth my vision is true and the man whom I saw therein 
is of the Saints of Allah, and his words arc veridical" Then on a 
night of the nights, mounting house alone and privily, lie abandoned 
his Kingdom and took the highway to Egypt, and he lode clay and 
night until he leached Caiio-cily. He entered it, and saw it to be a 
mighty fine capital; then, tctheiing his steed, he found shelter in 
one of its Calhedial-mosques, and he worn out by weariness, 
Howevci, when lie had tested a little he faicd forth and bought 
himself somewhat of food. After eating, his excessive fatigue caused 
him lo fall asleep in the mosque, noi had he slept long eie the 
Shaykh appeared to him a second time 111 vision, and said to him, 

“0 Zayn al-Asnam/’-And Slialna<ad was suiprised by the dawn 

of day and ceased to say hei pet nutted say. 

JBolu lu&m it tone tljc Jour Ipuntricti nn& JBincta-niiidj Jftirrfjr, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, tell 
us one of thy fan talcs, so theiewilh we may cut shoit the waking 

hours of this 0111 night," and quoth Shahra/,ad :-It hath 1 cached 

111c, 0 King of the Age, that the Shaykh again appeared to the 
Pnnce in a vision and said to him, “0 Zayn al-Asnam, thou hast 
obeyed me in whatso I bade thee and I only made Liial of thee to 
lest an thou be valiant 01 a craven. Hut now I wot thy woitli, 
inasmuch us thou hast accepted my words and thou hast acted 
upon my advice : so do thou return stiaighlway to thy capital and 
I will make thee a wealthy lulev, such an one that neither before 
thee was any king like unto thee 1101 shall any like unto thee come 
afici thee." Hcical Zayn al-Asnam awoke and cited, “Uismillah— 
in the name of Allah, the Compassionating, the Compassionate— 
what be this Shaykh who vciily persecuted me until I travelled lo 
Ciaiio ; and I having faith in him and holding that lie was either 
die Apostle (whom Allah save and assain !) or one of the lightcous 

I In Lin: Hindustani Version lie becomes a I'u= saint, spmlual guide. 
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. tn0 Majesty and llieie is no Might save 

Hallows o (.od; and t ^**^ ***1 Led, hut I did right well 
in Allah, the Glouous, e ^ l0 my m0 thcr and in warning 
in not relating my t re. } fU f tl j ft L |ji s oldster; hut now, 

T! is not of^'ho know the T,udi (he He 

meseen eth, s Al]ah j w iH cast off all confidence 

rSfc Whmi 1 ),S doings.” ™. this rosolvn *o I'.i.Ko 
“Lit night in Ita Mosque and on themo.roiv look ho.*, .m l 
^tir a few days of shannons tiavcl ainvcd at Ins capital M/issoiaU. 
Iltrein he enteied by nighL, and forthright went mto Ins mother, 
who asked him, “Say me, hast thou won aught .if wliaisn he 
Shaykh piomised thee?” and he anfcweitfd he. by aciiuaiiiling her 
v,itU all his aclventuie 1 Then she applied he. to consoling and 
comforting him, saymg, “Gnevc not, O my son; . Almighty 
Allah hath apportioned unto thee aught thou shall obtain il 
without toil and travail. 1 But I would see thee wax sensible and 
wise, abandoning all these couises which have landed thee in 
poverty, 0 my son ; and shunning songstresses and commune with 
the inexperienced and the society of loose livens, male and lemale. 
All such pleasures as these aie foi the sons of the ne’er-do well, 
not for the scions of the Kings thy pccis.” Ileum ith Zayn al 
Asnam swuie an oath to hem in mind all she might say to him, 
never to gainsay hei commandments, noi deviate lioni them a single 
hair’s breadth ; to abandon all she should foil ml him, ami to lix his 
thoughts upon rule and governance. Then ho nddiesl himself in 
sleep, and as he slumbered, the Shaykh appealed to Imn a thud 
time in vision, and said, “0 Zayn al-Asnnm, 0 thou v.iltmnis 
prince; this very day, as soon as thou shall have shaken ell diy 
drowsiness, I will fulfil my cotenant Mill thee. So lake with litre 
a pickaxe, and hie to such a palace of thy .siie, and mill up the 
ground, seat citing it well in such a place when* thou will find that 
which shall enuch thee." As soon as the Piime awoke, he 
hastened to his mother in huge joy and lold hei his lale ; but she 
fell again to laughing at him, and say mg, “Cl my ihild, indeed ibis 
old man niaketh mock of thee and n;ttight else; so get thyself 
clear of him ” But Zayn al-Asnant implied, “0 mothei mine, 
verily tins Shaykh is soothfast and no liar: foi the find, time he 
but tried me and now he proposclh to pci form his pnmiiM‘." 
Whereto Ins mothei, “At all events, the wnik is not we.nisouie ; 
so do thou whalso thou wiliest even as lie bade thee Make the 


i A faxounle sentiment In Sn Charles Murray's cs< client imvil, "ll.iv.nn ! 
or the Child of (he 1 *>ranud,'* il l.ihcs (he foini, ‘‘ wlmt’s past is msi mul wliiil is 
written is written and shall conic to pass.” 
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tual and Xnshallah—God willing—return to me rejoicing; yet sore 
I feai lesl thou come back to me and say:—Sooth thou hast 
spoken in thy speech, 0 my mother ! ” However, Zayn rrl-Asnam 
look up a pickaxe, and, descending lo that part of the palace wlicic 
his sue lay entombed, began lo dig and to delve, nor had he woiked 
a long while 1 2 eie, lo and behold' theie appeared to him a ting 
bedded in a maible slab. He icmoved the stone, and saw a 
laddei-hke flight of steps, whereby he descended until he found a 
huge .sou Lou am alf pillar'd and propped with columns of marble and 
alabaster. And when he entered the inner iccesses he saw within 
the cave-like soutenain a pavilion which bewildeied his wits, and 
inside the sum* stood eight jars' 1 of green jasper. So he said in his 
mind. “Wlul may he these jais, and what may be stated therein?” 

-And Shall!a/arl was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to 

say hoi pel m it Led say. 


JftDto lufjor It tone tljc full JFilir Blrrlib 

Ouoth Dunya/ad, “0 sistei mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
tell us one of dry fail tales, so theiewllh we may cut short the 

waking hours of this om night,” and quoth Shahraxad .-IL hath 

leached me, 0 King of lire Age, that when Zayn al-Asnanr saw 
the jars, he came foiwaids ami unlidding them found each and 
eveiy full of antique' 1 golden pieces; so he hotit a few in hand and 
going lo his mother gave of them to lici saying, “ Hast thou seen, 
O iny molboi ?” She marvelled at the mailer and made answer, 
“ Bew.it e, O my son, of wasting this wealth as thou dissipatedst 
oilrei aforetime”: whcienpon hoi son srvaic to her an oath saying, 
“Have no care, 0 my mother, noi be thy heait otJier than good 
befoie me; and I desite that thou also find satisfaction in mine 
actions." Presently she aiosc and went forth with him, and the 
twain descended into the cavem-like soutenain and cnteicd the 
pavilion, where the Queen saw that which wildereth the wils ; 
and she made suio with hot own eyes that the jais weie full of 

1 In liie II. V. the Ponce digs a vat oi cistern-shaped hole a y.ud deep t/ndcr 
(lie nngoil slab he also finds u dooi whose lock lie breaks with Ins pickaxe, and 
seeing a stun case of while maible, lights a candle and i caches a loom whose walls 
aie ol jumvlam and ils Horn and ceiling .uo of rtyslnl. 

2 Aiah Kluwahi (phn of Khdliiyah), huge jais usually of polio ly. In the 
II. V , linn shehcs of nuilhei-nk|iuiil siippml ten jjus of poiplijiy i.uigcd in rows, 
ami the 1'imcc snpmv-ex (vvjllj fin)),mil) llial llie contents are good old wine. 

j Arab “’Alik”: lire supeifici.il similaiily of llie winds lias pioduccd a new 
noun in Aiabie, e.t'. Abii Anlika = father of siiUiipulics, a vendor of such articles, 
mostly modem, " bi.uul-nmv and intensely old." 
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L-old, But while they enjoyed the spectacle of the UeaMire, 
behold, they caught sight of a smaller jar; wond.o.rsly wiough in 
green jasper ; so Zayn al-Asnam opened H and found ihmin a 
golden key; whereupon quoth the Queen-mot ha O my <m, 
needs must this key have some door winch it unlock. I . 
Accordingly they sought all about the so.ilouam and the 
navilion to find if there be a door or aught like thneto, and 
jnescntly, seeing a wooden lock fast haired, they knew n he.dor 
the key was intended. Presently the Piincc applied it and opened 
the lock, whereupon lire dooi of a palace gave admittance, and 
is hen the twain enteied they found it more spacious than Hu: 
f„,t pavilion, and all illumined with a light which d.r/ed the sight; 
jot not a wax-candle lit it up, nor indeed, was then- a u-cess lor 
Pimps. Heieat they marvelled and meditated, and presently they 
discovered eight images 1 of precious stones, all seated upon 
as many golden thrones, nnd cadi and every was rut of one 
solid piece; and all the stones were pure and of the iincsi wain 
and mast piccious of puce. Zayn al-Asnam was roiilnmulrd 
hereat, and said to his mothei, “Whence could my sire have 

obtained all these lflte things?” And the twain look their 

pleasure in gazing at them and consulting them, mid both 

wondered to see a ninth thionc unoccupied, when (lie Queen 

espied a silken hanging whcieon was insciilicd:-• () my son, 
marvel not at this mighty wealth which I have aujnircd by sole 
stress and stirring travail. But learn also that their rusleth a 
Ninth Statue whose value is twenty-fold gioalor than llicse I lion 
seest and if thou would win it, lire litre again lo t'aiiocily. 
There thou shall find a whilome slave of mine Muluiak 1 higlu, 
and he will take thee and guide thee u> the Slaliu:; and ’twill In- 
easy to find him on entering Cairo: the find poison Hunt .shall 
accost will point out the house to dice, foi that Muluiak is known 
throughout the place. When Zayn al-Asnam had read Ibis writ 
he erred, “0 my mother, ’lis again nry dc.siiu to wend my way 
Caivo-wiuds and seek out this image; so do thou say how mv.M 
thou my vision, fact or fiction, aflei thou assuiodsl im: saying • 
This be an rmbioglio of sleep? However, at all events, () my 
mother, now there is no help foi it but that I travel once more In 


i Inlhuluxt "Ashkhds" (plural or SlialJis), viilgaily usi-d tiiioitidmnf Itidi.i, 
Pcrsu, and other Moslem realms, in llic sense of pel suns oi iiidiiidu.iK, Tin- 
11 . follows Galhnd irt changing (o pedestals llie Ami), Hinnies, and nul.i s (lie 
suhen hanging a ‘ piece Of sslntc satin" winch covers the imumiiNixl Kv,e 
, ? 1 he btol or wel l-omened . in these clays u ismosily., smite nan u-, V. r. 
bull ,'uilarak lJomhay. face vol. \n. nighls, dccccvii. nnd deeahwiv. 
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Cairo.” Replied f.ho, “0 my child, seeing that thou be under the 
piotection of the Apostle of Allah (whom may He save and 
assain !) so do thou fare in safety, while I and thy Wadi will 
oidci thy leign in thine absence till such time as thou shalt 
letum.” Accoidingly the Pi 1 nee went foith and gat him ready 
and lode on till he 1 cached Cano, whcic he asked foi Mubarak's 
house. The folk answeied him saying, ”0 my loid, this he a 
man that whom none is wealthier oi gicatei in boon deeds and 
bounties, and his home is evei open to the sliangei.” Then they 
showed him the way and he followed it till he came to Mubarak's 
mansion whore ho knocked at the door and a slave of the black 

slaves opened to him.-And Shahiazad was suipiised by the 

dawn or day and ceased to say hci pemiiltcd say. 

JBoto luljeit it touts ffjc JFihc IjuntivciJ nnU JFiwt Jftlffbt, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sister mine, an thou he olhei than sleepy, 
tell us one of thy fan tales, so therewith we may cut shoit the 

waking horns of this our night v ; and quoth Shahia/ad .-It hath 

leached me, 0 King of the Age, that Zayn al-Asnam knocked aL 
the dooi when a slave of Mubarak’s black slaves came out to him 
and opening, asked him, “ Who 1 ait thou and what is it thou 
wanlcst?" The Piince answeied, “I am a foreigner fiom a far 
countiy, and I have hcaid of Mubaiak thy loid that he is famed 
foi libciahty and genciosity; so that I come hither puiposing to 
become his guest.” Thcieupon the chattel went in to his lord 
and, aftci lepoiting the maltei to him, came out and said to 
Zayn al-Asnam, “ O my lord, a blessing hath descended upon us 
by thy footsteps. Do thou entoi, foi my master Mubarak awaiteth 
thee” Therewith the Piince passed into a court spacious exceed¬ 
ingly and all beautified with lices and wateis, and the slave led 
him to the pavilion wheie Mubarak was silling As the guest 
came in, the host sliaightway lose up and met him with cordial 
giccting and ciied, “A benediction hath alighted upon us and 
this night is the most bencdight of the nights by leason of thy 
coming to us! So who aiL thou, O youth, and whence is thine 
atiival and whithei is thine intent?” He leplied, “I am Zayn 
al-Asnam and I seek one Mubaiak, a slave of the Sultan of 
llassoiah who deceased a year ago, and I am his son,” Mubaiak 
lcjoined, “What saycsl thou? Thou the son of die King 


i In the lc\l *'Win" foi “ Man," a Syio-Egyptian foiiu, common throughout 
Lins MS. 
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of Bassorah?” ami the othei letoited, “ Yen, verily t am his 
i,on. 1 ” Quoth Mubaialc, “In good sooth my l.Uu loul the King 
of Ikissoiah left no son known to me! But what may lie thine age, 
0 youth?” “Twenty yeais or so,” quoth the Piince, picsonlly 
adding, "But thou, how long is it since thou leftosl my sue?” 
"I left him eighteen years ago,” said the olhei; “hut, 0 my rhih) 
Zayn nl'Asnam, by what sign canst thou assino me of thy being 
the son of my old. master, the Sovran of llassoiah?” Said the 
Prince, “Thou alone knowest that my falhet laid out beneath Ins 
palace a souteruin, 4 and in this he placed foity jam of tin; t'mi'st 
green jasper, which he filled with pieces of antique gold, also that 
within a pavilion he budded a second palace and sol. i hoi cm eight 
images of precious stones, each one of a single gem, and all scaled 
upon royal st ats of placcv-gold. 9 He also wrote upon a ullmn 
hanging a wnt which I read and which bade me repair n> thee 
and thou wonldst infoim me concerning the Ninth Statue 
whereabouts it may be, assuring me that it is wuilh all die eight.’' 
Now when Mubarak hcaid these woids, he fell at the fed ol /,nyn 
al-Asnam and kissed them, exclaiming, "Patdim me, 0 my lord, in 
very truth thou art the son of my old master,” adding pic.se,,dy, 
“I have spread, 0 my loid, a feast* for all the Grandees of Caiiu, 
and I uould that thy Highness honour it by thy presence.” The 
Prince replied, “With love and the best will.” Thereupon Ahibamk 
.vose and foievent Zayn al-Asnam to Lhc saloon, which was full 
of the Lords of the land theie gatlieied together, and line In: 
seated himself, after stablishing Zayn al-Asnam in the, place of 
honour. Then he bade the tables be spread and the least be 
served, and lie waited upon the 1’iinco with aims mossed behind 
his back and at times falling upon his knees. So the Giaiulecs 
of Cano marvelled to sec Mubaiak, one of the gical men of the city, 
serving the youth, and wondeted with cMieino wondernienl, 
unknowing whence the stiangei was.—And Shnlu.i/ad was stir- 
prised by the dawn of day and ceased to say her milled say, 


l ti I'io' 1111 ,’’’ rm , cm ! jh;ilic ! >n<! now vulgar cxincssiun 

iiiSShrifcJs 1 : ^ 

3 ( AraU “ZnhalmnU,” explained in “Aladdin." So uubb, 

* *.indy * 

4 Wdlimah prop.» a maimgc-fcast 

5 Aral, MukiVaf sil-Yiilayn, a scivilc poUurc, 


Ini 
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Jftoto to&eit ft tone flic Jfibe untjvctr nirt Hbccouti JZligjjt, 


Quolli Dunyazad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
tell us one of thy fair talcs, so theiewilh we may cut short the 

waking horns of this om night.” And quoth Shahrazad:-It hath 

readied me, O King of the Age, that Mubarak fell to waiting upon 
Zayn al-Asnain, the son of his old Joid, and t)ie Grandees of Cano 
theie sitting marvelled to see Mubaiak, one of the great men of 
the city, serving the youth and wondered with extieme wonder - 
ment, unknowing whence the stranger was. After this they ate 
and chank and supped well and were cheered till at last Mubarak 
turned towards them and said, “O folk, admire not that I wait 
upon this young man with all woiship and honour, for that he is 
the son of my old lord, the Sultan of Bnssorali, who bought ine 
with his money and who died without manumitting me. I am, 
thcrefoie, bound to do service to his son, this my young lord, and 
all that my hand possessed! of money and munition bclongcth to 
him nor own I aught thereof at all, at all.” When the Grandees 
of Cairo hcaid these words, they stood up before Zayn al-Asnam 
and salamcd to him with mighty gieat lespect and cntreated him 
with high icgard and blessed him. Then said the Prince, “O 
assembly, I am in the presence of youi worships, and be ye my 
witnesses. O Mubarak, thou ait now freed and all thou hast of 
goods, gold and gear eist belonging to us bccomelh henceforth 
thine own and thou art endowed with them for good each and 
cveiy. Eke do thou ask whatso of importance thou wouldst have 
fiom me, for I will on no wise let 01 stay thee in thy requiring it.” 
With tin's Mubaiak aiosc and kissed the hand of Zayn al-Asnam 
and thanked him for his boons, saying, “ O my lord, I wish for thee 
naught save thy weal, but the wealth that is with me is altogether 
over much for iny wants.” Then the Pjmce abode with tire Fieed- 
man foui days, dining which all the Grandees of Caiio made act 
of presence clay by clay to offer their sakims as soon as they hcaid 
men say, “This is the master of Mubaiak and the monarch of 
Basso)ah.” And whenas the guest had taken his lest he said to 
his host, “0 Mubaiak, my tauying with thee hath been long”; 
whereto said the other, “Thou wottest, O my loid, that the matter 
wherein to thou conrest to enquiie is singulai-iare, but that it also 
involvclh nsk of dentil, and I know not if thy valour can make 
the attainment thcicto possible to thee”. Rejoined Zayn al-Asnam, 
“ Know, O Mubarak, that opulence is gained only by blood j nor 

0 
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ctmKth aught upon mankind save by do orminaiion and ,no- 
ItLdo^r the Cieato. (be He glorilied and nn, B n,r.od ), «. 
look to thine own stoutness of heart anti take lliou no (honfi >1 or 
mc ." Thereupon Mubaiak foilhrigln baclc )u« ^ Hiem 

ready Cor wayfatc , so they obeyed his bidding m a I Hungs and 
mounted hor.e and travelled by light m\ <huk <)W» the 
wildest of vvoids, every day string matters and nrnvols TPhirh 
bewildered their wits, sights- they had now seen m all ihou years, 
until they chew near unto a ccilain place. Lhete* Hu* P^'ty dis¬ 
mounted and Mubaiak bade the negro slaves and emnreb, ubulo 
on Hie spot, saying to them, "Do ye keep a Mitch and w.ud over 
the beasts of burthen and the horses until what tnnu we return to 
you.” After this the twain set out together afoot, and <|ut»ll\ the 
Freedman to die Pnnce, “0 my lord, heio valiancy Wskterti, for 
that now thou art in the land of the Image 1 thou earnest to see It," 
And they ceased trot walking till they reached a lake, a lung vvulet 
and a wide, where quoth Mubarak to his companion, “ Know, O my 
lord, that anon will come to us a little ciafl healing a banner of 
azure tinct and all its planks aic of diauiidcis and lign-aioes of 
Comorin, tire most precious of woods. And now I would clvaigc, 
thee with a charge the which must thou most diligently oUsctve." 
Asked the othci, “And what may be this clwigu?" Whereto 
Mubaiak. answered, “Thou wilt ■see m that boat a boatman' 1 3 whoso 
fashion is the reverse of man's, but beware, and again I say 
beware, lest thou utter a word, otheiwisc ho will at own diown us,' 1 
Learn also (hat this stead belonged to the King of the Jinns ami 
that eveiything thou bcholdcst is the work of lire JAnn." -Ami 
Shubrazad was surprised by the dawn of day and reused to say 
her permitted say, 

Hoto tuljcft it \m tl>t dFi\>c i>unbvr'b sudJ BTfeivt JRifrbt, 

Quoth Dunyavad, “0 sister mitre, an thou lie. oilier Lhan bleep v, 
tell us one of thy fail talcs, so therewith we may nil Muni tin 4 
waiving houra of this our night," and quoth Shalmuwl: It built 

reached me, 0 King of the Age, that Mubarak and Xnyn al- 
Asnam came upon a lake where, behold, they found a little unit 


1 Here the Arabic lias the .ulunlage of the English; “SluiUUs ” mvimiug nlliqi 
a person or an image See supra, p. 8, 

2 A rail “ Kawhiji ”=onc who uses the paddle, n indiller, n unvei. 

3 In the Third KnlamWsT.delioi, i. p. i ji), Prince‘Ajili is fm ImM.'ii In nill 
«l»w the name of Allah, under pun of upselling ike skill paddled by lire man of 

brass. Here the dual is omitted. 
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whose planks were of chaundcrs and lign-aloes of Comorin and 
thcicin stood a fen yin an with the head of an elephant, while the 
icst of Ins body woie the semblance of a lion. 1 2 Presently he 
appioachcd them and winding his tiunk around them 3 * 5 lifted them 
both into the boat and seated them beside himself- then he fell to 
paddling till he passed Ihiough the middle of the lake and he 
ceased not so doing until he had landed them on the further bank. 
Heic the twain look ground and began to pace forwards, gazing 
around them the while and icgaiding the trees which bore for 
bin then ambeigris and lign-aloes, sandal, cloves and gcl&amine," 
all with flowcis and fuiits bediest whose odouis broadened the 
bicast and excited the sprite. Theie also the buds warbled, with 
various voices, notes ravishing and rapturing the heart by the 
melodies of their musick. So Mubarak turned to the Prince and 
asked him saying, “How seest thou this place, 0 my loid?” and 
the olhei answered, “I deem, 0 Mubarak, that in veiy truth this 
be the Paradise promised to us by the Piophet (whom Allah save 
and assain I).” Thence they fated foiwards till they came upon a 
mighty fine palace all buiklcd of cmetalds and utbies with gates 
and doors of gold refined : it was fronted by a budge one bundled 
and fifty uilnts long to a breadth of fifty, and the whole was one 
rib of a fish. 1 At the further end theicof stood innumeious hosts 
of the Jann, all frightful of favom and fcai-rn&piiuig of figiuc and 
each and evciy lrent in hand javelins of steel which flashed to the 
sun like December leven. Theicat quoth the Prince to his com¬ 
panion, “This be a spectacle which ravisheth the wits ” , and quoth 
Mubarak, “ It now bohoveth that we abide in oui places nor 
advance fur thci lest there happen to us some mishap; and may 
Allah vouchsafe to us safety 1 ” Herewith he brought forth his 
pouch four strips of a yellow silken stuff and zoning himself with 
one threw the other over Ins shouldcis"; and he gave the two 
remaining pieces to the Prince that he might do with them on 


1 A mb. “Wahsli," which Gnlland translates “Tiger," and is followed by his 
Ilind liansUloi. 

2 Aiiib “ Lafta 'l-isnayn bi zulumnli-h," the latter word = Khartum, the tiunk 
of nil elephant, from Zalm = the dewlap of sheep or gnat. 

3 In the text “ Yrimin," a copyist's error, which can mean nothing else but 
“Ynsiimn.” 

iy The II. V. rejects this detail for “ a single piece of malher-o'-peatl twelve 
yards long," etc Gallnnd has line scale Sraille de poisson. Tn my friend 
M. Zolenbeig’s admirable tianslalion of Tubaii (i. 52) we read of a bridge at 
Uaghdad made of the libs of Og bill ’Unk ( = Og of the Neck), tlie fabled King of 
Basham 

5 I have noted that this is the primitive aline or Eastern man in all hot climates, 
and lhaL it .still holds its giound in that grand siuvnnl of heathenry, the Mcccan 
l'dgi image I11 Gnlland the four strips me of taffetas Jamie, the Hind. "Tufti." 
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like wise. Next he dispread before either of them a waist shawl 1 2 
of white sendal and then he pulled out of h,s poke sundry 

precious stones and scents and ambeigns and englcAvoail , and, 

lastly, each took seat upon his sash, and when both we.e lead y 
Mubarak repeated the following voids to the■ lruioo aiuM.uighl 
him to pronounce them before the King of the Jann. - O m> 
lord Sovran of the Spirits, we stand within thy pieemets mid we 
throw ourselves on thy protection ,J j wheielo^ Zayn al-Asnani 
added “And I adjuic him earnestly that he accept of us. Hut 
Mubaiak rejoined, “0 nry lo.d, by Allah I am in sole fear. Hear 
mei An he determine to accept us without hint 01 haim Ire will 
approach us in the semblance of a man rare of beauty and comeliness 
but if not, he will assume a fot.n flightful and tonifying. Now an 
thou sr» him in his fovowabte shape do Lliou use fniUuifchl. and 
salam to him and above all things beware lest thou slop beyond ibis 
thy cloth” The Prince replied, “To hear is to obey ” and the other 
continued, “And let thy salam to him be thy saying, “<) King of 
the Sprites and Sovran of the Jann and Lord ofKaith, nry sire, lire 
nhilomc Sultan of Bassorah, whom the Angel of Death hath icmoved 
(as is not hidden fiom thy Highness) was over taken under tliy 
protection and I, like him, come to tliec sucing the .same safeguard.” 

-And Shahiaiad was surprised by tire dawn of day and ceased to 

say her peiniittcd say. 


jQnto tuljcu it tame tfje Jibe tytwM mrh Jfomdlj Jftig&t, 

Quoth Dunyaavd, “0 sister mine, an Ihon Ire other than sleepy, 
tell us one of thy fair tales, so therewith we may cut .shoit die 
waking hours of this out night,” and quoth Sbnhta/ad - H hath 
reached nre, 0 King of the Age, that Mubarak lull to lessoning 
Zayn al-Asnam bow he should salute the King of the Jinns, and 
pursued, “Likewise, 0 rtryloid, if he hail us with gladsome lace of 
welcome lie will doubtless say thee: —Ask wbalso thou wanle.sl of 
me' and the moment he giveth thee his woid do thou at mien 
prefer thy petition saying, 0 my lord, I require of ihy Highness 
the Ninth Statue than which is naught more piet ions m the woild, 
and thou didst promise my father to vouchsafe me that same ” And 
after this Mubarak instructed his mastei howto addioss the King and 


1 The wont a IIudra= girdle, sash, waist-belt, wlurii (l.illand (urns into nu/>M, 
lliu object tii the cloths edged wuh gems and gums was to lomi u |>,uiier LAflmlmg 
imslile jums , (he European magician usually cliew a luutjc rude. 

2 Hus is our corrupiion of [lie Malay Aigla=sandal-wood. 
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crave of him the boon and how lo bespeak him with pleasant speech. 
Then he began his conjurations and fumigations and adjurations 
and 1 collations of woids not understanded of any, and but little 
time elapsed bcfoic cold lain down railed and lightning flashed and 
thundci roaicd and thick daikness veiled earth's face. Piesently 
came foith a mighty lushing wind and a voice like an earthquake, 
the quake of cailh on Judgment Day. 1 2 The Prince, seeing these 
honors and sighting that which he had never bcfoie seen or heard, 
tiemblcd for ten 01 in eveiy limb 3 , but Mubaiak fell lo laughing at 
him and saying “Feat not, O my lord, that which thou dreadest is 
what we seek, foi lo us it is an earnest of glad tidings and success; 
so be Lhou satisfied and hold thyself safe." After this the skies 
waxed cleat and seiene exceedingly, while perfumed winds and 
the purest scents breathed upon them ; nor did a long time elapse 
ci'c the King of the Jann piesented himself under the semblance of 
a beautiful man who bad no peei in comeliness save and excepting 
Him who lacketh likeness and to Whom be honoui and gloiy! He 
gazed at Zayn al-Asnam with a gladsome aspect and a riant, wlicieat 
the Piiuco arose foilhwglil and lecitcd the siring of benedictions 
taught lo him by his companion, and the King said to him with a 
smiling favoiu, “O Zayn al-Asnam, verily I was wont to love thy 
site, the Sulinn of Jlassorali, and when he visited me cvei I used to 
give him an image of those lhou sawesl, each cut of a single gem; 
and thou also shall piesently become to me honouied as thy father 
and yet moie. Eie he died I charged him to wiite upon the silken 
cuitain the writ thou didst lead and eke I gave promise and made 
covenant with him to take thee like thy parent nuclei my safeguard 
and to gift thee as I gifted him with an image, to wit, the ninth, 
which is of gicalci woilh than all those viewed by thee. So now 
'tis my dcsiie to stand by my woid and to afford thee my piomised 

aid."-And Shahiazad was surpiiscd by the dawn of clay and 

ceased to say her pet milled say. 


1 Lit. = Ihc Day of Assembly, “Ytuini nl-Mahsliar.” These lines were 
translated at Cannes on Feb, 22nd, 1SS6, the day Ixdbic the c.iithquakc which 
I11 ought desolation upon the Rivicia. It was a second cm ions coincidence. On 
Thursday, July loth, l86j—the morning when the gieat eailhqiiakc at Accra laid 
in nuns the town and the stout old Joit built in the days of James II—I had been 
leading the Kuianic chaplet entitled “ Enithqualccs" (No. xeix) to some Moslem 
fi lends who had visited my qu.uteis. Upwntds of a decade nftei wards I described 
the accident in “Ocean Highways” (New Senes, No, II., Vol. I. pp, 448-461), 
owned by Tilllmei & Co., and edited by my friend Clements Markham, and I 
only icgicL that this able Magazine lias been extinguished by that dullest of 
Journals, “ Piocmlings of the R S. R. and monthly lecoul of Geography. 1 ’ 

2 Gal land has un ti emblement faieil .5 cclui qu'hiafyel (Isrdfil) doit causer le 

linn (in jttgemeni. 
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Bitu luljen (t luw IJJtmX'ictf anti fifty 


Quoth Dunyafad. “0 sistei mine, an thou be othet than sleepy, 
tell us one of thy fail tales, so thoicwilh we may cut shoit Hit; 
waking hours of this our night,” and quoth Slinhi.vad: -- It hath 
reached me, 0 King of the Age, that the Loid of the Jaim said to 
the Prince, T will take thee undei my safeguaid and the Shaykh 
thou sanest m thy swevons was myself and I also 'Iw.is who hade 
thee dig undei thy palace down to the soulenahi wlieiein thou 
safest the crocks of gold and the figuies of fine gems, I also well 
know wheiefoic thou art come lnthcr, and I am lu; who caused Ihee 
come and I "ill give thco what thou seeke.st, lor all (lint I would 
not give it to thy sire. But ’lis on condition thaL thou icluin iiuio 
me bringing a damsel whose age is fifteen, a maiden without lival 
or likeness in loveliness • furthennoic, she* must ln> a pun* virgin and 
a clean maid who hath nevei lusted lot male nor hath ever htvn 
solicited of man 1 , and lastly, thou must keep f.iiili with me in 
snfeguaiding the gid whtriws thou leturneM hillw-i, and bowim* lesl 
thou play the traitor with her whilst thou bringest hot to nu*.’ 1 To 
this puipoit the Piincc sware a mighty suong oath, adding, “() my 
loid, thou hast indeed honomed me by leqtihmg of mo mi< h m i vioo, 
but truly ’twill be light haul for me to find a lair one like unto 
this j and grant that I find one pcdecily Ixauililul and young in 
years after the icrjuiieiiientfe of thy Highness, how shall I worn if 
she ever longed for mating with man or that main never lusted Jm 
her?” Replied the King, “Right thou art, 0 Zuyn a) Asnani, and 
verily this be a knowledge wheicunto the sons of mm may on no 
wise attain. Howcvei, I will give thee il minor of my own,* whose 


I Hie iilen k Lady M. \V Montague's {" The Jauly’s Resolve "] ■— 
lu part sbe is to Maine Hint Isas \wn vm vl: 

He comes loo item that conics to Ik- .leui.’.f 
As -in unknown corrocpomluhL warn, me, soiuimeiit was mnlulily sill-,-, si.. 
Su 'Thomas Overtwy (“ A Wife," St. \xx\i):— 1 w ' 

„„ . , , , ., ~ r, ‘ l )ul •<’ WiMUi' is Sim 

Winch liatli without consent fin only ; 

,, 1Ic “BUM 1<1(> ,lta ‘ tll*»t om.es ||> tie d.-uiclt*. 

? r J'r e ^SWy comiwoimsnig magical ...tides am of many kind* Tin- l./' 
i he lioy .ml the Manlle «, lamilmi to all, ; llt .l t!„-, asc .,( Si, IC„y'.' |.,!ly 
When >lu had taut- the mantle } ^ 

Witli pm pose (oi to Wt-ai 5 
It shtunk up 1.1 hc-i sli'iilldcr 
Arnl left ltei backside l,.u<- 

Percy dernes the klla.l f.om “Le ftn.rl MaJud” mm’.M l! “"‘t 
LsAMVcmxm of Welsh Poetry) fu.m an aneumt '*!,?, '‘ 

^ -to possessed a mantle S! 
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of 
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>h .1 
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viitue is this When thou shall sight a young lady whose beauty 
and loveliness please thee, do thou open the glass, 1 and, if thou see 
therein hei image clear and undimmed, do thou leatn forthiight 
that she is a clean maid without aught of defect 01 default and 
endowed with every piaiseworthy quality. But if, contiariwise, the 
figure be found daikened 01 clothed in uncleanness, do thou 
sliaightway know that the damsel is sullied by soil of sex. Shouldsl 
thou find hei puie and gifted with all manner good gifts, bring her 
to me, but bcwaie not to offend with her, and do villainy, and if 
thou keep not faith and piomise with me beat in mind that thou 
shall lose thy life.” Hereupon the Piince made a stable and solemn 
pacl with the King, a covenant of the sons of the Sultans which may 

nmn be violated.-And Shahrayacl was suipiised by the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


JRMu tufjen it in ad tfje JFtoe ]J)tintri'c& nn'a Jihgljt, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou he othei than sleepy, tell 
us one of thy fan tales, so thciewith we may cut shoil the waking 

houis of this our night,” and quoth Shahrazad :-It hath leached 

me, O King of the Age, that the Piincc Zayn al-Asnam made a 
stable and tmstwoithy compact to keep faith with the King of the 
Jann and never to play tiaitoi thereto, but to bting the maid cn 
tout bicn ct tout konneur to that potentate who made over to him 
the minor, saying, “O my son, take this looking-glass whereof I 
bespalce thee and depait straightway.” Thereupon the Piince and 
Mubarak arose and, after blessing him, fared forth and journeyed 
back until they made the lakelet, wheie they sat but a little ere 
appeared the boat which had biought them beaung the Jinni with 
elephantine head and leonine body, and he was standing up ready 


women. See also in Spenser, Queen Flwimel's Girdle (F. Q. iv. 5, 3), and the 
detective is a horn in Ihc Moite il'Arlhm, tianslnlcd from llic French, temp. 
Edward IV., and first punted 111 A D. 1.(84, The Spectator (No. 579) tells us 
“Thete was a Temple upon Mount Etna which was guarded by dogs of so 
exquisite a smell, dial they could discovci wliethei the pcisons who came thither 
were chaste 01 nol ” ; and that they caused, ns might lie expected, immense trouble 
Tlie te-st-aiticlc becomes m the Tuti-nameh the Tank of Tual at Agra ; also a nose¬ 
gay which icniams fiesh or withers , in the KntliA Saiit SAg.ua, the red lotus of 
Shiva ; a shn t in story Ixix., Gesta Romanorum ; a cup in Auoslo ; a rose-garland 
in “ The Wnght's Chaste Wife," edited by Mi. Fmnivul for the Early English 
Text Society , a magic picture in lkuulella, part i., No. zi ; tiling in the Penta- 
me'ione, of Basile ; and a dislalf in " L’Adioile I’linccsse',” n Ficnch imitation of the 
lattci. 

1 Looking-glasses in the East tuc mostly made, like our tiavclhng mirrors, to 
open and shut. 
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for paddling. 1 The twain took passage with him (and tins by 
command of the King of the Jann) until they icached f'airo and 
returned to theii quarters, where they .abode whilst they tested fiom 
the travails of travel. Then the Piince turned to his companion and 
said, “ Arise with us and wend we to Baghdad J -eity that we may 
look for some damsel such as the King desciihelh 1” and Mubarak 
replied, “0 my lord, we be in Cairo, a city of the cities, a wonder 
of the world, and here there is no doubt but that I shall find such 
a maiden, nor is there need that we faie therefor to ft far country.*' 
2ayn al-Asnam rejoined, “True for thee, O Muhaiak, hut wh.it hi; 
the will and the way whereby to hit upon such a gill, and who 
shall go about to find her for us?” Quoth the other, “ Ih* not 
beaten and broken down, 0 my lord, by such dilliciilly : f have by 
me here an ancient dame (and cursed be Lhe same I) who malcrlh 
marriages, and she is past mistiess in wiles and guiles; nor will she 
be hindered by the greatest of obstacles.®" So saying, lie sent |o 
summon the old trot, and infoimed her that ho wanted a damsel 
perfect of beauty and not past her fifteenth year, whom he Would 
many to the son of his lord; and he promised hei sumptuous 
Bakhshish and largesse if she would do hei vety host endeavour 
Answered she, “0 my lord, be at rest; I will incscnlly contrive, to 
satisfy thy requirement even beyond thy dcsiic, for umk:i my 
hand are damsels unsurpassable in beauty and loveliness, and all lx* 
the daughters of honourable men." But the old woman, 0 |,oid 
of the Age, knew naught anent the iniuoi. Ho slu- went foiili to 
wander about the city and work on hei well-known ways,- - -And 
Shalircuad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say he. 
permitted say. 


IjJolu lufjeu (t 1 m ffje jFfot fijimtrrrtr anh ^cbrnlli 

Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sister mine, an thou be othei than ultrnv 
tell us one of thy fair tales, so thcicwith we may uil shott the 

i In Eastern countries (he oaisman stands to liis \yoik nn<l 1,i ; L i , 

W nwJymg Ins weight, Which cannot be clone so fucThly wl.,J smi, V I'T, 

have SffSSd rfgXJ? in S ' V,,nmi, ’ El W ° ^ ‘be old’custom L«| 

the interprclalioi of C'ca’wfi'qrl^ ‘‘u'v'l •' U> ‘ “J' 1 

Mazclhstnc, etc., Paris, Mwsoimeiwe, ,sL" ’ «'A Jiv •"’ ,?! "' V'TV lu 
succeeded little (?) ,s the ancient tale the O. 1 > / o f ’ ft ' llll “ 
( B W vazraka Aw anoxia, etc,) ancj the 0 f.h,Av , 

is presumed in Baghdad—!be cilv creUwl hv fl J r 1 m ..1 a> 
show the word in lhe compound iashebalh* \ i -- I’l J ? \ , ! a,llcvi 
iK.pul.aUy Providence.’* H ^ ° * 1,1 ~ wl, * L ,s hy { \* 

unniw ' 0,(1 pmcu u , s ..hilt w „. 
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waking hours of this our night/’ and quoth Shahia/ad :-It hath 

leached me, 0 King of the Age, that the old woman went foith to 
svotk on her well-known ways, and she wandered about town to 
find a maiden for the Prince Zayn al-Asnam. Whatevei notable 
beauty she saw she would set befoie Mubarak; but each semblance 
as it was conskleted in the mirror showed exceeding dark and dull, 
and the inspector would dismiss the gill. This enduied until the 
cione had brought to him all the damsels in Cairo, and not one 
was found whose reflection in the mirror showed clear-bright and 
whose honour was pure and clean, in fact such an one as described 
by the King of the Jann. Herewith Mubarak, seeing that he had 
not found one in Caito to please him, or who proved puie and 
unsullied as the King of the Jann had lequhcd, determined to 
visit Baghdad so they lose up and equipped them and set out, 
and in due time they made the City of Peace where they hired 
them a mighty fine mansion annddlcmost the capital. Heic they 
.settled themselves in such comfoit and luxury that the Loids of the 
land would come daily to cat at their table, even the thirsty and 
those who went foith betimes, 1 mid what lemained of the meat was 
distnbulcd to the mesquin and the miseiable, also every poor 
stumper lodging in the Mosques would come to the house and find 
a meal, Theiefoie the bruit of them for geneiosily and libeialily 
went abioad throughout the city and won for them notable name 
and the fairest of fame; not did any ever speak of aught save the 
beneficence of Zayn al-Asnam and his genciosity and his opulence. 
Now theie chanced to be in one of the cathedial-mosques an Imam, 2 
Abu Bakr hight, a ghostly man passing jealous and fulsome, who 
dwelt haul by the mansion wheiein the Piincc and Mubarak abode ; 
and he, when he heard of their lavish gifts and alms-deeds and 
honourable rcpoit, smitten by envy and malice and hatred, fell to 
devising how he might draw them into some calamity that might 
despoil the goods they enjoyed and destioy then lives, for it is the 
wont of envy to fall not save upon the foilunate So one day of the 
days, as he lingcied in the Mosque aftci mid-afternoon ptayer, he 
came forwaid amidst the folk, and cried, "O ye, my bietlnen of the 
Faith which is tiue and who bear testimony to the unity of the Deity, 
I would have you to weet that housed m this oui quaiter aie two 


1 In the text “ At-SiMi w'rI-GUAcU” 1 the lattei may mean those who came 
foi the morning meal 

2 An nnLisLos, a lender in piayer (nights lx\xi and cccxxvu ) ,* a rcveicml, 
against whom the normal skit is directed. The II. V. makes him a Mac//in, 
also n Mosque-man ; and changes his name to Mmad, Imrfm is n word with a 
host of meanings, e.\ r , model (and master), a Sir-Oracle, the Caliph, etc., elc, 
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men which be stiangcis, and haply ye lme henid ol ilium how Ihey 
lavish and waste immense sums of money—m fad, moneys beyond 
measure—aacl for my pait I cannot but suspect that they iuc 
cutpurses and brigands, who commit lobbcrics in their own country 

and who came hither to expend thcii spoils."-And Shahm/ad 

was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say her pel nutted 
say. 


JMu fit it turns fle Jittc Ipmtn'rt nift ©fa|)t& Jftirft, 

Quoth DunyazacI, "0 sistei mine, an thou be other than sleepy, tell 
us one of thy fair tales, so theiewith we may cut short die waking 
hours of this om night, 5 ' and quoth Khalnaxad: Jl hath i ear lied 
me, 0 King of the Age, that the Imam in his jealousy ol Zayn 
al-Asnam and Mubarak said to the congregation, “Voiily they In: 
brigands and cutpuises," adding, “O believers of Mohammed, l 
counsel ye m Allah’s name that yc guard yourselves against such 
accurseds; foi haply the Caliph shall in coining lime's hear of these 
twain and ye also shall fall with them into calamity.' 1 have 
hastened to caution you, and having warned you I wash my hands 
of your business, and aftei this do ye as ye judge fit." All those 
present replied with one voice, “Indeed wo will do whalso thou 
wishest us to do, 0 Abu Baki I" Jhil when Hie Imam heard this 
from them be arose and bunging forth ink-case and reed pen and 
a sheet of paper, began inditing an address to the ('ommnn<W 
of the Faithful, recounting all that was against the two stiangcis 
However, by deciee of Destiny, Mubaialc chanced to he in Hie 
Mosque amongst die eiowd when he heard the address of tin- 
blameworthy Imam, and how he purposed applying by lettn to 
the Caliph. So he delayed not at all but returned home lor lIni;;hl 
and taking an hundred dinars and packing up a pan-el n>s |U, 
clothes, sitvcr-wi ought all, ,cpaiied in haste to the revnend’s 
quarters and knocked at the door. The p,earlier came and opened 
to turn, but sighting Mubarak he asked him in anger, “Whal is »t 
thou wantest and who art thou?" Whcoto the other ausweied, “ I 
am Mubarak and at thy service, 0 my mulct the Imam Aim link, ; 
and I come to thee from my lord the Bmii Zayn al-Asnnm who, 

h^this^citv ^I'gious knowledge and .ighi fan lejmte 

this city would fain make acquarnlaiuo with thy Worship am do 

by thee ^ o^behovet h him, A l so hc halh ^ ni , 

'he crimes commandwithin Ihe (iiunln!*™ 1110 l<> a C<iltttW ‘Wv.vwviUi< W 
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these gai menls and lilts spending-money, hoping excuse of thee for 
that Ibis be a mi not matter compared with your Honoui’s deserts; 
bill, Inshallah, after this he will not fail in whatever to thee is due ” 
As soon as Abu Baki saw the coin and gold 1 and the bundle of 
clothes, he answeied Mubaiak, saying, “I cia\e paidon, 0 my loid, 
of thy master the Eirin for that I have been ashamed of waiting 
upon him, and lepentance is light haul upon me for that I failed to 
do my devoii by him; wheieforc I hope that Ihoir will be my deputy 
m imploiing him to paidon my default and, the Ciealor willing, 
to-morrow I will do what is incumbent npon me and faie to oflei my 
sendees and pioffei the honoin which beseemelh me.” Rejoined 
Mubaiak, “ The end of my mastei’s wishes is to see thy woislnp, 0 
my laid Abu Baki, and be exalted by thy piosence and theie-thiough 
lo win a blessing." So saying he bussed the reverend’s hand and 
returned to his own place. On the next day, as Abu Baki was 
leading the dawn-piayer of Kiiday, he look his station amongst the 
folk amiddlemost the Mosque and ciicd, “ 0, out brethien Lhe 
Moslems great and small and folk of Mohammed one and all, know 
ye that envy fallelh not save upon the wealthy and pmisewoithy and 
never descendeth upon the mean and miserable I would have you 
wot, as icgards the two stiangeis whom yesterday I mis-spake, th.it 
one of them is an Emu high in honoui and son of most leputablo 
patents, in lieu of being (as I was informed by one of his enviers) a 
culputsc and a bugand. Of this matter I have made certain that ’tis 
a lying report, so bewaie lest any of you say aught against him or 
speak evil in regard to the Emir even as I hcaul yesterday; othenvise 
you will cast me and cast yourselves into the sorest of calamities with 
the bunco of 'ITlie Believers, l-oi a man like this of exalted degree- 
may nut possibly take up Ins abode in oui city of Baghdad unbeknown 

lo the Caliph.”-And Khahiazad was suipnsed by the dawn of day 

and ceased to say hei pei nil Lied say. 

Jftoto toljcn it Vuiiet tljc JFiUc ljjtintiifti anti Jelmtl; 

Quoth l)unya/ad, “O sister nunc, an thou be othei than sleepy, 
tell us one of thy fair tales, so therewith we may cuL .short the 

waking hours of this oui night,” and quoth Shahiazad-It hath 

reached me, 0 King of the Age, that Abu Baki the Imam 
upiootcd on such wise fiom lhe minds of men the evil which he 
had implanted by his own woids Ihiown out against the Emir 
Zayn al-Asnam But when he had ended congicgalional prayers 


i Aiiib “ N.ikslut ’ and " bifwit. 
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and returned to his home, he donned his long gaberdine 1 and made, 
weighty his skills and lengthened his sleeves, aflui which lie look 
the road to the mansion of the Prince; and when he went in hts 
stood up before the stiangci and did him honoui with the liighmosl 
distinction. Now Zayn al-Asnam was by nature conscientious 
albeit young in years; so lie letmncd the Imam Aim Hakrs 
civilities with all courtesy and scaling him beside himself upon 
his high-raised divan, bade bring for him aniheigii.s , d a coflco. 
Then the tables were spread foi bleak fast and tlu: twain aUs and 
drank their sufficiency, whereafter they fell to chatting like boon 
companions. Presently the Imam asked the Prince, saying, '*() 
my lord Zayn al-Asnam, doth thy Highness design maiding long 
in this our city of Baghdad?" and the olhei answered, " Yes 
indeed, 8 0 our lord the Imam, 'lis my intention to (any hcio I'm 
a while until such time as my requirement shall be lullilled.” 
The Imam enquiicd, “And what may be the requiiemcM ol my 
lord the Emil ? Haply when I hcai it 1 may devote my life 
thereto until I can fulfil it.” Quoth the Prince, “ My object is to 
marry a maiden who must be comely exceedingly, aged fifteen 
years'; pure, chaste, virginal, whom man hath never soiled and 
who during all her days never lusted foi male kind : moieover, she 
must be unique foi beauty and loveliness.’ 1 The Imam lejoinerl, 
“O my lord, this be a thing hard of finding indeed, haul exceed 
ingly; but I know a damsel of that age who answereth to thy 
description, Kei father, a Warir who resigned succession and 
office of his own freewill, now dwellelh in his mansion jealously 
overwatching his daughter and her education; and I opine that 
this maiden will suit the fancy of thy Highness, whilst she will 
mjcice m an Emir such as thyself and eke hei patents will lie 
equally well pleased ” The Prince lephed, «Inshaliah, this damsel 
whereof thou speakcsl will suit mo and supply my wmu, ami lire 
furtherance of my desire shall be at thy hands, llul, O om loul 
the Imam, 'tis my wish fust of all things to look upon hei ami see 
if she be puie or otherwise; and, as legaidmg het singiihu come¬ 
liness, my conviction is that thy word suldeolh and tlmie 
avouchment is veridical. Of her purity, boss ever, even thou caitsl 
not bear sure and certain testimony in i expect to that condition.” 
t. . the Imam, “How is it possible foi you, 0 my loul the 
Emir, to learn from her face aught of hei and her honoui , also 


1 1 nr Ik'' Fa f a J i >? 1 ?'” f,,r wll 'dl SCO lllgllls .\\i. Mill NS\j, 

2 l or this wphioilibiac sec nrghl ilk, 

3 In Hie U-M “ Ay niam," bt.ll a popular espu^iuj,. 
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whethei .she be puie or not, indeed, if this be known to youi 
Highness you must be an adept in physiognomy. 1 However, if 
)our Highness be willing to accompany me, I will bear you to the 
mansion ol her sue and make you acquainted with him, so shall he 

set her bcfoie you."-And Shahra/ad was suipiised by the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her peimittcd say. 

jQoto toljen it ions tfjc JFnic ljjiurtu-cli mil QTcnt/) jftijifc 

Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sister mine, an thou be othei than sleepy, 
Lull us one of thy fair tales, so therewith we may cut shoiL the 

waking hours of Lhis our night,” and quoth Shalmmid :-It hath 

leached me, 0 King of the Age, that the Imam Abu Pakr took 
the Piince and passed with him into the mansion of the Wazir, 
and when they onLeied, both salam’d to the housc-niastci and he 
lose and leccived them with gieetings, especially when he learned 
that an Emu had visited him and he understood from the Imam 
that Zayn al-Asnam inclined to wed his daughter. So he summoned 
hoi to his presence and she came, whereupon he bade her raise her 
face-veil ; and, when she did his bidding, the Piince consideied hei 
and was ama/ecl and perplexed at her beauty and loveliness, he 
never having seen aught that livalled her in brightness and bril¬ 
liancy, So quoLh he in his mind, “ Would to Heaven I could win 
a damsel like this, albeit this one be to me unlawful.” Thinking 
thus he diew forth the miiror fiom his pouch and consideied her 
image caicfully when, lo and behold 1 the crystal was bright and 
clean as viigm silver, and when he eyed hei semblance in the glass 
lie saw it pure as a while dove’s. Then sent he foitlmght for the 
Kazi and witnesses and they knotted the knot and wrote the wiit 
ancl the bride was duly throned. Presently die Prince took the 
Wa/ir his fathei-in-law into Ins own mansion, and to the young 
lady he sent a present of costly jewels and it was a notable 
mamagoTostival, none like it was cvci seen; no, never. Zayn 
al-Asnam applied himself to inviting the folk light royally and did 
honour due lo Abu Paler the Imam, giving him abundant gifts, 
and foiwaidud to the biide's father offenngs of notable raiitics. 
As soon as the wedding ended, Mubaiak said to the Prince, “ 0 
my loid, lei us ause and wend out ways lest we lose our time in 
leisure, foi that we sought is now found.” Said the Prince, “ Right 

1 Audi. “ 'II111 al-IIlali," gen. liansluled Aslioli>i»y, 1 ml heie meaning 
scientific Physiognomy. All these In .indies of science, including Palmisliy, are 
nearb eunnecled; the features and the fingers, mounts, lines, elc., being lefmrcil 
lo Lhe sun, muun and planets. 
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thou art ” ; and tuismg with his companion, the twain lull to 
equipping them foi tiavel and gat ready foi the hiide a covmml 
litter 1 to be earned by camels, and they set out. WiLhal Mutotmk 
well knew that the lYince was deep in love to the young lady. So 
he took him aside, and said to him, “0 my lord Zayn al-Asnam, I 
would warn thee and enjoin thee to keep watch and ward upon thy 
senses and passions, and to obseivc and pic,setve the pledge by thins 
plighted to the King of the Jann.” “0 Mubarak,” replied the 
Prince, “an thou knew the love-longing and ecstacy which luvo 
befallen me of my love to this young lady thou woulilsl feel ruth 
for me! Indeed, I novel think of aughL else save of taking her 
to Bassorah, and of going m unto her.” Mubamlc rejoined, 4< 0 my 
lord, keep thy faith and ho not fake to thy pact, lest a snie harm 
betide thee and the loss of thy life as well .is that of (lie young 
lady. 3 Remembei the oath thou swarcsl, nor suffer lust" to lay thy 
mason low and despoil thee of all thy gains and thine honmu and 
thy life." “Do thou, 0 Mubarak,” rcloiled the I’nuee, “ liiscom.* 
warden over hci, noi allow me ever to look upon hut.” • - And 
Shahra/ad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say hoi 
permitted say. 

J3.ui ujficn U Uiafi tfjc Jibe nntr ©Irtimili Jftigftf, 

Quoth Dunyatfid, “0 sistei mine, an thou he other than sleepy, 
tell us one of thy fair tales, so theiewith we may cut shod I he 

waking hours of this om night,” and quoth Sluhra/ad :.It hath 

reached me, O King of the Age, that Mubarak, al’lei warning Y ..\yit 
al-Asnam to protect the virgin bride against himself, lull also lo 
defending her as his deputy; also he prevented the lYmeo Tiom 
even looking upon her. They then Uavcllcd along the road unto 
the Island of the Jann, aftei ’ they had passed by the lm<: 
leading unto Misi * But when the hiide saw that the. w.iyftm* hail 

l Arab “ ftlihallah bi-tukhtrawan": sec nights Ixxii. mid ivirssh. 
a The Si. V. femme explicit: l * do not so, or (tic King „| n, t - J n , m , v >ll slay 
llicc, even before thou cansl enjoy hci and will tuny lici away." 

3 Arab M Shahwati,” the rawest and most direct Lonn. The Moslem 
retimous has no shame of this passion. 1 have heard of a IVisi-m hn.un. u | m 
7 f'?. 1 * 4 “ he was sleeping in a Irieud’s house, awoke the muslci with, 
ShahyhcMr™ - 'l am curving foi love !" and was nl once m.itifinl by u 
Aim ah, temporary and extempore m.uri.igc lo one ol the slave-nils. Tlicsr 
morganatic marriages are not, I may note, allowed lo the .Sunnis, 

.WIatot™drLl! f “ llwl, s..ll l.,,.,,!,,, 
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waxed longsomc noi had beheld her bridegroom foi all LhaL lime 
since the weddmg-mght, she lumcd to Mubaiak and said, “Allah 
upon thee ; infoim me, 0 Mubaiak, by the life of thy loid the 
Emit, have we faied Lhis far distance by commandment of my 
bndcgioom Prince Zayn al-Asnam?” Said he, “Ah, O my lady, 
sote indeed is thy case to me, yet must I disclose to thee the 
seciet iheieof which be this. Thou imaginest that Zayn 
al-Asnam, the King of Bassorah, is thy btidegioom; but, alas! 
’Lis not so. He is no husband of thine, nay, the deed he diew 
up was a mere pietext in the presence of thy patents and thy 
people; and now thou ait going as a bnde to the King of the 
Jann, who lequued thee of the Prince.” When the young lady 
heard these woids, she fell to shedding tears and Zayn al-Asnam 
wept for hei, weeping bittei teai.s fiom the excess of his love and 
affection. Then quoth the young lady, “Ye have not pity in you 
nor feeling foi me ; neither feat ye aught of Allah that, seeing 
in me a stiangei maiden ye cast me into a calamity like this. 
What leply shall ye leluin to the Loid on the Day of Reckoning 
foi such lieason ye woik upon me?” I-Iowevei, her woids and 
her weeping availed her naught, for that they stinted not way¬ 
faring with hoi until they reached the King of the Jann, to whom 
they forthright on anival made offot of her. When he consideied 
the damsel she pleased him, so he turned to Zayn al-Asnam and 
said to him, “Verily the bride thou bioughlesl me is exceeding 
beautiful and passing of loveliness; yet lovchet and moic beautiful 
to me appear thy tiue faith and the masteiy of thine own passions, 
thy maivellous punty and valiance of heart. So hie thee to thy 
home and the Ninth Statue, wherefor thou askedst me, by thee 
shall be found beside the othei images, for I will send it by one of 
my slaves of the Jann.” Hereupon Zayn al-Asnam kissed his 
hand and maiclied back with Mubaiak to Caiio, where he would 
not abide long with his companion but, as soon as he was rested, 
of his extreme longing and anxious yearning to see the Ninth 
Statue, he hastened Ins navel homewatds. Withal he ceased not 
to be thoughtlul and sonowful concerning his maiden-wife and on 
account of het beauty and loveliness, and he would fall to gioamng 
and crying, “ 0 foi my lost joys whose cause wast thou, O singular 
in every chaim and attraction, thou whom I boie away fiom thy 
patents and earned to the King of the Jann. Alas, and woe worth 

the day!” -And Shahiazad was surprised by the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her pei milled say. 
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Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sistei mine, an thou be othci Umii 

tell us one of thy fair tales, so therewith we .nay cut shut ti c 

waking hours of this our night," and quoth Slmhin/ac :-1 ™ h 

reached me, 0 King of the Age, that Zayn ril-Asnam fell to 
chiding himself for the deceit and tteasoi. which he had ptaclised 
upon the young lady’s patents, and for bringing and offeung her 
to the King of the Jana Then he set out nor ceased Unveiling 
1,11 such time as he reached Basso.ah, when he entered his palace, 
and after saluting his mothci, he apprized her of all things that 
had befallen him She icphed. “Aiise, 0 my son, that wc may- 
look upon the Ninth Statue, for I rejoice with cMicmc joy at its 
being m our possession" So both descended into the pavilion 
where stood the eight images of piecious gems, and hue they 
found a mighty marvel. *T\vas this. In lieu of seeing the Ninth 
Statue upon the golden throne, they found seated thereon the 
young lady whose beauty suggested the sun Zayn al-Asnam 
knew her at first sight and presently she addiessed him saying, 
“ Marvel not for that here thou findest me in place of that whoie- 
for thou askedst; and I deem that thou shall not legiol no, icpent 
wliea thou occeptest me instead of that thou souglucst” Said he, 
“No, by Allah, 0 life-blood of my heart, verily thou ail the end 
uf emy wish of me not would I exchange thee foi all the gems of 
the universe Would thou knew what was the sonow which 
surcharged me on account of oui separation and of my reflecting 
that I took thee from thy patents by fraud and I loie thee as a 
present to the King of the Jann. Indeed I had well-nigh 
determined to forfeit all my piofit of the Ninth Statue and Lo 
bear thee away to Bassorah as my own bride, when niy conn ado. 
and councillor dissuaded me from so doing lest I bring about 
my death and thy death.” Nor had Zayn al-Asnam ended his winds 
ere they heard the loar of thundeiings that would lend a mount and 
shake the earth, whereat the Queen-mother was seized with mighty 
fear and affright. But presently appeared the King of the j inns, 
who said to hoi, "0 my lady, fear not’ 'Tis I, the pioteelot of thy 
sou, whom I fondly affect foi the affection borne to me by his .sire. 
I also am he "'ho manifested myself to him in his sleep, and my 
object therein was to make tual of his valiance mul to leant an lie 
could do violence lo his passions for the sake of ins pi out iso, ut 
whelhet the beauty of this lady would so tempt and alhiic him that 

he could not keep Ins ptonnse lo me with due leg-ltd,-And 

Mhahin/.id was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say hut 
per milled say 
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Jftoiu iuljcii it tunc fljc JTiuc Ijhm&vcii nni tfrfjiytccnflj JBiffbt, 

Quoth Dunyruad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
tell us one of thy fail tales, so llieiewilh we may cut shoil the 

waking hours of this oui night," and quoth Shahra/ad:-It hath 

leached me, 0 King of the Ago, that the King of the Jann said to 
the Qucen-molhei, “Indeed Zayn al-Asnam hath not kept faith 
and covenant with all nicely as icgauis the young lady, in that he 
longed for hei to become his wife. Ilowcvei, I am assuied that 
this lapse befell him fiom man’s natural and inheient fiailty albeit 
I repeatedly enjoined him to defend and protect hei until he 
concealed Horn her his face. I now accept’ this man’s valour and 
bestow hot upon him to wife, foi she is the Ninth Statue by me 
promised to him and she is fauoi than all these jewelled images, 
the like of hei not being found in the whole ivoild of men save by 
the laiest of chances." Then the King of the Jann turned to the 
Pi inee and said Lo him, “0 Emu Zayn nl-Asnam, this is thy 
btide lake hei and enjoy hei upon the one condition that thou 
love hei only noi choose foi thyself another one in addition to 
her; and I pledge myself that her faith theewards will be of the 
faiiesl.” Hereupon the King of the Jann disappeared and the 
Piince, gladdened and rejoicing, went forth with the maiden and 
foi his love and affection lo her he paid to her the first ceremonious 
visit that same night 2 and he made biide-feasts and banquets 
llnoughoul his realm, and in due lime he foimally wedded her 
and went in unto hei. Then he stabhshed himself upon the throne 
of his kingship, and ailed it, bidding and forbidding, and his consoit 
became Queen of Uassoiah. Iiis mother left this life a shoit while 
nflerwaids, and they both mourned and lamented their loss. Lastly, 
he lived with his wife in all joyance of life till there came lo them the 

Deslioyet of delights and the Separator of societies.-And 

Shahia/ad was sin prised by the dawn of day and ceased to say hot 
pleasant 11 say 

1 Ai.il). “ Knhhnlui ”=I have accepted, z'.e., I accept emphatically, Awihs 
use this form in MUidiy social W.msactions, such ns insunages, sales, con Wads, 
luigains and so foith, lo denote Hint rhe engagement is, meiocablc and that no 
change can lie made. Do Sacy neglected lo note this in his (jraininni, but 
esplnins it m his Clueslomathy (i <|.|, 53), and lightly adds that the use of this 
cneigclir form pcul-tite ic/aii imcepiible tF applications plui It endues. 

2 La unit tie FeuhA\ say the 1 'iench : see Tome, “ Leylct ert dukhlah" 
(M. 1?., cha]it vi ) 

3 Tins Mb. uses “MiUh” (pleasant) ioi “MuMh” (pcimiued). I must 
icniark, befoic palling with Zayn al-Asnam, that its object is Lo inculcate lli.it the 
pi ne of a good wife is “ fin nhovo mines ” (1’iov. .\.\xi. io : see the lest of this 
line chapter), a virtuous woman being ".1 mown lo her liuslnnd” {ibid. \xii. 4); 
and “a pnulcnl wife is hom the Laid” (Pun. six. i.|\ The whole tale is told 
with 1 \Wenie delicacy, ami the want of roughness and energy suggests 11 Kuiopc.ui 
oiigin. 
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THE TALE OF ZAYN AL-ASNAM, 

(TURKISH.) 


NOTE l 


I. The following version has been kindly made for me by Mi IC. J. W. (lilib, 
i'f Glasgow, author of “Ottoman Poems” llie “Sloty ofjew.ul,” .uni mi uwdlnil 
tr,uniat ion of “The History of the Foily Vezirs." I now |m tu'ccil iniptolo hum 
Mr. Gibb’s “Foreword, 11 

The Iniok from which the followmg sloiy 1ms lieen translated was |irniU'il at 
CimsUintmopIc in A, II rz6S; and is entitled Mukhaypahi/.i Iniuu-i it/iiln / 
(in nth ‘Ah ‘Aziz Ejeutti =Phantasm-, from the Divine I’lesenic, l>y ‘All ‘Ad/ 
Dfemli of Crete. The printer has given the following note at llu* beginning of llu> 
volume ; it appears to have occurred in the MS. copy which he had. 

“ P/uiiitusuis Jiaui the Divine Pusence, 
of 'Ali ‘Aw Efcndi the Cretan 
12X1 ( = 1796-7). 

“ In the year afore-aid did the aljove-nnmcd F.fendi complete this honk ; and at 
that (same) lime he went to Prussia along w ith an embrn-jy, and the* e he pAswd away. 
As he was versed in the mystic and philosophic science-., ai,d mighty in giving 
answers, clear and silencing, on obscure questions in cvuiy bunch of learning, be 
airanged anil wiote down, in the form 0 f a special treatise, llu*enidile replies 
winch heafior.led to the intenogations of ccitain distinguished poisons among the 
plidosoplicrs of Kuiojic, concerning the 1 evolving of the sphere*, (in 1 slial.u.I f)i<> 
elements, ancl other matters natural . such (a woik was it) that fiom (lie (l s,i| 
thereof the estent of his learning might Ir.avc been known unio men ol srintc ■■ 
And he had a work on mysticism, entilted Vandal, and other wiilmps (ns well). 
Ihil Ins hens knowing not then v ft | u c, destroyed and lost them i liowm-r, vnne 
among them came into the hands of ceitdin of his friends, who (me edited mnl 
published them.” 


.Sitc/i is ninth,, on the bach of (his 




Tins last line is the printer’s note. 

The Author's Preface may lie translated as follows 
“ ltolling up the ob-.ervane«, oi preamble mid canoeUine the |i.| r , ,a 
tiiWplHiw, it is humbly declared that, while Tor a retain season turning ov,, ,).e 
dice s of these pages or r cv c| at ,on s am! inspi, a iions, in the college of ,|,.si„. and 

the library of imagination, a well-worn hook With a lengthymmciidk omul.,I 
Khi.Rsat-al-Khayal, (compiled) from the Syriac and Hebrew nml olhrt wi 
aid by in the vault of oblnion, was seen of my warning-beholding eye. When 
)l had been entirely perused and its stuuge nutter considered, ()> t ],L V 

-* ailuni»iL‘nt „r ,1,0 



29 


The Tale of Zayn al-Asnam 

offered to the nolice of them of penetration. For nil tli.it this book is of the class 
of phantasms, still, as il bus been wiltten in conformity ivilli ilic position of tlic 
readcis of (these) limes, it is of its virtues thnl its puiiisil will of a surety dispel 
sadness of heail; and when this has been proved, saying — 

Unworthy though the reed pen’s labour be, 

A blessing may it gam, ‘A 71 /,! for thee, 

I imploie that my poor name be raised aloft on Lhe tongues of prayers ” 

Then come the three Mukhayyal.il, or Phantasms, each consisting of a 
principal stoiy with several subordinate tides. 

The Flirt. Miikhayy.il is largely made rip of incidents from the following 
stoiies in the Thousand and One Mights . Kama-US' Zenun, Zcyn ul Ksnrnn, 
Pi nice Amjntl, and the Enchanted Horse. Here are all woven into one connected 
whole, along with a lot about a king of the Jinn and the City of Ji'duilqa, nnd 
some stoiles that arc new to me. 

The Second Mukhnyynl I have translated and published undei the title of (he 
“ SLory of Jew.id.” 

'Plie Thud consists of a number of stones that I have never met Ireloie. 

The object of the entire work appears lo be the exaltation of the supernatural 
poweis claimed by holy men. I meditate making a complete translation some 
day. Meanwhile the following is my veision of 

THE TALE OF ZAYN AL-ASNAM, 

" Then he (' Alxl us-Samed, King of Screndib or Ceylon) icquesled Prince 
Asll, fiist Logo along with him lo the lmrcm in older that lie might show him a 
slinngc thing The Piincc consented; so they entered llnongli the Imiein door, 
and alter crossing the vestibule and hall, they came to a garden at the end of 
which was the dnoi of a subterranean vault, whilhei they went. The door was of 
lurid steel} and the king drew the key thereof from Ins pocket and opened it, nnd 
they descended by twelve steps into the interior of the vnull. Then they entered 
n place in the midsl ihcieof shaped like the cupola of a bath; and the lhijicesnw 
that in the middle of [bis place \vns a ciicnlar lank, some fifteen cubits lound, 
wi ought and fnshioned of Calhayan jasper, nnd filled lo ovci flowing with diamonds 
and ememlds, and spinels find red rubies, the vciy lenst of which were a raiity of 
the ago. And lound about the lank were ten bejewelled stands, on each of 
which (save one) was set an image, every one more splendid than the other, and 
all of pure gold. And they were adorned with thousands of cosily jewels, 
tinrsuies of the age, such that nil the gems that were in the tank could not have 
bought those upon one image. \Vhilc they weie looking at these tilings. King 
‘Ahd-us-Snmed, with almost lowliness, begged the 1’iince to accept this ticnsuie; 
but as he replied, saying, “ Lot us go foillt and think idxniC it, 1 ’ they went out ami 
ic tinned to theirehnnrbei. Again the King urged the Pnnce lo accept it; but 
(lie litllei, lui wing the ronversn lion into anollicr course, slid ; “My King, while 
the stands be tell, the linages aio nine ; how comes it that one stand bus no 
image? Have you given it to anyone?” The King lcplicd, “My Lord, my 
Prince, it is a wondrous tale,” And ns the Prince begged him to relate it, King 
‘Abil-us-Saineil thus began lo speak ; 

Tin-: STORY OF 'A/W-US-SAMED, AUNG OF CEYLON, 

“ I, your slave, Sultan of this Ceylon, am son of the late Murlazif Slufli, I 
was twenty yeais old when I ascended my ancestral throne on the death of my 
father; I shove earnestly in (he ordinance of (he icalm, and wrought mail fully 



Supplemental Nights , 

and skilfully to perform the duties of kingship* One night my folhci came (in n 
vision) to my side ami addressed me, saying, * My son, I luve A Iasi teijncsl to 
make ot thee ; hut I will not tell it thee save thou undertake to ncramplish it 
Hiihout knowing what it be; but if them swear by God l» accomplish U, I will 
declare H to thee * As it is beyond doubt that fathers or inotheis would not nigc 
their children to unbecoming deeds, I without hesitation swore to accomplish it. 
fluin my father took nic by the hand and led me to the treusmu wliirh Hum hast 
■cen. When I beheld it I abode bewildered at the greatness of the iidles. On 
dint empty stand was a paper in my father’s handwriting; tins f took and rend, 
ami these words were in«nihed thereon. ‘My son, in that thou hast undcilnkcn 
to fulfil it, if thou accomplish not this my last request, he my two hands upon thy 
uiUar. Them shall go hence to Cairo; there m the Romnclin Square, haul by the 
KrdeblI Fountain, is ft revered personage whom llicy call lim Sliaykh Mubumk. 
He Ls roaster of the secret sciences, mid he it is who hath given me all this 
treasure, Lay thy face in the dust at Ins feet, and with Uttermost IwmblomM 
kg of him this lacking image ; for the image which still lemnins is worth many 
treasures like to tins If thou sit upon my throne without having piocnu-d llml 
Image, thou shall be « lelrcl against me.’ I marvelled at these wolds of my 
rather, and seeing he had heaped up such vast riches, he should still after his 
death be so driven ns to urge upon me the toils of a journey and the ninny 
dangers that must attend it, only that that stand might not remain empty lhit 
ns no escape was possible, I constrainedly determined to set out, and having 
appointed my verir regent, 1 disguised myself and started for Cairo. 

“When I reached Cairo, I went to the nfoiosaul place, and having eiuiuiieil 
for the ShayVh Mifouak, went up to bis door, at which I knocked, A skiw-gi,] 
cvmc and opened the door, and taking me in led me into the jucscnce of the 
stmykh I saw him to be a man of about Gvcon&forty years nl age ft on, 
whoso countenance beamed the rays of the light 0 f God. I went foiw .,,’,1 nn,| 
kissed his feet reverently, whereon he said, ‘Upon tlic c be peace, my so,, « Al,,| 
iis-Samcd; I rejoice for that thou hast fulfilled the last request 0 f thy f, 

J , done And he motioned m c to be seated. Straightway they Immylu 
food am after I had eaten ant been nobly entreated, he, leaving not to , m * L 
nesd of declaring my want, said, ‘My son, thy dcsi.c will not be withheld ; hut 

uw? !,u rl? man> ' SC . ,VlCeS l CrC ,,c * loe < *■««.* ami mU ihnl 

,A ,* 10,10 rt ® a ser / ,cc - *hou c, inst not win to thy wish. I n w 

service or thee to perform; if thou 1* abl e to Perform it, I Klve 

r -BSr « 

ssr £££?££%: sr r r: * 

silUge, until tbovr find „ccA ' £ 1i * . <U| ! 1 ,M * ^ 1(1 

firteeiilh jc.tr, who, besides lvein E \\>t ri , n u, ^ 0inl, ' ( ‘ ,l( h m 

I Wes of ,’ove : ^ thou 3 briXt TZZT^ 7 7^ f,, ‘ ll ‘" 
hand touch hers ; and I will give ihc Q °he ima « c „ '^ ‘I')’ 
or to obtain delight Ly returning not to me, klow tLt fl 1 ?. l ,l,,] J° sc tlw h'liciy, 
made imswer* | mav seek and find rt, . . ‘ death is rutuin.’ [ 

-teas of the heart that I should know tli.T^Vhmtr^lll!, 7 7 ,1 "‘ 

sni " ,llc l Hiis part q[ the ,miter )s hard 1 TLc< J i ^ • M ''' ‘ m tmu ' 
nmrot and a purse, awl said, ‘When thou hast found a ' SZSZTi 


lu-mily 
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and other such particulars to my description, hold this nmrm to her face, and if 
it become clouded, she is not the desned one, foi hci mind is sullied ; but if Lire 
mirror remain blight, she is the chaste one we desuc. llowcvei, the accomplish¬ 
ment or this maltci will leqnirc much outlay, so spend from this purse; with 
Grid’s pei musion it will not become exhausted.'. 

“ Accordingly, I took the mnrorand the purse, and having kissed the Shaykh’s 
feel, mid bade linn farewell, nmlaftci resting Ihrce days in a Khan, I set out 
on the road to Damascus. I wandcled tlnough Damascus, Aleppo, Syria, (lie 
islands of the Mediteiiaucatr, Constantinople, Rumcha, Frank land, and many 
many kingdoms and cities; and although I found some perfect in beauty, I 
found none whose chastity could abide the trial of the mirroi. A certain man 
told me that thcic were in Ifoghdad many lx antics peifect in loveliness, and said, 
'If you go thither, belike you may find the fair one whom you seek.' So I 
wcnl to Ihglulod and rented a house in a certain quarter and having taken up my 
abode there, began the senicli. The Imam of the quaitei wns an old man named 
Jlaji Jlelcr, who used to come to my house at nights to converse with me. One 
night I told him (he secret of my heart and said, 1 If thou canst find a gut such ns 
1 wish, that is, such ns were acceptable to my taste, 1 will give thee ten purses; 
amt from that may lie judged how I shall tieal (hegirl and hci relations. Hut even 
if, through the favour of Gnd Most High, she be found, I may not many her until 
I hove gone and kissed the feel of my fathei who is grand Vczn of Egypt. IF they 
will give mo the gill whom I approve with this condition, I will cover hcv parents 
and i flat ions with favours. ’ Then the Imam, aftei pondering awhile, thus made 
answer, 1 The lChalifha.su Vo?u named Nusir, whom he dismissed from his service, 
having been displeased at ccitain of his actions ; this Vczii has for ft long tunc sat 
in the nook of rclticmcnl, and lie has fallen a prey to exceeding poverty unci in¬ 
digence. He has a daughter named Mihr-i-Dil, 1 who is now in her fourteenth or 
fifteenth year She is well known among the women, who say that hci like has 
never been created upon earth. If she suit your l.istc, she may do; if not, it will 
be vain to look foi another, hoping to find one bolter than she.’ When I heard 
these words I put ten florins into the Imam’s hand, saying, ' He this shoe 
money : go to-morrow to the gill's father and tell him of the affair j and if lie be 
willing to give her, bring lire word.' 

“ lie came next day and told me he had spoken to the girl's father, that lie 
was willing, ami that they were awaiting my going to then house So I straight¬ 
way set out in all Imstc for the desired quarter, and reached their abode. After I 
had met her father and converged with Him, he took rue into another room where 
his daughter was standing covered with a veil. Her father went up to her, and 
when he bad raised the veil fiorn lus daughter’s face, I saw llial she wns a loveling 
nl the soul, such that not merely wns the Shaylch's description insufficient, but that 
never heart oi imagination had conceived her like. The glance of her eyes wns a 
distui her of the world such that with one look it made my soul like to hell through 
the file of love, and maddened me, taking me out of myself. Foi ill with I pulled 
nut the minor and held it to her face, and when I saw that there was thereon no 
trace of dullness, even as the Slmykh had said, I made sure of Her chastity. When 
I came foi th I kissed her father's hand and prayed him to accept me to sort-in-law, 
and he blessed me, saying, ' There is no refusal; may the lord of the worlds giant 
to both of you life and fortune,' The Imam, the Mn'c?/m and the assembly were 
straightway summoned, and when the marriage cciemony was completed, I gave 
the ten purses I brut promised and also ten thousand sequins for the wedding 

1 i e. Sim of the Heart. 
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expenses, and things proper to women to the value of two hundred puise*, which I 
had prepared before hand. 1 took from the purse to the amount of about two 
hundred purses and giving it to the Imam I'fendi, sent liim off with it, (haL they 
might buy whatsoever dresses they should wish, AikI I gave them notice, saying, 
* I may not tarry longer than a week, then I must set out whit bet I mean to grt ; 
let them be ready.’ 

“When I had delivered poor Nasir and lus belongings fiom all need, I got ready 
all things ncces«Hi> for the journey, and we started on the way to Egypt. While 
on the journey, I assisted the maiden in mounting into and alighting fiom the 
litter and as the pacu girl thought I was hei husband, she took no heed but dis¬ 
closed her fair face to me, whereupon my wit and undei standing were ravished, 
ami passion and longing brought tue to such a pass that I would have ahum limed 
wealth and bond, image arid treasure, nay, even the world itself, but that dusftd 
of the Slujkh and fear for iny life held me back bom accomplishing my th-siu! J 
fori knew that if I touched but so much as her hand with mine, my death urns 
certain. Accordingly I endured it as I might, nnd sighed and groaned night and 
day. When \vc were come to within an horn’s journey of C'aiio, I went up to iIn¬ 
side of the girl’s liltei, and caused her to alight. T made them pitch a sun-lenl ill 
the shade of which wo sat down, anil then I laid bare to her the societ that Was in 
my heart, and told her that 1 was taking her for the ShnykU •, whereupon lu'i 
wailing and lamentations ascended to the heavens, and she hunted and became 
senseless We placed her in this plight in the Intel 1 and when wc readied Hie 
Sha)Mi’s house I knocked ac the door theieof. Again a slave-gnl ciUiit* and 
opened the door and took us in. I caused the girl to alight, and took lid 
into the presence of Ike Shnykh, whose feet 1 kissed. Uc said ‘ Upon th.'o he 
peace, my son ; thy service is accepted and thy endeavour thanked ; lo, n ,a»- 
fulness is the name of this I rejoice exceedingly that tlu.« hast botiu up up am si 
the urging of passion m sucli .i case Thou shall live long and ieup gicat goo.l 
from this scn, C e.’ Then fie asked for the purse and the luiiroi, wluVIi I fojd 
before him. lie continued, ‘Now, do thou again abide in Cnlto dum.g U m -e 
days, ami thm go to thine own country and thou shall find the wishcd-fm'iimim' 
placed upon the empty stand.’ 1 

‘‘Again I kissed his feet and bade him fmcwcll, and aflei tallying fin tln ( ,f 
days in Cairo, returned to my own countiy When l arrived theic I forgaUu-red 

2 X V r/h nnil i a f ftCr 1 h ‘ ,d ’ ,C, 3,1 thnt ,lad l-nWilM 1 . we liiistr-nisl 

together to he buried treasure. He opened the dooi, and when we 

caw upon that ofl-inenlioned stand i„y darling, my beloved, 

senses and understanding forsook me, and I abode in, awtnfo confi,muled, ' Who i 

she saw ,nc she arose ; and there was n paper in lici hand winch she p K . sc iiU'd ()l 

, n \ ) S J me<1 ‘ tllc rw ‘ ltm why thy father and my self deemul il , NAM » 
o subject thee to these trials is tins, that having thcicfoie e.ulmu.l mil 
trouble, thou imghtost know that a virtuous wife is woith many 
such as tins, and consider whether ,t were moic desirable lobml up., , this / 


1 bhhe Znd is his daughtei whom ho want, Puna. Awl 
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Quoth I)unya/ad, “0 si^tei mine, how rare is thy tale and 
delectable ! ” whereto quoth Shaiuazact, “And what is this compaied 
with that I would relate to you on the coming night concerning 
Alacddin 1 and the Enchanted Lamp, an this my loid the King leave 
mo on life?” The King said to himself, “By Allah, I will not slay 
her until she tell me the whole tale.” 

Jftolu loljcn it Uric tfjc JTtue |)imtjycti anti Jfonvtcenf& JQjfliit, 

Quoth Dunyazad, 3 to Shahrazad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be othei 
than sleepy, do tell us some of thy pleasant tales ” j and quoth she, 
“Witli love and good will: I will relate to you the stoiy of 


ALAEDDIN; OR, THE WONDERFUL LAMP.” 

It haLh teached me, O King of the Age, that there dwelt in a city 
of the cities of China a man which was a tailor, withal a pauper, 
and he had one sou, Alacddin hight. Nosv this boy had been from 


x i e. the “ Height or Glory (’Alii) of the Faith (nl-Din)" [iron, AUiuIdecn j 
which is fairly lcpreseiitcd by the old fonn “ Aladdin ” ; and better by Dc Sacy’s 
“Ala-eddin ” The name has occurred in The Nights (nights ccxIk and ccl.); 
it is a household word in England, and wlio lias not heard of Thomas Hood’s 
“ A-lad-in ” ? Easterns write it m five difleienl ways, aiul m the Paris MS. it is 
invariably “ ’All id-din,” which is a palpable mistake. The others arc: (r) 'Ala 
nl-Din, (2) *Al.l yadln, (3) *Alah Din in the II. V , and (4) 'Al.-ia nl-Din (with Hie 
llani7:ih), the last only being ginmmatical. In Gallimd the lltsfoire rlela Lamp 
merve, Marie is picccdcd by the Jhstou e tin Dormcur ICvetlh', which, being “ The 
Stoiy of Abu al-Ilasaw the Wag, or the Sleeper awakened, of the Btesl, Edit, 
(nights cckxi.-cc\c. 'j, is licre omitted. The Alacddin Story exists in germ in Tale 
11, of the “ Druviih.m Nights Entertainments ” (Mndana Kaniara-S.ink.idai), by 
Pandit H. M. Natisa Sliaslu (Madras, 1868, ami London, Tntbner). We me told 
by Mr, Coole that it is well represented in Italy, The Mussina version is by 1 ’itrfe, 
“ La Lanlema M.igica," also the Palenmlan “ Lanleme” ; it is “ II MatiIvmnno 
til Cnjnssi ” of Home (R. II. Hush’s Folk-fore) j “ II Gallo c il Mngo,” of Viscnlim's 
“Fiabc Man to vane,” ami the “ Pesciolino,” and "Il Conladino chenvevatic 
Figli,” of Imbriana. In “ LaFanciulla c il Mugo,” of De Gubeinntis (“Novelline 
di Santo Stefano de Calcenaja,” p. 47), occuis the popular incident of the oiigmal. 
“ The Magician was not a magician for nothing. He feigned to Ire a hawkei and 
fared tlnough the streets, crying out, 1 Donne, donne, chi baiatta anelli di ferro 
contia anelli di nigentu ?' “ 

Alacddin lias ever been a favourite with the stage Early ill the present 
century it was mtioduced to the Parisian opeia by M. lilicnnc, to the Feydeau by 
Theaulon’s La Cloihellc', to the Gymnase by La Petite -Law/e of MM Scribe and 
Melesville, unci to the Panorama Draniatiquc by MM. Merle, Cartouche, and 
Soinlinc (Gaultier, vu. 380) 

2 This MS. always uses Dlnarztd like Gal and, 
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his babyhood a ne’er-do-well, a scapegrace ; and, wiuni be rcac'liccl 
K ._ vear his father inclined to teach him Ins own bade , and, 
f OT that he was over indigent to expend money upon his fining 
other work or craft or apprenticeship, he look the lad into Ins 
shop that he might be taught tailonng. But as Alaeddm was 11 
scapegiace and a ne'er-do-well, and wont to play at all times with 
lh/gutter boys of the quarter, he would noL wl m the s ioj 
for & single day; nay, he would await bn fiUbL-H 
some purpose, such as to meet a creditor, when he would run oil 
at once and fare forth to the gaidens with the oilier scapeguucs 
and low companions, his fellows. Such was Ins case ; coun.su) ami 
castigation were of no avail, nor would he obey eilhei IMicnt in 
aught or learn any trade; and piescntly, foi Ins .sadness and 
sorrowing because of his son’s vicious indolence, the UuUw sickened 
and died. Alaeddm continued in his foimer ill anuses, and, when 
his mother saw that her spouse had deceased, and that hot son was 
si scapegrace and good foi nothing at all,' she sold the shop and 
whatso was to be found therein, and fell to spinning cotton yum. 
By this toilsome industiy she fed herself and found food Cor hoi 
son Alaeddm the scapegrace who, seeing himself fieecl from burning 
the seventies of his sire, increased in idleness and low habits; nor 
would he ever stay at home save at mcal-homs, while Ins miserable, 
wretched mothei lived only by what hci hands could spin until 
the youth had reached his fifteenth yeai. And Sliiihia/.ul "as 
surprised by the dawn of day and ceased saying hei permitted say. 


J^Dlu kfjm it \m tic JFttoc lJJtnrtrrtr an* Jiffcnil!) Jl-hgljf, 

Quolh Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Sliabr.i/ad 

replied, “With love and good will.”-It hath leached me, O King 

of the Age, that when Alaeddin had conic to his fifteenth yeai, it 
befell, one day of the days, that as he was sitting about the cjikii uti 
at play with the vagabond boys, behold, a Dm ways! 1 lioni tin; 
Maghrib, the Land of the Setting Sun, came up and stood gazing 
for solace upon the lads, and he looked haul al Alaeddm und 
carefully considered his semblance, scaicely noticing his com¬ 
panions the while. Now this Darwaysh was a Moounan hum 
Inner Morocco and he was a magician who could upluup by his 


i Arab. “’Abadan,” a term much used in diis MS., and used ronei-lly. U 
refers always and only to future lime, past being denoted by " Knthi " fnnn Kull.i 
=he cut (in breadth, ns opposed to Kaddtv=hc cut luiglmvKe). lace Do Siuy, 
Chrtstom,, ix. 443. 
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magic hill upon hill, and he was also an adept in astrology. So 
after nai lowly consideiing Alaeddin he said in himself, “Verily, this 
is the lad I need and to find whom I have left my natal land.” 
Picsently he led one of the children apait and questioned him 
anent the scapegiace saying, “Whose 1 2 son is he?” And he sought 
all information concerning his condition and wlmtso lelatcd to him. 
After this he walked up to Alaeddin and drawing him aside asked, 
“ 0 my son, haply thou ai t the child of Such-an-onc the tailoi ? ” 
and the lad answcied, “Yes, O my lord, but ’tis long since he died.” 
The Maghiabi, 3 the Magician, healing these words threw himself 
upon Alaeddin and wound his arms around Ins neck and fell 
to bussing him, weeping the while with tcais trickling adown his 
cheeks. But when the lad saw the Moorman’s case lie was seized 
with suipiise theieat and questioned him, saying, “What causeth 
thee weep, O my loid; and how earnest thou to know my fathei ?”■ 
“ How canst thou, 0 my son,” leplied the Moorman, in a soft voice 
saddened by emotion, “question me with such quay aftei informing 
me that Lhy fathei and my biother is deceased, foi that lie was my 
brothcr-gci man and now I come fioin my adopted countiy, and 
after long exile I rejoiced with exceeding joy in the hope of 
looking upon him once moie and condoling with him over the 
past; and now thou hast announced to me his demise But blood 
hidclh not fiom blood” and it hath revealed to inc that thou art my 
nephew', son of my biother, and I knew thee amongst all the lads, 
albeit thy fathei, when I paited fiom him, was yet unmanied.” 

-And Shalna/ad was suipiised by the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 


JQoto tafrn It tons (lie JFhic ibmrtiidi nift it^tcentl) jQlffDh 

Quoth Dtinyaaid, “ 0 sistei mine, an thou be otlici than sleepy 
do tell us some of Lhy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shaluawtd replied, 

1 In the text “ I bn nifn,” a vulgarism foi “ninn.” Gnllnncl ackls tli.it die 
tailor's name was Milstaphft —il y uvait un tail few no/nmi Mustafa. 

2 In classirnl Ambit. tlic woul is “ Magluibi,” the local fmm ol die root Glmiaba 
=hc went lar away, ((lie sun), sot, etc., whence “ Maglmbi dwellei in the 
Sunset-land. The vulgni, howevci, piefer “ Magln.ib" mid “ Magln.ibi,” of 
which forugneis made “ Mogicbin.” I'oi other information sec nights dcix. and 
dccccv The “ Moormen ” arc famed ns inngicinns j so we find .i MaglirabiSaldidr 
= wi/aid, who by-Lhc-by lakes part in a trmisfoimation scene like that of die 
Second K.dnndm (night Xiv. The Nights) in p io of Spitta Bey’s “ Contes Arabes 
Modernes,” etc I may nole that "Sihr,” according to Jaulinri and Finwiibitdi — 
anything one can hold by a thin or subtle place, i.e., easy to handle. Hence it 
was applied to all sciences. "SnhhAr” beings to ’Alim (or sage): and the older 
Arabs called poeliy “ Sihi al-hal.il ’’—lawful mngic, 

3 i.e blood is thickei than watci, as die Iligldandois say. 
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“ With love and good will.”-It hath 1 cached me, 0 King o( 

the Age, that the Maghrabi, the Magician, said to the tailor’s 
orphan, “0 my son Alaeddin, and I have now failed in the 
mourning ceremonies and have lost the delight 1 expected from 
meeting thy fathei, my biothei, whom aftei my long banishment 
I liad hoped to see once moie ere I die j but fai (list nil 0 wmnghl 
me this ttouble nor hath the cieatuie aught of asylum horn Lhe 
Creatm or aitifice against the commandments of Allah Almighty.” 
Then he again clasped Alaeddm to his bosom mymg, “O my son, 
I have none to condole with now save thyself; and (lum MnndrM 
m stead of thy sire, thou being his issue and icptesciUahvo and 
‘whoso leave th issue dieth noL, 1 ’ O my child!” So .saying, the 
Magician put hand to purse ancl pulling out ten gold pieces gave 
them to the lad ashing, “0 my son, where is your house and whom 
dwdlcth she, thy mother, and my brothel’s widow?” J’icscnLly 
Alaeddin mose with him and showed him the way to then home, 
and meanwhile quoth the Wizard, “O my son, take these moneys 
and give them to thy mother, greeting hoi hom me, and k-L hoi 
know that thine uncle, thy father’s brother, hath leappi-aiod fmm 
lus exile, and that Inshnllah—God willing—on lhe numow i will 
visit her to salute hei with the salam and see the house wheiein 
my brother was homed and look upon the place where lie lieth 
buried.” Thereupon Alaeddin kissed the Mnghrabi’s hand, and 
after running in his joy at fullest speed to his molhei’s dwelling,’ 
cnletcd to hei clean contrariwise to his custom, inasmuch ns C 
never came near hei save at meal-times only. And when he (mind 
hei, the lad exclaimed in his delight, “0 my mother, 1 gi u> dice 
glad tiding* of mine uncle who hath letmned ho». his ,\\\ v and 
" ho now sendel11 1112 to salute thee.” “O my son,” she 
' mest’cmeth thou mockcst mer Who is this uncle and howV.msi 
dun, have an uncle m the bonds of life?” He tel,lined "Jin,, 
Sayest thou, 0 my mother, Hut I have not living uncles no, kins 
men, when tins man 1 , my f.Uhei’s own biothei ? Indeed l,e 
embrace'l me and bussed me, shedding terns the while, and Lie 
me acquaint thee he.ewith." She leloited, "O my son ve 
t\ot thou haddest an uncle, but he is now dead no, j w . iu , 

Mt Ihou hast other/'--And Shahiawal was , u , lllisM , , 

dawn of day and ceased to sa, her pe, mined say * 


Tile s „„ ,/!]!! iu Tl “' 
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Jftcito |t tend t&e JFibc |)iiniu*rti ante Jfobenteentf) Bijrbt, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whcicupon Shahra/ad re¬ 
plied, “ With love and good will ”-It hath reached me, O King 

of the Age, that the Mai ocean Magician fared forth nest morning 
and fell to finding out Alaeddm, for his heart no longer pci nutted 
him to pait fiom the lad, and, as he was to-ing and fro-mg about 
the city highways, he came face to face with him disporting him¬ 
self, as was his wont, amongst the vagabonds and the scapcgiaces 
So he diew neat to him and, taking his hand, embiaccd him and 
bussed him ; then pulled out of his poke two dinais and said r 
“Hie thee Lo thy mother and give her these couple of ducats and 1 
tell hei that thine uncle would cat the evening-meal with you; so- 
do thou take these two gold pieces and prepare for us a succulent 
supper. But bcfoie all things show me once more the way lo your 
home.” “On my head and mine eyes be it, O my uncle,” icplicd 
the lad and foicwcnt him, pointing out the stieet leading to the 
house. Then the Moot man left him and went his ways and 
Alaeddm inn home and giving the news and the two sequins Lo 
his parent, said, “ My uncle would sup with ns.” So she arose 
.si might way and going to the maikel-sticct bought all she lequiicd ; 
then, ictuining to hei dwelling she boirowed fiom the neighbouis 
whalevei was needed of pans and plaltcis and so foilh, and when* 
the meal was cooked and suppei-timo came she said to Alaeddm, 
“ O my child, the meat is ready but peradvenlute thine uncle 
wottetli not the way to 0111 dwelling; so do thou faie foilh and 
meet him on the load” He icplicd, “To heat is to obey”; and 
hcfoie the twain ended talking a knock was heaid at the doom 
Alaeddm went mil and opened when, behold, the Maghiabi, the 
Magician, togelliei with an eunuch cairying the wine and the' 
dessci t-fiuils ; so the lad led them in and the slave went about 
his business. The Moorman on enteung saluted his sistci-in-law 
with the salam; then began to shed teais and to question her, 
saying, “Wheie be the place wheieon my brother wont to sit?” 
She showed it to him, whereat he went up to it and piostialed 
himsell in prayei 1 and kissed the llooi crying, “Ah, how scant is 
my satisfaction and how luckless is my lot, for that I have lost 
thee, O my biothei, 0 vein of my eye 1 ” And aftei such fashion 


I Out of ic specl lo his brother, who was probably the senior : the II. V, 
expressly so, 
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he continued weeping and wailing till he .swooned away foi excess 
of sobbing and lamentation ; whcicfoi Alacddm’.s ^ motlun was 
certified oF Ins soothfastness So coming up to him she uus.'tl 
him from the floor, and said, “What gain is there in slaying thyself?” 

_And Shahrnzad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 


j3otu lufjcn it luittf tyt Jibe Ujiinlririr Jinn Ciflljtcntff) 


Quoth Dunya/ad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheicupon Shahra/ad icplual, 

“With love and good will”-It hath icachcd me, () King of the 

Age, that Alaeddin’s molhci began consoling the Maghiahi, the 
Magician, and placed him upon the diwanj and, as soon as he 
was seated at lus ease, and be foie the food-days wcic solved up, lie 
fell to talking with hei, and saymg, “0 wife of my In other, it 
must be a wonder to thee how in all thy days thou never sawcsl 
■me nor leninedst thou aught of me dining the life-lime of my 
'brother who hath found meic.y. 1 * Now the tiwson is that forty 
years ago I left this town and exiled myself fiom my biilh place 
and wandered forth ovei all the lands of AMIind and Al-Sind and 
•entered Egypt and settled foi a long time in its magnificent city,’ 
•which is one of the woilcl-wondeis, till at last I fared to the legions 
of the Setting Sun and abode for a space of thirty yea is in the 
Maroccan interior Now one day of the days, O wife of my 
brother, ,ns I was sitting alone at home, I fell to thinking of mil o 
own country and of my biilh-place and of my biolhot (who hath 
found mercy) j and my yearning to see him waxed excessive and 
I bewept arid bewailed my strangerliood and distance Horn him. 
Ami at last my longings dravc me homcwaids until I msolve.d 
upon travelling to the region which was the falling-place ot my 
head 3 * and my homestead, to the end that I might again see my 
brother Then quoth I to myself:—0 man, 1 how long wilt ihmi 
wander like a wild Arab from thy place of birth and native stead? 
Moreover, thou hast one biothei and no more; so up with thee and 
travel and look upon him 5 ere thou die, for who wotleth the woes 


i At Atari. 6 n =my late brother. See nights lii. and Uwiii. 

wirah CaU0 n ° l t0 Al ' Madiiiah > W,I0SC Wle ,s "Al-Muu.iw- 

3 A picluiesque tcun for birth-place. 

any Donc!^ " Y * ” (f ° r Rajl,1)=0 m!m > «» Egyplo-Synon /mm, |»uod as 

5 Arab, Shu. Ivt, the colloquial form of Shuf hu. 
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of the world and the changes of the days? Tivould be saddest 
1 egret an thou lie down to die without beholding thy brothei, and 
Allah (laud be to the Loid !) hath vouchsafed thee ample wealth; 
and belike he may be straitened and in poor case, when thou wilt 
aid thy biothei as well as see him. So I arose at once and 
equipped me foi waifate and recited the Fdtihah; then, whenas 
Friday ptaycis ended, I mounted and tiavclled to this town, aftei 
suffeiing manifold toils and liavails which I patiently endured 
whilst the Loid (to whom be honour and gloiy!) veiled me with 
the veil of His protection. So I entered and whilst wandeiing 
about the streets, the day befoie ycstciday, I beheld my brother’s 
son Alaeddin disposing himself with the boys, and, by God the 
Cheat, O wife of my brother, the moment I saw him this heart of 
mine went forth to him (for blood yeaineth unto blood '), and my 
soul felt and mfoimccl me Lhat he was my very nephew. So I 
foigot all my travails and troubles at once on sighting him and 
I was like to fly foi joy ; but when he told me of the dear one's 
depailuie to the lulh of Allah Almighty, I fainted for stiess of 
distiess and disappointment. Perchance, howcvei, my nephew 
hath informed thee of the pains which picvailed upon me; but 
after a fashion I am consoled by the sight of Alaeddin, the legacy 
bequeathed to us by him who hath found meicy for that ‘whoso 

leavetli issue is not wholly dead . 1 ’ ”-And Shahtamd was surprised 

by the dawn of day and ceasccl to say her pci milled say 

JRcita luljcn It lund tfjc JFtoe |>uutrveti sift iSmetccnty JEhffR 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “0 sislci mine, nil tliou be othei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant talcs,” whcieupon Shahrozad 

lcplied, “With love and good will,"-It hath reached me, 0 

Ring of the Age, that the Maghrabi, the Magician, said to 
Alacddin’s molhei, “ Whoso lcaveth issue is not wholly dead.” 
And when he looked at his sister-in-law she wept at these his 
woids, so he turned to the lad lhat he might cause her forget lfie 
mention of her mate, as a means of comfoiling hei and also of 
completing his deceit, and asked him saying, “ O my son Alaeddin, 
what hast lliou learned in the way of woik and what is thy 
business? Say me, hast thou mas Lei cd any craft whcieby to earn 
a livelihood for thyself and foi thy mother?” The lad was 
abashed and put to shame, and he hung down his head and bowed 
his biow giound-waids, but his patent spake out, “How, forsooth? 
By Allah, he knowclh nothing at all, a child so ungracious as this 

1 Foi the same sentiment see “ Julmtr” the Sea born, nights dccxliii, -xliv. 
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I never yet saw; no, never 1 All the day long he idlelh away Ins 
time with the sons of the quarter, vagabonds like himself, and his 
father (0 regeet of me!) died not save of dolour foi him And I 
also ant now in piteous plight: I spin cotton and toil at my distaff 
night and day, that I may earn me a couple of scones of bread 
which we eat togethei. This is his condition, O my bi other-in¬ 
law j and, by the life of thee, he conrclh not neat me save at 
meal-times and none other. Indeed, I am thinking to look the 
house-door noi evei open to him again but leave him to go and 
seek a livelihood whoieby lie can live, for that 1 am now giown a 
woman m yeais and have no longei strength to toil and go abouL 
for a maintenance afiei this fashion O Allah, I am compelled to 
provide him with daily biead when I icquiie to be piovulcd ! ” 
Hereat tire Moorman turned to Alaeddin and said, *MVhy is this, 
0 son of my brother, thou gocst about in such ungmeioiisncss ? 
’Tis a disgrace to thee and unsuitable for moil like Ihysoll. Thou 


art a youth of sense, 0 my son, and the child of honest folk, so 
’tis foi thee a shame that thy mother, a woman in yeais, should 
struggle to support thee. And now that thou hast grown to mail’s 
estate it becometh thee to devise thee some device rvlu-ichy thou 
canst live, 0 my child. Look aiound thee and Allmindolillah - 
praise be to Allah !—in this our town are many louoheis of all 
manner of crafts, and nowhere are they move numerous: so choose 
thee some calling which may please thee to the end that 1 stablish 
thee therein; and, when thou giowcsl up, 0 my son, thou shall 
have some business whereby to live. Haply thy fathci’s indusliy 
may not be to thy liking; and, if soil be, choose thee some oihe, 
handicraft which saiteth thy fancy• then let me know and I will 
aid thee with all I can, 0 my son.” Bui when the Mui'luuhi saw 
that Alaeddin kept silence and made him no icply, he knew that the 
ad wanted none Other occupation than a scapcg. aoc-hfc, so he said 
o him, '0 son of my biothei, let not my woids seem hard and 
harsh to thee, for, if despite ail I say, Hum still dislike Lo lea in a 
craft, I will open thee a me,chant’s stoic 1 furnished with costliest 
tufts, and thou shall become famous amongst Hie folk and lake and 
gne and buy and sell and be well known m the ciLy?” Now when 
A’aedd.n hen,d the words of his uncle the Moo. man, and the design 
PC -dung hm. a Khvf&jah^ —m,ch.nl and gauW ^ 

H. V. " ’ *‘ ,,n P in lk ClwuiL" Cnrfnx or ,„». W slu . ul „ M 

’ mh * stro " E 
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exceedingly, knowing lhat such folk dress handsomely and fare 
delicately. So he looked at the Mnghrabi, smiling, and dioopmg his 
head giound waids, and saying with the tongue of the case that he was 
content.—And Shalnazad was smpiiscd by the dawn of day and 
ceased to say hci peimiLLcd say. 

Jftotu tul )eh (t tusttf ifjc Jriijc 1J> untjvcti null duicufictlj jftiflljh 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “ 0 sistei mine, an thou be othei than sleepy, do 
tell us sonic ol thy pleasant talcs,” wheieupon Shahvazad leplicd, 

“ With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, 0 King of the 

Age, thaL the Maghiabi, the Magician, looked at Alaeddin and saw 
him smiling, wheieby he understood that the lad was satisfied to 
become a htulci. So he said to him, “Since tliou ait content that I 
open thee a mcichnnt’s stoic and make thee a gentleman, do thou, 
0 son of my hi othei, piovc thyself a man and Inshallah—God 
willing—lo-monow I will lake thee to the lla/ai in the first place and 
will luiyc a fine suit of clothes cut out for thee, such gcai as merchants 
wear j and, secondly, I will look after a store for thee and keep my 
woid” Now Alaeddm’s rnothei had somewhat doubted the 
Mai ocean being her brothei-in-law; but ns soon as she heard his 
promise of opening a merchant’s stoie for hci son and setting him up 
with stuffs and capital and so foith, the woman decided and determined 
in hot mind lhat this Maghrabi was in veiy sooth her husband’s 
brothei, seeing that no stranger man would do such goodly deed by 
hei son. So she began directing the lad to the right load and 
teaching him to cast ignorance horn out his head and to piove him¬ 
self a manmoicovei, she bade him evei obey his excellent uncle as 
though be were his son, and to make up for the time he had wasted 
in fiowaidncss with his fellows. After (his she arose and spread (he 
table, then seived up supper: so all sal down and fell to eating and 
drinking, while the Maghiabi conversed with Alaeddin upon matters of 
business and the like, rejoicing him to such degiee lhat he enjoyed 
no sleep lhat night. Hut when the Mooiman saw that the dark 
horns were passing by, and the wine was drunken, he arose and sped 
to his own stead , but, ere going, he agiecd to lelum nest morning 
and take Alaeddin and look to his suit of mcichant’s clothes being 
cut out for him. And as soon as it was dawn, behold, the Maghrabi 
rapped at the dooi, which was opened by Alaeddm’s mother: the 


hul ihe Moslem would see in iL the hand of Destiny _ bunging_ good out of evil. 
Amongst other meanings of “ Khw.ljah," iL is a honoiific title given by Klioiasrtms 
to then noli)hies. In Arab, the sinulmily of the woul to “ Khuwdj hunger, 
has given ilse to a host of conceits, more or less frigid (Ibn Kliallikan, ni. 45}. 
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Moorman, however, would not entei, but asked to take the lad with 
him to the maiket-strcet. Accordingly, Alacddin went forth to his 
uncle and, wishing him good morning, kissed his hand , and the 
Mar ocean took him by the hand and faied with him to the Jln/nr. 
There he enteied a clothier’s shop containing all kinds of Hollies, 
and called for a suit of the most sumptuous ; whcicat the inou’hanl 
brought him out Ins need, all wholly fashioned and ready sown ; and 
the Moorman said to the lad, “ Choose, 0 my child, what.so pleases 
thee. 1 ' Alneddin rejoiced exceedingly, seeing that his uncle had given 
him his choice, so he picked out the suit most to his own liking, 
and the Mnroccan paid to the roeichanl the pi ice tlieieof in 
ready money Presently he led the lad to the Un ninnim-1 ml hs 
where they bathed 5 then they came out and chunk .shothuts, after 
which Alaeddin arose and donmng his new dtess in huge joy and 
delight, went up to his uncle and kissed his hand and thanked 

him foi his favours.-And Sliahiazad was smptiscd by (he dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Bchi) tofctit it tuna tljc Ifot |wrtJvtU tmH dTiunilp Kvat 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," whucnjxm Hlinlna/ad 

replied, “With love and good will."-It has leached me, 0 King 

of the Age, tint the Magliiabi, the Magician, after leaving the 
Hanimam with Alacddin, took him and nudged with him to the 
Merchants’ ba/ar j and, having diverted him by showing the 
market and its sellings and buyings, said to him, “ 0 my son, it 
besittctli thee to become familial with the folk, especially with the, 
merchants, so they mayest loam of them motchanl-ciuli, .seeing 
that the same hath now become thy calling." Thou he led him 
forth and showed him Lhe city and its cathcdial-mosijues, UiiMlua 
with all the pleasant sights therein; and, lastly, made him enter a 
cooks shop. I-Iere dinner was saved to them on platim of .silver 
and they dined well and ate and (hank their sufficiency, altci which 

tl,r,r,' ,ays Ptcseritl y ** Moo'man l»huM ont to 

Wn, V;™- a T, “ ,,d noblC bu,Wil '^ "'-1 m will, 
Z PJ Sultan's Prtlace, and diverted him will, display!,.,. „ll 

ml v T™ VT ' IT m ' gl ' ty r,,re and E'.tkI; and led him 

h bode Th™ b v, ^ " ,C,dmnh <* hnnwlf had 

fhVr T . h Mar0ccan mv,lcd sundiy liadm which mac 
m the Caravanserai) and they came and sat down to suppei when 

’ ’ And aftGI thc * had dumken and night had 
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fallen, he rose up and taking the lad with him led him back to 
his mother, who no sooner saw hoi boy as he wetc one of the 
meichants 1 than hci wits took flight and she waxed sad foi vciy 
gladness Then she fell to thanking her false connection, the 
Mooiman, fot all his benefits and said to him, “0 my brolhci-m- 
law, I can never say enough though I expressed my gratitude to 
thee dining the icst of thy days and praised thee for the good 
deeds thou hast done by this my child.” Thcicupon quoth the 
Maioccan, “0 wife of my brothci, deem this not mere kindness of 
me, foi that the lad is mine own son and ’tis incumbent on me to 
stand in the stead of my biolhei, his site. .So be thou fully 
satisfied!” And quoth she, “I pray Allah by the honour of the 
Hallows, the ancients and the modems, that Pie pieseivc thee and 
cause thee continue, 0 my hi other-in-law, and piolong forme thy 
life ; so shall thou he a wing oveishadowing this oiphan lad ; and 
he shall cvci be obedient to thine orders, noi shall he do aught 
save whaUo thou biddest him thereunto.” The Maghrabi leplicd, 
“ 0 wife of my brother, Aheddin is now a man of sense and the 
son of goodly folk, and I hope to Allah that he will follow in the 
footsteps of his sire and cool thine eyes. But I regiet that, 
lo-mouow being P'nday, I shall not be able Lo open his shop, as 
’tis meoting-day when all the merchants, aftei congtcgalional 
piayci, go foiLh to the guldens and plcasances. On the Sabbath, 2 
howevei, Inshallah t—an it please the Creatoi—we will do our 
business. Meanwhile to-monow I will come to thee betimes and 
take Aheddin for a pleasant shod lo the guidons and plcasances 
without the city which haply he may hithcilo noL have beheld. 
Thetc also he shall see the merchants and notables who go forth to 
amuse themselves, so shall he become acquainted with them and 

they with him.”-And Shalnazad was surpiiscd by the dawn of 

day and ceased to say hei permitted say. 


1 A i ab. "Wahid min nt-Tujj.tr,” the veiy vnlgui style. 

2 the Siiliud.iy (see vol. ii night cxiv.) established as a God’s rest by 
Commandment No iv. IIow it giruhially passed out of observance, after so many 
centuries of most sliingcnt application, I cannot discover ■ certainly the text in 
I Cor \vi 2 is insufficient lo abolish oi supersede an Older given with such 
singular majesty mid imptcssivencss by God and so sliictly obeyed by man. The 
popnlai idea is llinL the Jewish Kabliath was done away with in Chust j and ihnt 
sundry of Ilic iGoj councils, e g, Laodicea, anathematized lliose who kept it lioly 
afiei such faslnon Willi the day the anil and object changed; and the eaily 
Falhcis made it the "Feast of the Resuriectiou," which could not be kept loo 
joyously. 
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Bolu to&cn ft Inna tJj c JFihe ptnrtnc* null GT\urnt j i>.uerr>ii’o Jftiflld, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “Osistei mine, an thou be othei Ilian sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shallraz.ul U'pliecl, 

“With love and good will.’'-It hath leached me, O King of the 

Age, that the Maghrabi went away and lay that night in his 
quarters, and early next morning he came to the lailm's house and 
rapped at the door Now Akeddm {for stress of his delight in tlu* 
new dress he had donned and foi the past day’s enjoyment in the 
Hammam and in eating and dunking and gazing at the folk; 
expecting furthermoie his uncle to come at dawn and can')' him off 
on pleasuring to the gardens) had not .slept a wink that night, noi 
closed Ins eyelids, and would haidly believe it when day Inoki* Hut 
hearing the knock at the door he went out at once in hot haste, like 
a spark of fne, and opened mid saw his uncle, the Magician, who 
embraced him and kissed him. Then taking his hand, the Mom- 
man said to him as they faied faith together, “0 son of my blather, 
this day will I show thee a .sight thou never sawosi in all thy life,” 
and he began to make the lad laugh and cheat him with pleasant 
talk. So doing they left the city gate, and the Mat ocean look to 
promenading with Alaeddin amongst the gat dons and to pointing 
out for his pleasme the mighty fine pleasancos and the niaiveltnus 
high-budded 1 pavilions And whenevei they stood to Mare at a 
garth or a mansion ora palace the Magluabi would say to his com¬ 
panion, “Doth this please thee, 0 son of my brother?” Alaeddin 
uas nigh to fly with delight at seeing sights he had never seen in all 
his bom days; and they ceased not" lo stroll about and solace 
themselves until they waxed aweaiy, when they entered n mighty 
grand garden which was nearhand, a place Unit- the hesut delighted 
and the sight behghted ; foi that its swift-nmning nils flowed amidst 
the flowers and the waters jetted from the jaws of lions moulded in 
yellow brass like unto gold. So they took scat ovei against a lakelet 
and rested a little while, and Alaeddin enjoyed himself will) joy 
exceeding and fell to jesting with Ins uncle and nuking ,„ mv with 
him as though the Magician were really his fathei’s lumber.' Pie 
scmlythe Maghrabi aiose and loosing his giidle drew foilb fm.n 
thereunder a bag full of victual, dried fums, and so forth, snymg to 
Alaeddin, 0 my nephew, haply thou ait become anhungered, so 


i For “ Mushayy.rdat” see n.ght dcck'cxiv. 

the ph.. fo, the dual- 



Alaeddin; or, The Wonderful Lamp. 45 

come foiwaid and eat what thou nccdest," Accoidingly the lad fell 
upon the food and the Moonnan ale with him and they were glad¬ 
dened and cheeicd by icst and good chcei. Then quoth the Magi¬ 
cian, “Aiise, O &011 of my biother, an tlicu be loposed, and let us 
stioll onwaicls a little and leach the end of oui walk," Thcieupon 
Alaeddin aiose and the Mai ocean paced with him fiom gaiden to 
gaiden until they left all behind them and leached the base of a 
high and naked lull; when the lad who during all his days had 
nevci issued fiom the city gale and nevei in his life had walked 
such a walk as this, said to the Maglnabi, “O uncle mine, whither 
aie we wending? We have left the gardens behind us 011 c and all 
and line leached the baiicn hill-eounliy 1 ; and, if the way be still 
long, I have no sliength left foi walking : indeed, I am ieady to 
fall with fatigue. Theio are no gardens before us, so let us haik 
back and leluin to town.” Said the Magician, “No, O my son. 
This is the right load; nor aie the gaidens ended, for we aie going 
to look at one which hath ne’ei its like amongst those of the Kings, 
and all thou hast beheld aie naught in eompaiison thciewith. Then 
giid thy coinage to walk; thou ait now a man, Alhamdolillah— 
Praise be to Allah I” Then the Maglnabi fell to soothing Alaeddin 
with soft wouls and telling him wondious tales, lies as well as truth, 
until they reached the site intended by the Afncan Magician, who 
had havellcd from the Sunset-land to the regions of China for the 
sake theicof. And when they made the place, the Moonnan said 
to Alaeddin, “O son of my biothei, sit thcc down and take thy 
rest, 1 01 tliis is the spot we aie now seeking, and, Inshnllah, soon 
will I diveil thee by displaying mat vel-matleis whose like not one 
in the weald evei saw; noi hath any solaced himself w r iLh gazing 

upon that which thou ail about to behold."-And Shahrazacl 

was suipiised by the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


JI3oto luljcit It tone fljc Jibe |)tmtu*cti nntr CZTlucntp=t|jii'TJ JQififjt, 


Quoth Dunya/ad, " O sisLci mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales," wbeieupon Shahrazad lcplied, 

“With love and good will."-It hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, that the Maglnabi wizaid said to Alaeddin, “No one of 
ciealed beings hath enjoyed the sights thou art about to see But 
when thou art rested aiise and seek some wood-chips and fuel 


1 The Peisians apply the Arab woid *'Sahr.-t ”=dcscrt, to the waste grounds 
about a low 11. 
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sticks 1 2 3 * which be small and dry, whe.ew.lh we may kindle a flic. 
Then Mill I show thee, 0 son of my biolhoi, mattcis 
the ratv r e of mattei.® Now, when the lad honiil these woids, he 
l 0 n Ke d °to look upon what his unde was about to do, and 
forgetting his fatigue, he rose foitliright and fell to galliot mg small 
wood-chips and dry sticks, and continued until the Moor man cued to 
him “Enough, 0 son of my brothel l” lhcse.Uly the Mogrcian 
brought out horn his breast-pocket a casket, which he opened and 
chew from it all he needed of incense; then he fumigated and 
conjured and adjured, nuitteiing woids none might undeisland 
And the giound straightway clave asunder allot thick gloom and 
qua ke of earth and bellowings of lltundci. Ilcieat Alacddin was 
startled and so affrighted that he tried to fly; but when the African 
Magician saw his design he waxed wioth with exceeding uialh, 
for that without the lad his work would piolil linn naught, 
the hidden hoaid which he sought to open being not to be 
opened save by means of Alacddin. So, noting this attempt 
to run away, the Magician arose and raising his hand smote 
Alaeddin on the head a buffet so soic that well-nigh his back 
teeth were knocked out, and he fell swooning Lo the giound. Em 
after a time he revived by the magic of the Magician, and c.tied, 
weeping the while, “O my uncle, what have I done th.it dcseiveth 
from thee such a blow as this?” lleioat the Maglnnbi fell lo 
soothing him, and sard, “ 0 my son, ’tis my intent to make thee 
a man; therefore, do thou not gainsay me, for that I am 
thine uncle and like unto thy father. Obey me, iheieloro, in 
all 1 bid thee, and shortly thou shall forgot all this uavail 
and toil whenas thou shall look upon the maivol-mnilers I am 
about to show thee” And soon after the giound had cloven 
asunder before the Maroccan it displayed a marble slab wheicin 
was fixed a copper ring. The Maghrabi, aliildng .( goom.mlie 
table 8 turned to Alaeddin, and said to him, “An thou do all I 
shall bid thee, indeed thou shalt become wealthier than any of the 
kings, and for this reason, 0 my son, I struck thee, bemuse hex* 
lieth a hoard which is stored in thy name; and yet limit tlesignctlsL 
to leave it and to levant. But now collect thy thoughts, and behold 

how I opened earth by my spells and adjurations.”-And Shahiaxud 

was surprised by the dawn of day, and ceased to say her pm nulled 
say. 


1 Arab. KashiUsh froni the quadril. / knsMcnslui=hc gnllicu'd fm*). 

2 In text, " Shayy bi-lash,” which would mean lit. a thing gialis nr in vain. 

3 In :lic text, “ sahba I final ” = cast in saml. It may bn u denial mini for 

“ Zawba rani ”=he simck sand, i.e. nude geomantic figures, 
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jftcto lufjeii it toais tljr JTiVic jj)iiirtJie& mtK (Zrta)cnty*foiirJ& Bifi'&t, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sistci mine, an thou be othei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant talcs,” whcicupon Shahrazad 

replied, “ With love and good will”-It hath icached me, 0 King 

of the Ago, that the Mnghiabi, the Magician, said to Alacddin, 
«0 my son, now collect thy thoughts ! under yon stone whciein 
the iing is set both the treasure whciewith I acquainted thee : so 
set thy hand upon the ring and raise the slab, foi that none other 
amongst the folk, thyself excepted, hath power to open it, nor may 
any of mortal biilh, save thyself, set foot within this Enchanted 
Treasury which hath been kept loi thee. But 'tis needful that 
thou learn of me all wherewith I would charge thee ; nor gainsay 
e’en a single syllabic of my woids. All this, O my child, is for thy 
good; Ihe hoatd being of immense value, whose like the kings of the 
world never accumulated, and do thou remember that ’us foi thee 
and me.” So pool Alacddin forgot his fatigue and buffet and teal- 
shedding, and he was dumbed and da/od at the Maghinbi’s woids 
and rejoiced that lie was fated to become rich in such measuio 
that not even the Sultans would be ucher than himself. Accout- 
ingly, be ciicd, “0 my uncle, bid me do all thou pleasest, for 
I will be obedient unto thy bidding.” The Maglnabi replied, 
“0 my nephew, thou ait to me as my own child and even clearer, 
for being my biothei’s son and foi my having none other kith and 
kin except thyself, aiul thou, O my child, ait my hen and successor.’' 
So saying, he went up to Alacddin and kissed him and sard, “ Foi 
whom do I intend these my Inborns? Indeed, each and cveiy are 
foi thy sake, 0 my son, to the end that I may leave thee a rich man 
and one of the veiy gicalcst. So gainsay me not mall I shall say to 
thee, and now go up to yon del ling and uplift it as I bade thee ” 
Alacddin answcied, “O uncle mine, this ring is over heavy for me: 
I cannot laise it single-handed, so do thou also come foiwaid and 
lend me strength and aidance lowaids uplifting it, foi indeed I am 
young in ycais.” The Moorman replied, “0 son of my brother, we 
shall lind it impossible to do aught if I assist thee, and all our efforts 
would be in vain. But do thou set thy hand upon the ring and pull it 
up, and thou shalt laise the slab forthright, and in veiy sooth I told 
thee that none can touch it save thyself. But whilst haling at it cease 
not to pionounce thy name and the names oflhyfalhoi and mother, so 
’twill i iso at once to thee nor shalt thou feci its weight.” Theieupon the 
lacl nursloied up strength and girt the loins of lesolution and did as the 
Maroccan had bidden him, and hove up the slab with all ease 
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when he pronounced his name and the names of Ins paienls, oven as 
the Magician had bidden him. And as soon as the Mono was iaisod 

he (.blew it aside.-And Shahrazail was sitrpused by iho dawn or 

day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

tftoto \uljcn it tend tfjc Ifae tyuirtrc* itntr (ZT\«cnti>-ftCC& JMff&t, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sister of mine, an thou beolhei Ilian sleepy, 
do tell ns some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shalua/iul 

replied, “With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, 0 King 

of the Ago, that aitei Alacddin had iaisod the slab flout over 
the entrance to the Hoaid thete appealed hefoie him a Sntd.'ib, 
a souteirain, wheieiinto led a case of some twelve stairs, and the 
Maghralu said, “0 Alaeddin, collect thy thoughts and do wli.Uso 1 
bid thee to the minutest detail nor fail in aught thercol. do down 
with all care into yondei vault until thou reach the bottom and them 
shalt thou find a space divided into font halls, 1 and in eae.U of these 
thou shalt see four golden jars 3 and olheis of vugin or and 
silver. Beware, howevci, lest thou take aught tlieiehom or touch 
them, nor allow thy gown oi its skills even to hiush tin; jais 
or the walls Leave them and faic fonvauls until thou leach the 
fourth hall without lingeiing foi a single moment on the way ; 
and if thou do aught coniraiy thcieto thou wilt at oners be 
transformed and become a black stone. When iea< hing the lomlh 
hall thou wilt fmd therein a dooi, which do lUmi open, and 
pronouncing the names thou spakest over the slab, cntei them- 
thiough into a gaidcn adorned eveiywlieie with fruit homing lines. 
This thou must tiaverse by a path thou wilt see in lionl of thee 
measuring some fifty cubits long, beyond which thou will conic upon 
an open saloon- 1 and thcioin a lacldoi of some thiily rungs. And 

thou shalt also see hanging fioni its coiling,”-And Shahu/.ad was 

surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say hoi pel milled say. 


jftolu lulleii it tone tfre JFiuc fjunhrcU nun GHucnQ) di^fh JQiiyljf, 

■Quoth Dunya/ad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahiazad 
replied, “ With love ami good will.”-It hath leached me, O 

1 Aral) Maiiza’= a place, fm apartment, a saloon. 

2 (.alland makes each couuin <jml,evaw ,h bu>»zc, K ra>hh u w»ic ,/n ,nm . 

.. 
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King of the Age, that the Maghiabi, the Magician, foil to teaching 
Alaeddin how he should descend into the Hoard and continued, 
“On leaching the saloon thou shalt ihcie find a lamp hanging 
fiom its ceiling , so mount the ladder and take that lamp and 
place it in thy bicast-poclcet aflei pouring out its contents ; not 

feat evil ftom it foi thy clothes, because its contents aic not 

common oil. 1 And on lclurn thou art allowed to pluck fiom the 
trees whalso thou pi wisest, for all is thine so long as the Lamp 
is in thy hand." Now when the Moorman ended Ins chaige 
to Alaeddin, ho diew off a seal ring 3 and put it upon the lad’s 
Ibiefmger saying, “0 my son, veiily this signet shall free thee 
fiom all huit and fear which may Uneaten thee, but only on 
condition lhaL thou boar in mind all T have told thee. 3 So 
aiise stiaightway and go down the stairs, strengthening thy 

puiposc and girding the loins of resolution . moieovcr, fear 

not for thou ait now a man and no longer a child. And in 
shoitest time, 0 my son, thou shall win thee immense belies 
and thou shalt become the wealthiest of the world” Accordingly, 


1 The idea is bon owed fiom the time do no of the Kosicriicinns, It is still 
prevalent throughout Syii.i, where the little sepulchral lamps buried by the 
Hebrews, Greeks aivt Romans, are so called. Many talcs aic told af their being, 
found limning after the lapse of centimes; but the liaveller will never see the 
niaivel. 

2 The fust notice of the signet-iing aiul its lulvenlures is by Ileiadatus in the 
Legend of the .Samian l’olycrnles; and here it may lie observed tli.it the accident 
is probably founded on fact; cvciy fishcnvmn knows that fish will sei/c and 
swallow spoon Ira-it- and other objects that gUtten The text is the Talmudic, version 
of Solomon’s seal-ring. The king of the demons, alter becoming a “ Holtlc-imp,” 
pniyed to be set Ace upon condition of leaching a priceless sccict, and after 
cajoling the Wise One, flung his signet into the sea, and cast the owner into a land 
foui lnmdicd miles distant. Ileic David’s son begged his bread till lie was made 
liead cook to the King of Ammon at Mush ICerimi. After a while, he eloped 
with Na’iV/ah, the daughter of his master, and presently when broiling a fish foand 
therein Ins missing properly. In the Moslem version, Solomon had taken prisoner 
Aminnli, the daughter of n pagan prince, and had homed her m his Ilarcin, where 
she taught him idolatry. One day befoic going to live Ilmvunam he entrusted to 
lin Ins signet-ling presented to him by the four angelic Guardians of sky, air, water, 
rn I earth, when the mighty Jinni A! Sakhr (see vol, i, night 3 ; iv. night cccc' ci., 
who was hovering about unseen, snatching away the ring, assumed live king's 
shape, whcichy Solomon's foim became so changed that ms couitieis drove him 
from bis own doors. Thereupon Al-Saklp, taking sent ujx»n the throne, began to 
woik sill nunnei of inupiily, till one of the Wimis, suspecting the transformation, 
rend aloud fiom ft scroll of the law . tins caused the demon to fly shrieking, and to 
drop llie signet into the sea, Presently Solomon, who had taken service with a 
fisherman, and lcceived for wages two fishes a day, found his ling and made Al- 
SnUhi a “ Hottle-imp.” The legend of St. Kenligcru or Mungo of Glasgow, who 
iconvcied the Queen's ring hum the stomach of a salmon, is a palpable imitation of 
the lllbhral incident which paid tribute to Cvsai 

3 The MagKinn evidently had mistaken the poweis of the Ring This is 
against all picilialulily and possibility, hut on such abnomml Lrmts are tales and 
novel'; founded. 


VO I, \, 


D 




S tpplemento.1 Nights . 

Alaeddin aiose and descended into the sou lei ruin, "'line lie 
found the foui halls, each containing foui j.us or gold, and these he 
passed by, as the Mm ocean had bidden him, with the utmost cate 
and caution. Thence he faied into the gaiden and walked along 
its length until he entcicd the saloon, wheic ho mounted the 
ladder and look the Lamp, which he extinguished, pouring out 
the oil which was Ihetein, and placed it in his la east-pocket, 
Presently, descending the laddci, he lelmned to the gaiden, where 
he fell to ga/ 4 iig at the trees whcicupon sal bitds glorifying 
with loud voices their deal Crcalot. Now lie had not observed 
them as he went in, but all these decs bare foi Auilage rosily 
gems; moieovei, each had its own kind of growth and jewels 
of its peculiar sort; and these were of evciy colour, given and 
white, yellow, red and othei such bnllianl hues, and the uuliaiieu 
flashing from these gems paled the lays of the sun ill forenoon 
sheen. Furthermore, the sue of each stone so far sm passed 
description that no King of the Kings of the wmld owned a 
single gem equal to the largei soit nor could boast of even one 

half the size of a smaller kind of them,-And Shuhra/ad was 

surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say her pet milled .say. 

jftotu tuljrn it taus tljc JFfoc fyimtotiJ ftntJ Gnntntp tfrimitt Jftifllrt, 


Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sister mine, an thou be olliei Ilian sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," wheieupon SluhuL/ail 

icplicd, "With love and good will."-It hath toadied me, () King 

of ihc Age, that Alaeddin walked amongst the hues and gu/rd 
upon them and othei things which surprised the sight and bewil- 
ueied the wits; and as he consult*)cd them, he saw lluL in lieu of 
common fruits the pioduce was of miglily line jewels and piecions 
stones, 1 such as emcialds and diamonds ; mbies, spinels and balasses, 
pearls and similai gems astounding the mental vision of man, 
And forasmuch. as the lad had never beheld things like these 
during his born days, nor had icaehed those yeais of disciolion 
which would teach him the worth of such valuables (he being still 
but a little lad), he fancied that all these jewels were of glass o> 


i Th<-se are the Gaidens of Llic Ilesperlitcs and of King Isoi.o ('I'.do ,>( ]| t -iyu, 
bupiilcni. Canieibury Talcs, Chaucer Soc. p. 8 , } ) ; 

In mydivard of tins gardyn sUnL a font: tie 
Of ., 51 c manner levis that under shy lje, 

I forgit and i-fourmyd, echo m lus degie 
o „ „ v ... ,P f A h u r * Bnd of goltlc.Iyne, llml lusly been Lo see. 

b«.”Ki'Lii lru " u ul B,,UI ' '*■“*» 
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chiy-slal. So he collected them until he had filled his breast¬ 
pockets and began to ccitify himself if they weic 01 weie not 
common funis, such as grapes, figs, and such like edibles. But 
seeing them of glassy substance, he, 111 his ignorance of precious 
stones and theii pi ices, gathered into his hi east-pockets every kind 
of giowlh the trees affoided \ and, having failed of his purpose in 
finding them food, lie said in his mind, “ I will collect a portion of 
these glass fruits for playthings at home.” So lie fell to plucking 
lliem in quantities and cramming them in his pokes and breast¬ 
pockets till these were stuffed full; aftei which he picked olheis 
which he placed in his waist-shawl and then, gilding himself there¬ 
with, cairied off all he availed to, purposing to place them in the 
house by way of ornaments and, as hath been mentioned, never 
imagining lhaL they were other than glass Then he burned his 
pace m fear of his uncle, the Maghrabi, until he had passed through 
the foiu halls and lastly on his letuin leached the soutcirain where 
he cast not a look at the jars of gold, albeit he was able and 
allowed to Lake of the contents on his way back But when he 
came to the soutei rain-stairs , 1 2 and clomb the steps till naught 
remained but the last, and, finding this higher than all the others, 
he was unable alone and unassisted, burthened moreover as he was, 
to mount it. So he said to the Maghiabi, “0 my uncle, lend me 
thy hand and aid me to climb.” But the Mooiman answcicd, “0 
my son, give me the Lamp and lighten thy load; belike ’tis that 
weighelh thee down,” The lad lejoincd^ ”0 my uncle, 'tis not the 
Lamp downweighelh me at all; but do thou lend me a hand, and as 
soon as I leach giound X will give it to thee.” Iieicnt the Maioccan, 
the Magician, whose only object was the Lamp and none other, 
began to insist upon Alaeddin giving it to him at oncej but the lad 
(foiasmuch as he had placed it at the bottom of his breast-pocket, 
and lus olhei pouches being full of gems bulged outwaids ) 3 * could 
not teach it with his fingeis to hand it ovei, so the wixiud, aftei 

1 The text causes some confusion by applying *' So I lam ’’ to slniicase and 
laddei, hence piobahly ihc latter is not mentioned by Gallnnd and Co., who speak 
only of nn csni/io t/e unquanle manhes. “ So Hum 11 (plui. “ SaWlim '’) in modern 
Kgy pliau is populuily used for a flight of slops. sec Spiltn-Bey’s “ Conics Arubcs 
Modemes,” [1. 70. The II.V, places under the slab a hollow space mcasuiing 
foui pares {kadnm=2'5 feel), and at one coiner a wiclcet with a ladder. This 
leads to a vault of three looms, one with (lie jms of gold j the accoud not to he 
swept by (be skills, mid the Ihiul opening upon the gaidcn of gems. “There 
thou shall see a path, whereby do thou fme straight forwards to a lofty palace 
with a flighL of fifty slcps leading to a flat terrace ; ami here shalt thou find a 
niche wheiein a lamp bin noth." 

2 In the TI. V. lie bud thrust Ihe lamp into the bosom of his dress, which, 

logelhci wiLh his sleeves, he had filled full of fruit, and had wound his girdle 

lightly mound him lest any fall out. 
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much vain persistency in requiting what his nephew was unable to 
„ ive Fell to raging with furious tage and to demanding the Lamp, 

whilst Alaeddin could not get at it-And Shahra/ad was surprised 

by the dawn of day and ceased to say her poimillcd say. 


Bom w&en it \urrd tljc I toe mrt Stood? fiff&lfe 

Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sister mine, an thou he other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahia/ad loplied, 

“With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, that Alaeddin could not get at the Lamp so as to hand il to his 
unde, the Maghrebi, that false felon, so the Magician wn.ud foolish 
with fury for that he could notwin to his wish. Yet had the lad 
promised truthfully that he would give it up as soon as he might 
reach ground, without lying thought or ill intent. Hut when the 
Moorman saw that he would not hand it over he waxed wiollr with 
wrath exceeding, and cut off all his hopes of winning it. So lie 
conjured and adjured and cast incense amkldlemosl the fue, when 
forthright the slab made a covei of itself, and by the might of magic 
lidded the enhance; the earth buried the stone as it was afoietime, 
and Alaeddin, unable to issue forth, remained undeigiormd. Now 
the Sorcerer was a stranger, and, as wc have mentioned, no uncle of 
Alaeddin’s, and he had ntisiepresenled him sell and piefrucd a lying 
claim, to the end that he might obtain the Lamp by means of the lad 
for whom this lioaid had been upstored. So the Amused heaped 
the earth over him, and left him to die of hunger; for this M.iglnabi 
was an African of Afrikfyah propel, boin in the Innei Sunset-land, 
and from lus earliest age upwaids he had been addicted to wilehriall, 
and had studied and practised every manner of occult science, for 
which unholy lore the city of Africa 1 is notorious. And lie ceased not 
to read and hear lectures until lie had become a pasl-maslei in all such 
knowledge. And of the abounding skill in spells and coujiiuilums 
which he had acquiied by the pci using and the lessoning of ibity 
years, one day of the days he discovered by devilish inspire lion that 


I Africa (Arab. Afnktyah) here is used in its old and rlussieul sense f.u the 
limited tract about Cnithnge (Tunis) i e. Africa L’ropiia, lint lire ‘•cube imagines 
it (o bethel’ N. ofacily; soinJiidar(vol v. night desk) wo find Kikund Mil,m(s(l'W. 
and Mtquincz) convened into one settlement The Mnghribi, Mum Unman, m 
Maroccan is famed Tor sorcery throughout the Moslem woild ; see night dci\. 
The Moslem “Kingdom of Afrikiyah” was composed of fotu prnvimes, Tunis, 
’Inpoh, Conslantmn, and Bugia ; and n consideiable part of it was held by (he 
lkrbcr tribe of Sanhstja or Smh.iga, also called the Zenug, whence mil modem 
Scuega Another noted tribe which held llaiaiyah ilhigm) in Afrll.iyuh monei 
was llie Zawawah,' the European " Zonnvcs.” (Ibn Khali, iv. #j.) 
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(.here lay in an exUeino city of the 01110*5 of China, named Al-Kal'As , 1 2 
an immense Iloaid, the like whereof none of the Kings in this 
woikl had evoi accumulated: moicover, that the most marvellous 
aitiole in this Enchanted Tioasuie was a wondeilul Lamp which, 
whoso possessed, could not possibly be sui passed by any man upon 
nait-b eilhet in high dqgicc 01 in weallh and opulence; jioj could the 
mightiest monarch of the umveise attain to the all-sulficioney of this 

Lamp with its might of magical means.-And Shahra/ad was sui- 

piised by the dawn of day and ceased to say hen permitted say. 

Jlilciti) lubcit it tono' tyc line 1]) tint! veil nnb GTluenbunmtl) jftijjljt. 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “0 sisLei mine, an thou be othoi than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant talcs,” wheieupon Shahrazad leplied, 

"With love and good will.”-II hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, that when the Maghiabi assuied himself by his science and 
saw that this Iloaid could he opened only by the piesence of a lad 
named Alaeddiu, of pauper family and abiding in that very city, and 
learnt how taking it would be easy and without haulships, he straight 
way and without stay, 01 delay equipped himself foi a voyage to 
China (as we have already told), and he did what he did with 
Alaeddiu fancying that lie would become Loid of the Lamp. But 
his attempt and his hopes weie baffled and his work was clean 
wasted ; wheieupon, detetmining to do the lad die, he heaped up the 
earth over him by giamaryc to the end that the unfortunate might 
peiish, ldlecling that “The live man hath no nuuthcier.® ” 
Secondly, lie did so with the design that, as Alaeddiu could not 
come Foith fiom undeigiound, he would also be impotent to bring 
onL the Lamp fiom the soulerrain. So picscnlly he wended his 
ways and 1 clued to hib own land, Africa, a sadder man and dis¬ 
appointed of all his expectations. Such was the case with the 
Wi/.aicl; but as legaids Alaoddin, when the earth was heaped ovei 
him, he began shouting to the Moorman whom he believed to be 
his uncle, and piaying him to lend a hand that he might issue from 
the soutenain and lolurn to earth's suiface; but, however loudly he 
ciied, none was found to icply. At that moment he comprehended 
the sleight which the Maroccan had played upon him, and that the 
iff.Tfi kycj no ernefe but a Hat- and a mzanl. Than die unhappy 
despaiied of life, and learned to his sonow that there was no escape 


1 Galland omits the name, which is outlandish enough. 

2 Meaning that he had inclined no hlood-gmlliness, as he had not killed the 
lad and only left him Lo die. 
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for him; so he fell to bewccping with sore weeping the calamil) had 
befallen him; and ailei a hide while he stood up and descended the 
stairs to see if Allah Almighty had lightened his grid-load by leaving 
a door of issue. So he turned him to the light and to the left but 
he saw naught save claikness and four walls closed 14)011 him, for 
that the Magician had by his magic locked all the doors and had 
shut up even the garden, wherc-llnough the lad cist had passed, lest 
it offer him the means of issuing out upon etuIll's surface, and that 
he might smely die. Then Alaeddin's weeping waxed sort, and his 
wailing louder whenas he found all the doois fast shut, for he bad 
thought to solace himself awhile in the gulden. But when he fell 
that all were locked, he fell to shedding loans and lamenting like 
unto one who has lost his eveiy hope, and he lclurncd to sit upon 
the stails of the flight wheicby lie had entcied the Muiteii.un. --- 
And Shahrazad was sm prised by the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say. 


Boiu luDeit if toft* tfjc JiDe fyunMi mitt GTblrtlrty 


Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sister nunc, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," whereupon Shalua/ad 

replied, “ With love and good will."-It hath touched me, O King 

of the Age, that Alacddin sat down upon the slaii of the vault 
weeping and wailing and wanting alt hopes. But it is a light 
matter for Allah (be He exalted and extolled 1 ) whenas lie 
designed! aught to say, “Be" and it bcconicth; foi that lie 
createth joy in the midst of annoy; and on this wise it was with 
Alacddin. Whilst the Maghrabi, the Magician, was sending him 
down into the soutenain he set upon his fingoi by way of gill, a 
seal-ring and said, “Verily this signet shall save thee from eveiy 
strait an thou fall into calamity and ill shifts of lime; and it shall 
remove from thee all hint and harm, and aid dice with a sluing 
arm whereso thou mayest be set. 1 " Now this was by destiny of 
God the Great, that it might be the means of Alaeddin’s escape; 
for whilst he sat wailing and weeping over his case and cast away 
a hope of life, and uttci misery ovciwhelmed him, he rubbed his 
hands together for excess of soirow, as is the wont of the woeful; 
then, raising them in supplication to Allah, he cried, “I testify 


decree Allah, was Ihonie-ins nfASnlr' >,ni noL tJ * l . ,ie n,, B which, by die 
ofl-limcs those who practise the Hhrl S C 1 cn l» ’ , nml “'Bed m>L only lie but 
Providence,“ P ’ C BUck Art of ta by Divine 
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that theie is no God save Thou alone, The Most Gieat, the 
Omnipotent, the All-eontpieiing, Quickenci of the dead, Cieator 
of man’s need and Gtanlei theieof, Resolver of his difficulties 
and dmesse and Ihingci of joy not of annoy. Thou ait 
my sufficiency and Thou art the Tiucsl of Trustees, 
And I bcai my witness that Mohammed is Thy servant and 
Thine Apostle and I supplicate Thee, O my God, by his 
favour with Thee to free me fiom this my foul plight.” And 
whilst he imploied Lhe LokI and was chafing his hands in the 
sojencss of his soirow foi what had belallen him of calamity, his 
fingets chanced rub the Ring when, lo and behold ! forthright its 
Familial lose U(Might before him and cried, “Ad,sum; thy slave 
between thy hands is come! Ask whatso thou wantest, for that I 
am the thrall of him on whose hand is the Ring, lha Signet of my 
lord and inaslei.” Ilcioal the lad looked at him and saw standing 
before him a Mai id like unto an Ifrft 1 of our lord Solomon's 
Jinns He ttembled at the tumble sight, but, hearing the Slave of 
the Ring say, “Ask whatso thou wantest, vcnly I am thy thrall, 
seeing that the signet of my loid be upon thy fingoi,” he lccovered 
his spiiil.s anil lemembeied the Moorman's saying when giving 
him the Ring, So he rejoiced exceedingly and became brave andl 
cried, “IIo thou, Slave of the Loid of the Ring, I desiic thee to set, 
111c upon the face of earth.” And hardly had he spoken this speech, 
when suddenly the giound clave asuudei and he found himself at the' 
dooi of the Iloaid and outside it in full view of the woild. No\V’ 
for three whole days he had been sitting in the daikncss of the 
Tieasmy undorgioimd, and when the sheen of day and Lhe shine 
of sun smote his face he found himself unable to keep his eyes, 
open, so lie began to unclose the lids a little and to close them 
a little until his eyeballs legained foice and got used to the light 
and were pinged of the noisome nunlc ——And Shahra/ad was. 
siiipiised by the dawn of day and ceased lo say her permitted say. 

Jftolu Hftcn It fund flic Jibe OmVDvcU nidi Jftttrfjf, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sistei mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell me some of thy pleasant tales,” whcieupon Shahra/ad 

icplied, “ Willi love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O King 

of the Age, that Alacddin, issuing from the Trcasuiy, opened his 

1 See night dclxni, The wout is mostly derived from "’afar ”=dust, and 
denotes, according to some, a man colomed like the ground or one who “ (lusts 11 
all his rivals. “ ’Ifr” (fern, 'Ihah) is a wicked and dangeious man. Al-Jannabi, 

I*may heie noliee, is lhe chief milhorily for Ahiknsson of A brabn and xvuith 
Tohba being the eponyinus of “ Africa," 
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C5CS after a short space, of lime and .saw himself upon caith’s 
surface, the winch lejowcd him exceedingly, and withal he was 
astounded at finding himself without the ] loanl-rioor whereby he 
had passed m when it was opened by the M.ighiabi, the Magician; 
especially as the adit had been lidded and the giountl had been 
smoothed, showing no sign whalcvei of entrance. Theioat his sur¬ 
prise mcicased until he fancied himself in anothei place, nor was his 
mind convinced that the stead was the same until he saw the spot 
'whcieupon they had kindled the Hie of wood-chips and tilled slicks, 
and where the Afiican Wi/aid had conjiued ovei the imcn.se. Then 
he aimed him iighlivaids and leflwauls and sighted the gardens 
from afar and his eyes iccogniscd the road vhuioby ho had come 
So lie returned thanks to Allah Almighty who had icstoied him to 
the face of cailh and had freed him lrom death afiei he had cut off 
all hopes of life, Piescntly he aiose and walked along the way to 
the town, which now he well knew, until he cnlcicd the sheets 
and passed on to his own home Then he went m to his moLher 
and on seeing hei, of the overwhelming sliess o( joy at his 
escape and the memoiy of past aflughl and the (midships lie had 
borne and the pangs of liungei, he tell to the ground beloto his 
patent in a fainting-fit. Now his mother had been passing sad 
since the time of his leaving her, and he found hei moaning and 
•crying about him; however, on sighting him enter the house she 
joyed with exceeding joy, but soon was overwhelmed with woe 
when lie sank upon the giomid swooning belore hei eyes, 
Still, 1 she did not neglect the mailer 01 neat it lightly, but at once 
hastened to sprinkle watci upon his face, and after, she asked of 
the neighbour sonic scents, which she made him snuli up. And 
when he came lound a little, he played hei to bring him somewhat 
of food saying, “0 my mothei, his now tliiee days since I ale 
anything at all" Thereupon she arose and hi ought him what slu: 
had by her; then, setting it befoic him, said, “Come I'm waul, 0 
my son; eat and be cheered’ 4 and when thou shall have lested, 
tell me what hath betided and affected thee, O my child , at this 
present I will not question thee for thou ail aweaiy m very deed.’ 1 

-And Shahrazad was surprised by the dawn of clay and ceased 

to say hei pe\ milted say. 


Art 1 -ri^’"P hayr , nn "7otherwise that, except that, a favourite fmm in llns 
Mb The first word is the Syuac " Gheir ’Wor, a conjunction which is most 
imneiti-sanly denied by some from Lhe Or. yap. 

„ and tl l e IL V, make the mother ddivei n talk hyp ionic loot me 

dream'of doing*^ f oftei fammc : cwc % wliut an Eastern jmuTuL would uni 
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JSoto tuljcn ft tone tljc JFfbc K)imtirrtr nnti (Dljlifiuiefontr Jftijjljb 

Quoth Dunya/ad, "0 sistei mine, an thou be olhei than sleepy, do 
tell me some of thy pleasant tales,” wlieicupoti Shahia/acl icplied, 
“ With love and good will.”—It hath 1cached me, O Ring of the 
Ago, that Alacddm ate and thank and was chewed, and afloi lie 
had rested and had recovered spilits Ire cried, "Ah, 0 my molhei, 
I have a sore grievance against thee foi leaving me to that accused 
wight who .shave to compass my destruction and designed to take 
my hie. 1 2 Know thou that I beheld Death with mine own eyes at 
the hand of tins damned wretch, whom thou didst ceilify to be 
my undo; and, had not Almighty Allah losoued me from him, 
I and thou, O my mother, had been eo/oned by the excess of this 
Accursed’s promises to work my welfare, and by the great show of 
affection which he manifested to us. Learn, 0 my mother, that 
this fellow is a sorcerer, a Mooiman, an accursed, a liar, a traitor, 
a hypocrite 3 * * * * , noi deem I that the devils under the earth are as 
damnable as he, Allah abase him in His every book ! Hear, then, 
0 my mother, what this abominable one did, and all I shall tell thee 
rull be soothfast arid certain. See how the damned villain brake 
every promise he made, certifying that he would soon work all good 
with me; and do thou consider the fondness which lie displayed to 
me, and lire deeds which he did by me, and all this only to win 
his wish, for his design was to destroy me; and Alhamdolillah— 
laud to the Lord!—for my deliverance. Listen and learn, O my 
mother, how tins Accursed entreated me.” Then Alacddin informed 
ins mother of ail that had befallen him (weeping the while 
for stress of gladness), how the Maghiabi had led him to a hill 
wherein was hidden the Hoard and how he had conjured and 
fumigated, adding, 11 “After which, O my mother, mighty fear gat 
hold of me when the hill split and the earth gaped before me by his 
wi/aidiy; and I trembled with terror at the rolling of thunder m 
mine ears and the murk which fell upon us when he fumigated and 
niulleied spells. Seeing these honors I in mine affnght designed 


1 The lad now linns the tables upon his mother and becomes her master, 
having ‘‘ u now to pick ” with her. 

2 Ainb, “ Miin,lfjk," far whose true sense, "an infidel who pretendeth to be¬ 

hove in Al-ls>l.\m," sec vnl. iv. night ccccxliv. Here the epithet comes last, being the 

climax of abuse, because the lowest of the seven hells (night dcccxvi ) was cieated 

foi “ liynoLiiies," i e. those who feign to be Moslems when they arc Miscreants. 

j lieu; a little abbreviation 1ms been found necessaiy to avoid the whole of a 

l ice-told tale ; but nothing material has been omitted. 
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to fly but, when he unclcistood mine intent lie reviled me and 
smote’me a buffet so sore that it caused mo swoon, However, 
inasmuch as the Tieasury was to be opened only by means of me, 
O mv mother, he could not descend therein himself, it being in my 
name and not in his; and, for that he is an ill-omened magician, 
he understood that I was nccessaiy to him and this was Ins need 
0 f me ”_And Skalua/ad was surprised by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her peimitlcd say. 


jQoYo tofom (t Vontt t|)c JFtoc bimHvth nidi C(>(vtii-djivh 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell me some of thy pleasant tales," whereupon Sluilua/ad replied, 

"With love and goodwill"-It hath leached me, 0 King of the 

Age, that Alaeddin acquainted his mother with all that had befallen 
him from the Maghrabi the Magician, and said, "Alter be had 
buffeted me, he judged it advisable to soothe me in oidci that ho 
might send me down into the Enchanted ’Ivensury; and first he 
drew from his finger a Ring which he plated upon mine. So I 
descended and found four halls all full of gold ami si her which 
counted as naught, and the Accursed had charged mo not to touch 
aught thereof. Then I entered a mighty fine flower-garden every¬ 
where bedecked with tall trees whose foliage and fruitage, bewildeiod 
the wits, foi all, 0 my mother, were of vaii-colourcd glass, and lastly 
I reached the hall wherein hung this Lamp. So I took it straightway 
and put it out 1 and poured foith its contents,” And so saying 
Alaeddin drew the Lamp fiom Ins breast-pocket and showed it to 
his mother, logetliei with the gems and jewels which lie had 
brought from the garden, and there were two lingo bag-pockets 
full of precious stones, whereof not one was to be lomid amongst 
the kings of the world. But the lad knew naught uncut then 
worth, deeming them glass or ciystal; and presently ho resumed, 
" Aftei this, 0 mother mine, I reached the I-Ioaid-dooi catty ing the 
Lamp, and shouted to the accursed Soicoiei, which called himself my 
uncle, to lend me a hand and hale me up, I being unable to mount 
of myself the last step for the ovet-weight of my bin then. But 
he would not and said only:—First hand me Lhe Lamp I As, 


i Arab. "Tnflhytuhu.” This is the eoirect teim=lo extinguish. They 
relate of lhe great scholar fnoriib.tilf, aiillioi of the “ K.limls ” H>. A II. Siy- = 
A. IX i-} 14)1 that he married a Uadawi wife in older to study tlio purest Aialitc, 
and once when going to bed said to her, “ Ukluh’s-sitaj,” the I'eisnm “rimagh-ril 
bi-kush ”==Kill the lamp “What,” she cried, “ thou an ’Ainu uml lulk of killing 
the Vamp wvAead of pnUing ll out 1" 
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however, I had placed it «U tlie bottom of my hi east-pocket and 
the other pouches bulged out beyond it, I was unable to get aL it 
and said :—0 my uncle, I cannot leach thee the Lamp, but I will 
give it to thee when outside the Ticnsuiy 11 is only need was the 
Lamp, and he designed, O my inolhei, to snalth it fioin me and after 
that slay me, as indeed he did his best to do by heaping the eaith 
ovci my head. Such, Lhen, is what befell me from this foul Soicoter,” 
Hcieupon Alacddin fell to abusing the Magician in hot wiath and 
with a burning heait and crying, “Wcll-awayl I take lcftigc from 
this damned wight, the ill-omened, the wiong-door, the for swearer, the 
lost to all humanity, the aieh-Liaitor, the hypoctilc, the annihilator 

of mill and mercy.”-And Slialna/ad was sui prised by the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

JI 3 oto toljcn It tones l[ic Jftoc l])unUvctj an) JSiflfjt, 

Quoth Uunyaxad, “0 sistei mine, an thou bo other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," whereupon Shahra/ad 

leplicd, “ With love and good will."-It hath reached me, 0 King 

of the Age, that when Alaetkhii’s mother heaud his woids and 
what had befallen him from the Maglnnbi the Magician, she said, 
“Yea, vciily, O my son, he is a miscreant, a hypocrite who 
mui ihcicth the folk by his magic; but 'nvas tlic grace of Allali 
Almighty, 0 my child, that saved thee from the tricks and the 
treachery of this accursed Sorcerer whom I deemed to be truly 
thine uncle. 1 " Then as the lad had not slept, a wink for Ihtee 
days and found himself nodding, lie sought liis natural rest, his 
mother doing on likewise; nor did he awake till about noon on 
tiie second day. As soon as he shook off slumber be called foi 
somewhat of food being soie anhungered, bill said his niothci, 

“ 0 my son, I have no victual for thee inasmuch as yesterday thou 
alest all that was m the house. But wait patiently a while : I 
have spun a liitle of yam which I will carry to the market-street 
and sell it and buy with what it may be woiih some victual for 
thee.” “O my mother," said he, “keep your yarn and sell it not; 
but fetch me the I,am]> I biought hither that I may go vend it and 
with Us price purchase provaunt, for that I deem 'twill biing mote 
money than the spinnings." So Alacddin’s mother arose and 
fetched the Lamp foi her son ; but, while so doing, she saw that it 


i In tin: II V. the mother lakes the 11 fruits” and places them upon Llie 
ground j “ Iml when dmlvness set in, n light shone from them life Llie rays of <t 
lump or the sheen of the sun.” 
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i i ™ cIm' said “ O luy son, heu* is the Lamp, 
* a5> duty e ^fL U - S akci we Shall have washed ll and polished it 

“rro^ol 1 I*m* ‘ A»J n,u,ri«.« 

g> , . I <1 Cnv whatso thou wanlcsl ol me t lime am 1, 
thy Slave and Slave to whoso holdeth the Lamp; and .ml 1 alone, 
but all the Slaves of the Wonderful Lamp which ihou hi-nch-sl in 
hand ” She quaked and tenoi was boiu upon her whe n she \unVu 
at that frightful form and her tongue being Lied she nmld « 
Te tun\ aught reply, never having been accustomed » * spy s n ■ 

semblances,--And Shah.a/ad was surpmed by tlx: dawn or day 

and ceased to say hei permitted say. 

Bo\u tuljen it \m tljc tfihc Ijjmrtwti nutl 


Quoth Dunyamd, “0 sister mine, an then be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," whereupon Shalmuad 

replied, “With love and good will."-It bath jeanhed mo, () 

King of the Age, that Alaeddin’s mother conic! not t>r her terror 
return a ieply to the Mdiid ; nay, she fell to the wound oppressed 
by her affright. 9 Now her son was standing afiu ofl and lie had 
already seen the Jinnl of the Ring which ho had rubbed within the 
Treasury; so when he heard the Slave speaking to his patent, he 
hastened forwards, and snatching the Lain]) from hoi band, said, 
“0 Slave of the Lamp, I am anhungeied and’lib my dosire that 
thou fetch me somewhat to eat and let it bo something toothsome 
beyond out means" The Jinnf disappeared foi an eye twinkle and 
returned with a mighty line tray and piecious ol price, lor that 
'tv,as all in virginal silver and upon it stood twelve golden platters 
of meats manifold and dainties delicate, will) bread snowier titan 
snow, also two silvern cups and as many black jacks" full of wine 


i For ihesc fabled Giant rulers of Syria, Og, King of Nashua, etc., see nights 
dchxvii., dcccmni., and ricccclnwtii. D’Herbelol (s v. (liubkir (hunt) ronmots 
" Jnkihirah ” .with the Ilcb Ghthbot, Ghibborim, and Llie Puis, Dlv, 1 Jiv.tn: of 
these were ’Ad and Shaddiid, Kings of Syria: the Fulnstin (Phi list i iu*s) ’Auj, 
Amalik and Kami Sliay Ih, or Seth’s descendants, the sons of God (Ituim- globin') of 
the Hook of Genesis (vi. 4), who inhabited Mount Hcrmoii and lived in pul ily and 
chasuiy. 

2 The II. V explains that the Jinnt had appeared to the iiiotln'i in hideous 
aspect, with noise and clamour, because she had scoured the gamp roughly ; but 
was more gentle with Alaeddin because lie hnd nibbed it lightly. Tins is horn 
Gall.ind. 

3 Arab Musaivwadalayn = lit. two black things, tough copies, etc. 
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clear-stiained and long-slou:d. And aflei selling all these befoie 
Alacddin, he evanished fioni vision. Theicupon the lad went and 
spunklcd lose walei upon his niolhci’s face and caused her snuff 
up pel fumes pine and pungent and said to hei when she revived, 
“Rise, () mother mine, and let us eat of these meals wherewith 
Almighty Allah hath eased our poveily.” Hut when she saw that 
mighty fine silvern tray she fell to maiveiling at the matter and 
quoth she, “O my son, who he this goneious, this beneficent one 
who hath abated am hunger-pains and mu penuiy ? !Ve are 
indeed nuclei obligation to him and, meseemelli, 'lis the Sultan 
who, hoaung of our mean condition and our misery, hath sent us 
this food-tray.” Quoth he, “ O my niothoi, this be no time foi 
questioning • mouse thee and let us cal foi we are both a-famished.” 
Accoulingly, they sat down to the tray and fell to feeding when 
Alaeddin's mother lasted meals whose like in all hci lime she had 
ncvci touched, so they devomed them with shaipened appetites 
and all the capacity engendered by sLiess of lnmgoi ; and, secondly, 
the food was such that maiked tlic tables of the Kings, Hut 
neither of them knew whclhci the Itay was or was not valuable, 
for nevei in their horn days had they looked upon aught like it, 
As soon as they had finished the meal (withal leaving victual 
enough for suppei and eke for the next day), they aiosc and 
11 wshed then ImwIs and sat at cJwt, when die toolha litrnoii to 
hei son and said, “Tell me, O my child, what befell thee fiom the 
Slave, the Jinnf, now that, Alhamdolillah—laud to the Loid!—we 
have eaten our full of the good things wheicwith I-Ie hath favoured 
us and thou hast no pretext for saying to mo, f I am anhungered, 1 ” 
So Alacddin ieluted to hci all that Look place between him and 
the Slave what while she had sunk upon the giound nswoon fot 
sole leimr; and at this she, being seized with mighty great sur- 
puse, said, “’Tis hue; for the Jiuns do present themselves before 
the Sons of Adam 1 hut I, O my son, nevei saw them in all my life 
and meseemeth (hat this be the same who saved thee when thou 
wasL within the Enchanted lloaid.” “This is not he, 0 my 
mother: this who appealed befoie thee is the Slave of the 
Lamp I” “Who may this he, O my son?'' This be a Slave of 


i Ami), Iianii Adam, as opposed to Hunt! Klohim (Suns of the Gods), 
It al-J.trm, etc. The Jtam'i al Asliu — sons of the yellow, arc Esau’s posterity in 
Edom, nlso a loim applied by And) historians to the Glucks and Romans, whom, 
Jewish Table denved fiom ldum.cn: in my vol, ii., night hxwiii,, they are the 
people of Lhe yellow oi lawny laces, For the legend sec Ilin Khali, iii. 8, where 
the Li.mslatiii suggests that the by-name may be=(lie "sons of the Emperor”' 
Flavius, confounded with “ (lavas," a title left by Vespasian to bis succcssois, 
The JJanu al-KliasIddmsli — sons of the (hlaek) poppy aie the Ethiopians. 
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sort and shape other than he ; that was the Familiar of the Ring, and 
this his fellow thou sawest was the Slave of the I/amp thou boniest 

i„ hand,”_And Shalnazad was suipiised by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 

jftolu tofjtn It turns tljc JFihc |)iinttrrt mrt Onjii’ti>-oiji-tl) JRiaftt, 


Quoth Dunya/nd, “0 sister mine, an thou bo other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whctcupon Slmlira/ad replied, 

“With love and good will”-It hath reached mo, 0 King of the 

Age, that Alaeddin said, “Veuly, 0 my mother, tlu; Jmni who 
appeared to dice was the Slave of the Lamp” And when Ids 
paient heard these woids she cried, “ 1 hotel Lhoio I so Lhis Ac¬ 
cursed, who showed himself to mo and went nigh unto killing me 
with affright, is attached to the Lamp.” “Yes,** he leplied, and 
she rejoined, “Now I conjure thee, 0 my son, by the milk where¬ 
with I suckled thee, to thiow away fiom thee this Lamp and this 
Ring; because they can cause us only extreme luvioi, and 1 
especially can never abear a second glance at them. Moroovei, nil 
intercouise with them is unlawful, for that the Vrophot (whom 
Allah save and assain I) warned us against them with threats.” 
He replied, “Thy commands, 0 my motlici, bo upon my head 3 
and mine eyes; but, as lcgaids this saying thou hardest, his im¬ 
possible that I pait or with Lamp oi with Ring. Thou thyself hast 
seen what good the Slave wrought us wlionas we wow* furnishing; 
and know, 0 my mothci, that the Maglnabi, the liar, the Magician, 
when sending me down into the Hoaid, sought nor the silver noi the 
gold wherewith the four halls were fulfilled, but dim god me to 
biing him only the Lamp (naught else), because in veiy deed lie 
had learned its priceless value; and had ho not been collided of 
it, he had never endured such toil and double, nor had lie travelled 
from his own land to oui land in search iheieol; neither had be 
shut me up in the Treasury when he despniied of the Lamp which 
I would not hand to him Theicfoic it bcsitlelh us, () my mother, 
to keep this Lamp and take all cate thereof nor disclose its 
mysteries to any; for this is now our means of livelihood and this it 
is shall enrich us. And likewise as regards the King, I will novel 
withdiaw it from my finger, inasmuch as but fm this thou hadsl 
ncveimoie seen me on life; nay I should have died within the 


3 Arab, IIA I hA ! su Haha (fern. II«tki) = IIcic fin thee I 
• 2 bo in Mcdmal Europe Pupal bulls and Kings' Mims wcic ntaa.il kn 
respect on the head bec DuQidd's 11 Don Quixote ," I'.ul i. xjxi, 
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Hoaid undcrgiound. How then can I possibly letnovc it from my 
fiiigci? And who wottelh that which may betide me by the 
lapse of Tiim', what Dippings or calamities 01 injuiious mishaps 
wheiefrom this Ring may deliver me? llowcvci, for lcgaid to 
thy feelings I will stow away the Lamp nor ever suffer it to be 
seen of thee hereafter." Now when his niothei heard his woids and 
pondcied them she knew they weie line and said to him, "Do, 
0 my son, whatso thou wiliest; for my pail I wish never to see them 

noi evei sight that frightful spectacle I oisl saw."-And Shahiazad 

was smprised by the dawn of clay and ceased lo say her pcumticd 
say, 

Jftnh) lufjcit it loan t(ic JTtuc ljBmtrrcH niiir Qftfvtytfetoutfi Ji3taf;t, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sistoi mine, an thou be not sleepy, do tell 
us sumo of thy pleasant tales," wheieupou Shallra/ad rc[)lied, "With 

love and good will."-It hath reached me, O King of the Age, 

that Alaeddm and his molhoi continued eating of the meats 
brought them by the Jiimi foi two full told clays till they weie 
finished ; but when lie learned that nothing of food lemainerl foi 
them, he niose and look a plallei of the platters winch the Slave 
had bi ought upon the tray. Now they wore all of the finest gold, 
but the lad knew naught thereof; so he bore it lo the linear and 
theie, seeing a limn which was a Jew, a viler than the Salans, 1 2 
offoied it lo him foi sale. When the Jew espied it lie took the lad 
aside that none might see him, and he looked at the platter and 
consideied it Lill lie was certified that it was of gold lefuied. Hut 
lie knew not whether Alncddin was acquainted with its value or he 
was in such mullets a law laddie 3 ; so he'asked him, “Foi how 
much, 0 iny lou\ Ihiu pktllcr ? ” and ihe oibea answered, “ Thou 
woilest what be its worth.” The Jew debated with himself as to 
how much he should offer, because Alncddin had relumed him a 
cuftsman-like icply; and he thought of the smallest valuation., at 
the same lime he feared lest the lad, haply knowing its woith, 
should expect a considerable sum. So he said in his mind, “Be¬ 
like the follow is an ignoiamub in such matters nor is ware of the 
piiec of the platter.” Whereupon lie pulled out of his pocket a 
(Unat, and Alaeddm eyed the gold piece lying in his palm and 
hastily taking it went his way; whcicby the Jew was certified of 


1 Gnlliiiul mulct's tlie Tuif only rusi el adroit. 

2 Auili, “ t/iiaslitiu ”-=a “Johnny Raw,” from tlie root “ Gbaslim " = 

mii]ujly, lluiltlers apply the woid lo im unhewn stone ; addressee] to a person it. 
is. coiibideied slighting, if not nisidtin^. dee vol. it., nig lit cwiii. 
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his customer’s innocence of all such knowledge, and repented with 
entire repentance that he had given him a golden dinar in hen of a 
copper carat, 1 2 a Lr.ght-pohshed g.oat. However, Alaeddin made 
no delay but went at once to the baker’s, where he bought him 
| jre ad and changed the ducat, then, going to his mother, lie gave 
her the scones and the remaining small coin and said, “O my 
mother, hie thee and buy thee all wc require.* So she mose and 
walked to the Ba/ai and laid in the necessaiy stock; after which 
they ate and were cheered And whenever the pi ice of the platter 
,ms expended, Alaeddin would take another and catry it to the 
accursed Jew, who bought each and evciy at a pitiful price; and 
eien this he would have miiushcd but, seeing how lie had paid a 
dinar for the first, lie feared to offer a lesser sum, lest the lad go 
and sell to some rival in trade and thus he lose his usurious gains 
Now when all the golden platteis were sold, theic remained only 
the silver tray whereupon they stood; and for that it was large and 
weighty, Alaeddin brought the jew to bis house and produced the 
article, when the buyer, seeing its size, gave him ten dmnis and 
these being accepted went his ways. Alaeddin and his mother 
lived upon the sequins until they were spent; then he brought out 
the Lamp and rubbed it and straightway appeared the Slave who 

had shown himself aforetime.-And Shahiazad was surprised by 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


jUoto luljcn it UiitB t&c Jibe |)imhub mt& Wjkty-ciM JIi%[)f, 


Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mure, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shnhiarnd replied, 

"With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, 0 King of the 

Age, that the Jmni, the Slave of the Lamp, on appeal big to 
Alaeddin said, “Ask, 0 my Lord, whatso thou wantest for I am thy 
Slave and the thrall of whoso hath the Lamp ”; and said the lad, 
"I desire that thou bring me a tray of food like unto that thou 
broughtest me erevvlules, for indeed I am famisht.” Accordingly, 
m the glance of an eye the Slave pioduced a similar tiay suppoil- 
mg twelve platters of the most sumptuous, furnished with requisite 
rates; and thereon stood clean bread and sundry glass bottles’ 1 of 
strained wine Now Alaeddin’s mother had gone out when she 
knew he was about to rub the Lamp, that she might not again look 
upon the Jinni; but after awhile she returned and when she sighted 

1 The carat fKlrat) being mo-,1 often, but not always, one Lwenty fourth of lie 
Omar Sta> nights cKwiv. anti clccxlu 

2 Kauini, jilur. of Kwinlnah 
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the tiay coveted with silvern 1 platteis and smelt the savour of the 
rich meats diffused over the house, she marvelled and rejoiced. 
Thereupon quoth lie, “ Look, O my mother! Thou badest me throw 
away the Lamp, see now its viitiies”, and quoth she, “O my son, 
Allah increase liis 2 weal, but I would not look upon him.” Then 
the lad sat down with his patent to the tray and they ate and drank 
until they weie satisfied, aftei which they lemoved what remained 
for use on the niouow. As soon as the meats had been consumed, 
Alaeddin arose and stowed away under his clothes a plattei of the 
platters and went foith to find the Jew, purposing to sell it to him ; 
but by fiat of Kate he passed by the shop of an ancient jeweller, an 
honest man and a pious who feaicd Allah. When the Shaykh saw 
the lad, he asked him saying, “O my son, what dost thou want? foi 
that times manifold have I seen thee passing hereby and having 
dealings with a Jewish man ; and I have espied Ihcc banding ovei to 
him &itndiy aitides; now also I fancy thou hast somewhat for sale 
and Lhou seekest him as a buyei theicof. But thou woltest not, O 
my child, that the Jews ever hold lawful to them the good of 
Moslems, the Confcssots of Allah Almighty’s unity, and always 
dcfiaud them j especially this acemsed Jew with whom thou hast 
relations and into whose hands thou hast fallen. If then, 0 my son, 
thou have aught Lhou wouldest sell show the same to me and never 
feai, foi I will give thee its full puce by the truth of Almighty Allah " 
Thereupon Alaeddin la ought out the plattei which when the ancient 
goldsmith saw, he took and weighed it in Ins scales and asked the 
lad saying, “Was it the fellow of this thou soldest to the Jew?” 
“Yes, its fellow and its biolhei," he answered, and quoth the old 
man, “What price did lie pay thee? ” Quoth the lad, “One dinar.” 

-And Shahrarad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to 

say liei peimilted say. 

I 2 &U) toftm it liiiiet tljr Jiuc IpunUrrti anH QTfrrtp niittlj jftigfyf, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whcieupon Shahrnzad replied, 

“With love and good will.”-It hath leached me, O King of the 

Age, that the ancient goldsmith, healing fiom Alaeddin how the 
Jew used to give only one dinar as the price of the plattei, cued, 
“Ah! I take lefuge fiom this Accursed who coxeneth the servants 


1 IIcic and heloW silvci is specified, whenas the platters in night dx.wv. 
weic of gold. This is one of the many changes, conliadirlions, and confusions 
v Inch are iaheieul m Aral) stories. See Spilta-HcyS “ Conies Arahes,” 1 'ieface. 

2 i.e. the Slase of the Lamp. 
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of Allah Almighty I " Then, looking at the tad, ho exclaimed, ■■ O 
% son, verily yon tricksy Jew hath cheated .hoe and laughed a 
thee, th. platter being puie stive. and virginal. I have weighed 
it and found it worth seventy dmais; and if thou p ease to lake 
its \alue take it” Thereupon the Shaykh counted out to him 
seventy gold pieces, which he accepted and presently thanked him 
for his kindness in exposing the Jew’s laseahty. And after this, 
whenever the pi ice of a platter was expended, lie would bring 
another and on such wise he and his mothci weie soon in belter 
circumstances; yet they ceased not to live after their olden fashion 
as middle class folk 1 2 3 without spending on diet ovcimueh 01 
squandering money. But Alacddin had now thiown olf the 
ungraciousness of his boyhood ; he shunned the society of scape¬ 
graces and he began to frequent good men and Hue, repairing 
daily to the market-street of the mcichants and thcic companying 
with the great and the small of them, asking ahoul mallei.s of 

merchandise and learning the price of investments and so foilh; he 

likewise frequented the Bazars of the Goldsmiths and the Jewel Ins 11 
where he would sit and diveit himself by inspecting theii piecious 
stones and by noting how jewels weie sold and bought llieioin, 
Accoidingly, he piesently became ware that the tieo-luiils, wheie- 
vrith he had filled his pockets what time he entered the Knchanled 
Treasury, weie neither glass noi chiystal but gems lich and iaie, 
and he undeistood that he had acqtmed immense wealth such as 
the Kings never can possess. He then considered all the piecious 
stones which were in the Jewel lei s’ Quarto, but found that theii 
biggest was not worth his smallest On this wise ho ceased not 
eveiy day repairing to the IJaznt and making himself familial 
with the folk and winning theii loving will 0 ; and enquiiing aiient 
selling and buying, giving and taking, the deal and the cheap, 
until one day of the days when, after rising at dawn and donning 
his chess he went foitli, as was his wont, to the Jewellois’ lla/ar; 
and as he passed along it lie heaid the ctici ciying as follows, 
“By command of our magnificent mastei, the King of Lin: Time and 
the Lord of the Age and the Tide, let all the folk lock lip their 
shops and stoies and letire within then houses, for that the Lady 


1 Aral) "IHlnh nnitawnssitah,” a phrase which has a Emopean loach. 

2 In ihe lest “ Jauh.wjiyj.ili,” common enough in Egypt mul Sybil; an Ami), 
plnr. of an Arabised Turkish sing —ji for chl=(cr.lfls-) nun. 

3 We may suppose some years may have parsed m Ibis piou'ss, ami that 
Alacddin from a lad of fifteen had icached the age or manhood. The II. V 
declares that for many a twelvemonth the mothci and son lived by cotton spinning 
and the sale of the plate. 
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Badr al-Budili, 1 daughtei of the Sultan, designeth to visit the 
Ham mini; and whoso gainsayeth the Older shall be punished 
with death-penalty and be his blood upon his own neck 1 ” Hut 
when Alaecklin hemd the proclamation, he longed to look upon the 
King’s daughtei and said in his mind, "Indeed all the lieges talk 
of hei beauty and loveliness and the end of my desiies is to see 

hci.”-And Shahiazad was suipiised by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say hei permitted say. 

JRcAu \uf)rn (f lucid ffjc JFtoc K)tmtrvetr iiitS JFottirtfj JliJiffljt, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be othei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahrazad replied, 

"With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, that Alaeddin fell to contilving some means whereby he 
might look upon the Piincess Uadi al-Buddr, and at last judged 
best to take his station behind the I-Iammam-dooi whence he 
might see her face as she entered. 3 Accoidingly, without stay or 
delay he lcpaucd to the Baths befoie she was expected and stood 
a-iear of the entrance, a place wheieat none of the folk happened 
to be looking. Now when the Sultan’s daughter had gone the 
lounds of the city and its main sheets and had solaced heiself by 
sight-seeing, she finally reached the Hammam and whilst enduing 
she mised hei veil, when her face lose before sight ns it were 
a peail of pi ice 01 a sheeny sun, and she was ns one of whom the 
desciiber sang:— 

Magic Kohl cnchmitclh the glances so bright of her i » We pluck roses in posies 
from checks rosy bright of her : 

Of night’s gloomiest line is the gloom of the hail of her » Anti her brighL biow 
uplighlcth the murks of the night of hei. J 

(Quoth the recitei) When the Piincess raised from her face the veil 
and Alaeddin saw hei lavoui he said, "In veiy tinth her fashion 
magnifielh her Almighty I'ashionei and glory be to Him who 
ci on ted hei and adorned hci with this beauty and loveliness.” His 
suength was sliuck down from the moment he saw hei and Ins 
thoughts weie distiaught; his ga/e was dazed, the love of hei gat 


I i e. full moon of full moons j slc vol. in , night clxsix, It is pronounced 
“ Badioo’l-IJudooi,” hence Uni land’s “ )l.idr-oul-boiidour.” 

1 In the II. V Alaeddin “ bethought him of a room adjacent to the Baths, 
wheic he might sit and see the Pimcess through the (loot-cllinks, when she raised 
her veil buluie the handmaids and eunuchs ” 

1 Tins is the common conceit of the brow being while as day and the hail 
black as night. 
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hold Of the whole of hi, heart; and, when he returned home to his 
« L he was as one in colacy. Hts patent add,eased him, but 
\m neither replied nor denied, and when she set bclo.e him the 
(nomine meal he continued in like case. So quoth she, 0 my son, 
*hat A may have befallen thee? Say me, doth aught ml thee? 
let me know what ill hath belidcd thee, for, unlike thy custom, thou 
speakest not when I bespeak thee.” Thcreupon Alaedd.n (who 
used to think that nil women joscmbled his mothei, and who, albeit 
he hid he ml of the chaims of Uadi al-Uudui, daughter of the Sultan, 
vet knew not what “beauty” and “loveliness” might .signify) tinned 
to his parent, and exclaimed, “Let mo he!” Howcvci, she 
persisted in piaying him to come forxvaids and caL j so he did hei 
bidding, but hardly touched food, aftei which he lay at full length on 
his bed all the night thiough in cogitation deep until morning 
monowed. The same was his condition duiing the next da), 
when his mother was perplexed foi the case of her son, nod unable 
to leant what had happened to him. 80, thinking that helilco he 
might be ailing, she drew near him, arid asked him, saying, “ O my 
son, an thou sense aught of pain or such like let mo know, that T 
may fare foith and fetch thee the physician; and to-day then' 
be in this our city a leach fiom the Land of Uic At Tbs whom 
the Sultan hath sent to summon and the hiuit abioad iojioi tctli 
him to he skilful exceedingly. So, an be thou ill lei me go and 

bring him to thee"-And Sliahia/ad was surpusul by the dawn 

of day and ceased to say hei permitted say. 


jftolu lufjru It \m t[)C Lint jjmrtrrt auH Jortj-ttwt 

Quoth Dunyazad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be otliei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shuhiazod replied, 

" With love ancl goodwill.”-It luLli leaehed me, 0 King ol the 

Age, that Alacdthn, heating Ins jiaient’s olfet to summon 1 he 
medicmeij said, “0 my mothei, I am well in body and cm no wise 
ill But I evei thought that all women tesembled thee unLil 
yesterday, when I beheld the Lady Undr al-lhiclur, daughlei of the 


1 ‘tilth a statement may rend absurdly to the West but if is line in llio Must 
“ Suluii ” had seen no woman's face unveiled, we that of Ids sable imUlur 
K«>si | md, in Morier'b Tale of Yeliloz, the wicked woman ("'I he Mit/u," sol. bi. 
13d The II V adds that Alnctldm’s mother was old ami veiily had liltln 
lv July even m her youth go at the sight of the l’lincess he learnt that Allah 
had created women evjmMle in loveliness and hcnrl-ensnaiiiig \ and at (list glance 
ilu. shaft of love piiMccd his heml and lie fell to die gnnind a-faint. He lou d hei 
wait a ilKiii&aml lives and, wh*’n his mother questioned Inin, " ins lips funned no 
friendship with Ins speech.” 
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Sultan, as she was fill mg foi the Baths.” Then he related to hei 
all and cvoiy thing that had happened to him adding, “ Haply thou 
also hast heard the cnei a-ciying •—Let no man open shop or stand 
in sheet that the Lady Bade al-Budvu may lepan' to the Hanimam 
without eye seeing hei, But I have looked upon her even as she 
is, for she laiscd het veil at the dooi ; and, when I viewed her 
fuvoui and beheld that noble work of the Cieatoi, a soie fit 
of ccstacy, 0 my molhei, fell upon me fot love of hei, and fnra 
icsoIvc Lo win hei hath opened its way into oveiy limb of me, noi 
is repose possible foi me except 1 win hot. Whciofoie I purpose 
asking her to wife fioni the Sultan, her siie in lawful wedlock” 
When Alaeddin’s molhei heard her son’s woids, she belittled his 
wits, and cued, “O my child, the name of Allah upon thee! 
Mesecmeth thou hast lost thy senses But be thou rightly guided, 
0 my son, not be Lhou as the men J Inn-maddened.” He replied, 
“Nay, O mother mine, I am not out of my mind, noi am I of the 
maniacs; noi shall this thy saying alter one jot of what is in my 
thoughts, foi lest is impossible to me until I shall have won the 
dead mg of my heait’s com, the beautiful Lady JJadr al-IJudui. And 
now I am lesolved Lo ask her of hei she, the Sultan ” She rejoined, 
“ O my son, by my life upon thee spenlc not such speech, lest any 
oveiheai thee and say thou be insane: so cast away fmm thee 
such nonsense! Who shall undeitake a mallei like this 01 make 
such lequest to the King? Indeed, I know not how, supposing this 
thy speech to be soothfast, thou shalt manage to crave such giace of 
l he Sultan 01 though whom thou clcsirest to propose it,” He 
retorted, “Through whom shall I ask it, O my mother, when thou 
ait piesent? And who is theie fondei and more faithful to me than 
thyself? So my design is that thou thyself shalt proffer this my 
petition.” Quoth she, “0 my son, Allah remove me far theicfiom ! 
What! have I lost my wits like thyself? Cast the thought away and 
a long way from thy head Remembci whose son thou ad, O my 
child, the oiphan boy of a tailor, the poorest and meanest of the 
tailois toiling in this city; and I, thy mother, am also come of 
pauper folk and indigent. How, then, duist thou ask to wife the 
daughter of the Sultan, whose sue would not deign many hei with 
the sons of the Kings and the Sovrans, except they were his pceis in 
honour and grandeur and majesty, and, were they but one degiee 

lowei, lie would refuse his daughier to them ?”-And Sliahrazad 

was surprised by the dawn of day and censed to say her permitted 
say. 
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jfloiu m It mu fa Jte Do»^> Jortp«fe#mr JQIjrftt, 

Ouoth Dunya/ad, “ 0 sistei mine, an (lion be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant la’es,” wheicupon Rhah.a/ad replied, 

“ With love and good will.”-It hath icached me, 0 King of the 

Aee that Alauddin look patience until his patent had said hei say, 
when quoth he, “0 my mothei, everything thou hast called to mind 
is known to me , moieovei ’tis ihoioughly well known to me that I 
ain the child of pauper paients; withal do not these woids oT thee 
divert me fiom my design at all, at all. Nor the less do I hope of 
thee, an I be thy son and thou tn.ly love me, that thou giant me this 
fuvoui, otherwise thou wilt destroy me, and present Death hover dh 
ovu my head except I win my will of my beau’s deal ling; and I, O 
my mother, am I in every case thy child” Hearing these words, 
his parent wept of hei souow for bun and said, “O my child 1 yes, 
in very deed I am thy mother, nor have I any son oi life s blood of 
my liver except thyself, and the end of my wishes is to give thee a 
wife and rejoice in thee But suppose that I would seek a Inkle ol 
our likes and equals, her people will at once ask an thou have any 
land or gaulcn, merchandise oi handicraft, wherewith thou cans! 
suppoit her, and what is the teply I can ictuin ? Then, if I cannot 
possibly answer the poor like ourselves, how shall I behold enough, 
0 my son, to ask foi the daughtei of the Sultan ol China land, who 
hath no peer or behind or befoie him? Theiefoio do thou weigh 
this matter in thy mind. Also who shall ask hei to wife foi the son 
of a snip? Well indeed I wot that my saying aught of this kind 
will but increase our misfoilimes, foi that it may be tire cause of 
our incurring moital dangei fiom the Sultan; poiadvontuie even 
death for thee and nrc And, as conceincth myself, how shall 1 
venture upon such tash deed and pciilous, 0 my son ? and in what 
way shall I ask the Sultan foi his daughter to be thy wife; and, 
indeed, bow ever shall I even gel access to him ? And should I 
succeed theiein, what is Lo be my answui an they ask me touching 
thy means ? Haply the King will hold me to be a madwoman 
And, lastly, suppose that I obtain audience of the Sultan, what 

ofteiing is there I can submit to the King’s majesty'?"-And 

Shahrazad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased Lo say hei 
permitted say. 

i “ There is not a parent (Tesliui.il)} lo bring lit the Man of(!uil”(i Sam. 
i\. 7), anil Muinclicm explain-, Teshuiah as a gift ofleicil will) the of living 

admitted Lo ihe picsuice Sec also the tillering of oil lo Hie King, in Isaiah Ini, 9. 
Liun in M.uunlriclPs Day rru\els (p, 26) it was counted uncivil to visit atiignitaiy 
without an oltering in hand 
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JSolu lu/jcit ifliicttf tfje JFtoc fyunttirdr autr Jai'fjj-fflii'tr fflfa% 

Quolh Dunya/ad, “ O sistei mine, and thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant talcs 55 ; wheieupon Shalna?ad replied, 

“With love and goodwill”-It hath icachcd me, 0 King of the 

Age, that Alneddin’s niothei continued to her son, “ ’Tis true, 
O my child, that the Sultan is mild and meiciful, nevci rejecting 
any who approach him to lequiic justice 01 ruth or protection, noi 
any who piay him for a present, for he is liberal and lavisheth 
favour upon near and fai. But he dealeth his boons to those 
deserving them, to men who have done some demng-do m battle 
undci his eyes 01 have lendciecl as civilians gieat service to his 
estate. But thou I do thou tell me what feat thou hast peiformed 
in his picsence or before the public that thou meutest from him 
such grace? And, secondly, this boon thou anrbilionest is not for 
one of our condition, nor is it possible that the King granL to thee 
the bourne of thine aspiration; for whoso goeth to the Sultan and 
ciaveth of him a favour, him it besitteth to take in hand somewhat 
that suiteth the loyal majesty, as indeed I warned thee aforetime. 
Iiow, then, slialt thou risk thyself to stand befoie the Sultan and 
ask his daughter in mauiage, when thou hast with tlicc naught to 
offoi him of that which beseemeth his exalted station? 15 Hereto 
Alaeddin replied, “O my mother, thou speakest to the point and 
hast reminded me aught and ’th meet that I revolve m mind the 
whole of thy remindings, Bui, O my mother, the love of Princess 
Badr-al-Ihidur hath entered into the core of my heart; 1101 can I 
rest without I win her. Howevci, thou hast also recalled to me a 
mattei which I foigot and 'tis this emboldeneth me to ask his 
daughter of the King. Albeit thou, 0 my mother, declarest that 
I have no gift which I can submit to the Sultan, as is the wont of 
the woild, yet m very sooth I have an offering and a present 
whose equal, O my mother, I hold none of the Kings to possess; 

no, noi even aught like it.”-And Shnlnnzad was surprised by the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


jlMu tojjen tt lunti tljc JFihc IptmiiicD anU Jftifffot, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sistei mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do lell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shahia/,ad 

icplied, “With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, 0 

King of the Age, that Alaeddin said to his mother, “ Because 
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verily that which I deemed glass or crystal was nothing hut 
precious stones, and I hold (hat all the Kings of the Woild 
have nevei possessed anything like one of the smallest thcieof. 
For by frequenting the jeweller-folk, I have learned that they 
are the costliest gems and these aie what I biought in my pockets 
f,om the Hoaul, wheieupon, an thou please, compose thy mind. 
We have in our house a howl of China poicclain ; so auso thou 
and fetch it, that I may fill it with these jewels, which thou Shalt 
eairy as a gift to the King, and thou slialt stand in his pi essence 
and solicit him for my lequuemcnt. I am ceitified that by such 
means the matter will become easy lo thee, and if thou he 
unwilling, O my niolhci, to stiive foi the winning of my wish 
as regards the Lady Uadr nl-IJudui, know thou that suioly l 
shall die. Not do thou imagine that this gift \s or aught save 
the costliest of stones, and be assuted, O my mothci, tlinL in 
mv many visits to the Jewelleis’ Jia/iu I have obsoivcd the 
merchants selling for sums man's judgment may not deteuuine 
jewels whose beauty is not worth one qumter <mat of what 
wc possess; seeing which I was certified that oms aie beyond all 
price. So arise, 0 my inothei, as I bade thee and bring me 
the poicekun howl afoiesaul, that I may ai range Ihetein some 
of these gems and we will see what semblance they show.” 
So she biought him the China bowl saying m herself, “X shall 
know what to do when I find out if the wends of my child con¬ 
cerning these jewels be soothfast or not"; and she sol it befoie 
her son, who pulled the stones out of his pockets and disposed 
them in the bowl and ceased not airanging therein gems of soils 
till such time as he had filled it, And when if was bnniful she 
could not fix her eyes fuinly upon it ; on the contiaiy, she 
winked and blinked for the daz/le of the stones and then 
radiance and excess of lightmug-likc glance; and hei wits wcie 
bewildered thereat; only she was not codified of then value 
being really of the eiioimous extent she had been told. Willul 
she reflected that possibly her son might have spoken might 
when he declaied that then like was not to bo found with 
the Kings. Then Alaeddm tinned to hci and .said, “Thou 
hast seen, 0 my mother, that (his pic.sent intended foi (he Sultan 
is magnificent, and I am ceitified that it will piocuie for thee 
high honour with him, and that he will leceivc thee with all 
respect. Aim now, 0 my mothci, thou hast no excuse, so 
compose thy thoughts and atise; take thou this bowl and away with 
it lo the palace.” His mother rejoined, “O my son, ’Us lino that the 
present is high-piiced exceedingly and the costliest of the cosily; also 
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that, accouhng to thy wend, none owneth n& like, But who would 
have the boldness to go and ask the Sultan for his daughtet, the 
Lady Badr al-Budur ? I indeed dare not say to him :—I want thy 
daughter, when he shall ask me:—What is thy want? Foi know 
thou 0 vny son, that my tongue will be tied And granting that Allah 
assist me, and I embolden myself to say to him:—My wish is to 
become a connection of thine thiough the mnmage of thy daughtei, 
the Lady Ilacli al-Budui, to my son Alaeddin, they will suiely decide 
at once that I am demented, and will thiust me foith in disgrace and 
despised. I will not tell thee that I shall thereby fall into danger of 
death, for ’twill not be I only, but thou likewise. Howcvei, 0 my 
son, of my legard for thine inclination, I needs must embolden 
myself and hie thithci. Yet, 0 my child, if the King leceivc me 
and honour me on account of the gift, and enquire of me what thou 

-desiiest”-And Shahiazad was surpnsed by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say hci permitted say 

Jftolu lufjcn tl tone tlje JTtuc liftmtuti mrt JFoityffftfo Bi#, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales” wheieupon Shahia/ad lcplied, 

“With love and good-will.”-It hath icachcd me, O King of the 

Age, that Alacddin's mothei said to hei son, “And in reply I ask of 
him that which thou desitesl in the niattei of thy maniage with 
his daughter, how shall I answei him an he ask me, as is man’s 
wont, What estates hast thou, .and what income? And peichancc, 
O my son, he will question me of this before questioning me of 
thee” Alaeddin leplied, “’Tis not possible that the Sultan 
should make such demand what time he considered! the jewels 
and thou magnificence; noi is it meet to think of such things as 
these which may never occui. Now do thou but anse and set before 
him this piesent of piecious stones and ask of him his daughter 
for me, and sit not yondei making much of the difficulty in thy 
fancy. Eie tins thou hast learned, O mothei mine, that the Lamp 
which i\ c possess hath become to us a stable income, and that 
wlutso I want of it the same is supplied to me, and my hope 
is that by means theieof I shall loam how to answei the Sultan 
should he ask me of that thou sayest. 1 ” Then Alaeddin and his 
mother fell to talking ovci the subject all that night long and 
when morning moitowed, the dame aiose and heartened Iiei heart, 

i As we shall see further on, the magical effect of the Ring and the Lamp 
e\tcnd far and wide ovei the iihjsique and morale of the owner: they turn a “raw 
laddie” into a finished comtici, wamor, statesmen, etc. 
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especially as her son had expounded to her some little of the 
poweis of the Lamp and the values thcieof; to wit, thaL it would 
supply all they required of it. Alaeddm, however, seeing his 
parent take coinage when he explained to hei the woikings of the 
Lamp, feaied lest she might tattle to the folk thereof 1 ; so he said 
to lici, ‘“O my mothei, bewaie how thou talk to any of the pro¬ 
perties of the Lamp and its profit, as this is om one gtcaL good. 
Guard thy thoughts lest thou speak over much concerning u 
before otheis, whoso they be; haply we shall lose it and lose the 
boon fortune we possess and the benefits we expert, for that his 
of him. 2 ” His mothei leplied, “Feai not iheiol'oi, O my son,” 
and she aiose and took the bowl full of jewels, which she mapped 
up in a fine keichief, and went foith betimes that she might icnch 
the Diwan ere it became crowded. When she passed into the 
Palace, the levee not being fully attended, she saw the Wa/its and 
sundiy of the Loids of the land going into the piescnco-ioom 
and aftei a short time, when the Diwan was made complete by the 
Ministcis and high Officials and Chieftains and Emiis and (handeos, 
the Sultan appealed and the Waziis, made theii obeisance and 
likewise did the Nobles and the Notables. The King sealed him¬ 
self upon the ihione of his kingship, and all present at the levee 
stood In.foie him with crossed aims awaiting his commandment Lo 
sit, and when they leccivcd it each took lii.s place accouimg to 
Ins degree; then the claimants came befote die Sultan who de¬ 
livered sentence, after his wonted way, until the Divan was ended, 
when die King aiose and withdiow into the Palace 11 mid the 

others all went theii ways.-And Shahia/ad was .siupiisotl by tire 

dawn of day and ceased to say hei permitted say. 

\h|ch it toa* tlje Ttoc Jfwvtw oiytlj Bifiljt, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sistei mine, an thou be olhei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahia/ad leplied, 

“ With love and good will."-It hath icaclictI me, O King of 

die Age, that Alaeddm’.s mothei, having come the uuliesl of all, 

1 In hajtern stales the incic susnieion of Inunig such nn mlicit would csoosu 
Inc poctccl at least to tmUiie, 1 licit piarluul system ol hiMlijty' “lieasun* 
inne," as I saw when se-i vmi* with my icgmu-nt in tuijai.it (Ui/nal), is al ones, to 
impugn and “ ««««* the Under, m order to make sme Dial lie has not hidden 
any jurt ol ills him 

2 Here Die MS. text is defective, (he allusion is, I suppose, l<» the Slave ol 
the Lamp 

3 In Die* II V the King 1 clued mhi his |nivale apaitmenl ; and, ilismissnm all 

: iV t l xr <J,aiK Yumr ’ <Louk c,i e nlsai,cc ° r special niaiieis ” heioie mihdiawinir 
lo the Harem. b 
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found means of cnteiing without any addressing her 01 offering 
to lead het to the pieseticc; and she ceased not standing there 
until the Diwan ended, when the Sultan arose and withdrew into 
the palace and the others all went about their business. And 
when she saw the Ihione empty and the King passing into his 
Haienij she also wended hei ways and returned home, Blit as 
soon as hei son espied her, bowl in hand, he thought that haply 
something untowaul had befallen hei, but he would not ask of 
aught until such Lime as she had set down the bowl, when she 
acquainted him with that had occuned and ended by adding, 
" Alhaimlolillah,—laud to the Lord I —0 my child, that I found 
courage enough and secured for myself standing-place in the 
levee this day ; and albc I cl leaded to bespeak die King, yet 
(Inshallali 1 ) on the monow I will addicss him Even to-day were 
many who, like myself, could not gel audience of the Sultan. 
But be of good cheer, O my son, and lo-mouow needs must I 
bespeak him fot thy sake ; and what happened not may happen ” 
When Alaeddin heaicl his patent's woids, he joyed with excessive 
joy; and, although he expected the mallei to be managed horn 
by horn, for excess of his love and longing to the Lady Bach al- 
Buclui, yet he possessed lus soul m patience. They slept well 
that night and betimes next morning the mother of Alaeddin 
aiosc and went with hei bowl to the King’s court which she 
found closed. So she asked the people and they told hei that the 
Sultan did not hold a levite eveiy day but only tin ice in the 
se’nnight; whciefoic she detcimined to return home, and after 
this, whenever she saw the couil open she would stand bcfoie the 
King until the reception ended, and when it was shut she would go 
to make sure thcicof; and this was the case for the whole month. 
The Sultan was wont to remark hei piesence at eveiy levee, but, 
on the last day when she took her station, as was her wont, befoie 
the Council, she allowed it to close and lacked boldness to come 
foi wards and speak even a syllable. Now as the King having 
usen was making for his Harem accompanied by the Giand Wiuir, 
he turned to hnn and said, “O Wa/ii, dining the last six or seven 
levee days I see yondei old woman piescnl heiself at eveiy recep¬ 
tion, and I also note that she always carneth a something undei 
hei mantilla. Say me, hast thou, O Wazii, any knowledge of her 
and her intention ? ” “ O my lord the Sultan,” said the other, 
“vettly women be weakly of wits, and Imply this good wife comcth 
hither to complain befoie thee 1 against het goodinan or some of her 

i The levtfc, Dhv<m or D.irtotr, being also «i lit <fe justice and a Court of 
Cassation: see vol. i. night i. 
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people.” But thte reply was far fiom satisfying tire Sultan; nay, he 
baric the M'a/.n, in case she should come again, .set her bofoie him ; 
and forth light the Minister placed hand on head and exclaimed, “ To 
hear is to obey, 0 our Loid the Sultan 1” And Shalltazad was 
surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say hei pci nulled say. 

Bm Uifjcit a \m <[ic fair a nt> JFnitjjrfdKnfo JthflR 


(^uoth Dunya?acl> "0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us sonic of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shalirazad replied, 

“With love and good will -It hath leaclied me, 0 King of the 

;\ge, that the mothei of Alaeddin, as she made a practice of repair¬ 
ing to the Diwaii eveiy day and passing into the room and standing ' 
opposite the King, albeit she was soirowful and soie aweary, withal 
for her son’s sake she endeaiowed to make easy nil hei difficulties. 
Now one day of the days, when she did accoiding to hei custom, 
the Sultan cast his eyes upon hei as she stood before him, and said to 
his Grand Wazir, “This be the vciy woman wheieof I spake to thee 
yesterday, so do thou straightway bring hei before me, that I may see 
what be her suit and fulfil her need.” Accoidmgiy, the Minister at 
once introduced her, and when in the presence she saluted lire King 
by kissing bet finger tips and i aising them to her blow 1 ; and, praying 
for the Sultan’s glory and continuance and the peimaneuco of 
his prosperity, bussed ground before him. Tho.teupon, quoth he, 
“0 woman, 5 for sundiy days I have seen thee attend the lovco 
s.ins a word said ; so tell me an thou have any icquhoment I may 
grant” She kissed ground a second time and aflet blessing him, 
answered, “Yen, veuly, as thy head liveth, 0 King of the Age, 

1 have a want; but first Df all, do thou deign giant me a ptomise 
of safely that 1 may prefer my suit to the cm is of out loid Liu: 
Sultan; for haply thy Highness’ may find it a singular." The 
King, wishing to know her need, and being a man of unusual 
mildness and clemency, gave 1m word foi hei immunity and bade 
forthwith dismiss all about him, ic.maimng without other but the 
Grand \Va?iu Then he turned towaids his suppliant and said, 


1 \IJ this is c\j)tcsNt<l hy (tic Amhic in one woul " Turn mm A ” CJ.Ulnnd 

turns pur iJhvqitc, qu'il tt,ul/nl r> hi/cuhe s'llj 1 man,wail; and thus he conveys 
a n ronfr ulen. ‘ 

2 Tins would Le still (he popular address, nor is it considered mile or 

In John (n. 4 ) “Atlo," the Ilcb. ICsliali, is similarly used, not 
c*»iiipiimciitarily, but in popular speech. 

3 sounds ridiculous enough in English, Uu not in (ierinaii; re Dcinv 

Knnignchc llohcit is I he formula do ngiiciti when an Auslii.111 oflirer, w hu always 
addresses brother-soldiers 111 ihc feniiliji second pa son, is sneaking to .1 c.muudo 
who is also a royally. * 
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“Infoim mo of thy suit* thou hast the safeguard of Allah 
Almighty” “0 King of the Age," leplied she, “I also require of 
thee pardon”; ancl quoth he, “Allah pardon thee even as I do” 
Then quoth she, “0 om loid the Sultan, I have a son, Alaeddin 
higlit; and he, one day of the days, having heard the crier com 
mantling all men to shut shop and slum the stieets, for that tire 
Lady Badi al-Jludui, daughtei of the Sultan, was going to the 
Hammani, felt an uncontiollable longing to look upon hei, and 
hid himself in a sLcad whence he could sight her right well, and 
that place was behind the dooi of the Baths When she entered 
he beheld her and consideied her as he wished, and but too well; 
foi, since the tunc lie looked upon her, 0 King of the Age, unto 
this hour, life hath not been pleasant to him. And he hath 
tequiied of me that I ask her to wife foi him fiom thy Highness, 
noi could I drive this fancy from his mind because love of hei 
hath madeied his vitals and to such degiee that he said to me: 
Know thou, 0 molhci mine, that an I win not my wish surely 1 
shall die, Accoidingly, I hope that thy Highness will deign be 
mild and meicifu! and pardon this boldness on the pail of me 
and my child and lefiain to punish us therefor.” When the 

Sultan heard her tale he legaidod her with kindness and, laughing 
aloud, asked her, “What may lie that thou cairies'l and what be 
in yonder kerchief?” And she seeing the Sultan laugh in lieu of 
waxing wroth at hoi woids, foithnght opened the wiappci and set 
before him the howl of jewels, whereby the audience-hall was 
illumined as it were by lustres and candelabra 1 ; and he was dazed 
and amazed at the radiance of the larc gems, and lie fell to 

mai veiling at their sue and beauty ancl excellence.-And 

Shahra/ad was surpiised by the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say. 

jftolu luljcit f t loans tljc JdJc ^itnUrdJ mill Jftioftt, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “ 0 sislci mine, if thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of tljy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shahra/ad le¬ 
plied, “ With love and good will.”-It hath icachcd me, O King 

of the Age, that when the King saw tire gems he was seized by 
suipusc ancl cried, “Never at all until this day saw I anything 
like these jewels foi sue and beauty and excellence; nor deem 

I that there be found in my tioasuiy a single one like them.” 

I " Sui.ijyat (lit =lhe I’temdes) and u Shain’ddm ” a won Id-be Arabic plur. 
of ilu* I’eisian ■' Sliiun’.ulaii '’=c.uidlcslick, chandelier, foi which more concclly 
Slmm’.i-dannt is> used 
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Then he turner! to his Minister and asked, “ What sayest thou, 
0 Wazir? Tell me, hast thou seen in thy time such mighty 
fine jewels as these?” The othet answered, “Never saw I such, 
0 our lord the Sultan, noi do I think that there lie in the 
treasures of my lotd the Sultan the fellow of the least thereof.” 
The King resumed, “Now indeed whoso hath presented to me 
such jewels meuteth to become bndegtoom to my daughtoi, 
Uadi al-Dudiu ; because, n.s fm as I see, none is moie deserving 
of hoi than lie” When the Wazir hem cl the Sultan’s winds he 
was tongue-tied with concern and he giioved with sene guef, 
for the Kmg had promised to give the lhmtess m mauiage to 
his son, so after a little while he said, “0 King of the Age, 
thy Highness deigned promise me that the Lady ltodr aKBurlm 
should be spouse to my son; so ’Us but light that thine exalted 
Highness vouchsafe us a delay of thice months, dining which 
time, Inslullah! my child may obtain and present an offering yet 
costlier than this.” Accordingly the King, albeit he knew that 
such a thing could not be done, oi by lire Wazir or by the 
greatest of his Giandees, yet of his gtace and kindness granted 
him die required delay. Thin he turned to the old woman, 
Alacddin’s mother, and said, “Go to thy son and tell him I 
have pledged my word that my daughter shall be in his name 1 ; 
only 'tis needful that I make the requisite piepaialions of nuptial 
furniture for her use, and ’tis only meet that he lake patience for 
the next three months.” Receiving this reply, Alaecldm’s mothei 
thanked the Sultan and blessed him; then, going foilh in hotlesL 
haste, as one flying foi joy, she went home. And when hei son saw 
her entering with a smiling face he was gladdened at the sign of good 
news, especially because she had returned without delay as on the 
past days, and had not brought hack the bowl. Presently he asked 
her, saying, “ Inshallab, thou beaiest me, 0 my mothei, glad tidings, 
and peiadventurc the jewels and their value have wionghl their weak, 
"belike thou hast been kindly lecerved by the King, and be hath shown 
thee grace and hath given eai to thy request." Ho she told him the 
"'hole tale—how the Sultan had entreated her well and had mat veiled 
at the extraordinary si/e of the gems and theii surpassing water, as chd 
also the Wazir, adding, “And he promised that his dauglitei should 
be thine. Only, O my child, the Wa/ir spake of a soeiot contract, 
made with him by the Sultan befoie he pledged himsoll lo me and, 
alter speaking privily, the King pul me off to the end of three 
months: therefore I have become fcaiiul lesL the Wazir be evilly 

l i.t betrothed to in pio/osHion, says Gal land. 
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disposed to thee and pei chance lie may attempt to change the 

Sultan’s mind.”-And Sliahia/ad was surprised by the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her pennitted say. 

J!2n\u \uljcit It iuits tljc Ji\ic rmtr j'ottpmfatl) 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “ O sister mine, an thou be otliei than sleepy, do 
tell us .some of thy pleasant tales,” whcieupon Shahia/ad replied, 

"With love and good will.”-It hath icachcd me, 0 King of the 

Age, that when Alacddm heaid his mother’s words and how the 
Sultan had piomisert him his daughlei, dcfuinng, however, the 
wedding until nfLei the tliiid month, iiis mind was gladdened and 
he lejoiced exceedingly, and said, ‘‘Inasmuch as the King hath 
given his woid after Lhiee months (well, it is a long timel), at 
all events my gladness is mighty gicat.” Then lie thanked his 
parent, showing hci how hci good woik had exceeded hei toil and 
liavail, and said to her, “ Jly Allah, O my mothei, hitherto I was 
as ’tweic in my giavo, and theicfiom thou hast witlichawn me, and 
I piaise Allah Almighty, because I am aL this moment certified 
that no man in the woild is happier than I 01 more fortunate.” 
Then ho took patience until two of the three months had gone by. 
Now one day of the days his mother faied foith about sundown to 
the Bazar that she might buy somewhat of oil, and she found all 
the market shops fast shut and the whole city decorated, and the 
folk placing waxen tnpeis and ilowcis at their casements; and she 
beheld the soldieis and household troops and the Aghils 1 tiding in 
procession and llumbeaux and lustres darning and flaring, and she 
wondered at the marvellous sight and the glamour of the scene. 
So she went into an oilman’s stoic which stood open still and 
bought her need of lum and said, “By thy life, 0 uncle, tell me 
what bo the tidings m town this day, that people have made all 
these decorations, and cvciy house and maiket-sticel is adorned 
and the hoops all stand on guaul?” The oilman asked hci, “0 
woman, I suppose thou ail a stianger and not one of this city?” 
and she answeied, “ Nay, I am thy townswoman.” He rejoined, 
“Thou a townswoman, and yet woltesl not that this very night 
the son of the Giand Wazir goelh into the Lady Iladr al-Budur, 
daughter of the Sultan I He is now in the Hamniam, and all this 
powei of soldiciy is on guaid and standing under arms to await 
his coming foith, when they will beai him in bndal procession to 


i IIcic moaning Eimuch-officeis and officials. Jo the cdlxxvith Night of this 
volume the word is inconcclly written Agh.it in the singular. 
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the palace where the l’linccss expecteth him.” As the mother of 
Alaeddirt heard these voids, she grieved and was disluuight m 
thought and pciplexed how to inform her son of this souowful 
event, well knowing that the poor youth was looking, hour by 
houi, to the end of the thico months, But she letimied straightway 
home to him and when she entered she said, “ 0 my son, I would 
give thee certain tiding*, yet liaid to me will he the sonow they 
shall occasion thee" He cried, £< Lel me know what be thy 
iieus"; and she replied, "Vciily the Sultan hath luolcon his 
pioinise to thee in the mattei of the Lady Bodi al-Budiu, and 
this, very night the Grand Wa/ir's son goelh in Lo hci. And for 
some time, O my son, 1 have suspected that the Mimslci would 
change the King's mind, even as I told thee how he had spoken 
privily to him befoie me” Alaeddm 1 asked, “ Ilow Joainedsl thou 
that the Wa/ii’s son is thi-s night lo pay his first visit to the 
Princess?” So site told him the whole tale, how when going to buy 
oil she had found the city dccoiatcd and the eunuch-officials and 
Lords of the land with the tioops undei aims awaiting the budo- 
groom fioiu the Paths; and that the first visit was appointed for that 
very night. Hcaiing this, Alaoddin was seized with a level of 
jealousy biought on by his gtief. howcvei, aftm a shod while lie 
remembered the Lamp and iccoveiing his spiuts, said, ‘‘By thy life, 
O my mother, do thou believe that the Wa/u’s son will not enjoy hei 
as thou thmkest. But now leave we this discoui.so and mise thou 
and serve up supper 2 and after eating let me retne to my 

own cliambei and all will be well and happy.”-And Shalua/ad 

was suipused by the dawn of day and ceased to say hot permuted 
say, 


LJtiw tojjcn it tons tbc JFtoc niiH Jiftirtlj 

Quoth Dunvazad, “O sister mine, an thou be olhci Ilian sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,’’ whcieiipon Shahrazad 

icplied, “ With love and good will."-It hath icached me, O King 

of the Age, that Alaeddm after he had supped i clued lo his 
cliambei, and locking the dooL Inought out the Lamp and nibbed 


1 In tlic H V. Alaeddm on hewing lIns became .is if a llmiuleilwU lud 
stricken him, and losing umsumisnt:-.-., swooned away. 

2 1 Iicsl calls for food at cuUc.il limes, and oft lmimng allusions In eating me 
not ><.t wholly ohv.lelu amongst the civilised of the -\i\lh cuUmy, Tlie ingenious 
M, Jules Verm- often enlivens a ledums scene by Jh'j,-nnoin > And Kiench 
IraiillcTs, hke Lngbsh, are not unready to talk or Ibcxl and dunk, knowing that 
the subject is neicr displeasing to lliur riadcis. 
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it, when,is forthright appeared to him its Familial, who said, 
“ Ask whatso thou wan test, for I am thy Slave and Slave to him 
who boldest the Lamp in hand ; I and all the Slaves of the Lamp.” 
He replied, “ Hear me ! I prayed the Sultan foi his daughter to 
wife and he plighted hei to me after three months ; but he hath 
not kept Ins word, nay, lie hath given her to the son of the 
Wazir and this very night the bridegiooin will go in to her. 
Theieforc 1 command thee (an thou be a trusty Servitor to the 
Lamp) when thou shalt see biide and bridegroom bedded together 
this night , 1 at once take them up and bear them hithei abed j and 
this be what I want of thee.” The Marid replied, “Hearing 

and obeying; and if thou have other service but this, do thou 

demand of me all thou desiiest.” Alaeddin lejoined, “At the 
present time I lequire naught save that I bade thee do.” Here¬ 
upon the Slave disappeaied and Alaeddin lOtuined to pass the 
mst of the evening with his mother. But at the horn when he 
knew that the Seivitor would be coming, he aio.se and ictiied to 
his chamber and after a little while, behold, the Marid came 
bunging to him the newly-wedded couple upon their bridal-bed. 
Alaeddin icjoiced to see them with exceeding joy; then he cried 
to the Slave, “Cany yondei gallows-bnd hence and lay him at 

full length in the privy. a ” His bidding was done s ti night way , 

but, befoie leaving him, the Slave blew upon the bridegroom a 
blast so cold that it snivelled him and the plight of the Wazir’s 
son became piteous Then the Servitor ictuiniiig to Alaedthn 
said to him, “An thou requiic aught else, infoim me thereof”; 
and said the othci, “Return a-moin that thou mayst restoie 
them to their stead”; whereto, “I hear and obey," quoth the 
Maiid and evanished. Piesently Alaeddin aiose, hardly believing 
that the affair had been such a success for him; but whenas he 
looked upon the Lady JJadr nl-Budui lying undei his own roof, 
albeit he had long burned with hoi love yet he pieserved lespect 
foi hei and said, “O Princess of Ian ones, think not lhat I brought 
thee hither to minish thy honour. Heaven foi fend I Nay, 'twas 
only to prevent the wrong man enjoying thee, for that thy sire the 
Sultan promised thee to me. So do thou lest in peace.”-And 

i The II V. gives a sketch of the wedding “And when the ceremonies 
ended at the palace with pomp and pauuie and pageant, and the night was far 
spent, the eunuchs led Lhe Wazir’s son into the bridal chamber. He was the fust 
lo seek his couch ; then the Queen, his molhei-in-law, came in to him leading the 
bude, and followed by her suite. She did with hei virgin daughter as parents are 
wont to do, lemovcd her wedding-raiment, and donning a night-dress, placed her 
in her bridegroom's m ins, Then, wishing her all joy, she with her ladies went 
away and shut the dooi. At Hint instant came the Jmm, M etc. 

a The happy idea of the wedding night in the water-closet is repeated from die 
(ale of N’ui al-Dfn Ali ifasan (vol. i., night xvi.) and the mishap of die Hunchback 
hridcgionm. 
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SWalwafiwl was snrpwsed by Ihe dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permuted say. 

Jlialu tuljcu It biau tljc -iTxdc IjjuiiDieti mtto JFlft^ftrsf JQtrffit, 

Quoth Pimyazad, “0 sister mine, and thou be othei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shnhiwacl 

replied, “With love and goodwill.”-It hath leached me, 0 King 

of the Age, that when the Lady Badr al-Buduv, daughter of the 
Sultan, saw herself in that mean and darksome lodging, and heard 
Aleaddin’s words, she was seized with fear and trembling and 
waxed clean distraught; nor could she return aught of reply. 
Presently the youth aiose and shipping off his owlet dross placed 
a scymitar between them and lay upon the bed beside the Princess 1 ; 
and he did no villain deed, for it sufficed him to prevent the 
consummation of her nuptials with the Wadi’s son. On the other 
hand, the Lady Badr ul-Budur passed a night the cvilest 
of all nights; nor in her born days had she seen a woise j and 
the same was the case with the Minister’s son who lay in the 
chapel of case and who dated not stir for the fear of tiro Jinni which 
overwhelmed him, As soon as it was morning the Slave appeared 
before Alaeddin, without the Lamp being rubbed, and sard to him, 
“O my lord, an thou require aught, command mo therefor that 
I may do it upon my head and mine eyes.” Said the othei, "Go, 
take up and cany the bride and bridegioom to their own apaiL- 
meiit"; so the Servitor did his bidding in an eyc-glancc and boie 
away the pair, and placed them in tire palace as whilomc they weio 
and without their seeing any one, but both died of affright when 
they found themselves being tianspoited from slcad to stead.* And 
the Maud had barely time to set them down and wend his ways eio 
the Sultan came on a visit-of congratulation to bis daughter; and 
when the Wa/ir’s son heard the tloois thrown open, he sprang 
straightway from his couch and donned lus dressfoi he knew that 
none save the King could enter at that hour Vet it was exceedingly 


1 For the old knightly practice of sleeping widi .1 diawu swmd sup.mUmg 
man and maul, see night ckcM., and Mi. Olouston's " Popular Tales and 
notions.,” sol. i. 316 In Poland, the mttinmlinry who m.uued by piocui.uion 
slept alongside Ihe bride in all his armoiu. Tire II. V. explains, “ lie (■U.u.'d'Uu) 
also lay a naked sword between him and the Pimccss, so she might pciusno that 
| jwi CCa “ y l> >' 'hat blade should be aliempt to do aught of \1ll.1iuy by Hie 

2 Gall.uul Mysj Its ue t*ape>(w cut que t le l*lb ran lenient <lu lit ct one tie lent 

transput d un hen >i fautie: t Wail foenm jcj pom hit don net nne ft avert/ t/it'il 
cst aise a imagin',!, 1 

3 '«>■ unnecessarily makes ihe W.vir’s son piss i.ilo the wimIuiIil- 
(s,ai<hohcJ lo ihcss Uunsell. 
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haid for him to leave lm bed wheiem he wished to warm himself a 
tulle after his cold night in the watei-closet which lie had Intel)’ 

left.-And Shahrazad was suipiised by the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her pet mitted say. 

Jf3oto) lufjnt it tone tfic JTror ptmtirt anti Tiffiseiramb 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “0 sistei mine, an thou be othei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahrazad ie[)lied, 

“With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O King of 

the Age, that the Sultan went in to Ins daughter Badr al-Budut 
and kissing hei between the eyes gave her good morning and 
asked her of her bridegioom and whether she was pleased and 
satisfied with him. But she returned np reply whatever and looked 
at him with the eye of anger and, although he lepeated his 
woids again and again, she held her peace nor bespake him with 
a single syllable. So the King quilted her, and going to the 
Queen infoimcd her of what had taken place between him and 
Ins daughtei , and the mothei, unwilling to leave the Sultan angeied 
with then child, said to him, “O King of the Age, this be the 
custom of most newly-mairied couples at least duiing their first 
days of matriage, for that they aie bashful and somewhat coy. 
So deign thou excuse hei and aftei a little while she will again 
become herself and speak with the folk as befoic, whereas now hei 
shame, O King of the Age, Jccepeth lici silent However ’tis mv 
wish to fare foith and see her.” Theieupon the Queen arose and 
donned hei dress; then going to her daughtei, wished hei good 
morning and kissed hei between the eyes. Yet would the Puncess 
make no answci at all, whereat quoth the Queen to herself, “ Doubt¬ 
less some stiange mattei hath occuned to tiouble her with such 
tiouble af> this.” So she askcrl hei, saying, " O my daughter, what 
hath caused this thy case? Let me know what hath betiderl 
thee that, when I come and give thee good morning, thou hast not 
a woid to say to me?" Thereat the Lady Bad* nl-Budur raised 
her head and said, “ Pat don me, 0 my mothei, ’liras my duty to 
meet thee with all lespect and worship, seeing that thou hast 
honouied me by this visit. Howevei, 1 pray thee to hear the cause 
or this my condition and see how the night I have jusL spent hath 
been to me the ei'ilest of the nights Hardly had we lam down, 
0 my mother, than one whose foini I wot not uplifted oui bed 
and transported it to a darksome place, fulsome and mean.” Then 
the lMnce.ss iclaled to the Queen-mother all that had befallen her 
that night , how they had taken away hei biidcgtoom, leaving her 
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lone and lonesome, and liow after a while came anolhci youth who 
lay beside her, in lieu of her bmlegroom, after placing his scymitar 
between her and himself; “and m the morning 1 ’ (she continued) 
"he who earned us off relumed and boie us sliaight back to our 

own stead, but at once when he arrived hithet lie left us, and 

suddenly my sire the Sultan enleied at the horn and moment of 
our coming, and I had nor heart not tongue to speak him withal, 
foi the stiess of the tenor and trembling which came upon me. 
Haply such lack of duty may have piovcd soic to him, so I hope, 
0 my mother, that thou wilt acquaint him with the cause of tins 
my condition, and that he will pardon me foi not answering him 

and blame me not, but rather accept my excuses.”--And Shah- 

ra/ad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say hei 

pel nutted say, 

Jltlohi to&en it tu.ifl t()c Jfuc fyiurirrcto nnti Jifhi-tfm'ti JQirtljf, 

Quoth Dunyarad, "0 sister mine, an thou be oilier than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahra^ad 

replied, “ With love and goad will”-It hath reached me, O King 

of the Age, that when the Queen heard these woids of Princess 
Iladr al-Budur, she said to her, “0 my child, compose thy thoughts. 
An thou tell such tale before any, haply shall he say :—Vciiily, the 
Sultan’s daughter hath lost hei wits. And thou hast done light 
well in not choosing to recount thine adventure to thy father; and 
beware and again I say beware, O my daughtet, lest thou inform 
him thereof ” The Princess replied, “ 0 my mother, I have spoken 
to thee like one sound in senses, noi have I lost my wits. This 
he ivhat befell me, and, if thou believe it not because coming fiom 
me, ask any bridegroom.” To which the Queen replied, “ Rise 
up straightway, 0 my daughter, and banish fiom thy thoughts 
such fancies as these, and lobe thyself and come foi Lh to glance 
at the bridal feasts and festivities they aie making in the city for 
the sake of dice and thy nuptials; and listen to Lire (humming and 
the singing, and look at the decorations all intended to honour 
thy marriage, O my daughtei.” So saying, the Queen at once 
summoned the tirewomen, who dressed and piopated the Lady 
Badr al-Budui, and presently she went in Lo the Sultan and assinod 
him that their daughtei had sulTeied duimg all hei wedding 
night from swevens and nightmaic and said lo him, " Be noL 
serere with her for not answering thee.” Then the Queen sent 
privily for the Wazir’s son and asked of the mallei, saying, 
"Tell me, are these woids of the Lady Bach al-lUidm soothfast 
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or not ? ” Hut lie, m his fear of losing his bride out of band, 
answetud, “O my lady, I have no knowledge of that whereof 
thou speakest." Accordingly the mothei made sure that her 
daughtei had seen visions and dicams. The maniage-fcasts 
lasted thioughout that day with Almahs 1 and singers and the 
smiting of all manner instalments of niiith and meiriment, 
while the Queen and the Wazii and his son strave right 
strenuously to enhance the festivities that the Princess might 
enjoy herself; and that day they left nothing of what excitetli 
to pleasuie umepresented in her presence, to the end that she 
might forget what was in her thoughts and derive increase of 
joyance. Yet did naught of tins take any effect upon her ; nay, 
she sat in silence, sad of thought, sore peiplexed at what had bc- 
lallcn her during the last night. It is true that the Wazir’s son 
had suffered even moie because he had passed his sleeping houis 
lying in the water-closet* he, however, had falsed the stoiy and 
had cast out remembiance of the night j in the first place foi his 
feat of losing his bride and with her the honour of a connection 
which brought him such excess of consideration and for which men 
envied him so much; and, secondly, on account of the wondrous 
loveliness of the Lady Badi al-Hudui and her niaivellous beauty. 
Alaeddin also went forth that day and looked at the merry¬ 
makings which extended throughout the city as well as the 
palace, and he fell a-laughing, especially when he heard the folk 
prating of the high honoui which had accrued to the son of the 
Wazir and the piospeiity of his foi tunes in having become son-in-law 
to the Sultan and the high consideration shown by the wedding 
fetes. And he said in his mind, “ Indeed ye w r ot not, O yc 
miseiables, what befell him last night that ye envy 111111 .” But after 
darkness fell and it was time for sleep Alaeddin aiose, and, retiring 
to his chamber, rubbed the Lamp, whereupon the Slave incontinently 

appealed-And Shahra/ad was surpiLcd by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 

1 Piofcssion.il singing ami dancing girls : Properly the word is the feminine of 
'Alimsa teamed man ; but it has been anglicised by Byron's 
“ The long chibouque’s dissolving cloud supply, 

Where dance the Almahs to wild minstrelsy."—(The Corsair, ii. 2.) 
They go about the streets with unveiled faces and are seldom admitted into 
icspeclable Ilaiems, although on festal occasions they perfoim in the court or in 
front of the house ; but even tins is objected to by the Mrs. Grundy of Egypt. 
Lane (hL E , chapt. win.) deuves with Saint Jerome the word from the Hub or 
Phoenician Almsih=n virgin, a gill, a singing-girl, and llius explains 11 Alsimoth ” 
m Psalms nIvi. and r Cluon. \v. 20 Parkhnrst (s v. ’Al.unah = an undeflowcrcd 
vngin) renders Job wxix 30, “ the way of a man with a maid " (hi almah) “ The 
way of .1 man in Ins viigln slate, shunning youthful lust and keeping himself pure 
and unspotted.’’ 
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aolu lufjcit (t mu lire JTnjc l!)imUrrt nirti JFiEtjjfoufBiftM. 

Oiioth Dunya Aid, “ 0 sistci mine, an Ihou be othei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales” whereupon bhalua/.ad replied, 

“With love and goodwill."-It hath reached me, O Ring of ihe 

Age that when the Slave appealed m presence of Alaoddin he 
nas*bidden to bring him the Sultan’s daughter, logcthoi with her 
bridegroom, as on the past night cie the Wam’s son could abate 
hLX virginity So the Marid without slay oi delay evanished 
foi a little while until the appointed time, when lie relumed carry¬ 
ing the bed whereon lay the Lady Hadr al-llurlut ancl the Wa/ii s 
son; and he did with the bridegioom as he had done befoic, to 
wit, he took liini and lay him at full length in the jakes and l hole 
left him dned up for excess of feai and tiembling. J'lien Alaoddin 
arose, and placing the scynnUli’ between himself and the Princess, 
laydown beside her; and when day bioke the Slave icsloied Lite 
pair to their own place, leaving Alacddm filled with delight at the 
slate of the Minister’s son. Now when the Sultan woke up 
amorn he resolved to visit Iiis daughter and see if she would liotil 
him as on the past day ; so shaking ofi* his sleep lie spuing up and 
airayed himself m his lainicnt and going to the apailmcnt of the 
Princess, bade open the dooi. Theieot the son of the Wazir aiose 
forthright and came down front his bed and began donning his 
dress whilst his libs were wiling with cold; foi when the King 
enteied the Slave had just brouglrl him back. The Sultan, 
raising the alias' drew near his daughtci ns she lay abed and gave 
hei good nioinrng, then kissing her between (be eyes, he asked 
her of liei case But be saw hei looking sour and sad and she 
answered him not at all, only gloweiing .at him as one in angel 
and her plight was pitiable. Heteat the Sultan waxed wroth Willi 
hei for that she would not reply ami he suspected that something 
evil had befallen hei,' whereupon he bared his blade and sued 
to her, braird in hand, saying, “ What be this that bclidelh thee ? 
Either acquaint me with what happened or this very moment 1 
will take thy life! Is such conduct the token of homnn and 
respect I expect of thee, that I address thee and thou answeiesl 
me not avoid?" When the Lady Iladr al-Hudur saw her site m 
high dudgeon and the naked glaive in his grip, she was heed hour 

1 Thu* te\l reads “Kafr 1 2 ” (he raised) " a I Ii.ishkh.fnu]]" which in Huppl. 
NigM-. (mgln cc:} is ;i hanging, si cm lam. Apparently il is a touupliun ul (lie 
l‘ur-. 11 l'aslil.hanali,” a mosquito cuil.ua. 

2 The foliar suspected Uial die had nol gone lo bul a cle.ui maid. 



Alaeddin, or t The Wonderful Lamp. 87 

her fear of the past, so she laiseil her head and said lo him, “O 
my beloved fathei, be not wioth with me noi be hasty in thy hot 
passion, foi I am excusable in what thou shall see of my case. So 
do thou lend an cai to what occutied to me and well I wot that 
after hearing my account of what befell to me dining these two 
last nights, thou wilt pat don me and thy Highness will be softened 
lo pitying me even as I claim of thee affection for thy child.’’ 
Then the Piinccss infoimed hei father of all that had be titled her 
adding, “ 0 my sue, an thou believe me not, ask my bridegioom 
and he will lecounL Lo thy Highness the whole ad veil tut e; nor did 
I know either what they ■would do with him when they boie him 

away horn my side or where they would place him.*'-And 

Shuhia/.ad was smpused by the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
pel milted say. 

jftoh) Uiljca it tofle tDc JFnic IbrnitucU anti Jjftmfiftf) . 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou be otlier than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shahia/ad leplied, 

“ With love and good will ”-It hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, that when the Sultan hcaicl his daughter’s woids, he was 
saddened and his eyes brimmed with teais ; then he sheathed his 
sabre and kissed hei saying, "O my daughter, whcicfoie 1 didst thou 
not tell me what happened on the past night that I might have 
guaidcd thee horn this torture and terioi which visited thco a 
second time? Hut now ’Lis no mattei. Rise and cast out all such 
care and to-night I will set a watch lo waid thee nor shall any 
mishap again make thee miseiablc.” Then the Sultan returned lo 
his palace and straightway bade summon the Grand Wazir and 
asked him, as he stood before him in his‘service, “O Wazii, how 
dost thou look upon this matter? Haply thy son hath informed 
thee of what occutiod to him and to my daughtci." The Minister 
icplied, “ O King of the Age, 1 have not sum my son or yesterday 
01 to-ciay.” Heieal the Sultan told him all that had afflicted the 
1’iineess, adding, “’Tis my desire that thou at once seek tidings of 
thy son concerning the facts of the case: pci adventure of her fear 
my daughtci may not be fully awaic of what ically befell hei } 
withal I hold all hei woids to be truthful” So the Grand Wazn 
aiose and, going foith, bade summon his son and asked him anent 

l Ami). A) 4 i = Ayyu Sluyjinaiul Laysh = li ayyi Shayym This vulgarism, 
01 nUhc-i popular coruiplion, is of oltlen il«»(c ami was usd by sick purist as 
AI-MuUiuihiii in such a plmise as “ Aysh ls.li.ib.ua-k ? w =liuw aiL iliuu? Scti Ibu 
Kli.illilvin, 11 i 79 , 
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all hi fc lord had told him whether it be true or undue. The youth 
replied, “ O my father the Wazir, Heaven forbid that the Lady 
Badr al-Budur speak falsely; indeed all she said was sooth, and 
these two nights proved to us the evifest of our nights instead of 
being nights of pleasure and marriage-joys. But what befell me 
was the greater evil because, instead of sleeping abed with my 
bride, I lay in the waidrobe, a black hole, flight fill, noisome or 
stench, truly damnable; and my ribs were brnslen with cold." In 
fine, the young man told his father the whole tale, adding as he 
ended it, “O deai faLher mine, I implore thee to speak with the 
Sultan that he may set me fiee from this mamage. Yes, indeed 
'tis a high honour for me to be the Sultan's son-in-law and especi¬ 
ally the love of the Princess hath gotten hold of my vitals, but I 
have no strength left to endure a single night like unto these two 

last."-And Shahrazad was suipiised by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


jaotu uifrcit it toitet tijf Jfiltc fhinlhtb auU Jtftii-tfiyffj JiiNflijt, 

Quoth Dunynrad, “O sistei mine, an thou be olliei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," wheieupon Shahrazad leplied, 

“ With love and good will.”-It hath icached me, 0 King of the 

Age, that the Wazir, healing the woids of his son, was saddened 
and sorrowful exceedingly, for it was his design to advance and 
promote his child by making him son-in-law lo the Sultan, So he 
became thoughtful and perplexed about the affaii and the device 
whereby to manage it, and it was sore grievous foi him lo bleak off 
the marriage, it having been a rare enjoyment to him that he had 
fallen upon such high good fortune Accoiclingly lie said, 11 Take 
patience, 0 my son, until we see what may happen this night, 
when we will set watchmen to waid you, not do thou give up Live 
exalted distinction which hath fallen to none save to thyself.” 
Then the Wazir left him and, returning to the sovian, lopoilcd 
that all told to him by the Lady Badi ai-Budui was a Line talc , 
wheieupon quoth the Sultan, “Since the affair is on this wise, we 
reqiuie no delay," and he at once ordeied all the icjoictngs lo 
cease and the maniage to be broken off. This caused the folk and 
the citizens to marvel at the matter, especially when they saw the 
Grand Wazir and his son leaving the palace m pitiable plight foi 
grief and stTess of passion; and the people fell to asking, “What 
luih happened and what is the cause of the wedding being made 
null and void?” Nor did any know auglU of the Uuih save 
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Alaeddm the lovei who claimed the Princess’s hand, and he laughed 
in his sleeve. Put even after the niaitiage was dissolved, the Sultan 
foigot not even recalled to mind his promise made to Alaeddin’s 
mother; and the same was the case with the Grand Wa/ 11 , while 
ncilhoi had any inkling of whence befell them that which had 
befaJloH, So Alaeddm ixilicnily awaited the lapse of the Ihicc 
months after u Inch the Sultan had pledged himself to give him to 
wife his daughter, but soon as ever the tcim came, he sent his 
molhei lo the Sultan for the pmpose of requiting him to keep his 
covenant. So she went to the palace and when the King appeared 
111 the 1 )nvan and saw the old woman standing before him, he 
lemembeicd his promise to her concerning the marriage aftci 
a totm of three months, and he turned to the Minister and said, 
“O Wa/.ir, this be the ancient dame who piesented me with the 
jewels, and to whom we pledged oui word that when the thiee 
months had elapsed we would summon her to our picsencc befoic 
all others.” So the Minister went forth and fetched her, 1 and when 
she went in to the Sultan’s presence she saluted him and prayed for 
his glory and permanence of piospenly. Heteal the King asked het 
if she needed aught, and she answeied, “ 0 King of the Age, the 
tlnee months’ tenn thou nssignudst to me js finished, and this is thy 
time to many my son Alaeddm with thy daughtet, the Lady Badr 
al-Budur.” The Sultan was distraught at this demand, especially 
when he saw the old woman’s paupei condition, one of the meanest 
of her kind, and yet the offering she had biought to him was one of 
the most magnificent, fai beyond his powei to pay the piicc. 
Accoidingly, he turned to the Grand VVazir, and said, “What device 
is theie with thee ? In very sooth I did pass my word, yfil 
meseemeth that they be paupei folk, and not persons of high 

condition.”-And ShahnUod was suipiised by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her pci nutted say. 

Bo\u tolftii U tone tljc Jfihc IjimtoicU .ini JFiftytttotnty Bt&Db 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," wheieupon Shahrazad leplicd, 

“ With love and good will.”--It hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, th.?£ the (hand IKwh, 11 ho ir.is dying of envy and who iraj 
especially saddened by what had befallen his son, said lo himself, 
“ How shall one like this wed the King’s daughtet, and my son lose 

1 In the It. V. the Minister sends the Chub ilar = roJ-beare>, in.ici.-bearer, 
udiei, etc 
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this Uiglunost lionuiu ?" Accoidmgly, ho nnsweied his Sovian 
speaking piiuly, “0 my laid, ’tis nil easy 1 mattei lo keep off a 
poor devil such as this, foi he is nol woithy that Lhy Highness give 
tl,y daughter to a fellow whom none knoweth wliat ho may he?" 
“By what means," enquiied the Sultan, “shall wc put off the man 
when I pledged my promise? And the word or the Kinga is their 
1,0110.” Replied die Wjun, “0 my lord, my lede is that thou 
demand of him forty platters made of pine sand-gold 3 and full of 
gems (such as the woman bioughl thee afoietimc), with foity while 
slave-girls to cany the plalteis and foity black eimuch-slnves." The 
King rejoined, “By Allah, 0 Wa/ir, thou hast spoken Lo the 
pin pose, seeing that such thing is not possible, and by this way we 
.shall he fieed." Then quoth lie to Alacddin’s mothei, “ Do thou go 
and tell thy son that I am a man of my woid, even as I plighted iL 
to him, but on condition that lie have powei lo pay the dower of my 
daughter, and that which I require of him is a suilonienl, consisting 
of two score platters of vugin gold, all brimming with gems 
die like of those thou broughtest to me and as many white 
handmaids to cany them and two scoio black eunuch-slaves 
to serve and cscoit the bearers. An thy son avail hciolo I will 
mairv him with my daughter" Theicupon she ictunied home 
wagging her head and saying m hei mind, “ Whence can my poor 
boy procure these platters and such jewels ? And granted that he 
return to the Enchanted Tic.isuiy, and pluck them ftom the does— 
wliuli, howevei, I hold impossible; yet given that he bung them 
whence shall he come by the girls and the blacks?" Not did she 
leave communing with herself till she reached hot home, wheie 
she found Alaeddin awaiting hei, and she losl no time in saying, 
“0 my son, did I not tell thee novel to fancy that Lhy powei would 
cMend to the Lady Uadi al-Uudui, and that such a mallei is not 
possible to folk like ouiselves?" “Recount to me the news,” 
quoth he; so quoth she, “0 my child, vciily the Sultan leoeiwd 
me with all honour accoiding to hi.s custom, and meseemeth Ins 
intentions towards vis be friendly Hut thine enemy is that accmscd 
Wa/ir ; for aftei I addressed the King in thy name as thou badest 
mi. say :—In veiy sooth the pionnsed tenn is past, adding;—'Tweie 
well an thy Highness would deign issue commandment foi Ihe 

r In the test Sahal ten Su-hal, again the bto.\d 11 Done ” of Syria. 

2 Aral, Datiab ramli=gokl-dust washed out of the sand, placet -gold. T imisl 
lm use myself for using this Americanism, propcily a diluvium oi deposit of sum I, 
uiul improperly (BartleU) a find of drift gold. The word, like many mining Hums 
m llie hardest, is bonowed ftom the Spun aids ; iL is not llieieloie one ol the 
uuuy Ai-Kin.an Milg.uisms winch thteatui hopelessly to detile the pme Welt of 
l.ughsli speed). 1 
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espousals of thy daughter the Lady Uadi aUludui to my son 
Alaeddiu ; he turned to and addressed the Mmistei who answered 
pnvily, after which the Sultan gave me his ieply.” Then she 
enumerated the King’s demands and said, “O my son* he indeed 
especteth of thee an instant reply, but I fancy that we have 110 

answet foi him”-And Shalna/ad was suipnsed by the dawn of 

day and ceased to say het permitted say. 

tuljni it lima t&c JFibc jjXmtti'rt) nntr -fifty cifffofj) DiflFjt, 

Quoth 1 )u»ya/ad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be olhei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shahttuad 

leplied, “With love and good will.”-It hath icachcd me, 0 

King of (tie Age, that when Alaeddiu heard these words he 
laughed and said, “O my mothci, thou affumest that we have no 
answei and thou deemest the case difficult exceedingly j but compose 
thy thoughts and anse and bring me somewhat we may eat; 
and after we have dined, an the Compassionate be willing, thou 
shalt see my ieply. Also the Sultan thmketh like thyself that 
lie hath demanded a piodigious dower in order to diveit me from 
his daughter, wheioas the fact is that he hath required of mo a 
mattei far less than I expected. But do thou fate forth at once 
and puichase the piovision and leave mo to piocuie thee a ieply” 
So she went out to fetch hei needful from the Ba/ai and Alaeddiu 
retired to his chambei and taking the Lamp rubbed it, when forth- 
light appealed to him its Slave and said, “Ask, 0 my loid, whalso 
thou wantest.” The other replied, “ I have demanded of the 
Sultan his daughter to wife and he hath lequiied of mo foity 
bowls of pin est gold each weighing ten pounds‘and all to be filled 
with gems such as we find in the Gardens' o I the Hoard; fuithei- 
motc, that they be borne on the heads of as many white hand¬ 
maids, each attended by her black eunuch-slave, also foity in full 
late; so I desire that thou biing all these into my piesencc” 
“ lleaikening and obeying, O my loid,” quoth the Slave and dis- 
appeaung foi the space of an hour 01 so, presently returned 
bunging the platters and jewels, handmaids and eunuchs; then, 
setting them befoie him the Maiid cued, “This be what thou 
demandest of me, declaie now an thou want any matter or seivjre 
olhei than this.” Alacddin rejoined, “ I have need of naught 
else ; but, an I do, I will summon thee and let thee know.” The 
Slave now disappeaied and, aftei a little while, Alacddin's moLher 
l Arab. “ Rati,” by Europeans usually pronounced “ Roll ” (RoLolo). 
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relumed home, and on entering the house saw the blacks and the 
handmaids. 1 Hereat she wondeicd and exclaimed, “All this 
prnecedeth horn the Lamp which Allah perpetuate to my son ' ” 
Rut ere she doffed her mantilla Alaeddin said to hei, “O my 
mother, this be thy time befoie the Sultan enter his Sci raglio-palace 2 
do thou carry to him what he lequirecl and wend thou with it at 
once, so may he know that I avail to supply all he wanteth and yet 
more; also that he is beguiled by his Grand Wa/ii, and the twain 
imagined vainly that they would baffle me.’ Then he arose 
fuithught and opened the house-door, when the handmaids and 
hlatkamoots paced foith in pans, each gill with her eunuch beside 
hoi, until they crowded the quartci, Alacddin’s mother foicgomg 
them, And when the folk of that waicl sighted such mighty fine 
sight and marvellous spectacle, all stood at gaze and they con- 
bideied flic forms ancl figmes of the handmaids marvelling at then 
buauly rind loveliness, for each and eveiy woic lobes inwrought 
with gold and studded with jewels, no dress being wotth fewei than 
a thousand dinars.® They staled as intently at the bowls and 
albeit these weic covered with pieces of brocade, also orfiaycd and 
dubbed with precious stones, yet the sheen ouLshol horn them 

dulled the shine of sun.-And Shahra/ad was suipiisecl by the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

JBota) to&tn it tea a t&c JFibc fyiuifreli ana JFtft;<nmfy JRiflijt, 

Quoth Dunynzad, “O sister mine, an thou he other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasanL tales,” whereupon Shalna/ad icphetl, 

“With love and guod will.”-It hath teachcd me, O King 

of the Age, that the folk, and especially the people of the quuilei, 
stood a-marvclling at this singulai scene. Then Alacddiids mother 
walked forwards and all the handmaids and eunuchs paced behind 
her in the best of ordinance and disposition, and the citizens 
yaihcied to ga/e at the beauty of the damsels, glorifying God (lie 
Most Great, until the tiain leached the palace and entcied it 

1 In the II. V. die returns* fiom the h.iitu ; and, “seeing the house lilloil vrilh 
s<> many persons in goodliest altire, m moiled yicaLly Then selling down llie 
naal lately bought, she would have taken oil her veil, but Alaeddin prevented lici 
and wbI,” elf. 

2 The word is popularly denved from Seiai in Persian = .l palace , but il, 
conns from the Span, and Tort. Cenar — to shut up, and should lm wiillen wall 
ihc reduplicated liquid, 

j In the II V. the dlosses and ornaiuenis of Ihc slaves woic purul at ten 
millions (K,uur = a ciorc) of gold coins I have noticed that AJcssei Maico 
“ Miliono' 1 did not Wm\ his high numerals in Arabia, bin that India might easily 
hare taught them to him. 
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accompanied by the tailor’s widow. Now when the Aghas and 
Chamberlains and Army-officers beheld ttyem, all were seized with 
mu prise, notably by seeing the handmaids who each and eveiy would 
lavish the leason of an anchorite. And albeit the royal Chamberlains 
and Officials weie men of family, the sons of Giandees and Emiis, 
yet they could not but especially wondei at the costly dresses of 
the gnls and the platters borne upon theii heads ; nor could they 
gaze at them open-eyed by reason of the exceeding biilliance and 
ladiance. Then the Nabobs went in and repoilcd to the King 
who foithright bade admit them to the presence-chamber, and 
Alaoddin’s mother went in with them. When they stood befoie 
the Sultan, all saluted lum with every sign of respect and woiship, 
and piayed for his gloiy and prosperity; then they set down 
fiom their heads the bowls at Ins feet and having lemoved the 
biocade coveis, rested with anus ciosscd behind them. The Sultan 
wondered with exceeding wondei and was distiaught by the 
beauty of the handmaids and then loveliness which passed ptaise; 
and his wits weie wildeied when he consideied the golden bowls 
biimful of gems which captuied man’s vision, and he was pei- 
plexed at the marvel until he became, like the dumb, unable to 
utter a syllable for the excess of his wonder. Also his sense was 
stupefied the more when he bethought him that within an hour 01 
so all these treasures had been collected. Piesently he commanded 
the slave-giils to enter, with what loads they bore, the dowei of 
the Princess; and, when they had done his bidding Alaeddin’s 
mother came foiward and said to the Sultan, “0 my lord, this be 
not much wherewith to honour the Lady Uadr al-Budur, for that 
she meiiteth these things multiplied times manifold." Hereat the 
Sovran turned to the Minister and asked, “What sayest thou, O 
Wnzu ? is not lie who could pioduce such wealth in a time so bnef, 
is he not, I say, worthy to become the Sultan’s son-in-law and take 
the King’s daughtei to wife ? ’’ Then the Mimstei (although he 
maivelled at these riches even more than did the Sultan), whose 
envy was killing him and growing greater horn by hour, seeing his 
liege loicl satisfied with the moneys and the dower and yet being 
unable to light against fact, made answer, “ ’Tis not woithy of 
hei.” Withal he fell to devising a device against the King that he 
might withhold the Lady Badi al-Budui from Alaeddin, and accord¬ 
ingly he continued, “O my liege, ticasures of the universe all 
of them are not worth a nail-paiing of thy daughtei: indeed, thy 
Highness hath piized these things overmuch in comparison with 

hei.”-And Shahiazad was suipiiscd by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say hei peimitted say. 
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Boil) toftt* It tonu tfic Jibe antr StyM JliW, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sistei mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Bhahia/ad 

replied, "With love and good will.”-It hath leaclwri me, O 

King of the Age, that when the King heard the voids of his 
thaml Wazir, he knew that the speech was prompted by excess of 
envy, so turning to the mother of Alaeiklin he said, “O woman, 
go to’ lh)’ son and tell him that I have accepted of him the dower 
and Stand to my luigain, and that my daughter be his bride and 
he my son-in-law : fmthermoie, bid him at once make ncl of 
presence that I may become familiar with him : he shall set- 
naught from me save all honoui and consideration, and this night 
shall be the beginning of the marriage-festivities. Only, as I said 
to thee, let him come to me, and tairy not.” Thereupon Alaeddm's 
mother returned home with the speed of the storm-winds that she 
might hasten her utmost to congiatulale her son, and she Hew 
with joy at the thought that hei boy was about to become* son-in-law 
to the Sultan. After her departure the King dismissed the Diwan, 
anti enteiing the palace of the Princess, bade them biing the bowls 
and the handmaids before him and beloie hot, that she also 
might inspect them. Hut when the lately Uadi al-budm considered 
the jewels she waved distiaught, and ciied, “Mcscemeth dial in the 
treasuries of the world there be not found one jewel rivalling these 
jewels.” Then she looked at the handmaids, and marvelled at their 
beauty and loveliness, and knew that all this came from her new 
bridegroom who had sent them in her service. So she was 
gladdened, albeit she had been grieved and saddened on account 
of her former husband, the Wa/.ir’s son, and she rejoiced with 
exceeding joy when she gazed upon the damsels and their 
charms, nor was her sire, the Sultan, less pleased and inspirited 
when be saw his daughter relieved of all her mounting and 
melancholy, and bis own vanished at the sight of her enjoyment. 
Then he asked her, “ O my daughter, do these things divert thee ? 
Indeed, I deem that this suitor of thine be more suitable to thee 
than the son of the Wazir; and liglu soon (Inshallah!), O my 
daughter, thou shall have fullei joy with him.” Such was the 
case with the King, but as regards Alacddrn, as soon as he saw 
ills mother entering the house with face laughing for stress of joy 
he rejoiced at the sign of glad tidings and ciied, “To Allah alone 

i Ar.ib, “ K.tih yaslr,” peasant's language. 
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be lauds! Perfected is all 1 desired.” Rejoined his mother, “ Be 
gladdened at my good news, 0 my son, and heaiten thy heart and 
cool tlnne eyes for the winning of thy wish. The Sultan hath 
accepted thine offering, I mean the moneys and the dower of the 
Lady Badr al-Budui, who is now thine affianced bride ; and, this 
vciy night, 0 my child, is your marriage and thy fiisl visit to her; 
foi the King, that he might assrnc me of Ins word, hath pioclaimed 
to the woild thou ait his son-in-law, and pionnsed this night to be 
the night of going in. But he also said to me;—Let thy son come 
hither forthright that I may become familiar with him and receive 
lnm with all honoui and worship. And now here am I, O my son, 
at the end of my laboms; happen whatso may happen the iesl is 
upon thy shouldeis.” Thcicupon Alaeddin arose and kissed his 
mothci's hand and thanked her, enhancing her kindly service; 
then lie left hei, and enteiing his chambci, took the Lamp, and 
nibbed it, when, lo and behold! its Slave appeared, and cried, 
“Adsum, ask whatso thou wantest.” The young man leplied, “’Tis 
my desne that thou Lake me to a Hammdm whose like is not in 
the world. Then fetch me a diess so costly and kingly that no 
loyalty ever owned its fellow.” The Mai id icplied, “I hear and I 
obey,” and cm lied him to Baths such as wcie nevei seen by the 
Kings of the Chosroes, for the building was all of alabastei and 
caindian, and it contained maivcllous hmnings which captmed 
the sight, and the gieat hall 1 was studded with precious stones. 
Not a soul was tlieiein but, when Alaeddin entcied, one of the 
Jaiui in human shape washed him and bathed 2 him to the best of 

his desiic.-And Shahiazad was surprised by the dawn of da) 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Jiaoto lul;cn (t tone tfjr iftoe iOimlreU nnU -ftict JUliffbt, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sistei mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whoieupon Shahra/ad lephed, 

“With love and good will.”-It hath leached me, O King of the 

Age, that Alaeddin, aftei having been washed and bathed, left the 
baths and went into the great hall, wheie he found that his old 
rliess had been removed and leplaced by a suit of the most 
pieeious and pnncely. Then he was seived with sheibets and 


1 Arab. Kill’ah, the apoilytciimn oi undressing loom upon which the vestibule 
of Ihc llaimnani opens. See the plan in Lane’s M. E., chnpt. xvi. The Kai’nh 
is now usually called “ Mnshildi’’^ shipping-room. 

2 Arab. “ Ilatnuiiun-hu "=went through all the opci.ilions of the Il.mimnm, 
sciapmg, kneading, soaping, wiping, and so forth. 
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ambergris’d colYee , 1 and after clunking he arose, and a party 
of black slaves came forwards and dad him m the 
costliest of clothing , then perfumed ancl fumigated him. It is 
known that AUeddin was the son of a tailoi, a panpei, yet now 
would none deem him to be such; nay all would say, “This he 
the greatest that is of the progeny of the Kings: piaisc be to Him 
who changed and who is not changed I ” Tie&cntly came the 
Jinni, and lifting him up, bme him to his home and asked, “ 0 my 
lord, tell me hast thou aught of need?” He answered, “Yes, 
'tis my desire that thou bring me eight and forty Mamelukes, of 
whom two dozen shall forego me and the rest follow me, the 
whole number with their war-chargers and clothing and accoutre¬ 
ments; and all upon them and then steeds must be of naught 
save of highest worth and the costliest, such as may not be 
found in treasuries of the Kings. Then fetch me a stallion 
fit for the tiding of the Chosioes, and let las Hun iliac all thereof 
be of gold crusted with the finest gems 3 : fetch me also eight 
and forty thousand dinois that each white slave may carry a 
thousand gold pieces. 'Tis now my intent to fare to the Sultan, 
so delay thou not, for that without alt these requisites whereof 
I be-spake thee, I may not visit him. Motcovci, set before me a 
dozen slave girls unique in beauty and (light with the most 
magnificent dresses, that they wend with my mother In the royal 
palace ; and let every handmaid be robed m raiment that befiUclh 
Queen’s wearing.” The Slave replied, “ To hcai is to obey,” and 
disappearing for an eye-hvinkling, brought all he was bidden bring, 
and led by hand a stallion whose rival was noi amongst the 
Arabian Arabs," and Us saddle-cloth was of splendid brocade 
gold-inwrought. Thereupon, without stay or delay, Alneddin sent 
for his mother and gave her the garments she should wear 
and committed to her charge the twelve slave-girls Conning hut 
-suite to the palace. Then he sent one of the Mamelukes, whom 
the Jinni had brought, to see i( the Sultan had left the Scviaglio 
or not. The white slave went forth lighter than the lightning 
and returning in like haste, sard, “O my loid, the Sultan awaiteth 

1 For this aphrodisiac see night dl.\ The subject of nphuxtisiacs in the Fisl 
Would fill a small library • almost every medical licatisc etuis in a long disquisition 
upon than. We may briefly divide them into three gicaL classes. ‘ The (nsL is 
the medicinal, which may be cither external or internal. The second is the 
mechanical, ami the third is magical, superstitious and so fintfi. 

2 Tins may sound exaggerated to English eais, hut a petty Indian 1 'iince, such 
as thy ti.ul.wKv, or Rajah of Baroda, would he preceded m slate processions by 
several lul hoises, all whose housings and saddles weie gold sluilded iviih 
diamonds. Tim sight made one’s mouth water. 

3 l.e. the 'Aral, al-’Auba; for which sec vols. i., night mi,, iv. ci exevi. 
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thee’” Hcreat Alaeddin aio&e and rook hoi sc, his Mamelukes 
riding a-van and a-teai of him, and they were such that all must 
cry, “Laud to the Loid who cieated them and clotlied them with 
such beauty and loveliness.” And they scattered gold amongst the 
crowd in fiont of then master, who suipassed them all in comeliness 
and seemhhead nor needst thou ask concerning the sons of the 
Kings,—praise be to the Bountiful, the Eternal ! AH this was of the 
values of the Wondeiful Lamp, 1 which, whoso possessed, him it 
gifted with fairest favout and finest figute, with wealth and with 
wisdom. The folk adorned AlaeddnVs liberality and exceeding 
genciosity, and all weie distraught seeing lus chaims and elegance, 
his gravity and his good manners; they gloiified (he Cieatoi for 
this noble ciealion, they blessed him each and eveiy and, albeit 
they knew huw for the sou of Such-aw-otte, the tathw, yet no mau 
envied him, nay, all owned that he deseived his great good foitune 

-And Shalua/ad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 

Xitohi \u[)rn it tons tlje JTtbc l!)un%vcti nwH £s>iyt»-isccon& Jcli&fjt, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sistei mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whcicupon Shalua/ad replied, 

“With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, 0 King of the 

Age, that the people were bewildered at Alaeddin and his libeiality 
and generosity, and all blessed and prayed for him, high and 
low, as he rode palace-wards with the Mamelukes before and 
behind him, scattering gold upon the heads of the folk. 
Now r the Sultan had assembled the Lords of the land and informing 
them of the promise he had passed to Alaeddin, touching the 
marriage of his daughter, had bidden them await his approach and 
then go forth, one and all, to meet him and greet him. Weieupon 
the Ennis and Wazns, the Chamberlains, the Nabobs and the 
Aimy-officeis, took then stations expecting him at the palace-gate. 
Alaeddin would fain have dismounted at the outer enhance; but 
o.ie of the Nobles, whom the King had deputed foi such duty, 
approached him and said, “O my lord, ’tis the Royal Command 
that thou enter riding thy steed nor dismount except at the Diwan- 
door. 2 ” Then they all forewent him nr a body and conducted him 

1 Arab “xM-Kandil al-'aj'ib" licie its magical \ iitucs arc specified ami remove 
many apparent nn pi pliabilities from the talc, 

2 Tins was ihc highest of honouis At Abyssinian IJarnr even (he Grandees 
were compelled to dismount at the door of the royal “ compound.” See my “ First 
Footsteps in Fast Africa,” p 296 
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to the appointed place, wheie they crowded about him, these to 
hold his stiirup, and those supporting him on eithei side, whilst 
others took him by the hands and helped him dismount; after 
which all the Emiis and Nobles preceded him into the Diwan and 
led him close up to the royal throne, Theicupon the Sultan came 
down forthright horn his seat of estate, and, forbidding him to buss 
the carpet, embraced and kissed and seated him to the light 1 of and 
beside himself, Ataeddin did what.so is suitable, in the case of the 
Kings, of salutation and offering of blessings, and said, “O our lord 
the Sultan, indeed the generosity of thy Highness demanded that 
thou deign vouchsafe to me the hand of thy daughter, the Lady 
Badr al liudur, albeit I undcserve the gieatncss of such gift, 

1 being but the humblest of thy slaves. I piay Allah grant 
thee prosperity and perpetuance, but in very sooth, O King, 
my tongue is helpless to thank thee for the fullness of the 
favour, passing all measuic, which lliou hast bestowed upon me. 
And I hope of thy Highness that thou wilt give me a piece 
of ground fitted foi ,i pavilion which shall bestt thy daughlei, the 
Lady Badr al-Budur.” The Sultan was stiuclc wiLh admit:^ion 
when he saw Alaeddm in his princely suit and looked upon him 
and considered his beauty and loveliness, and noted the Mamelukes 
standing to serve him in then comeliness and sccmhhead ; and still 
lus marvel grew when the mothei of Alaeddm appioached him in 
costly raiment and sumptuous, clad as though she woe a Queen, 
and when he ga/ted upon the twelve handmaids standing befoie 
her with crossed arms and with all worship and icvercncc doing 
her service. He also consideied the eloquence of Alaeddin and 
his delicacy of speech and he was astounded theieat, he and all Ins 
who were ptesent at the levee. Theicupon fire was kindled in the 
Grand Wazii’s heart for envy of Alaeddin until he was like to 
die: and it was woise when the Sultan, aftci hearing the youth’s 
succession of prayers and seeing his high dignity of demeanour, 
respectful withal, and his eloquence and elegance of language, 
clasped him to Ins bosom and kissed him and cried, “Alas, O my 

son, that 1 have not enjoyed thy convcise befoie this day I’’-- 

And Shahia/ad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to 
say her permitted say, 

i " The right hand ” seems to me a European touch in G’allancPs translation, 
Ian chef mtt Aladdin <1 sa droi/e. Amongst Moslems the gieat man sits in the 
Miiislral corner of the Diwan as seen horn the door, so the place of honour is to his 
kfi, 
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JiUoto toljca it bias tfje Jfibe ^iinta-eH anti Siytp-tJwtt JfiJiffjt, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahrazad 

replied, “ With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O 

King of the Age, that when the Sultan beheld Alaeddin after such 
fashion, he rejoiced m him with mighty gieat joy and straightway 
bade the music 1 and the bands strike up, then he arose and, 
taking the youth, led him into the palace where suppei had been 
prepaied and the Eunuchs at once laid the tables. So the Sovran 
sat down and seated his sou-in-law on lus right side and the Warms 
and high oflicials and Loids of the land took places each accoiding to 
his degree, wheieupon the bands played and a mighty fine mairiage- 
feast was dispread in the palace. The King now applied himself 
to making friendship with Alaeddin and conversed with the youth, 
who answered him with all couitesy and eloquence, as though he 
had been bred in the palaces of the kings or he had lived with 
them his daily life. And the more the talk was prolonged between 
them, the moie did the Sultan’s pleasure and delight increase, 
heating his son-in-law’s leadiness of reply and his sweet flow of 
language. But after they had eaten and drunken and the trays 
weie lemoved, the King bade summon the Kazts and witnesses, 
who piescntly attended and knitted the knot and wrote out the 
contiact-writ between Alaeddin and the Lady Badr al-Budur. 
And presently the bridegroom aiose and would have fared foith, 
when his Feithei -in-law withheld him and asked, ‘MVhithei away, 
O my child? The bnde-fetes have begun and the maniage is 
made and the tie is tied and the writ is written." He replied, 
“ O my Lord the King, 'tis my desire to edify, for the Lady Badr 
al-Budm, a pavilion befitting her station and high degree, not can 
I visit her before so doing. But, Inshallah! the building shall be 
finished within the shortest time, by the utmost endeavour of thy 
slave and by the kindly rcgaid of thy Highness; and, although I 
do (yes indeed!) long -to enjoy the society of the Lady Badr al- 
Budui, yet’tis incumbent on me first to serve her and it becometh 
me to set about the work forthright." “Look around thee, O my 
son," replied the Sultan, “for what ground thou deemest suitable 


i Arab. “ MusiKd,” classically “ Miisikf ”=MowriKj): the Pers form is 
“ Musikih ” ; anti the Arab, equivalent is Al-Labn. In the II. V the King “ made 
a signal and straightway drums ( ilhol ) and trumpets/” tmflr) and all manner wedding 
instruments struck up on every side." 
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to thy design and do thou take all things into thy hands; but I 
deem’ the best for thee will be yonder bioad plain facing my 
palace; and, if it please thee, build thy pavilion thereupon." “And 
this,” answered Alaeddin, "is the sum of my wishes that I may be 
nearhand to thy Highness” So saying he faiewcHed the King 
and took horse, with his Mamelukes riding befoic him and behind 
him, and all the wodd biased him and cued, “By Allah, he is 
de-erving,” until such time as he reached his home. Then be 
alighted fiom his stallion and lepaiimg to his thambei, nibbed the 
Lamp and behold, the Slave stood befoiu him and said, “ Ask, O 
my loid, whatso thou w.miest”, and Alaeddin rejoined, “I icquuc 
thee of a service guivc and important which thou must do for mo, 
and ’tis that thou build me with all uigency a pavtliuii fronting the 
palace of the Sultan , and it must be a marvel, for it shall be 
provided with evciy lequisile, such as loyal furniture and so foitb.” 

The Slave replied, “To heat is to obey.”-And Shahra/ad was 

sui prised by the dawn of day and ceased to say her peimitied say. 

jUniu tofjm It tuna tfjc JTtUc jjimUvci) anfc ss’ijdp.fnitvty Jdibbt, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahia/ad 

replied, “With love and good will.”-It hath leached me, 0 King 

of the Age, that the Slave evanished and, bcloie the next dawn 
brake, returned to Alaecldm and said, “ O my lord, the pavilion is 
finished to the fullest of thy fancy, and, if thou wouldst inspect it, 
arise foUhriglit and fate with me. 1 ' Accoidingly, he lose up and 
the Slave euried him in the space of an eye-glance to the pavil¬ 
ion which, when Alaeddin looked upon it, stiuck him with 
sui prise at such building, all its stones being of jasper and ala- 
baster, Sumukf ‘-marble and mosaic-vvoik. Then the Slave led 
him into the tieasuiy, which was full of all manner of gukl and 
silver and costl) gems, not to be counted 01 computed, piicecl or 
estimated. Thence to another place, wheie Alaeddin saw nil 
lequisites for the table, plates and dishes, spoons and ladles, 
basins and covets, cups and tosses, the whole of precious metal : 
thence to the kitchen, where they found the kitchener provided 
voth then need-, and cooking battenes, likewise golden and silvern, 


i Arah “ Manw.o Sum.iki ” = porphyry of which ancient Kyynt supplied the 
finest specimen*. I found a vein ol it m dm Anli-I.ilmius Sluuige t-i s .iy, the 
({iiairKi winch pio.luc.etI llic ku-famed gtalie .uUico, veid'autuo {supm.ime Hint - 
Hone) ml iosso «\ticu (nudity a pmphyry) worked by the old NiloUs, .no now 
unknown lo us 
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thence to a waiehouse piled up with chests full-packed of lojal 
laiment, stufis that captured the leason, such as gold-wrought 
brocades fiom India and China and kimeobs 1 2 oi oifiayed cloths; 
thence to many apaitments replete with appointments which 
beggar description ; thence to the stables containing comseis whose 
like was not to be met with amongst the kings of the universe ; 
and, lastly, they v\ ent to the harness-rooms all hung with housings, 
costly saddles, and other furniture, eveiywheie studded with peails 
and precious stones. And all this was the work of one night. 
Alaeddin was wonder-struck and astounded by that magnificent 
display of wealth which not even the mightiest monarch on earth 
coukl pioduce; and moic so to see his pavilion fully piovided with 
eunuchs and handmaids whose beauty would seduce a saint. Yet 
the prime marvel of the pavilion was an upper kiosque or belve¬ 
dere of four-and-twenty windows all made of emeralds and lubies 
and other gems 3 ; and one window remained unfinished at the 
requirement of Alaeddin that the Sultan might prove him impo¬ 
tent to complete it. When the youth had inspected the whole 
edifice he was pleased and gladdened exceedingly: then, turning 
to the Slave he said, “ I lcqune of thee still one thing which is yet 
wanting and whereof I had forgotten to tell thee.” “Ask, 0 my 
loid, thy want,” quoth the Servitor; and quoth the other, “I demand 
of thee a carpet of the primest brocade all gold in-wrought which, 
when unrolled and outstretched, si will extend hence to the Sultan’s 
palace in ouler that the Lady Badr al-Budur may, when coining 
hither, pace upon it 3 and not tread common earth.” The Slave 
departed for a short while and said on his return, “O my lord, verily 
that which thou demandest is heie.” Then he took him and showed 
him a carpet which bewildered the wits, and it extended from palace 
to pa.wh.QW and after this the Servitor bore off Alaeddin and set him. 

down in his own home.-And Shahrazad was surprised by the 

dawn of day and ceased to say hei permitted say 


1 7. e. velvets with gold embroidery • sec night tlcccdv. 

2 The Arabic says, “There was a kiosque with Com-and-tv. only alcoves {LI wan, 
for winch see nights cchiii. and dcckvni,, all bmlded of emerald, etc., and one 
remained with the kiosque (kushk) unfinished ” I adopt Galland’s reading, salon 
0 vingt-qnahe ooisjcs winch me mentioned in the Aral), text towards the end of 
the tale, and thus avoid the confusion between kiosque and window. In the H. V. 
there is a domed belvudeie (b.tiah-dan-i-gumlu 7 -dar), four-sided, with six doors 
on each fiont (i e. twenty-four), and all studded with diamonds, etc 

3 In Persia this is called “ I’a-andfo,” and must he pieppred for the Shah 
when he deigns to visit a subject. It is always of costly slulTs, and becomes the 
perquisite of the royal attendant. 
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J3oU) tojjrn ft tons djc JTiuc ptmtirctr nnti jaiff&t. 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou be othci than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,’' whcicupon Shabiazad 

implied, “With love and good mil."-It hath leached me, O King 

of the Age, that the Slave, after displaying the caipet to Alaeddin, 
bove him home. Now day was brightening* so the Sultan tosc from 
his sleep and throwing open the casement looked out 1 and espied, 
opposite his palace, a palatial pavilion leady edified. Thcicupon he 
fell to rubbing his eyes and opening them their widest and con¬ 
sidering the scene, and he soon was ceitified that the new edifice 
was mighty fine and grand enough to bewildoi the wits. Moieover, 
with amazement as great he saw the caipet dispicad between palace 
and pavilion : like their loid also the loyal door-keepcis and the 
household, one and all, were dazed and amazed at the spectacle. 
Meanwhile, 1 the Wazir came in and, as he entered, espied the ncivly- 
builded pavilion and the caipet, whereat he also wondeied ; and, 
when he went in to the Sultan the twain fell to talking on this 
marvellous matter with gieat surprise at a sight which districted 
the gazer and attracted the heart. They said finally, “ In very 
truth, of tins pavilion we deem that none of the loyalties could 
build its fellow" ; and the King, turning to the Ministei, asked 
hun, “Hast thou seen now that Alaeddin is woithy to be the 
husband of the Princess my daughtei ? Hast thou looked upon 
and considered this light royal budding, this magnificence of 
opulence, which thought of man can not contain ? ” llul the Wu/.ir 
in his envy of Alaeddin leplied, “0 King of the Age, indeed this 
foundation and this building and this opulence may not be save by 
means of magic nor can any mail m the world, be he the richest in 
goods oi the gieatest m governance, avail to found and finish in a 
single night such edifice as this.” The Sultan lojomed, “I am 
surprised to see \\\ thee how thou dost continually lvuip on evil 
opinion of Alaeddin j but I hold that ’tis caused by tlune envy and 
jealousy. Tliou wast picsent when I gave him the giountl at Ins own 
prayer for a place wheieon he might build a pavilion wheiem to 
lodge my daughtei, and I myself favouied him with a site for 
the same and that loo befoie thy veiy face But however that be, 


1 Here the European hand again appeals* to me : the Sullunns a good Moslem 
should h.ne made Hie Wiizi'l-abUlllon and prayed the da\vn-piayoi.s heroic doing 
an) thing worldly 

2 Arab “l'i ghuzuni z.iliha,” a peculiar plnase ; Gha/n=a c lease, a wrinkle. 
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shall one who could send me as dower loi the Princess such stoie 
of such stones whereof the kings never obtained even a few, shall 

he, I say, be unable to edify an edifice like this ? 11 -And Shahrazad 

was surpnsfd by the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


Jftoto luljeit it lung tlje JTtoc Ibmrtii'et anti fHjrtptftjctir JSiff&t, 

Quoth Dunya/ad. “0 sistei mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shahrazad 

replied, 14 With love and good will"-It bath icached me, O 

King of the Age, that when the Wazir heard the Sultan’s words, 
he knew that his lord loved Alaeddin exceedingly; so his envy and 
malice increased; only, as he could do nothing against the youth, 
he sat silent and impotent to leturn a leply. But Alaeddin seeing 
that it was broad day, and the appointed time had come for his 
repaning to the palace (where his wedding was being ceiebiated 
and the Emirs and Wa/.ns and Grandees weTC gathered together 
about the Sultan to be piesent at the cciemony), arose and rubbed 
the Lamp, and when its Slave appeared and said, "0 my loid, ask 
whalso thou wanlest, for I stand before thee and at thy service,” 
said he, “ I mean forthright to seek the palace, tins day being my 
wedding-festival, and I want thee to supply me with ten thousand 
dinars." The Slave evanished for an eye-twinlding, and returned, 
bringing the moneys, when Alaeddin took horse, with his Mamelukes 
a-van and a-rear, and passed on his way, scattering as he went gold 
pieces upon the lieges until ali were fondly af/ecled towards him 
and his dignity was enhanced. But when he drew neai the palace, 
and the Emits and Aghns and Aimy office is who were standing 
to await him noted his approach, they hastened straightway to the 
King and gave him the tidings thereof, wheieupon the Sultan rose 
and met his son-m-kw and, after embiacmg and kissing him, led 
him, still holding his hand, into Ins own apartment, where he 
sat down and seated him by Ins light side The city was all 
decoiated and music rang thiough rhe palace, and the singers 
sang until the King bade bung the noon-meal, when the 
eunuchs and Mamelukes hastened to spread the tables and trays 
which aie such as aie seived to the kings Then the Sultan and 
Alaeddin and the Loids of the land and the Gian dees of the lealm 
took their seats and ate and drank until they weie satisfied And 
it was a mighty line wedding in city and palace, and the high 
nobles all rejoiced therein and the commons of the kingdom were 
equally gladdened, while the Govcinois of pi evinces and Nabobs 
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of distiicty flocked from far regions to witness Alaeddin’s marriage 
and its pi occasions and festivities. The Sultan also mm veiled in 
Ins mind to look at Alaeddin’s mother 1 and lecall to mind how she 
was wont to visit him in pauper plight, while her son could command 
all this opulence and magnificence. And when the spcctatois, who 
crowded the royal palace to enjoy the wedding-feasts, looked upon 
Alaeddin’s pavilion and the beauties of the building, they wete 
seized with an immense sin prise that so vast an edi/ice as this could 
he reared on high during a single night , and they blessed the youth 
and cried, “Allah gladden him 1 By Allah, he dcseiveth all this 1 

Allah bless his days!”-And Shahra/ad was smpiised by the dawn 

of clay and ceased to say her permitted say. 

B otu it latia tljc five fyuntiveti «m& ^iftij-.Gdicntlj Jfotgbt, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “0 sister mine, an thou be olhei than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahra/ad lephed, 

“With love and good will”-It hath leached me, 0 King of the 

Age, that when dinner was done, Alaeddin lose, and farowelling 
the Sultan, took horse with his Mamelukes and lode to his own 
pavilion, that he might ptepaie to leceive therein his biide, the 
Lady Badr al-I!udur. And as he passed, all the folk shouted 
their good wishes with one voice and their wotds weie, “Allah 
gladden thee 1 Allah mcicasc thy gloiy ! Allah giant tbcc length 
of life'” while immense ciowds of people gatheied to swell the 
marriage procession and they conducted him to his new home, he 
showering gold upon them timing the whole time. When lie 
reached his pavilion, he dismounted and walked in and sat him 
down on the dm on, whilst his Mamelukes stood bcfoie him with 
aim.*. folded ; also a'ftei a shoit delay they bought him sheibets 
and when these weie diunk, he oicleicd his white slaves and hand¬ 
maids and eunuchs and all who wore in the pavilion to make icady 
for meeting the Lady Uadi al-Buduu Mm cover, as soon as 
mid-afternoon came and the an had cooled and the gieat heat 
of the sun was abated, the Sultan bade his Aimy-ofliceis and 
Emus and Wa/hs go down into the Maydan-plain 3 whilhci he 

1 In the II V die King mm veiled to sec Alaeddin’s mother without hei 
val and Tnngnirice-iiUy adorned with costly jewels, and said in Ins limit), ' JIc- 
thouyhl -.he was a grey-haned crone, but I find her still m ilie piime of life and 
comi-l) to look ujh.ii, somewhat aftu the fashion of IJadr al-Iiiuhii This also 
was one of the mu.iclo-, or the Lamp, 

2 l or this w oul sec nights iv and dccKi. A Joe Millci is told in Western 
India of an old fienerat Olncet boasting lws knowledge of Hiiulostniii “ IIow do 
yon say, Tell a plain story, Geilci.il ?” asked ono of the hearers, and the answer 
was, “ M.i)diin-ki hat holo “ speak a word about the plain” (oi level space). 
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likewise lode And Alaeddm also took hoise with his Mamelukes, 
he mounting a stallion whose like was not among the steeds of the 
Aiab al-Aiabd, 1 2 and he showed his horsemanship in the hippodiome 
and so played with the Jail'd 11 that none could withstand him, while 
his bride sat gazing upon him fiom the latticed balcony of hei bower 
and, seeing in him such beauty and cavalahce, she fell headlong in love 
of him and was like to fly foi joy And after they had ringed their 
hoiscs on the Maydan and each had displayed whatso he could of 
horsemanship, Alaeddm proving himself the best man of all, they 
inde in a body to the Sultan’s palace and the youth also returned to 
his own pavilion. But when it was evening, the Wnzirs and Nobles 
took the bridegroom and, hilling in, escorted him to the royal 
Ham mam (known as the Sultam), when he was bathed and per¬ 
fumed As soon as he came out he donned a dress moie magnificent 
than the former and took hoise with the Ennis and the soldiei- 
officeis liding before him and forming a grand coitege, wherein loui 
of the Wazirs bore naked swoids round about him. 3 All the citizens 
and the strangers and the tioops marched before him in oidercd 
throng canying wavcandles and ketde-diums and pipes and other 
instruments of ninth and merriment, until they conducted him to his 
pavilion. Here ho alighted, and walking in, took Ins scat and seated 
the "Wazirs and Emirs who had escorted him, and the Mamelukes 
brought sherbets ancl sugaied drinks, which they also passed to the 
people who had followed m his train. It was a world of folk whose 
tale might not be told; withal Alaeddm bade lus Mamelukes stand 

without the pavilion-doors and showei gold upon the ciowd.- 

And Shahrazad was suiprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say 
hei permitted say. 

Boh) to&cn it tone tfjc $the IjinrtnclJ nntr S'it'fustigjjtf) Biffbt, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou he other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales, v whereupon Shahrazad 

leplied, “With love and good will”-It hath leached me, O 

King of the Age, that when the Sultan i etui nod fiom the Maydan- 
plain to In'; palace he oidcred the household, men as well as 
women, stiaightway to foim a cavalcade foi his daughter, with all 
ceiemony, and bear hei to hei biicltgioom’s pavilion. So the 
nobles and soldiei-officeis, who had followed and escorted the 

1 The prclmtonc Aiahs. see ante, p 96 

2 l’opvilmly, Jciicl, tlie palm-frond u«wl as jarehn • sec night dexxv 

3 In order to keep off the evil eye, one of the functions of iron and steel: see 
vol. 11., night cxvni. 
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bridegroom, at once mounted, and the handmaids and eunuchs 
went forth with wax-candles and made a mighty fine procession for 
the Lady Cadi al-Budur, and they paced on preceding her till 
they entered the pavilion of Alaeddin, whose mothei walked beside 
the bride. In front of the Princess also fared the wives of the 
Wazirs and Emirs, Grandees, and Notables, and in attendance, on 
her weie the eight and foity slave-girls presented to hei aforetime 
by her biidegroom, each trending *n Jiand a huge cicrge scented 
with camphor and ambergris and set in a candlestick of gem-studded 
gold. And leaching Alaeddin’s pavilion they led her to her 
bower in the upper storey and changed her lobes and enthioned 
her; then, as soon as the displaying was ended, they accompanied 
her to Alaeddin’s apartments, and presently he paid her the fust 
visit. Now his mother was with the biide and, when the bade- 
groom came up and did off her veil, the ancient dame fell to con¬ 
sidering the beauty of the Pnncess and her loveliness, and she 
looked atound at the pavilion, which was all Illicit up by gold and 
gems besides the manifold cnndelabia of piecious metals cnciusted 
with emeralds and jacinths; so she said in hei mind, “Once upon 
a time I thought the Sultan’s palace mighty fine, but this pavilion 
is a thing apart; noi do I deem that any of the greatest Kings oi 
Chosioes attained in his day to aught like thereof; also am I 
ceitificd that all the woild could not build anything evening it.” 
Nor less did the Lady Uadi al-Budui fall Lo gazing at the pavilion 
and maiveiling foi its magnificence. Then the tables weie spiead 
and they all ate and diank and were gladdened; aflei which 
fourscore damsels came befoie them, each holding in hand an 
instrument of ninth and merriment, then they deftly moved then 
finger-tips and touched the strings smiting them into song, most 
musical, most melancholy, till they rent the heails uf the heaven,. 
Hcreat the Princess incieased m maivel and quoth she to hciself, 
“ In all my life ne’ei heard I songs like these, 1 " till she foisoolc 
food, the better to listen. And at last Alaeddin pouied out foi hei 
wine and passed it to her with his own hand, so great joy and 
jubilee went lound amongst them and it was a notable night, such 
an one as Iskandai, Loid of the Two Homs, 9 had never spent in 
lus time When they had finished eating and clunking and 

i The II. V nihls, “ Lillie ilid the Piincess know that the singeis weie failles 
whom the SUse of the Lamp hail brought lugethei.” 

fi 2 Alexander the Great. see night cccckiv. and Conclusion The II. V. adds, 

' Then only one man and one woman danced together, one with olhu, till nml- 
nighi, when Alaeddin and the Piinccxs stood up , foi it was the wont of China in 
thu-i. d.Ui, that bride ami Uridegiooni perfoim logalici m niexence of the wedding 
company, ” 
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the tables weie removed from befoie them, Alaeddin arose and 
went in to his biide. 1 As soon as morning m or rowed he left his 
bed and the treasuier brought him a costly suit and a mighty fine, 
of the most sumptuous robes worn by the kings Then, after 
drinking coffee flavouied with ambeigris, he ordered the horses be 
saddled and mounting with his Mamelukes before and behind him, 
rode to the Sultan’s palace, and on his entering its court the eunuchs 

went in and jeported Ids coming to their loick-.And Sbahrn/ad 

was suipnsed by the dawn of day and ceased to say hei pet nutted 
say. 


J12o\u toljeii it uiiic tfje ifiDc fyuirtt'rt nni 

Quoth Dunynzad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupoo Sliahiazad leplied, 

“With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, that when the Sultan heaid of Alaeddin’s appioacli, he rose 
up forthiight to receive him, and embraced and kissed him as though 
he were his own son : then, seating him on his right, he blessed and 
played for him, as did the Wazirs and Emirs, the Lords of the land 
and the Grandees of the lealm. Picsently, the King commanded 
bring the moimng-meal, which the attendants served up and all 
broke then fast togethei, and when they had eaten and drunken 
their sufficiency and the tables weie removed by the eunuchs, 
Alaeddin turned to the Sultan and said, “O my loid, would thy 
Highness deign honour me this day at dinner, in the house of the 
Lady Dadr al-Budiu thy beloved daughter, and come accompanied 
by all thy Ministers and Giandees of the reign ? ” The King 
leplied (and he was delighted with his son-in-law), “Thou art 
surpassing in liberality, O my son!” Then he gave ordeis to all 
invited and lode forthwith them (Alaeddin also riding beside him) till 
they leached the pavilion, and as he enteied it and considered its con- 
sli action, Us architecture and its stoneiy, all jaspei and camelian, his 
sight was dazed and his wits weie amazed at such giandeui and mag¬ 
nificence of opulence Then turning to the Minister he thus addiessed 
him, ,c What sayest thou ? Tell me hast thou seen in all thy time 


I The exceptional lcsei vc of this and olliei descriptions makes M. If. Zoten 
berg suspect that the lale was wiiltcn for one of the Mameluke Princesses : I own 
to its modesty, but I doubt that such viilue would have recommended it to the 
dailies in question. The II V. adds a few details.—"Then, when Llie biide and 
biidegrooin had glanced and gazed each at olhei’s face, the Princess rejoiced with 
excessive joy to behold Ins comeliness, and he exclaimed, in the couitcsy of hi-, 
gladness, ‘ O happy me, whom thou dcignest, O Queen of the Pair, to honour, 
despite mine unwoilh, seeing that in thcc all charms and giaces aie peifccted ’ ” 
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aught like this amongst the mightiest of eailh’s monaichs for the 
abundance of gold and gems we aie now beholding? 1 2 ' The Grand 
Wazir replied, “O ray lord the King, this be a feat which cannot 
be accomplished by might of monarch amongst Adam's sons 1 , not 
could the collected peoples of die universal world build a palace like 
unto this, nay, even builders could not be found to make might 
resembling it, save (as I said to thy I-Tighness) by fbice of sweety" 
These woids ceitificd the King that his Ministei spake not except 
in envy and jealousy of Alaedchn, and would stablish in the royal 
mind that all tins splendour was not made of man but by means of 
magic and with the aid of the Black Ait. So quoth he to him, 
“Suffice thee so much, O Wazir: thou hast none other word to 
speak and well I know what cause urgeth thee to say this say." 
Then Alaedchn pieceded the Sultan till he conducted him to the 
uppei Kiosque wheie he saw its skylights, windows, and latticed 
casements and jalousies wholly made of emeralds and rubies and 
other costly gems, whereat his mind was perplexed and his wits 
were bewildered and his thoughts were distraught. Presently he 
took to strolling round the Ktosque and solacing himself with these 
sights which captured the vision, till he chanced to cast a glance at 
the window which Alaeddin by design had left unwi ought and not 
finished like the lest; and, when he noted its lack of completion 
he cried, “ Woe and well-away foi thee, 0 window, because of thine 
imperfection 3 ’’ \ and, turning to his Minister he asked, “ Knowcst 
ihou the reason of leaving incomplete this window and its frame¬ 
work ?"-And Shahrazad was sui prised by the dawn of day and 

teased to say her permitted say. 


Boto lujjcn d tuatf tl)t Jibe fhinijictj nub Srtoaitttfy JEHgftt, 

Quoth Lhmyazad, u O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell ub some of thy pleasant talcs," wheieupon Shahrazad icplied, 

“With love and good will.”-It hath icachcd me, O King of the 

Age, that the AVadr said to the Sultan, “O my lot cl, I conceive that 
the want of finish m this window lesuheth fiom thy Highness 


1 The turn has not escaped liJicnle amongst Moslems, A common fellow 
basing stowl in Jus way, the famous wit AM at-’Ayna asked, "Whut is Hull?” 
“ A man of the Sons of AiLun,” was Die leply. ■ • Wolcome, welcome,” aicd Hie 
other, “ Allah grant thee length of days l I deemed that all lus sons woe dead.” 
See Ibn KhaHik.ni, iii. 57, 

2 1 his address to an inanimate object (here a window) is highly idiomatic 
mvA muat be cultivated by lhe practical Aiabist In the II, V. the; nnliimhod part 

is the four and-twentuAh door of the fictitious (ja'.ili) palace. 
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having pushed on Alaeddin’s mairiage, and he lacked the leisure to 
complete it." Now at that time, Alaeddm had gone in to his bude, 
the Lady Uadi al-Budui, to inform hei of hei fathei’s presence , and, 
when he returned, the King asked him, “O my son, what is the 
reason why this window of this Kiosque was not made pcifect?” 
" 0 King of the Age, seeing the suddenness of my wedding, 5 ’ 
answeied he, “I failed to find attests foi finishing it.” Quoth the 
Sultan, ‘‘I have a mind to complete it myself” ; and quoth Alaeddm, 
“ Allah perpetuate thy glory, O thou the King ; so shall thy memory 
enduie m thy daughters pavilion.” The Sultan forthiiglit bade 
summon jeuelleis and goldsmiths and ordeied them be supplied 
from the treasury with all their needs of gold and gems and noble 
ores; and when they were gatheied together lie commanded them 
to complete (he work still wanting m the Kiosque-window. Mean¬ 
while, the Pnncess came forth to meet her sire the Sultan, who 
noticed, as she diew neai, her smiling face; so he embraced her 
and kissed her, then led her to the pavilion and all entered in a 
body Now this was the time of the noon-day meal and one table 
had been spiead for the Sovran, his daughter and his son-in-law, 
and a second for the Wazirs, the Lords of the land, lire Grandees 
of the lealm, the Chief Officers of the host, the Chamberlains and 
the Nabobs. The King took seat between the Princess and hei 
husband ; and, when he put forth his hand to the food and tasted 
it, he was shuck with surprise by the flavour of the dishes and then 
savomy and sumptuous cooking. Moieover, theie stood befoie him 
the fourscoie damsels each and eveiy saying to the full moon, 
“ Kise, that I may seat myself in thy stead 1 All held instruments 
of mirth and meniment, and they tuned the same and deftly moved 
their fingei-tips and smote the strings into song, most musical, most 
melodious, which expanded the mourner’s heart. Hereby the 
Sultan was gladdened and time was good to him and foi high 
enjoyment he exclaimed, “ In very sooth the thing is beyond the 
compass of King and Kaysai ” Then they fell to eating and 
drinking, and the cup went mund until they had dmnken enough, 
when sweetmeats and fiuits of soits and other such edibles were 
seived, the dessett being laid out in a different salon w'hilhei they 
removed and enjoyed of these plensuies their sufficiency’. Piescnlly 
the Sultan aiose that he might see if the pioduce of his jewellers 
and goldsmiths favomed that of the pavilion; so he went upstairs 
to them and inspected then w’odc and how they had wiought; but 


1 Tlii«) i^> true Onentalism, a person! Real ion or incarnation which (jalland did 
not think propel to ti. instate 
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he noted a mighty great difference, and his men were fm from being 

able to make anything like the test of Alaeddin's pavilion.-And 

Shahrazad was suipnsed by the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say 


tflolu lufjen it tunc tlje JFiUc IjytmtrvcU anti ftctoenfjfcErirt 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahrazad 

replied, “With love and good will.”-It hath leached me, 0 

King of the Age, that after the King had inspected the work of 
his jewellers and goldsmiths, they informed him how all the gems 
stored m the Lesser Tieasuiy had been biought to them and used 
by them but that the whole had proved insufficient; whcrcfoi lie 
bade open the Greater Treasury and gave the workmen all they 
wanted of him. Moieover, he allowed them, an it sufficed not, to 
take the jewels wherewith Alaeddin had gifted him. They canied 
off the whole and pushed on their labours but they found the gems 
fail them, albeit had they not yet finished half the part wanting to 
the Kiosquc-window. Herewith the King commanded them to 
seize all the piecious stones owned by the Warns and Giandees of 
the realm j but, although they did his bidding, the supply still fell 
short oF their requirements. Next morning Alaeddin aiose to look 
at the. jewellers’ work and remarked that they had not finished a 
moiety of wh:it was wanting to the Kiosque-window : so he at once 
ordered them to undo all they hacl done and restore the jewels to 
their on nets Accordingly, they pulled out the piecious stones 
and sent the Sultan's to the Sultan and the Wa/iis’ to the Worths. 
Then the jewellers went to the King and told him of what 
Alaeddin had bidden; so he asked them, “What said he to you, 
and what was Ins reason, and wheiefoie was he not content that the 
window be finished, and why did he undo the woik yc wrought?" 
They an&weied, “O our loid, we know not at all, but he bade us 
deface whatso we had done.” Hereupon the Sultan at once called 
for his horse, and mounting, took the way pavihon-waids, when 
Alaeddin, after dismissing the goldsmiths and jewellers had lelired 
into his closet and had nibbed the Lamp. ITeicat straightway its 
Servitor appeared to him and said, “Ask whatso thou wantest. 
thy Slave is between thy hands”; and said Alaeddin, “'Tis my 
desire that thou finish the window which was left unfinished.” The 
Mand replied, “ On my head be it and also upon mine eyes 1 ” then 
he vanished and after a little while returned saying, “ O my lord. 
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•verily that thou commandest me do is completed " So Alaeddin 
went upstairs to the ICiosque and found the whole window in 
wholly finished state ; and, whilst he was still considering it, behold, 
a castrato came in to him and said, “ O my lord, the Sultan hath 
ridden foith to visit thee and is passing through the pavihon-gate.” 

So Alaeddin at once went down and received his father-in-law.- 

And Shahrazad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say 
hei permitted say. 

iiloto tuljrn ft mo tT)e iFfuc IJjtmtivcU nntr gicurntp-oc conti 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an be thou other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahra/nd replied, 

'MVith love and good will.”-It hath leached me, O King of the 

Age, that the Sultan, on sighting his son-in-law, cried to him, 
“Wherefore, O my child, hast thou wrought on this wise and 
sufferedst not the jewelleis to complete the ICiosque-window, leaving 
in the pavilion an unfinished place?” Alaeddin replied, “ O King 
of the Age, I left it not imperfect, save for a design of mine own; 
noi was I incapable of perfecting it, nor could I purpose that 
thy Highness should honour me with visiting a pavilion wherein 
was aught of deficiency. And, that thou mayest know I am 
not unable to make it peifect, let thy Highness deign walk 
upstaiis with me and see if anything remain to be done therewith 
or not.” So the Sultan went up with him, and, entering the 
Kioscjue, fell to looking light and left, but he saw no default at all 
in any of the windows: nay, he noted that all were peifect. So he 
mat veiled at the sight, and embraced Alaeddin and kissed him, 
saying, “O my son, what be this singular feat? Thou canst work 
in a single night what in months the jewelleis could not do. By 
Allah, I deem thou hast nor brother nor rival m this world.” 
Quoth Alaeddin, “Allah prolong thy life and preserve thee to 
perpetuity 1 Thy slave deserveth not this encomium.” And quoth 
die King, “By Allah, 0 my child, thou meritest all praise for a 
feat whereof all the artists of the world were incapable” Then 
the Sultan came down and entered the apartments of his daughter, 
the Lady Back al-Budui, to take rest beside her, and he saw her 
joyous exceedingly at the glory and grandeur wherein she was; 
then, after reposing awhile, lie leturned to his palace. Now 
Alaeddin was wont every clay to thread the city-streets with his 
Mamelukes udmg a-van and a-ieai of him, showering rightwards 
and leftwards gold upon the folk; and all the world, stranger and 
neighbour far and near, were fulfilled of his love for the excess of 
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his liberality and generosity. Moreover, he increased the pensions of , 
[he poor Religious and the paupers, and he would distribute alms 
to them with lus own hand; by which good deed he won high 
lenown throughout the lealm, and most of the Louis of the land 
and Enins would eat at his table ; and men swore not at all save 
by his piccrous life. Not did he leave fating to the chase and the 
Maydan-plain and the tiding of homos and playing at javelin- 
play 1 in presence of the Sultan; and, whenever the Lady Lath 
al-Budur beheld him disporting himself on the backs of steeds, 
she loved him much the mote, and thought to hoi .self that 
Allah had wrought het abundant good by causing to happen 
whatso happened with the son of the Wn/ii and by piesei ving 

her viigmitv intact for her tiue bndogioom, Alaeddin-Ami 

Shahnuad was sutprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say 

Btau tojpn it was tbt Liuc lyimUvclJ anti ^chcntn (but) 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sister mine, an thou lie othoi than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," wheteupon .Shahnmd 

replied, “With love and good will,"-It hath icached me, O 

King of the Age, that Alaeddin won foi himself day by day a 
fairer fame and a raiei report, while affection foi him mo cased 
in the hearts of all the lieges and he waxed gi eater in the eyes ol 
men. Moieover, it chanced that in those days ccitnin enemies took 
horse and attacked the Sultan, who aimed and accoutted an 
army to repel them and made Alaeddin commando! Ihcieof. So 
he marched with his men nor ceased marching until he diew neat 
the foe whose foiccs weic exceeding many; and, piesei illy, when 
the action began, he bated his brand and charged home upon the 
enemy. Then battle and daughter befell and violent was the hmly- 
burly, but at last Alaeddin btoke the hostile host and pul all to 
flight, slaying the best pait of them and pillaging then com and 
cattle, property and processions, and he despoiled them ol spoils 
that could not he counted nor computed Then he 1 etui nod 
victorious nftei a noble victory and enteied the capital which had 
decorated herself in lus honour, of her delight m him ; and the 
Sultan went forth to meet lnm and giving him joy embiaojd him 
and kissed him, and thioughout the kingdom was held high festival 
with great joy and gladness. Presently, the Soviau and his son* 


i Aral'. “LVib nl-And. 1 t)", die Jatlei woid is Innu the l' “NaiU)”= 
brandisliiitgor tin owing llic j.uclui 
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in-law repaired to the pavilion where the> weie met by the Princess 
Badr al-Budur, who rejoiced in her husband and, after kissing him 
between the eyes, led him to her apartments. After a time the 
Sultan also came and they sat down while the slave-girls bi ought 
them sheibets and confections which they ate and drank. Then 
the Sultan commanded that the whole kingdom be decorated for the 
triumph of his son-in-law and his victoiy over the invader; and 
the subjects and soldiery and all the people knew only Allah in 
heaven and Alaeddin on earth; for that their love, won by his 
liberality, was increased by his noble horsemanship and his suc¬ 
cessful battling for the country and putting to flight the foe. Such, 
then, was the high fortune of Alaeddin; but as regards the 
Magluabi, the Magician, after returning to his native country, he 
passed all this space of time in bewailing what he had borne of 
toil and tiavail to win the Lamp, and mostly that his trouble had 
gone vain and that the morsel when almost touching his lips had 
flown from his grasp. He pondered all this and mourned and 
reviled Alaeddin for the excess of his lage against him and at times 
he would exclaim, “For this bnstaid's death underground I am 
well satisfied and hope only that some time 01 other I may obtain 
the Lamp, seeing how ’tis yet safe.” Now one day of the days he 
shuck a table of sand and dotted down the figmes and carefully 
consideied their consequence; then he transfeired them to papei 
that lie might study them and make sure of Alaeddin’s destruction 
and the safety of the Lamp pieseived beneath the caith. Presently, 
lie firmly stabhshed the sequence of the figures, motheis as well as 
daughters, 1 but still he saw not the Lamp. Thereupon rage over- 
lode him and he made another tnal to be nssuied of Alaeddin’s 
death , but he saw him not in the Enchanted Treasure. Hereat 
his wrath still grew, and it waxed greater when he ascertained that 
the youth had issued from underground and was now upon earth's 
surface alue and aleit. Fuithermoie, that he had become owner of 
the Lamp, for which he had himself endured such toil and tiavail 
and troubles as man may not bear save for so great an object. 
Accordingly, quoth he to himself, I have suffered sore pains and 
penalties which none else could have endured for the Lamp’s sake 111 
order that other than I may carry it off, and this Accursed hath taken 
it without difficulty. And who knoweth an he wot the virtues of the 
Lamp, than whose owner none in the world should be weallhiei ? ” 


I The “motheis” are the prime figures, the daughters being the secondary. 
For the “’Ilm al-Raml ” = (Sciencc of the sand) our geoniancy, see vol. ni,, night 
ccii. and D I-Icrbelot, sub. v Kami or Kiml. 
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_ _.\ n d Shahrazad was smptised by the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 


j^olu tofjcn it tonti fbt fiMt ^uri&vctJ jmtt gc\jcutp-.fa«utlj 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whei capon Shahia'/ad replied, 

•‘With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O 

King of the Age, that the Maghiabi, the Magician, having 
considered and ascertained that Alneddin had escaped fiom the 
souterram and had gotten the boon of the Lamp, said to himself, 
“There is no help but that I work for his clestiuclion.” He then 
stiuck another gcomantic table and examining the figmes saw 
that the lad had a on for himself unmcnsinable riches and had 
wedded the daughter of his King; so of his envy and jealousy he 
was fued with the flame of wiath; and, rising without let or stay, 
he equipped himself and set forth for China-land, where he amved 
in due season. Now when he had leached the King’s capital 
wherein was Alaeddin, he alighted at one of the Khans; and when 
he had rested from the weariness of wayfaie, he donned Ins dicss 
and went down to wander about the streets, whcie lie never passed 
a group without healing them piate abouL the pavilion and its 
grandeur and vaunt the beauty of Alaeddin and his lovesomcncss, 
lus libeiahty and generosity, his fine manners and Ins good moials. 
Presently he entered ail establishment whetem men weie dunking 
a certain warm beveiage'; and going up to one of those who were 
loud in their lauds he said to him, “0 fair youth, who may be 
the man ye desciibe and commend?” “Appaienlly thou ait a 
foreignei, O man,” answeied the other, “and thou comcst fiom a 
far country; but. even tins gianted, how happencth it Ihou hast 
not heard of the Emir Alaeddin whose lenown, T fancy, hath filled 
the univeisc and whose pavilion, known by report to Tar and near, 
is one of the Wondeis of the Wot Id? IIow, then, never came to 
thine cars aught of this or Lhc name of Alaeddin (whose gloiy and 
enjoyment our Lord increase 1 ) and his fame?" The Mooiman 
replied, “The sum of my wishes is to look upon this pavilion and, 
if thou wouldest do me a favour, prithee guide me thereunto, foi 
I am a foieigner.” The man lcjoined, “To hear is to obey”; and, 
foregoing lino, pointed out Alaeddin’s pavilion, sy hereupon the 
M.uocean fell to considering it and at once undeistood that it was 

l This is fiom Oallancl, whose calamc botuon c/iaiuis evidently means tea. 
It is pri_-,crved in the II. V. 
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the woik of the Lamp. So he cued, “ Ah I Ah ' needs must I dig a 
pit for this Accursed, this son of a snip, who could not earn for 
himself even an evening meal; and, if the Fates abet me, I will 
assuredly destioy his life and send his mothei back to spinning at 
her wheel, e’en as she was wont eievvhiles to do.” So saying, he 
returned to his caravanseiai in a sore state of giief and melancholy 

and regiet bred by his envy and hate of Alaeddin.-And Shahrazad 

was surpiiscd by the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


JRoto tuficii it tunes t&e Julie Ijjimiivcfc nidi Jiihcifot, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahrazad 

leplied, “With love and good will.”-It hath leached me, 0 

King of the Age, that when the Maglunbi, the Magician, reached 
Jus caravanseiai, he took his astiological gear 1 and geomantic table 
to discover where might be the Lamp, and he found that it was 
in the pavilion and not upon Alaeddin’s person. So he rejoiced 
thereat with joy exceeding and exclaimed, “Now indeed ’twill be 
an easy task to take the life of this Accursed and I see my way to 
getting the Lamp.” Then ha went to n. coppersmith and said to 
him, “Do thou make me a set of lamps and take fiom me their full 
piice and more, only I would have thee hasten to finish them.” 
Replied the smith, "Healing and obeying,’^and fell a-uorking to 
keep his woid; and when they weie ready the Moorman paid him 
what piice lie requited; then taking them he carried them to the 
Khan and set them in a basket. Piesently he began wandering 
about the highways and maiket-streets of the capital, crying aloud, 


i i.e , his astiolube, his “ Zij” or (able of the stars, his almanack, etc. For 
a highly fanciful derivation of the “Arstablc” see Ibn Khallik.il) (ni, 580), He 
makes it signify '‘balance or lines (I’ers. ‘Astur’) of the sun,” which is called 
“ Lai),” as in the case of wicked Queen Lab (night ilcclii ). According to 
him the Aslrolabe was suggested to Ptolemy by an anmllaiy sphere which had 
accidentally been flattened by the hoof of Ins beast tins is beginning late in the 
day, ihe instrument was known to the ancient Assyrians. Chudin (Voyages, 
11. 149) carefully describes the Persian variety of— 

"The cunning man higlit Sidrophil * 

(as Will. Lilly was called). “ Amongst other things, he wore at his girdle an aslro¬ 
labe not bigger than the hollow of £i man’s hand, often two to three inches in 
diameter runt looking at a distance like n medal.” These men practised both 
natural astiology = astronomy, as well as judicial astrology which foietells events, 
anti of which Kepler sud that "she, albeit a fool, was the daughtei of a wise 
moLher, to whuau support and life the silly maid was indispensable." Isidore of 
.Seville (A D boo-630) was the first to distinguish between the two brandies, and 
they (loumhed side by side till Newton’s day. Ilcnce the many astrological terms 
in our tongue, eg. consider, contemplate, disaster, jovial, mercurial, saturnine, etc. 
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“Hoi who will exchange old lamps for new lamps 1 ?” But when 
the folk heard him cry on this wise, they dended him and said, 
“Doubtless this man is Jinn-mad, for that he goeth about offeiing 
new for old ”; and a woild followed him and the childicn of the 
quarter caught lum up fiom place to place, laughing at him the 
while, nor did he foibid them or ca\e for their maltreatment And 
he ceased not stioiling about the .streets till he came undei 
Alaeddin’s pavilion, 2 3 wheie lie .shouted with his loudest voice and 
the boys screamed at him, “A madman 1 A madman!” Now 
Destiny had deemed that the Lady Badr al-Budiu be sitting in 
hei Kio&que whence she hcaid one ciying like a ciier, and the 
childien bawling at him; only she undetstood not what was going 
on; so she gave ordeis to one of her slave gills saying," “Go thou 
and see who 'tis that crielh and what be his cry ? " The girl fated 
forth and looked on, when she beheld a man ciying, “ITo ' who will 
exchange old lamps for new lamps?” and the little ones pursuing 
and laughing at him; and as loudly laughed the Princess when this 
strange case was told to her. Now Alaeddin had caiclessly left the 
lamp in his pavilion without hiding it and locking it up in his sliong 
box 4 ; and one of the slave-giils who had scon it said, “O my lady, 
I think to have noticed, m the apartment of my Lord Alaeddin, an old 
lamp •, so let us give it in change for a new lamp to this man, and see 

if his cry be truth or lie."-And Shahra/ad was suipiised by the 

dawn of day and ceased to say ha penmtted say. 

JDcito ui&rit jt ma tfje /tuc jpmmrto airt S'rtientjfcaijrty JftljyR 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sister mine, an thou be olhci Ilian sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheicupon Shalnazad replied, 
“With love and good ■will."-It hath tcached me, O King of 

1 In the H V. “ new brass lamps fui old ones ' who will exchange ? ” So in 
the story of the Fisherman's Son, a Jew who had Ken tucked of ,\ cock oilers to 
give new lings for old rings. See Jonathan's Srott’s excerpts fiom the \Vm lley- 
Monlagire MS , vol vi. pjj. 210-12 This is 011c of the tales which I have translated 
for vol. iv. of the Supplemental Nights. 

2 The II V. adds dial Alaeddin loved to lide out n-liunUiig and had left the 
city for eight days, whereof three had passed bye. 

3 (jall.md makes her say, Hi hot, folk, veiux-tn me dire patmjuoi tu 7 is? 
Thell V lendeis “ Cease, gulclyhcad, why laughest thou?" and the vulgatc, 
“ Well, giggler," said the I’unccss, etc. 

4 Nothing can he more improbable than this detail, but upon such nbnoinisil 
situations almost all stones, even in 0111 most modem ** Society-novels, 1,1 depend, 
and lhe cause is clear—without them thctc would be no story. And the modern 
will, perhaps, suggest that “ the Uuth was withheld foi n higher purpose, for the 
working out of certain ends." In the II. V. Alaeddin, when about to go 
a-lmnting, a hi ays placed the Lamp high up on the cornice with all care lest any 
touch it, 
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“She beheld a man crying, ‘Ho! who will 
exchange old lamps for new lamps ? ' and the 
little ones pursuing and laughing at him.” 
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the Age, that hereupon the Piinccss said to the slave-girl, “Bring 
the old lamp which thou saidst to have seen in thy lord’s apart¬ 
ment.” Now the Lady Badr al-Budur knew naught of the Lamp 
and of the specialities thereof which had raised Alaeddm her 
spouse to such high dcgiee and grandeur; and hei only end and 
aim was to undeistand by experiment the mind of a man who 
would give in exchange the new for the old So the handmaid 
fared foith and went up to Alaeddin’s apaitment and leturned 
with the Lamp to her lady who, like all the others, knew nothing 
of the Maghrabi’s cunning hicks and his crafty device. Then the 
Princess bade an Agha of the eunuchiy go down and barter the 
old Lamp for a new lamp. So he obeyed her bidding and, after 
taking a new lamp fioni the man, he returned and laid it before his 
lady, who, looking at it and seeing that it was Inand-new, fell to 
laughing at the Moorman’s wits. But the Maroccnn, when he held 
the article in hand and recognised it for the Lamp of the Enchanted 
Treasury, 1 at once placed it in his bieast-pocket, and left all the othci 
lamps to the folk who were baiteung of him. Then he went foith 
running till he was clear of the city, when he walked leisuiely over 
the level giounds, and he took patience until night fell on him 
in deseit ground wheie was none othci but himself. Theie he 
brought out the Lamp, when suddenly appeared to him the Marul, 
who said, “Adsum, thy slave between thy hands is come. A.sk 
of me whatso thou wan test.” ,f, Tis my desire,” - the Moorman 
Tephed, “ that thou upraise fiom its present place Alaeddtn’s pavilion 
with its inmates and all that be therein, not foigettmg myself, and set 
it clown upon my own land, Africa. Thou knowest my town, and I 
want the building placed in the gardens hard by it.” Tiie Hand 
slave replied, “Hearkening and obedience. Close thine eyes and 
open thine eyes, whenas thou shalt find thyself, together with the 
pavilion, in thine own country.” This was done, and in an eye¬ 
twinkling the Maioccan and the pavilion, with all therein, were 
transposed to the Afiican land Such, then, was the woik of the 
Maghinbi, the Magician, but now let us return to the Sultan and his 
son -111 law. It was the custom of the King, because of his attachment 
to and his affection foi his daughter, every morning when he had 
shaken off sleep to open the latticed casement and look out therefrom 
that lie might catch sight of hei abode. So that day he aiose and 

did as he was wont.-And Shahrazad was surprised by the dawn of 

clay and ceased to say her permitted say. 

1 The II. "V adds, ** The Magician, when lie saw the Lamp, al once lenew 
that it must be the one lie sought; for he knew that all things, great and small, 
appeiUming to the palace would be golden or silvern.” 
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j^olu to&eit it luiic tije JFiDc ]]) unfcrrtr anH SfyirnhMfrtJfnfo Biff&t, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell ns some of thy pleasant tales," whcieupon Shalnazad 

replied, "With love and good will.”-It hath 1 fetched me, O King 

of the Age, that when the Sultan drew near lhe latticed casemenL 
of his palace and looked out at Alaeddin’s pavilion he saw naught, 
nay, the site was smooth as a well-tiodden highway and like unto 
what it had been afoietime, and he could find 1101 edifice noi 
offices. So astonishment clothed him as with a garment, and his 
wits weie wildered and lie began to mb his eyes, lest they be 
dimmed 01 darkened, and to gaze intently; but at last lie was 
certified that no trace of the pavilion remained nor sign of Us 
being; noi wist he the why and the whcrefoie of its disuppeainnce. 
So his sui prise increased and he smote hand upon hand and Lhe 
tears trickled down his checks over his befud, foi that he knew 
not what had become of his daughtei. Then he sent out officials 
forthright and summoned the Grand Wazir who at once attended, 
and, seeing him in this piteous plight said, •* Paidon, O King of 
the Age, may Allah aveit from thee every ill! Whcrefoie ait thou 
in such sonow?” Exclaimed the Sovian, “Metlunkelh thou 
wottest not ray case ? ” and quoth the Ministei, “ On no wise, 
O our lord: by Allah, I know of it nothing at all.” “Then/' 
resumed the Sultan, “’tis manifest thou hast not looked Lius day 
in the direction of Alaeddin’s pavilion.” “Tine, O my loid,” 
quoth the Wazir, “il must still be locked and fast shut”; and 
quoth the King, “Foiasmuch as thou hast no inkling of aught , 1 
rinse and look out at the window and sec Alucddin’s pavilion 
wheieof thou sayest ’tis locked and fast shut.” The Minister 
obeyed his bidding but could not see anything, 01 pavilion oi othei 
place; so with mind and thoughts soio peiplexed he relumed to 
his liege lord who asked him, “ Hast now learned the icason of my 
distiess and noted yon locked-up palace and fast shut ? ” Answered 
the Wazn, “O King of the Age, eicwhilc I lepiescnled to thy 
Highness that this pavilion and these niatlets be all magical.” 
Heieat the Sultan, filed with wrath, cued, “Wheicbe Alaeddin?” 
and the Ministei lephed, “ITe hath gone a-hunting,” when the 
King commanded without stay 01 delay sundiy of his Aghas and 
Army-officeis to go and bring to him Iris son-in-law chained and 
with pinioned elbo ws. So they faied foilh until they found 

I In tnily Oriental countries the Wnzir is expected Lo know everything, and if 
**« tail m lliis easy duty he m.ty find himself in soic tioubic 
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Alaeddin, when they said to him, “0 our lord Alaeddin, excuse 
u.s nor be thou wroth with us; for the King hath commanded that 
we carry thee befoie him pinioned and fettered, and we hope pardon 
from thee because we are under the loyal orders which we cannot 
gainsay." Alaeddin, bearing these words, was sewed with stnprise 
and not knowing the reason of this remained tongue-tied for a 
tune, after which he turned to them and asked, “O assembly, have 
you naught of knowledge concerning the motive of the royal 
mandate ? Well I wot my soul to be innocent and that I never 
sinned against king or against kingdom.” “ O our loid,” answered 
they, “we have no inkling whatever.” So Alaeddin alighted from 
his horse and said to them, “ Do ye whatso Lhe Sultan bade you 
do, for that the King’s command is upon the head and the eyes. 1 ” 

-And Shahrazad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 

iDoUi tolicii tt tone tt)c line lj)untircTi mill S«\jciitj)=ciffljtl) Bifffit, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shahrazad replied, 

“With love and good will."-It hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, that the Aghas, having bound Alaeddin in bonds and pinioned 
his elbows behind his back, haled him m chains and carried him 
into the city. But when the lieges saw him pinioned and ironed, 
they undeistood that the Sultan purposed to stiike off his head, 
and, forasmuch as he was loved of them exceedingly, all gathered 
together and seized their weapons; then, swarming out of then 
houses, followed the sokliciy to see what was to do. And when the 
tloops arrived with Alaeddin at the palace, they went in and 
infoimed the Sultan of this, whereat he foithright commanded the 
Swoider to cut off the head of his son-in-law. Now as soon as the 
subjects were awaie of this order, they barricaded the gales and 
closed the doors of the palace, and sent a message to the King 
saying, “At this very moment we will level thine abode over the 
heads of all it containeth and over thine own , 2 if the least hurt or 
harm befall Alaeddin." So the Wazii went in and ieported to the 
Sultan, “ O King of the Age, thy commandment is about to seal 
the 10II of out lives , and ’twere more suitable that thou pardon thy 
son-in-law lest there chance to us a sore mischance; for that the 
lieges do love him far more than they love us.” Now the Sworder 

1 i,e must be obeyed. 

2 We see that “ China" was in those days the normal Oriental “ despotism 
tempered by assassination." 
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had already dUpread the carpet of blood and, having seated 
Alaeddm thereon, had bandaged his eyes; moreover, he had walked 
round him three several tinies awaiting the last orders of his lord, 
when the King looked out of the window and saw his subjects, who 
had suddenly attacked him, swarming up the walls intending to tear 
them down. So foitlwigbt he bade the Swordei stay his hand 
from Alaeddm and commanded the criei fare forth to the crowd 
and ay aloud that he had pardoned his son-in-law and leceived him 
back into favour. But when Alaeddm found himself ftee and saw 
the Sultan seated on Ins tlnone, he went up to him and said, “ O my 
loid, inasmuch as thy Highncs* hath Caromed me throughout my 
life, so of thy grace now deign let me know the how and the wherein 
1 have sinned against thee?" "O tiaitor,” cued the King, “unto 
this present I knew not any sin of thine", then, turning to the 
Wnzir lie said, “Take him and make him look out at the window 
and after let him tell us where be his pavilion.” And when the 
royal order was obeyed Alaeddin saw the place level as a well- 
hodden load, even as it had been eve the ba'se of the building was 
laid, nor was theie the faintest twee of edifice. Hcieat he was 
astonished and peiplexed knowing not what had occulted, but, 
when he returned to the presence, the King asked him, “What is 
it thou hast seen? Where is thy pavilion and wlieie is my 
daughtci, the core of my heait, my only child, than whom I have 
none other ? 13 Alaeddm answeted, “0 King of the Age, I wot 
naught thereof nor aught of what hath befallen," and the Sultan 
rejoined, “Thou must know, O Alaeddm, I have pardoned thee 
only that thou go forth and look into this affair and cnquiic foi me 
concerning my daughter, nor do thou evei show thyself in my 
presence except she be with thee, and, if thou bnng her not, by 
the hfe of my head 1 will cut off the head of thee.” The other 
replied, “To hear is to obey only vouchsafe me a delay and lespite 
of some forty days; after which, an I produce hei not, stake off my 

Iiead 1 and do with me whalso thou vvishest."-And Shahrazad 

was surpused by the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 

JiDoUt tufjm if tune tfje JFibe $)tin&ictt nni Js>dJCutj>orfnt!) JQigljf, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sistet mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shahiazad leplied, 

i In the H, V. Alaeddin promises, “if J fail to find and fetch the Princess, 
I will myself cut oft my head and cast it before the throne.” Hindus are adepts in 
suicide ami this self decapitation, which sounds absurd further West, is quite 
possible to them. 
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" With love and good will.”-It hath leached me, O King of the 

Age, that the Sultan said to Alaeddin, “ Verily I have granted thee 
thy request, a delay of foity days, but think not thou canst fly 
from my hand, for I would bring thee back even if thou wert above 
the clouds instead of being only upon eaith’s surface.” Replied 
Alaeddin, '• O my lord the Sultan, as I said to thy Highness, an I 
fail to bung her within the term appointed, I will present myself 
for my head to be stncken off.” How when the folk and the lieges 
all saw Alaeddin at liberty, they rejoiced with joy exceeding and 
weie delighted foi Ins leleasej but the shame of his treatment and 
bashfulness before his friends and the envious exultation of his foes 
had bowed down Alaed din’s head; so he went forth a-wandering 
lluotigh the city ways, and he was peiplexcd concerning his case 
and knew not what had befallen him. Pie hngtued about the 
capital foi two days, in saddest state, wotting not what to do in 
oidei to find his wife and his pavilion, and during this time sundry 
of the folk puvily brought him meat and drink, When the two 
days were done he left the city to stiay about the waste and open 
lands outlying the waits, without a notion as to whither he should 
wend; and lie walked on aimlessly until the path led him beside 
a river where, of the stress of sorrow that oveiwhelmed him, he 
abandoned himself to despair and thought of casting himself into 
the watei. Being, however, a good Moslem who professed the unity 
of the Godhead, he foiled Allah m his soul; and, standing upon 
the ma 1 gin, he piepaicd to pci foi m ihe Wu/fl-ablution But as he 
was baling up the water in his right hand and rubbing his fingers, 1 2 
it so chanced that he also rubbed the Ring. Pleieat its Marid 
appeared and said to him, “ Adsutn' thy thrall between thy hands 
is come: ask of me whatso thou wan test.” Seeing the Marid, 
Alaeddin lejoiced with exceeding joy and cried, 1 “ O Slave, I desne 
of thee that thou bring before me my pavilion and therein my wife, 
the Lady Badr al-Budur, together with all and everything it 
containeth.” “0 my lord,” replied the Maud, “’tis right hard upon 
me that thou demandest a seivice wheicto I may not avail, this 
matter dependeth upon the Slave of the Lamp, nor dare I even 
attempt it.” Alaeddin rejoined, “ Forasmuch as the matter is beyond 

1 In Gallancl Alaeddin unconsciously nibbed the ring against mi petit toe , lo 
which he clung in oider lo prevent falling into the stream In Ihe H. V,, “The 
bank was high and difficult o( descent, and the youth would have rolled down 
headlong had he not struck upon a rock two paces from the bottom and remained 
hanging over the water This mishap was of the happiest, for during his fall he 
struck the stone and rubbed his ung against it,” elc. 

2 In the II. V he said, “ First save me that I fall not into the stream, and 
then tell me where is the pavilion thou Luiltcst lor her and who hath removed it.” 
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thy competence, I roqui.e it not of thee, but at least do thou take 
me up and set me down beside my pavilion in what land soever 
that may be.” The Slave exclaimed, “Heaiing and obeying, O 
my bid," and, uplifting him high in aii, wiLhm the space of 
an eye-glance set him down beside his pavilion in the land of 
Africa, and upon a spot facing his wife’s apartment. Now this was 
at fall* of mght, yet one look enabled him to recognise his home, 
when:by Ins cark and care were cleared away, and he lecoveied bust 
in Allah after cutting off all his hope to look upon his wife 
once more, t hen he fell to pondering the secret and mysterious 
fas outs of the Lord (glorified be His omnipotence!), and how, aftci 
despair had mastered him, the Ring had come to gladden him, and 
how, when all his hopes, were cut off, Allah had deigned bless him 
with’ the seivices of its Slave. So he lejoieed and his melancholy 
left him, then, as lie had passed four clays without sleep for the excess ol 
h»s carle and care and sorrow and stress of thought, he diew near Ins 
pavilion and slept under a tree hard by the building, which (a* we 
mentioned) had been set down amongst the gaidens outlying the city 

of Africa-And Shtihra/ad was surprised by the dawn of day and 

ceased to say hei pel nutted say. 

J3JnUi h?j>ph it iDdff tljc iibc l)imtuetr n»tr (Efabtictlj JJllffJjt, 

Quoth Dunyaxad, “0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
d'o tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahia«ad 

replied, ‘‘With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O King 

of the Age, that Alaeddin lay that night under a tree beside his 
pavilion in all restfulness; but whoso weaieth liead haid by the 
headsman may not sleep o’ nights save wliena-, slumber prevail 
over lum. He slumbered till Morning showed her face and, when 
awakened by the warbling of the small buds, he arose and went 
down to the bank of the liver which flowed thereby into the city; 
and here lie again washed hands and face 1 and aftei finished his 
Wimi-ablution. Then he prayed the dawn-piayer, and when he 
had ended his orisons he returned and sat down undei the windows 
of the Princess’s bower. Now the Lady Bade al-Budui, of her 
exceeding sorrow for severance fiom her husband and her sire the 
Sultan, and for the great mishap which had happened to her from 
- the Maghrabi, the Magician, the Accursed, was wont to use dining 
the murk preceding dawn and to sit in teais inasmuch as she 

l Alluding to the preparatory washing, a incie matter of cleanliness which 
precedes llic formal Wuzi'i-alilution. 
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could not sleep o’ nights, and had forsworn meat and dunk. Her 
favourite slave-girl would enter her chamber at the hour of prayet- 
salutation in order to diess hei; and this time, by decree of 
Destiny, when she threw open the window to let her lady comfoit 
and console herself by looking upon the trees and rills, and she 
herself peered out of the lattice, she caught sight of her master 
sitting below, and infoimed the Princess of this, saying, “O my 
lady ! 0 my lady I lieie’s my Lord Alacddin seated at the foot of 
the wall.” So her mistiess aiose hurriedly and gassing ftom the 
casement saw him; and her husband raising his head saw hm, so 
she saluted him and he saluted hei, both being like to fly for joy. 
Piesently quoth she, “ Up and come in to me by the pm ate 
postern, for now the Accuised is not here”, and she ga\e orders 
to tire slave-girl, who wenl down and opened for him. Then 
Alaeddm passed lluough it and was met by his wife, when they 
embiaced and exchanged kisses with all delight until they wept for 
overjoy. After tins they sat down and Alaeddin said to her, “ O my 
lady, before all things ’tis my desire to ask thee a question. ’Twas 
my wont to place an old coppei lamp in such a part of my pavi¬ 
lion; what became of that same?” When the Princess heard these 
woids she sighed and cued, “0 my dearling, ’twas that very Lamp 
which ganed us fall into this calamity I” Alaeddin asked hei, 
“ How befell the affaii ? ” and she answered by recounting to him 
all that passed, first and last, especially how they had given m 
exchange an old lamp for a new lamp, adding, “And next daj 
we haLdly saw one another at dawn bcfoie we found ourselves 
in this land, and he who deceived us and took the lamp by way 
of bartei infoimed me that he had done the deed by might 
of his magic and by means of the Lamp; that he is a Moorman 

from Afnca, and that wc are now in his native country.”-And 

Shahiazad was suipiized by the dawn of day and ceased to say 
hei permitted say. 

ifttiVii Wljcn it Vo no tlje li'oc £)unlnt'C «m\j ©tgljMvat iftislb 

Quoth Dunyaznd, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahrazad 

replied, “ With love and good will.”-It hath leached me, 0 

King of the Age, that when the Lady Badr al-Budur ceased 
speaking, Alaeddin resumed, “ Tell me the intent of this Accursed 
in thy lespect, also what he sayeth to thee and what be his will of 
thee?” She replied, “Eveiy day he cometh to visit me once and 
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no more: he would woo me to his love and he sueth that I take 
him to spouse in lieu of thee and that I forget thee and be con¬ 
soled for the loss of thee. And he telleth me that the Sultan my 
sire hath cut off my husband's head, adding that thou, the son of 
pauper parents, wast by him enriched. And he sootheth me with 
talk, but he never seelh aught from me save weeping and wailing; 
nor hath he heard from me one sugar-sweet word. 1 2 ” Quoth 
Alaeddm, "Tell me where he hath placed the Lamp an thou 
know anything thereof”; and quoth she, “He beaieth it about on 
Ins body nlway, nor is it possibly that he lea\e it foi a single 
hour; moicoicr, once when he related what I have now recounted 
to thee, he brought it out of his breast-pocket and allowed me to 
look upon it.” When Alaeddin heard these avoids, he joyed with 
i-seceding joy and said, “O my lady, do thou lend ear to me. 
Mis my design to go from thee forthright and to letuin only after 
dotting this my dress; so wonder not when thou see me changed, 
but direct one of thy women to stand by the private postern 
a 1\\ay and, whenever she espy me coming, at once to open And 
now I will devise a device wheicby to slay this damned loon.” 
Herewith he aiose and issuing from the pavilion-door, walked 
till he met on the way a Fellah to whom he said, “ O man, take 
my attire and give my thy gaiments" But the peasant refused, 
so Alaeddin stripped him of his dress perforce 9 and donned it, 
having to the man his own lich geai by way of gift. Then he 
followed the highway leading to the neighbouring city, and enteung 
IE went to die Perfumers’ Bazai, wheie he bought of one some 
rarely potent Bhang, the son of a minute, 8 paying tivo dinars 
for two di.acinus thereof and he returned in disguise by the same 
ioad till lie reached the pavilion. Here the slave-girl opened to 
him the puvotc postern where-thiough he went m to the Lady 

Badr al-Budur.-And Shnhrazad was suipiisod by the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


1 In the II. V. the Princess ends with, “ I hid made this resolve, that should 

he approach me with the design to win his wish perforce, I would destroy my life, 
Ly day and by night I abode in fear of him ; but now at the sight of thee mv heart 
is heartened- 3 

2 The Fellah had a natural fear of being seen in fine gear, which all would 
W supposed Lo be stolen goods. See a similar exchange of dress in Spitta-Bey’s 

Contes Aralies Moderncs, p 91. In Galland the peasant when pressed 
u>,i-ems ; ami m llic II V. Alaeddm persuade-, him by a gift of money. 1 

3 1 e » hich would take effect in the shortest time. 
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Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupon Shahrazad 

replied, “With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O 

King of the Age, that when Alaeddin went in disguised to his wife 
he .said, “Heai me 1 I desne of thee that thou dress and dight 
thyself in thy best and thou cast off all outei show and semblance 
of care; also, when the Accursed, the Maglmbi, shall visit thee, do 
thou icceive him with a ‘Well come and fair welcome/ and meet 
him with smiling face and invite him to come and sup with thee. 
Moreover, let him note that thou hast forgotten Alaeddin thy 
beloved, likewise thy father; and that thou hast learned to love 
him with exceeding love, displaying to him all niannei joy and 
pleasure. Then ask him for wine which must be led, and pledge 
him to his secret in a significant draught; and, when thou hast 
given him two to tluee cups full and hast made him wax careless, 
then drop these drops into his cup and fill it up with wine: no 
sooner shall he diink of it than he will fall upon lus back senseless 
as one dead.” Healing these words, the Pnncess exclaimed, “Tis 
exceedingly sore to me that I do such deed 1 ; withal must I do it 
that we escape the defilement of this Accuised, who tortuied me 
by seveiance from thee and from my siie. Lawful and light theie- 
foie is the slaughtci of this Accuised.” Then Alaeddin ate and 
drank with his wife what hindeied his hungei ; then, using without 
stay or delay, faied forth the pavilion. So the Lady 13adr al- 
Budur summoned the tne-woman, who robed and anayed hei in'hei 
finest raiment and adorned her and pei fumed hei; and, as she 
was thus, behold, the accursed Maghrabi entered. He joyed 
much seeing her in such case and yet more when she confiontcd 
him, contiaiy to hei custom, with a laughing face; and his lo\c- 
longing incieascd and his desiie to enjoy hei. Then she took him 
and, sealing him beside her, said, “O my deailing, do thou (an thou 
he willing) come to me this night and let us sup together. Sufficient 
to me hath been my sorrow foi, were I to sit mourning thiough a 
thousand years 01 even two thousand, Alaeddin would not leturn 
to me from the tomb; and I depend upon thy say of yesterday, to 
wit, that my siie the Sultan slew him in bis stress of sonow for 
severance fiom me Nor wonder thou an I have changed this 

1 T-Ier modesty was startled by the idea of silting at meat with a strange man, 
and allowing lum Lo make love to her. 
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day from what I was yesterday; and the ieason thereof is I have 
determined upon taking thee to friend and playfellow in lieu of 
and succession to Alaeddin, for that now I have none other man 
but thyself. So I hope for thy piesence tins night, that we may 
•aip together and we may carouse and diink somewhat of wine each 
uith other; and especially 'tis my desue that thou cause me taste 
the wine of thy natal soil, the Aft lean land, because belike ’tis 
better than aught of his wine of China we drink. I have with me 
some wine, but ’tis the growth of my coimtiy, and I vehemently wish 

to taste the wine pioduced by thine.”-And Shaluaxad was 

surprised l>v the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


JDolu tufjcit jt tone tf;c Xiuc punlmdi «mU Cjrj'fjtydljiili 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahra/ad replied, 

••With love and goodwill”-It hath leached me, O King of the 

Age, that when the Alaghrabi saw the love lavisht upon him by the 
Lady Uadi al-Budui, and noted her change from the soirowful, 
melancholy woman she was wont to be, he thought that she had 
tut off her hope of Alaeddin, and he joyed exceedingly, and said 
to her, “ I hear and obey, Q my lady, whatso thou wishesl and 
.dl thou biddest I have at home a jar of our country wine, 
whit.li I have carefully kept and stoicd deep in earth foi a space of 
eight years; and I will now fare and fill from it our need and will 
leturn to thee in all haste.” But the lhincess, that she might 
wheedle him the more and yet more, replied, “0 my dailmg, go 
not thou, leaving me alone, but send one of tire eunuchs to fill for 
us thereof and do thou remain sitting beside me, that I may find 
in thee my consolation.” He rejoined, “ O my lady, none rvotteth 
where the jar be buried save myself noi will I tarty from thee ” 
So saying, the lloorman went out and after a short time he brought 
back as much wine as they wanted; whereupon quoth the Princess 
to him, “Thou hast been at pains and liouble to seive me and I 
have suffered for thy sake, 0 my beloved.” Quoth he, “On no 
vise, O eyes of me; I hold myself enhonoured by thy service.” 
Thun the Lady Badr al-Budur sat with him at table, and the twain 
fell to eating, and presently the Piinccss expressed a wish to chink, 
when the handmaid filled her a cup foitliught, and then crowned 
another for the Maioccan. So she diank to his long life and his 
secret uishe-i, and he also drank to her life. Then the Fiincess, who 
was unique in eloquence and delicacy of speech, fell to making a 
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cup-companion of him, and beguiled him by addressing him in the 
sweetest terms full of hidden meaning. Tins was done only that he 
might become more madly enamoured of her, but the Maghrabi 
thought that it resulted from her true inclination for him, nor knew 
that it was a snaie set up to slay him. So his longing fot hei 
incieasecl, and he was dying of love for her when lie saw her address 
him in such tenderness of words and thoughts, and his head began 
to swim and all the world seemed as nothing in his eyes. But when 
they came to the last of the supper, and the wine had mastered 
his brains, and the Princess saw tins in him, she said, “With us 
there be a custom tluoughout our country, but I know not an 
it be the usage of yours or not.” The Moorman replied, 
“And what may that be?” So she said to him, "At the end of 
supper encli lover in turn tnketh the cup of the beloved and 
drinlceth it off”; and at once she crowned one with wine and bade 
the handmaid cairy to him her cup wherein the drink was blended 
with the Bhang. Now she had taught the slave-girl what to do, 
and all the handmaids and eunuchs in the pavilion longed for the 
Sorccicr’s slaughter and in that matter were one with the Princess. 
Accoidingly, the damsel handed him the cup and he, when he 
heard her woids, and saw her drinking from his cup and passing 
hers to him, and noted all that show of love, fancied himself 
Iskandar, Loid of the Two Horns. Then said she to him, the 
while swaying gracefully to either side, and putting hei hand 
within his hand, “O my life, here is thy cup with me and my cup 
with thee, and on this wise 1 do loveis drink fioin each othei’s cups.” 
Then she bussed the brim ancl chained it to the dregs and again 
she kissed its lip and offeicd it to him. Theieat he flew for joy 
and meaning to do the like, raised hei cup to lus mouth and drank 
off the whole contents, without consideimg whether theie was 
theiein aught haimful 01 not. And foithiiglit he rolled upon his 
back in death-like condition and the cup diopped from his grasp, 
whereupon the Lady Bndr al-Budur and the slave-giils van hurriedly 
and opened the pavilion door to their lord Alaeddm who, disguised 

as a Fellah, entcied theiein.-And Shahiazad was surpiised by 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say, 


I In the te\t Kid!, pop. for Ka-sAlikn In the II V. the Magician replies to 
the lioneyed speech of the l’nncess, “ O my lady, we in Africa have not so gracious 
customs as Lhc men of China, This day I have learned of Dice a new courtesy 
which I shall evei keep in mind. * 
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Bom luFifii it tone tic /Hie r)unti'ftf nnlr ©foflife-fatirlfi JRifflit, 

Quoth Dunyazad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahiarad 

replied, “With love and good will.”-It hath icached me, O 

King of the Age, that Alaeddm entering his pavilion, went up 
to the apartment of his wife, whom he found still sitting at table 5 
and facing her lay the Maghiabi as one slaughteied; so he at 
once drew neat to liei and kissed hei and thanked her for this 
Then rejoicing with joy exceeding he turned to her and said, 
“Do thou ruth thy handmaids betake thyself to the innei-iooms 
and leave me alone foi the present that I may take counsel 
touching mine affair." The Princess hesitated not but went away 
at once, she and her women; then Alacddin aiose and, aftei 
locking the door upon them, walked up to the Hoot man and 
put foith his hand to his hi east-pocket and thence drew the 
Lamp; after which lie unsheathed his swoid and slew the villain , 1 
Presently he lubbed the Lamp and the Marid-slave appealed and 
said, “Adsum, 0 my loid, what is it thou wantest?" “I dc-sne 
of thee," saul Alaeddm, “ that thou take up my pavilion from tins 
country and Uftnipoit it to the land of China, and theie set it 
down upon the site vdseie it was, whilome, fronting the pidaee of 
the Sultan" The Maud replied, “Hearing and obeying, O my 
lord” Then Alacddin went and sat down with his wife, and 
throwing his arms mound liet neck kissed hei and she kissed lum, 
and they sat in converse, what while the Jinni tianspoited Llie 
pavilion and all therein to the place appointed. PiesenLly Alaeddm 
bade the handmaids spread the table befoic him, and he and the 
Lady JJadr al-Budm took seat thereat and fell to eating ami 
drinking, m all joy and gladness, till they had their sufficiency 
when, removing to the chamber of wine and cup-conveise, they 
sat there and caioused in fail companionship and each kissed othei 
with all love-liosse. The time had been long and longsome since 
they enjoyed aught of pleasuie , so they ceased not doing thus 
until the wine-sun arose in their heads and sleep gat hold of them, 
at which time they went to their bed in all ease and comfoit i 
Early on the next niwmng Alaeddm woke and awoke his wife, and 
the slave-girls came in and donned her chess ami piepaied her and 

1 Gallant] iw.il.es the Princess poison the Maghrahi, which is not gallant. The 
II V follows suit and dcswibes the powder as a mortal poison. 

2 Conliast tins modesty with the usual scene of leunzon after seveiance, as 111 
the case of Kumar al-Zaman and immodest Queen Iiuchir, vol. iii., night cewi. 
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adorned her whilst her husband airayed himself in his costliest 
raiment and the twain were leady to fly foi joy at reunion aftet 
patting. Moreover, the Princess was especially joyous and glad¬ 
some because on that day she expected to see her beloved father 
Such was the case of Alacddin and the Lady lladi al-Iludui ; but as 
regards the Sultan, after he drove away his son-in-law he nevei 
ceased to sorrow for the loss of his daughter; and every hour of 
eveiy day he would sit and weep for her as women weep, because 
she was his only child and he had none othei to take to hcait. 
And as he shook off sleep, morning after morning, he would 
hasten to the window and throw it open and peer in the dnection 
where formerly stood Alaeddin’s pavilion and pom foith teals 
until his eyes were diied up and theii lids were ulcered, Now on 
that day he arose at dawn, and accoiding to his custom, looked 
out, when, lo and behold! he saw before him an edifice. So he 
rubbed his eyes and consideicd it cuiiously, when he became 
certified that it was the pavilion of his son-in-law. So he called for a 
hoise 1 without let 01 delay, and as soon as his beast was saddled he 
mounted and made for the place. And Alaeddm, when he saw his 
father-in-law appioaching, went down and met him half way; then, 
taking his hand, aided him to stop upstaiis to the apartment of his 
daughter. And the Puncess, being as earnestly desirous to see her 
sire, descended and greeted him at the clooi of the staircase fronting 
the giound-floor hall. Thereupon the King folded her in his arm', 
and kissed hei, shedding tears of joy, and she did likewise, till at 
last Alacddin led them to the uppei saloon, wheie they took seats, 

and the Sultan fell to asking hei case and what had betided her.- 

And Shahrazad was surprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say 
hei permitted say. 

J^oto to&cn It tones t&c Jtor pnniirrtj null (Eiffljf^fifiJjJifffjt, 

Quoth Dunyazail, “ O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales," wheicupon Shahia/ad 

replied, “With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, 0 

King of the Age, that the Lady Badr al-Budur began to inform 
the Sultan of all which had befallen her, saying, “ 0 my fathei, 
I tecovered not life save yestciday when I saw my husband, and 


i Ills dignity fmb.ule him to walk even the length of a eaipet. When Ilanni 
al-Rastiid ni.ule lus famous pilguinage afoot from Itaglidad lo Mecc.di (and lie \sas 
the last of the Caliphs who peiformed Ihis ntc), the whole way was spread with a 
“ P.(-anda 7 ” of carpels and costly cloths. 

VOL. X. 


1 




J30 Supplemental Nights. 

he it was who freed me from the thraldom of that Maghrabi, 
that Magician, that Accursed, than whom I believe theie be none 
viler on the face of earth, and, but for my beloved, I had never 
escaped him, nor hadst thou seen me during the lest of my days 
But mighty sadness and sorrow gat about me, O m 3 ’ father, not only 
for losing thee, but also for the loss of a husband, under whose 
kindness I shall be all the length of my life, seeing that he heed me 
from that fulsome sorcerer.” Then the Princess began repeating to 
her sire everything that happened to her, and relating to him how the 
Moorman had tricked her in the guise of a lamp-sellei, who offeicd in 
exchange new for old, how she had given him the Lamp, whose 
worth she knew not, and how she had bartered it away only to laugh 
at the lampman’s folly “And next morning, O my fathei,” she 
continued, “we found ourselves and whatso the pavilion contained in 
Afnca-land, till such time as my husband came to us and devised a 
device vheieby we escaped, and had it not been for Alaeddm’s hasten¬ 
ing to our aid the Accuised was deteimined to enjoy me peifoice.” 
Then she told him of the Bhang-drops administered in wine to the 
African, and concluded, “Then my husband ictumcd to me and 
how I know not, but we were shifted fiom Afnca-land to this 
place.” Alaeddin in his turn recounted how, finding the wizaid 
dead drunken, he had sent away his wife and her women horn the 
polluted place into the inner apartments; how he had taken the 
Lamp from the SoicereiS breast-pocket whcicto he was dnected 
by his wife, how he had slaughtered the villain and, finally how, 
making use of the Lamp, he had summoned its Slave and ordered 
him to transport the pavilion back to its proper site, ending his 
tale -with, “ And if thy Highness have any doubt anent my 
words, arise with me and look upon the accuised Magician ” 
The King did accoidmgly and, having considered the Moot man, 
hade the caica-,s be carried away fortluight and burned and its 
ashes scattered in air Then he took to embracing Alaeddin and 
kissing him said, “Pardon me, O my son, fur that I was about 
to destioy thy life through the foul deeds of this damned enchanter, 
who cast thee into such pit of peul; and I may be excused, O mj 
child, for what I did by thee, because I found myself forlorn of my 
daughter, my only one, who to me is dearer than my very kingdom. 
Thou knowest how the hearts of patents yearn unto then offspring, 
especially when, like myself, they have but one and none other to 
love” And on this wise the Sultan took to excusing himself and 

kissing lus son-in-law.--And Shahia/ad was suipnscd by the dawn 

of day and ceased to say het pet milted say. 
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jftolu lulien it luna ti>e JTtue Ijlunbicto nnir ©ijj&tji cijc(& iJIiijj-fjt, 


Quoth Dunya/ad, “ 0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahiazad replied, 

“With love and good will”-It hath reached me, O King of 

the Age, that Alaeddm said to the Sultan, “ 0 King of the 
Time, thou didst naught to me conti ary to Holy Law, and 1 
also sinned not against thee; but all the double came fiom that 
Mnghrabi, the impure, the Magician.” Thereupon the Sultan 
bade the city be decorated and they obeyed him and held high 
feast and festivities. He also commanded the crier to cry about 
the streets, saying, “This day is a mighty great fete, whciein public 
rejoicings must be held throughout the lealm, for a full month of 
thiity days, in honour of the Lady Badr al-Budm and her husband 
Alaeddm’s letum to their home.” On this wise befell it with 
Alaeddin and the Maghrahi ; hut withal the King’s son-in-law 
escaped not wholly from the Accuised, albeit the body had been 
burnt and the ashes scattered in air. For the villain had a brother 
yet moie villainous than .himself, and a greater adept m necro¬ 
mancy, geomancy and nstiomancy ; and even as the old saw 
saitli, “A bean and 'twns split, 1 2 ” so each one dwelt in his own 
quarter of the globe that he might fill it with his sotceiy, his fraud, 
and his treason. 3 Now, one day of the days it fortuned that the 
Moorman’s biother would learn how it fared with him, so he biought 
out his sandboaid and dotted it and produced the liguies, which, 
when he had consideied and caiefully studied them, gave him to 
know that the man he sought was dead and housed in the 
tomb. So he giieved and was certified of his decease, but he 
dotted a second time seeking to learn the manner of the death 
and where it had taken place ; so he found that the site was the 
China-land, and that the mode was the foulest of slaughter. Further¬ 
more, that he who did him die was a young man Alaeddin flight. 
Seeing this, he straightway arose and equipped himself for wayfare • 
then lie set out and cut acioss the wilds and wolds and heights for 
the space of many a month until he leached China and the capital 
of the Sultan wherein was the slayer of his brothei. He alighted 
at the so-called Sti angers’ Khan and, hiring himself a cell, took 
rest theiein for a while; then he faicd forth and wandeied about the 


1 The piovcib suggests our "par nobile fralrum,” a pair resembling each 
other as two halves of a split bean 

2 In the II V. 11 II the elder Magician was in the East the oihei was in the 

West, but once a year-, by their chill in geomancy, they had tidings of each oilier.” 
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highways that he might discern some path which would aid him unto 
lhe winning of his ill-minded wish, to wit, of wreaking upon Alacddm 
blood-ievenge foi iiis brothei. 1 Presently he entered a coffee-house, 
ji f me building which stood in the mjuket-pkee, and which 
collected a thiong of folk to play, some at the Mankalah, 2 3 otheis 
at the backgammon 8 and others at the chess and what not else 
There he sat down and listened to those scaled beside him, and 
they chanced to be convening about an ancient dame and a 
holy, by name Fdumah, 4 who dwelt ahvay at her de\olions in a 
hermitage without the town, and tins she nevei cnteied save only 
two days each month. They mentioned also that she had per¬ 
formed many saintly miracles' 5 * which, when the Magluabi, the 
Ncciomancer, heard, he said in himself, “Now have I found that 
iiInch I .sought: Lishalluh—God willingJ—by means of this cionc 

viU I win to my wish.”-And Shahraz.nl was suiprised by the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say 


Botu when it tontf tfje TiUe l)imhrch anti BiflR 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “0 sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do toll us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheieupcm Shohiatad 

replied, “With love and good will ”-It hath icached me, O 

King of the Age, that the Maghiabi, the Neeiomancei, went up 
to the folk who were talking of the lunacies performed by the 
devout old woman, and said to one of them, “0 my uncle, I 
huaid you all chatting about the prodigies of a cot tain aaintess 
named Fatnnah: who is she and wheie may be hei abode?” 


1 The act was religiously laudable, but to the Eastern, as to the South 
European minil, fair play is >wl a jewel; niorcovei, the story-tuller 111.13- insinuate 
ili.il vaige nice would he lal on only Uy foul ansi unlawful means—the black Art, 
perjury, nmidc-i, ami so forth. 

2 lor tins game, a prune fa'ounlc- m Egypt, see Du S.icy (Chiestoniathie, 1 
477) and his authorities, Hyde, Syntagma DiSseit. ii. 374; p. JLab.il, 
“ M&noires du Chc\ d'Arvieiu," in. 321; Tfies until, “Voyage du Levant, p. 
107 , and Nieliuln, “ Voyages,” I, 130, plate 25, fig II. 

3 In ilic test a*L> evidently — “ fjeu de) dames ” (supposed to liave been 
imenied 111 Pans dumig llie days of the Regency sec Little); and, although in 
setlJia E'sucn pbc.es iww papular, a teim of European ongni. It is not m 
(l.iH.uul. According to I bn Rhallik.iu (111 69), “ Nard ” = tables, a .»sewith King 
Anl.whii sun of BaLuk, and was therefore called Naidashir (Natd Aidashlr ?). lie 
designed iL .is an image of the world and Us people, so the board had Iw’ehe 
squaii.% to repiosuit the months; and Unity pieces or men lepiesciUcd tile days, 
and die dice were the emblems of Fate and Lot. 

4 2 1 a \\ ennui, a name of good omen foi a girl-child; see night dhwiu 

Tilt Hindi iiaiislatur, Tolauun Shayyan, calls hoi IIamidah = ilic Piaisewoilhy, 

s Audi Km mu It . see mghU xciu. ami cclv. 
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“ Marvellous 1 2 ! ” exclaimed Ihe man ■ “ How canst thou be m om 
city and yet never have heard about the miracles of the Lady 
j’atiniah ? Evidently, O thou pool fellow, thou ait a foreigner, 
.since the fastings of this devotee and her asceticism in worldly 
matteis and the beauties of her piety never came to Lhmc ears.” 
The Moorman lejotncd, “’Tis true, O my lord', yes, I am a 
stranger and came to this your city only yesternight; and I hope 
thou wilt infoirn me concerning the saintly miracles of this 
virtuous woman and where may be hei wone, foi that I have 
fallen into a calamity, and ’tis my wish to visit her anil crave hei 
piayeis, so haply Allah (to Whom be honour and glory 1 ) will, 
through her blessings, delivei me from mine evil ” Hereat the 
man lecountcd to him the marvels of Falimah the Devotee, anil 
lier piety and the beauties of her worship ; then, taking Inin by 
the hand, went with him without the city and showed him the way 
to hei abode, a envoi n upon a hillock’s head The Necromancei 
acknowledged his kindness in many words and thanking him foi 
his good offices, returned to his cell in the caiavanseiai Now by 
the fiat of Fate, on the vciy next day Falimah came down to the 
city, and the Maghiabi, the Necromancer, happened to leave Ins 
hostehy a-morn, when lie saw the folk swarming and crowding, 
wheiefoie he went tip to discovei what was to do, and found the 
Devotee standing nmiddlcmost the throng, and all who suifered 
fiom pain or sickness flocked to her soliciting a blessing and 
praying for hei piayeis; and each and every she touched became 
whole of his illness. The Maioccan, the Necromancer, followed 
hei about until she letuined to hei antic; then, awaiting till the 
evening evened, he aiose and icpaned to a vintnei’s stoic where 
he drank a cup of wine Aftei this he fared forth the city and 
finding the Devotee’s ca\ern, cnteicd it and saw her lying 
prosliate 3 with hei hack upon a ship of matting. So he came 
foi waul and mounted upon hei belly, then he drew his dnggci 
and shouted at her; and, when she asvoke and opened her eyes, 
she espied a Moorish man with an unsheathed poniaid sitting 
upon hei middle as though about to kill hei. She was troubled 
and soie tenified, but he said to Her, “ Hcaiken ! an thou ciy out 
oi uttet a woid I will slay thee at this very moment: aiise now and 


1 “ ’Aj.iib,” plur. of “ ’Ajib,” a common exclamation amongst the populace 
1 1 is used in Pei sian as well as in Aiabic. 

2 Moslems are curious about sleeping postures, and the popular saying is •— 

Lying upon the right side is proper to Kings, upon the left to Sages; to sleep 
supine is the position of Allah’s Saints, and prone upon the helly is peculiar to the 
Devils. 
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do all I bid thee.” Then he sware to hei an uatli that if she 
obeyed his ordeis, whatevei they might be, he would not do hei 
die So saying, he rose up from off her and Fatimah also aiose, 
when he said to her, “Give me thy gear and take thou my habit" , 

U hereupon she gave him hei clothing and head-fillets, hei face- 
kerchief and hei mantilla. Then quoth he, “ lis also requisite 
that thou anoint me with somewhat shall make the colom of my 
face like unto thine.” Accordingly, she went into the innei cavern 
and, bunging out a gallipot of ointment, sptead somewhat theieof 
upon her palm and with it besmeaied lus face until its hue favoured 
hei onn; then she gave him her stafl 1 2 and, showing him how to 
walk and what to do when lie enteied the city, hung her rosary 
around his neck. Lastly she handed to him a muroi and said, 
“Now look! Thou diffeiest horn me in naught", and he saw 
himself Fatimah’s counteipart as though she had never gone 01 
come.* But after obtaining his every object he falsed his oath 
and asked for a cord which she biought to him j then he scued 
her and strangled hei in the cavern J and piesently, when she was 
dead, haled the corpse outside and threw it into a pit haid by 

-And Shalna/ad was sui prised by the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her peimitted say. 

jRoto to&en it ma tfjc Jmc fymrtiircb im* JSMfffo 

Quoth Dunyazad, “ O s is lei mine, an thou be othei than sleepy, do 
tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shalnazod lepltcd, 

‘•With !o\ e and good will”-It hath reached me, 0 King of the 

Age, that the Maghrabi, after mmthexing Fatimah, threw her body 
into a pit and went back to sleep in hei cavern; and, when bioke 
die day, he lose and repaidng to the town took his stand undei 
tlie walls of Alaeddin’s pavilion Hereupon flocked the folk about 
him, all being ceitified that he was Fatimah, the Devotee, and 
he fell to doing whatso she was wont to do : he laid hands on these in 
pain, and recited foi those a chaptei of the Koian, and made orisons 
fin a thud Piesently the thronging of the folk and the clamouring 
of the ciowd wcie henid by the Lady JJadr al-Budur, who said to her 
handmaidens, “Look what is to do and what be the cause of this 
turmoil!” Thereupon the Agha of the eunuchry faied fotth to see 
what might be the matter, and piesently letuming, said, “ O my lady, 

1 Tins “ ’Asd/’ a staff five to six feet long, is one of the piopeilics of Moslem 
Saints and reverends, tvhu intituling that furious old PunUn, Caliph Omar, make 
and are allowed to make a pretty liberal dislribution of its caresses. 

2 i e. as she was in her own home. 
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this clamour is caused by the Lady Fatimah, and if thou be pleased 
to command, I will bring her to thee; so shall thou gam through 
her a blessing.” The Princess answered, “Go, bring her, for since 
many a day I am always hearing of hei miracles and her virtues, 
and I do long to see her and get a blessing by her inter¬ 
vention, for the folk lecount hei manifestations in many cases 
of difficulty.” The Agha went forth and bi ought in the Maroccan, 
the Necromancer, habited in Fatimail’s clothing; and, when the 
wi/aid stood before the Lady Badi al-Budur, he began at first 
•sight to bless her with a stung of piayers, nor did any one of 
those piesenl doubt at all but that he was the Devotee herself 
The Princess arose and salam’d to him; then sealing him beside 
hei, said, “O my Lady Fatimah, 'tis my desire that thou abide with 
me alway, so might I be blessed through thee, and also learn of 
thee the paths 1 2 of woiship and piety and follow thine example 
nuking for salvation." Now ail this was a foul deceit of the 
amused Afiican, and he designed furthcrmoie to complete his 
guile, so he continued, “ O my Lady, I am a poot woman and a 
religious that dwelleth in the deseit; and the like of me deserveth 
not to abide in the palaces of the kings.” But the Princess replied, 
“Have no cnie whatevei, O my Lady Fatimah; I will set apart for 
dice an apartment of my pavilion, that thou inayest woiship therein 
and none shallevei come to trouble thee; also thou shall avail to 
worship Allah in my place better than in thy cavern,’’ The 
Mai ocean lejoined, “Heaikenmg and obedience, O my lady ; I 
will not oppose thine order for that the commands of the childien 
of the kings may not be gainsaid nor renounced. Only I hope of 
thee that my eating and drinking and sitting may be within my own 
chamber which shall be kept wholly piivate; nor do I require or 
desire the delicacies of diet, but do thou favour me by sending thy 
handmaid every day with a bit of biead and a sup of water 3 ; and 
when I feel fain of food let 111 c eat by myself in my own room." 
Now the accursed hereby purposed to avert the danger of haply 
1 .rising his face-ketchicf at meal times, when .his intent might be 
baffled by his beard and mustachioes discovering him to be a man. 
The Puncess replied, “ O my Lady Fatimah, be of good heart j 
naught shall happen save what thou wishest. But now arise and let 


1 Arab, “ Suluk,” ft Snfislical expiession, the road to salvation, etc. 

2 In the H, V. her diet consisted of dry bicad and fruits. 
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■me show thee the apartment in the palace which I would prepare for 

iliy sojourn with us.”-And Shahrazad was suipnsed by the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her per nutted say. 

jTJohi tufjru it mao tfjc JTjue |)univrt miH (giffJjtjHUiUf) Bifl&t, 

Quoth Dunya/ad, “O sister mine, an thou be other than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahia/ad 
replied, “With love and good will.”——It hath reached me, O 
ICing of the Ago, that the Lady Uadi ftl-Budui arose and talcing 
line Necromancer, who had disguised himself as the Devotee, 
inhered him in to the place which she had kindly piomised him 
for a home and said, “O my Lady Fatimall, heie thou shall dwell 
with every com foil about thee and in all privacy and repose, and 
(he place shall be named aflci thy name” ; whcieupon the Mnghrabi 
acknowledged hei kindness and prayed for her. Then the Pi incus s 
showed him the jalousies and the jewelled Kiosquc with its font 
and twenty windows, 1 and said to him, “What thmkest thou, O 
my Lady Fatuuah, of this nianellous pavilion?” The Mooiman 
lephed, “By Allah, 0 my daughtei, ’tis indeed passing fine and 
wondious exceedingly, noi do I deem that its felloiv is to be found 
in the whole umveise, but alas for the lack of one tiling which 
would enhance its beauty and decoiation! ” The Princess asked 
her, “O my Lady Futimah, what lacketh it and wliat lie this tiling 
\Guhl add to its adornment? Tell me tlicieof, inasmuch as 1 was 
wont to believe it whollj perfect.” The Maroccan answered, “O 
my lady, all it wanteth is that there be hanging horn the noddle 
of the dome the egg of a fowl called the Rukh, 3 and, wcic this 
done, tEie pavilion would lack Us peel all the woilcl ovci.” The 
lhineess asked, " What be tins biul, and whetu can we find hei 
<-gg ? ” ancl the M.noccan answeied, “O my lady, tlie Rukh is 
indeed a giant fowl which cameth off camels and elephants in hei 
pounces and flicth away with them, such is hei statine and strength. 
also this fowl is mostly found in Mount Kaf, and the aichilcct who 
built this pavilion is able to bring thee one of her eggs.” Then they 
left such talk as it was the hom foi the noon-day meal, and when 
the handmaid had spread the table, the Lady Iladr al-Budm sent 
down to invite the Accursed Afucan to eat with hei, but be accepted 
not, and for a loason he would on no wise consent Nay, he lose 

1 TliU is the fust mention of the windows, in the Ambic MS 

2 I'»r tins “ Roc” of the oldei ivntcrs see nights cccciv , dxliv., unil dlvi. I 
may remind the reader that the O. Bgyplinn "Ruth,” or “Rukh,” by some 
\uiUen “ Rekliit," whose ideograph is a nionslious biul with one claw raised, also 
denotes puic wise Spirits, the Magi, etc. I know a man who derives it from om 

“ io(ik”=t«.'nk and jArson. 
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and reined to the room which the Piincess had assigned to him, and 
whither the slave-girls carried his dinner. Now when evening evened 
Alaeddin letiuned from the chase and met his wife, who salam’d to 
him, and he clasped hei to his bosom and lnssed her Piescntly, 
looking at her face, he saw theieon a shade of sadness, and he noted 
that, conliary to her custom, she did not laugh, so he asked hei, “What 
hath betided thee, O my deailmg? Tell me, hath aught happened to 
trouble thy thoughts?” “Nothing whatever,” answered she, “but, O 
my beloved, I fancied that our pavilion lacked naught at all; however, 
O eyes of me, 0 Alaeddin, were the dome of the upper story hung 
with an egg of the fowl called Rukh, theie would be naught like it 
in the univeise,” Her husband rejoined, “And for tins trifle thou 
ait saddened when ’lis the easiest of all matters to me 1 So cheer 
thyself, and, whatevei thou wantest, J tis enough thou inform me 
thereof, and I will bang it from the abysses of the earth in the 

quickest time and at the earliest hour.”-And Shahra/ad was 

suipnsed by the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

Dolu luljcn it tunes fljc JFthc bnnhixti antJ Bmctictlj BiqMj 

•Quoth Dunyazad, “ O sistci mine, an thou be other than sleepy, do 
tell ns some of thy pleasant tales,” whereupon Shahra/ad replied, 

“With love and good will.”-It hath reached me, O King of the 

Age, that Alaeddin, alter icfieshing the spmts of his Princess 
by promising her all she could desire, lepaired stiaightway to his 
chamber and talcing the Lamp 1 rubbed it, when the Maud 
appeared without let or delay saying, “Ask whatso thou wantest.” 
.Said the other, “I dcsiie thee to fetch me an egg of the biid 
Rukh, and do thou hang it to the dome-crown of tins my pavilion. v 
15ut when the Mai id heaid these woids, his face waxed fierce, and 
he shouted with a mighty loud voice and a irightful, and cued, 
“ O denier of kindly deeds, suffiocth it not for thee that I and all 
the Slaves of the Lamp aie evei at thy seivice, but thou must 
also lerjuiie me to bung thee 0111 Liege Lady 3 for thy pleasure, 
and hang hei up at thy pavilion dome foi the enjoyment of thee 
and thy wife! Now by Allah, ye deceive, thou and she, that 
I 1 educe you to ashes this veiy moment and scatter you upon the 
-air , but, inasmuch as ye twain be ignoiant of this matter, un¬ 
knowing its inner fiom its outei significance, I will pardon you, foi 
indeed ye are but innocents The offence conieth from that accursed 

1 In the IT. V. lie takes the Lamp horn Ins bosom, where ho had ever kept it 
since his misadventure with the Afiican Magician. 

2 Here the mythical Rukh is mixed up with the mysterious bad Sfmurgh, for 
which see Tennmal Essay, 
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Necromancer, brother to the Maghrabi, the Magician, who abidetfr 
here repieventing himself to be Fatimah, the Devotee, after assuming 
her dies* and belongings and muithering hei in the cavern Indeed, 
he came hither seeking to slay thee by way of blood-revenge foi bn, 
brother, and Ms he who taught thy wife to regime this matter of me. 11 ’ 
So saying the Mand evanished. But when Alacddrn heard these 
words his wits fled his head and his joints humbled at the Maud’s 
terrible shout; but he empowered his puipose, and rising forth right 
issued from his chamber and went into his wife’s. There he affected 
air ache or head, Tot that lie knew how famous was Fatimah foi the 
art and mystery of healing all such pains, and, when the Lady Bach 
al-Budut saw him sitting hand to head and complaining of 
unease, she asked him the cause, and he answered, “I know of 
none other save that my head acheth exceedingly " Hereupon 
she straightway bade summon Fatimah that the Devotee mighi 
impose her hand upon his head 1 2 3 , and Alaeddm asked hei, “Who 
may this Fatimah be?” So she iufoinied him that it was Fatinrah 
the Devotee to whom she had given a home in the pavilion. 
Meanwhile, the slave-girls had fared forth and summoned the 
Maghrabi, and when the Accursed made act of presence, Alacddrn 
ruse up to him and, acting like one who knew naught of his 
purpose, salaiu’d to him as though he had been the real Fatimah 
and, kissing the hem of his sleeve, welcomed him and unhealed 
him with honour and said, "O my Lady Fatimah, I hope thou 
wilt bless me with a boon, foi well I wot thy practice in the 
healing of pains. I have gotten a mighty ache in my head '* 
The Moorman, the Accursed, could hardly believe that he hoard 

such words, this being all that he debited.-And Shahrazad 

was suiprised by the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


TJolu toljcn it Hints tf)c JFiuc btmiivcti «m» j^mctiHufit JljJtjrljf, 


Quoth Dunya/ad, “0 sister mine, an thou be olhei than sleepy, 
do tell us some of thy pleasant tales,” wheicupon Shnhrazad’ 


1 The H V. adds, “ hoping thereby that thou and she and all the household' 
should fall into pcrdiLion ” 

2 Rank mesmerism, which has been practised in the East from ages imme¬ 
morial. In Christendom, Santa GugUelma, worshipped at Brunnle, “works many 

miracles, chiefly healing aches of head.” In the H. V. Alacddrn feigns that lie is. 
ill and Cues to the Princess with his head tied up. 
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replied, “ Willi love and good will.”-It hath leached me, O 

King of the Age, that the Maghrabi, the Necromancer, habited 
ns Fatimah the Devotee, came up to Alaeddm that he might 
place hand upon his head and heal his ache; so he imposed one 
hand and putting foith the other undei his gown, drew a daggei 
wherewith to slay him. But Alaeddm watched him and taking 
patience till he had wholly unsheathed the weapon, seized him 
with a foiceful giip; and wienching the dagger from his giasp, 
plunged it deep into Ins heart When the Lady Bndi al-Uudm 
saw him do on this wise, she shiiekcd and cried out, “What hath 
this virtuous and holy woman done that thou hast chaiged thy 
neck with the heavy buiden of her blood shed wrongfully ? 
Hast thou no fear of Allah that thou killest Fatimah, this saintly 
woman, whose lunacies are far-famed?” “No," replied Alacddin, 
“I have not killed Fatimah. I have slain only Fatinull’s slayer, 
he that is the biother of the Maghiabi, the Accuised, the 
Magician, who canied thee off by his black art and transported my 
pavilion to the Africa-land; and this damnable brothei of his 
i.nne to our city and wiought these wiles, nuirthering Fatimah 
and assuming hei habit, only that he might avenge upon me his 
biothei’s blood , and he also ’twas who taught thee to require of 
me a Rukh’s egg, that my death might result from such requirc- 
menl. But, an thou doubt my speech, come fonvaick and consider 
tile peison I have slain.” Thereupon Alaeddiu drew aside the 
Moot man's face-keichief, and the Lady Badr al-Budur saw the 
semblance of a man, with a full beard that well-nigh coveied his 
features. She at once knew the tiuth and said to hei husband, 
“O my beloved, twice have I cast tlice into death-risk!” hut lie 
rejoined, “No hatm in that, O my lady, by the blessing of your 
loving eyes: 1 accept with all joy nil things thou bi ingest me.” 
The Funcess, healing these woids, hastened to fold him ill hei 
arms and kissed him, saying, “ 0 my dcarlmg, all this is for my lov e 
to thee and I knew naught thcieofj but indeed I do not deem 
lightly of thine affection.” So Alaeddin kissed hei and strained 
hei to lus bicast \ and the love between them waxed blit greater. 
At that moment the Sultan appeared and they told him all that 
had happened, showing him the coipsc of the Maghrabi, the 
Neciomancei, when the King commanded the body to be burned 
ancl the ashes scattered on air, even as had befallen the Wizard’s 
brother And Alaeddin abode with his wife, the Lady Badr 
al-Budui, in all pleasure and joyance of life and thenccfonwud 
escaped every danger; and, after a while, when the Sultan 
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deceased, his son-in-law was seated upon the tin one of the King¬ 
dom; and he commanded and dealt justice to the lieges so that 
all the folk loved him and he lived with his wife in all solace and 
happiness until there came to him the Destroys of delights and 

the Severer of societies 1 2 -And Shalnazad was suipiisccl by the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her pci nutted say Quoth Dunya/ad, 
“O sistei mine, how rare is thy tale and delectable'” and quoth 
Shahra/ad, “And what is this compaied with that I could lelale to 
you after the coming night, an this my lord the King deign leave me 
on life' 5 ” So Shahi)vu said to himself, “Indeed I will not slay 
her until she tell me the whole tale.” 

3 iif tube a it hum Hjr fihc IjuntoiCfl miti Jftmctii-tfcctmti Jftigip, 5 
Shahta/ad began to relate the advcnlnies of 


KHUDADAD 3 * AND HIS BROTHERS. 


Smo she, O auspicious King, this my tale idatcth to the Kingdom 


1 Mr. Morit.i in “The Mu/a 5 (vol. i 87), says, “ Had the Arabian Nights’ 
Entertainments, with all \hcir singular feitihty of invention anti nevev-unrlnig 
vanety, appeared as a new book m die piesctnt day, translated liteially and not 
adapted to European la-,tc in (he manner attempted in M G.illand’s translation, I 
doubt whether they would have been tolerated, certainly not lead with the avidity 
1 hey are, even 111 the diev* with winch he has clothed them, however impeifecL 
that die-s may In ** lhit m Moncr’s day the literal translation vpas so despised 
that an Pastern hook was nibbed of half its cliauus, hath of sLylc and idea 

2 In Lhc MS. or the Ihblintheque Nation ale, Supplement Aube (No 252;, 
vol li fol. i,t7) v the stoiy winch follows “Aladdin ’’ is that of the Ten \Va?iis, f-n 
which see vol i\. p 35 cl sea. In Gallanil the I/isfoiie de Codadad el da m 
F/itcs comes new to the talc of Zayn al-Asnam • t have changed the sequence in 
order that the two stones directly translated from lhc Amine may he together. 

3 M. Hermann Zolcnbcrg lately informed me that “ Khudud.id anrl his 
Iiiolhcrs” is to be found in a Tuikish MS. “ A l Faiaj ha’d al-Shiddah”—Jciy 
after Annoy—in the Tiiblrolheciue Nationale of Pans Jiut that work is a meie 
demation from the Persian, “ IIa7.i1 o >el; Roz,” for winch sec the lhbhogiaphtcal 
Appendix in vol viii. M. Zolenberg, howevei, says that this woik nevei existed, 
out that it was an invention of Petis de la Croix In onlei to give an interesting and 
romantic title to his wmk, in which most of the stones from Al Faraj, etc,, am 
nuseiably travestied. The name Khndadad is common to most Eastern peoples, 
theSansk. Devadntta, the Gr. BeoSocrtos, Geo£w/hjs, Geoem/v/ros and Doiolheus; 

the Lat. Deodatue, the Ital. Diodato, and Span. Diosdado, the Fiencli Dieu- 
donne, and the Arab -Persic Alladad, Divcfnd and IChudabaksh. Khudif is the 

mod. Pers. form of the old Klu\da(=sovereign, king, as in Mdh-i-Khndai=the 
sovereign moon, K t iin-Kliudilf=master of his passions, etc. 
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of Diyiu Baler 1 2 3 in whose capital-city of Harnitr* dwelt a Sultan of illus¬ 
trious lineage, a protector of the people, a lovei of his lieges, a friend 
of mankind, and lenowned for being gifted with every good quality 
Now Allah Almighty had bestowed upon him all that his heart could 
desire, save boon of child, for though he had lovely wives within his 
Harem-door and fan concubines galoie, he had not been blessed 
with a son ; wheiefor lie offoLed up incessant worship to the Ciealoi 
One night theie appeared to hi nr tn a dieam a man of comely 
\ 1 sage and holy of semblance like unto a piophet, who nddiessed 
him, saying, “0 puissant King, thy vows are at length heard. 
Arise to-morrow at day-dawn, pray a lwo-bo\v prayer, and offer uj) 
thy petitions; then haste thee to the Chief Gardener of thy palace 
and require of lum a pomegranate, whereof do thou eat as many 
seeds as seeineth best to thee; aftei which peifoim anotlier two- 
bow prayer, and Allah will showei favouis and giaces upon thy 
head.” The King, awaking at peep of day, called to mind the 
\ision of the night, and returning thanks to the Almighty, made 
his oiisons and kneeling invoked a benedicite. Then be lose and 
icpaiied to the garth, and receiving a pomegranate from the Head 
Gardener, counted out and ate fifty grains thereof; to wit, one for 
each of his waves. After this he Jay the night in turn with them 
all and by the omnipotence of the Creator all gave in due time 
signs of pregnancy, save one Finkah 0 hight So the King conceived 
a grudge against hei, saying in his soul, “Allah holdcth this woman 


1 Lit. Homes (ur habitations) of Bakr (sec night ccchxm), by the Turks 
pronounced “ Diy.li-i-lJekir ” II is the most famous of the foui provinces into 
which Mesopotamia (Heb Naliaiaym, Aiab Al-Jaz(rah) is divided by the Arnla, 
\i7, • DiyAi Bakr (capital Amfdah) ; Diyar Modhar (cap Rnkkah or Aiacla), 
Diyar Riibi’all (cap. Nisibis) and Diyar al-Javlrnll or Al-Jazirah (cap. Mosul). As 
legards the “King of Ilarrau,” ait these ancient cities were at some time the 
capitals of independent chiefs who styled themselves royalties. 

2 The Heb. Chau all, the Cairhcu of the classics, where, according to die 
Moslems, Abraham was hoi 11, while the Jews and Christians make him emigrate 
ihilher Jiom “ Ur (bod, Mujjhayr) of llie Chaldees.” Hence this Arab tide 
“ [Inalum al-It.urani ” My late friend Dr. Uckc had a mancllous theory that this 
veueiable histone Ilaiian was identical with a miseiablc village to the east of 
Damascus bemuse the Fellahs call it Ifarian al-’Awamid—of the Columns—from 
sonic Gunco-Roman leinnanls of a paltry provincial temple. See “ Jacob's Flight, '* 
etc , London, Longmans, 1865, 

3 PiiOzali= turquoise, is the Persian, Firuzah and Fnu/akh (De $acy, Clircs! 
11 84) the Aiab forms, The stone js a favourite 11) the Fast, where, as amongst 
the Russians (who nftect to despise the Eastern origin of their blood to which they 
owe so much of its peculiar merit) it is supposed lo act talisman against wounds 
nut] death m battle; nnd the Persians, who hold it tu be a guard against the Evil 
Eye, me fond of inscribing “ turquoise of llie old lock” with one or more c>r tl.<* 
“Holy Names." Of tliesc talismans a modern Spiritualist ftsks, “Are 111,gs and 
charms uml amulets magnet to use an analogue for what we cannot undeistand, 
and has the immcmoiial belief Ln tlte powei of relics, a natuial not lo say a scientific 
basis?” 
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vile and accuiscd and He willeth not that she become a mother of 
a Prince, and on this wise hath the cmse of banenness become her 
lot." He would have had her done to death, but the Grand Wazii 
made intercession for her and suggested to the Sultan that peichancc. 
Fnuzah might prove with child and withal not show outward signal 
thereof, as is the man net of certain women; wheiefoie to slay her 
might be to destroy a Prince with the mother. Quoth the King, 
“ So be it' slay her not, hut take heed that she abide no longer or at 
court or in the city, for I cannot support the sight of ho.” Replied 
the Minister <f It shall be done even as thy Highness biddeth : let 
her be conveyed to the cate of thy brothel’s son, Piince Samh ” 
The King did accoidmg to the counsel of his Wa/n and despatched 
his loathed Queen to Samaria* accompanied by a writ with the 
following puiport, to his nephew, “ We forward this lady to thy 
care: entreat her honourably and shouldest thou lemaik tokens of 
pregnancy m her, see that thou acquaint us theiewith without stay 
or delay.” So Fnuzah journeyed to Samaria, and when hei time 
was fulfilled she gave birth to a boy-babe, and became the mothei 
of a Piince who in fnvoui was lesplcndent as the sheeny day. 
Hereat the loid of Samaria sent message by lcttei to the Sultan of 
Harran saying, “A Prince hath been borne by the womb of Fmi/ah 
Allah Almighty give thee permanence of prosperity !" By these 
tidings the King was filled with joy , and piesently he replied to 
his cousin, Prince Samir, “Each one of my foity-and-nine spouses 
hath been blessed with issue, and it deligliteth me beyond bounds 
that Firuzah hath also given me a son. Let him be named 
Khudadad—God’s gift—do thou have due caic of him and whatso¬ 
ever thou mayest need for his hirlh-eeiemonies shall be counted out 
to thee without legmd to co^t.” Accoidingly, Pnncc Samu took in 
hand with all pleasuie and delight the charge of Prince Khudadad, 
and, as soon as the child reached the age for lecctving instiuction, 
he caused him to be taught cavalance and atchcry and all such 
arts and .sciences which it bchoveth the .sons of the Kings to learn, 
so that he became pci feet in all manner knowledge. At eighteen 
jears of age he waxed seemly of semblance, and such weie his 
strength and valiance that none m the whole worid could compare 
with him. Presently, feeling himself gifted with unusual vigoui and 
wile character lie addiesscd one day of the days Fimzah his parent, 

i Samaria is a welbknonn name amongst Modems, who call the cily Sliamrlii 
and Shamrun. It was built, accouling lo I bn H.ituk, upon Mount Sauur liy Awn 
who g.uo it (he first name ; and the T.iiihh Hanoi J, by Abu al-Futh Aim al-IIasan, 
is a detailed account of Us gaibled annals As Nablus (Nea polls of IJtiod., also 
called by turn Sebastc) it is now familiar to the Cookile. 
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saying, “O mother mine, grant me thy leave to quit Samaria and 
fare in quest of foitune, especially of some battle-field where I may 
prove the force and prowess of me My sire, the Sultan of ITarran, 
hath many foes, some of whom are lusting to wage war with him; 
and I maivel that at such time he doth not summon me and make 
me his aid in this mightiest of matteis. But seeing that I possess 
such courage and Allah-given strength, it behoveth me not to remain 
thus idly at home. My fathei knoweth naught of my lustihood, 
nor foisooth doth he think of me at allj nevertheless, ’tis suitable 
that at such a time I present myself before him and tender my 
services until my brothers be fit to fight and to front his foes ” 
Hereto his mother made answer, “0 my dear son, thine absence 
pleaseth me not, but in truth it beoometh thee to help thy father 
against the enemies who aie attacking him on all sides, piovided 

that he send for thine aidance.”-And as the mom began to 

dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

®()r of tljc Jjuc I])imbu'd anti Bincty-ttmo JiuisDb 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that 

Khudadad leplied to his mother Fimzah, “Indeed I am unable to 
Inook delay; moreover, such longing have I in heart to look upon 
the Sultan, my siie, that an I go not and visit him and kiss In.s 
feet I shall assuiedly die. I will enter his employ as a stranger 
ancl all unknown to him, nor will I infoim him that I am his son , 
but I shall be to him as a foreignci or as one of his lured knaves, 
and with such devotion will I do him suit and seivice that, when 
he leaineth I am indeed his child, he may grant me his favour 
and affection.” Prince Samir also would not suffer him to depart, 
and forbade him theiefiom ; but one day of the days the Prince 
suddenly set out from Samaria under pictext that he was about 
to limit and chase. He mounted a milk-white steed, whose reins 
and stinups weie of gold, and the saddle and housings were 
of a/ure satin dubbed with jewels and fringed with pendants of 
J 1 u">h pen]Is. ILs .scymitur was kilted with a single diamond, the 
srahbaid of chaundeis-wood was crusted with rubies and emeralds, 
and il depended fiom a gemmed waist-belt; while his bow and 
uchly wi ought quiver hung by his side. Thus equipped ant) 
escoiLed by his fnends and familials he piesently arrived at 
llauan-ciLy aftei the fairest fashion; and, when occasion offered 
itself, he made act of picsence befoje the King and did his 
obeisance at Daibai. The Sultan, remarking his beauty and 
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comeliness, or haply by teason of an outbid.st of natuial affection, 
was pleased to return his salam, and giaciously calling him to his 
side, asked of him his name and pedigice, wheiclo Khudadad 
answered, “O my liege, I am the son of an Emir of Cairo A 
longing for travel hath made me quit my native place and waudei 
from clime to clime, till at length I have come hithei, and hearing 
that thou hast vnatteis of importance in hand, I am desirous of 
approving to thee my valiancy.” The King joyed with exceeding 
joy to hem this stout and doughty speech, and forthwith gave 
him a post of command in his army; and Khudadad, by oaieful 
supemsion of the troops, soon won the esteem of Ins officeis by 
his desire to satisfy them, and the heads of his sokheis by 1 cason 
of his strength and coinage, his goodly nature, and his kindly 
disposition. He also biought the host and all its equipments and 
munitions of warfcue into such excellent ordei and method that 
the King on inspecting them was delighted, and cicated the 
stranger Chief Commandant of the forces, and made him an especial 
favourite, while the Wazus and Emiis, also the Nabobs and the 
Notables, perceiving that he was highly reputed and regarded, showed 
him abundant good will and affection Piescntly, the other Pnnces, 
who became of no account in the eyes of the King and the lieges, 
waxed envious of lus high degree and dignity. But Khudadad 
ceased not to please the Sultan, his she, at all times when they 
conversed together, by his piudcnce and discietion, Ins wit and 
wisdom, and gamed his legard cvei more and nioie, and when 
the invaders, who had planned a laid on the tealm, heard of 
the discipline of the army and of Khu dad ad's piovisions for 
materials of war they abstained fiom all hostile intent. After 
a while the King committed to Khudadad the custody and 
education of the foity-nme Princes, ivfiolly teljmg on his 
sagesse and skill ; and thus, albeit Khudadad was of age like 
his biotheis, he became then mastei by icason of his sapience and 
good sense AY hoi eupon they hated him but the nioie, and, when 
taking counsel one day, quoth one to othoi, “What bo this thing 
our sue hath done that he should make a sli anger-wight his cup- 
companion and set him to loid it ovei us ? We can do naught 
save by leave of this oui goiemoi, and our condition is past 
bearing, so contiive we to nd ouiselves of this foreigner and at 
least rendei him vile and contemptible m the eyes of out sue 
the Sultan.” Said one, “Let us gathei logclhci and slay him in 
some lonely spot”, and said anothei, “Not so 1 to kill him would 
benefit us naught, foi how could we keep the mallei hidden fiom 
the King? He would become our enemy, and Allah only wotleth 
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what evil might befall us. Nay, rather let us crave permission of him 
and faie a-hunting, and then tarry we in some far-off town; and 
after a while the King will marvel at our absence, then grief will 
be soie upon him and at length, waxing displeased and suspicious, 
he will have this fellow expelled the palace or haply done to 
death. This is the only suie and safe way of bringing about his 

destruction.''-And as the mom began to dawn Siiahrtuad held 

her peace till 

GTJ>r* niK of fJjr JYjc |)iui&rrti anir JQmrfp-fouvfjj 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the 

forty-and-nine brotheis agreed to hold this plan the wisest and, 
presently going together to Khudadnd, asked leave of him to 
ride about the countiy awhile oi fare to the chase, promising they 
would return by set of sun. He fell into the snare and allowed 
them to go, whereupon they sallied forth a-liunling but did not 
come back that day or the next On the thiid morning the King 
who missed them asked Khudadnd whcrefoie it was that none of 
his sons was to be seen: and he ansiveied that three days before 
they had gotten leave fiom him to go a-hunting and had not 
returned. Hcieal the father was perplexed with soie peiplexity , 
and, when sundry days more had passed by and still the Princes 
appealed not, the old Sultan was much troubled in mind and 
haidly lcstiaming his rage summoned Khudadnd and in hot wrath 
exclaimed, "O thou neglectful shangci, what courage and over¬ 
daring is this of llunc that thou didst suffci my sons fare to the 
ehacc and didst not ride with them. And now 1 tis but light that 
thou set out and search for them and bring them back ; otherwise 
thou shall smcly die.” Khudadnd, hearing these liaish woids, was 
btaitlcd and alarmed, however, he got him leady and mounted 
his hoi sc foilhivith and left the city in quest of the Princes his 
bicthren, wanciciing about from countiy to country, like unto a 
held seeking a stiaymg flock of goats. Picsently, not finding any 
Pace of them in homestead or on desert-ground, lie became sad 
and sonowful exceedingly, saying in his soul, “0 my brothers, 
what hath befallen you and wheie can yc be dwelling? Perchance 
.some mighty foeman hath made you prisoncis so that je cannot 
escape; and I may never return unto Ha Iran till I find j r ou; foi 
this will be a mattei of hitter regict and lepme to the King ” So 
he repented moie and moic having suffered them to go without 
his escort and guidance. At lengLh whilst seaiching foi them 
from plain to plain and foiest to forest lie chanced come upon a 
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large and spacious prairie in the middlemost whereof rose a castle 
of black marble; so he rode on at a foot pace and when close 
under the walls he espied a lady of passing beauty and loveliness 
who was seated at a r window in melancholy plight and with no 
other ornament than hei own charms. Hei lovely liaii hung down 
in dishevelled locks; hei laiment was tattered and her favour 
was pale and showed sadness and sonow. Withal she was speaking 
under her breath and Khudadad, giving attentive car, heaid hei say 
these woids, “O youth, fly this fatal site, else thou wilt fall into the 
hands of the monster who dwellcth here: A nian-devouiing Ethio¬ 
pian 1 is lord of this palace; and he seizetli all whom Fate sendeth 
to this prairie and locketlr them up in darksome and natiow cells 
that he may preserve them for food.” Khudadad exclaimed, 
“O my lady, tell me, I piay tliee, who thou art and whereabouts 
was thy home”; and she answcied, “I am a daughter of Cairo 
and of die noblest thereof. But lately, as I wended my way to 
Baghdad, I alighted upon this plain and [met that Habnshi, who 
slew all my servants and carrying me off by force placed me in 
this palace. I no longer care to live, and a thousand dines better 
were it for me to die; for that this Abyssinian lusteth to enjoy me, 
and albeit to the present time I have escaped the caiesses of the 
impure wretch, to-morrow, an I still refuse to gratify his desne, he 
will suiely ravish me and do me dead. So I have given up all 
hope of safety; but thou, why hast thou come Iiitliei to peiish ? 
Escape without stay 01 delay, for he hath gone forth in quest of 
wayfarers and right soon will he letum. Moreover, he can see fai 
and wide and can descry all who traverse this wold” Now haidly 
had the lady spoken these woids when the Abyssinian drew in 
sight; and he was as a Ghiil of the Wild, big of bulk, and fear¬ 
some of favour and figure, and he mounted a sturdy Tai tai steed, 
brandishing, as he lode, a weighty blade which none save he could 
wield. Prince Khudadad seeing this monstrous semblance was 
sore amazed and prayed Heaven that he might be victoiious over 
that devil. then unsheathing his sword he stood awaiting the 
Abyssinian’s approach with courage and steadfastness; but the 
blackamoor when he drew near deemed the Prince too slight and 
puny to fight and was minded to seize him alive. Khudadad, 
seeing how his foe had no intent to combat, stiuck him with Ins 

I In the text Zangi-i-Adam-kh’w.h aftei wards called Habnshi = an Abyssinian. 
G.Aland simply says tin itigre. In India the “ Ilabshl” (chief) of Jmjlrah (-AI- 
Jazirah, the Island) was admiral of the Grand Moghul's fleets. These negroids 
are still dreaded by Hindus and Hindis, and when we have another “Sepoy 
Mutiny,” a. few thousands of them bought upon the Zanzibar coast, dressed, drilled 
and olhcercd by Englishmen, will do us yeoman's service. 
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sword on the knee a stroke so dour that the negro foamed with 
rage .and yelled a yell so loud that the whole prairie resounded 
with the plaint Thereupon the brigand, fiery with fury, rose 
straight in his shovel-stirrups and struck fiercely at Khudadad 
with his huge sword and but for the Piince’s cunning of fence and 
the cleverness of his courser, he would have been sliced in twain 
like unto a cucumber. Though the scynntar whistled through the 
air, the blow was harmless, and in an eye-twinkling Khudadad 
dealt him a second cut and struck off his right hand which fell to 
the ground with the swoid hilt it gnpped, when the blackamoor 
losing his balance rolled from the saddle and made earth resound 
with the fall. Thereupon the Piince sprang fiom 1ms steed, and 
deflly severing the enemy’s head from his body threw it aside. 
Now the lady had been looking down at the lattice ngtd in prayer 
for the gallant youth ; and, seeing the Abyssinian slam and the 
Prince victorious, she was overcome with exceeding joy and cued 
out to ha deliverei, “Praise be to Almighty Allah, O my lord, 
who by thy hand hath defeated and destioyed this fiend. Come 
now to me within Lhe castle, whose keys are with the Abyssinian ; so 
lake them and open the door and delivei me.” Khudadad found 
a large bunch of keys under the dead man’s girdle wherewith he 
opened the portals of the foit and entered a large saloon in which 
was the lady j and, no sooner did she behold him than running to 
meet him she was about to cast herself at his feet and kiss them 
when Khudadad prevented her. She praised him with highest 
piaise and extolled him for valiancy above all the champions of 
the world, and he returned the salam to her who, when seen near 
hand, seemed endued with more grace and charms than had 
appealed fiom afar. So the Punce joyed with extreme joy and 
the twain sat down in pleasant converse Presently, Khudadad 
heaid slnieks and cues and weeping and wailing with groans 
and moans and ever loudening lamentations j so he asked the 
lady, saying, “Whence are these clamours and from whom come 
iliese pitiful complaints?” And she, pointing to a wicket in a 
hidden coiner of the court below, answeied, saying, “0 my lord, 
ihese sounds come therefiom. Many wretches diiven by Destiny 
have fallen into the clutches of the Abyssinian Ghul and are 
securely locked up in cells, and each day he was wont to roast 
and eat one of the captives.” “’Twill please me vastly," quoth 
Khudadad, “to be the means of their deliverance: come, 0 my 
lady, and show me where they are imprisoned." Theieupon the 
twain drew near to the place and the Prince forthiight tried a key 
upon the lock of the dungeon but it did not fit j then he made 
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essay of another wherewith they opened the wicket. As they 
were so doing the leport of the captives' moaning and gioamng 
increased yet moie and more until Khudadad, touched and 
troubled at thcii impatience, ashed the cause of it The lady 
replied, “0 my loid, hearing oui footsteps and the rattling of the 
hey in the lock, they deem that the cannibal, accoiding to his 
custom, hath come to supply them with food and to secure one 
of them for his evening meal. Each feaieth lest hts turn for 
roasting be come, so all aie afftighted with soie afliight and re¬ 
double their shouts and cues.”-And as the moin began to 

dawn Shnhrazacl held hei peace till 


C()c ru’d of tfje /the lpuntrici nud jI3iiicti>=fiff& Jftifl&t, 

Then said she-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the 

sounds from that secret place seemed to issue fiom undei giound 
or fioin the depths of a draw-well Pul when the Pi inco opened 
the dungeon dooi, he espied a steep slaiicase and descending 
thereby found himself in a deep pit, nairow and daiksome, 
wherein were penned more than an hundred peisons with elbows 
pinioned and members chained; nor saw he aught of light save 
through one bull’s-eye So he cued to them, “O yc unfortunates, 
fear yc no more ! I have slain the Abyssinian; and lendei yc piatse 
to Allah Almighty who hath lid you of you 1 wiong-doet • also I 
come to stukc off your fetters and tetuin you to fteedom " Heal¬ 
ing these glad tidings, the prisoners weie in laplmcs of delight 
and raised a genera! ciy of joy and jubilee. Heieupon Khudadad 
and the lady began to loose then hands and feet; and each, as he 
w as leleased fiom his duinuce, helped to unchain his fellows . bncf, 
after a moment o( time all weie deluded from then bonds and 
bondage Then each and eveiy kissed Khudadad’s feel and gave 
thanks and played foi his welfare; and when those whilom pnsoneis 
entered the couit-yaid, whereupon the sun was shining sheen, 
Khudadad lecogniscd amongst them Ins brothcis, in cjuest of whom 
he had so long wandeied He was ama/ed with exceeding amaze¬ 
ment and exclaimed, “Laud be to the Loid, that I have found you 
one and all safe and sound : youi falhei is sorely sad and sonowful 
at your absence, and Heaven foifend that this devil hath devout ed 
any fiom amongst you ” He then counted then number, foity-and- 
nine, and set them apart from the test; and all in excess of joy fell 
upon one another’s necks and ceased not to cmbiace thcii savioui 
After this the Prince spread a feast for the captives, each and eveiy, 
whom he had delivered ; and, when they had eaten and diuuken 
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their full, he restored to them the gold and silver, the Tin key carpet* 
and pieces of Chinese silk and brocade and other valuables 5n- 
numeiable which the Abyssinian had plundered from the caravans, 
as also their own peisonal goods and chattels, directing each man 
to claim his own j and what lcmained he divided equally amongst 
them. “But,” quoth he, “by what means can yc convey these 
bales to youi own countries, and where can ye find beasts of 
huulen in this wild world?” Quoth they, “O our Lord, the 
Abyssinian lobbed us of 0111 camels with then loads and doubtless 
they aic in the stables of the castle.” Hereupon Khudadad faied 
foith with them to the .stables and there found tethered and tied 
not only the camels but also the foi ty-nine horses of his brothers 
the Timces, and accoidingly he gave to each one his ow r n animal. 
There were, moieovei, in the stables hundreds of Abyssinian slaie- 
boys who, seeing the piisoneis released, ueie certified that their 
lord the cannibal was slain and fled in dismay to the foiest and none 
thought of giving chase to them. So the merchants loaded then 
meichandise upon the camels' backs and faiewelling the Piincc set 
out for their own countues. Then quoth Khudadad to the lady, “O 
thou tare in beauty and chastity, whence earnest thou when the 
Abyssinian seized thee and wlnthei now wouldst thou wend ? 
Infoim me theieof that I may lestore thee to thy home; haply these 
Princes, my biethren, sons of the Sultan of Hairan, know thine 
abode ; and doubtless they will cscoit thee thither.” The lady turning 
to Khudadad piesently made answei, “I live far from here and my 
countiy, the land of Egypt, is over distant for travel. Rut thou, 
O valorous Piince, hast delivered mine honoui and my life from 
the bauds uf the Abyssinian and hast shown me such favour that 
’twoukl ill become me to conceal fiom thee my history. I am 
the daughter of a mighty king, reigning over the Sa’fd, or upper 
Nile-land; and when a tyrant foeman seized him, and, leaving 
lnm of life as well as of his realm, u.stuped his throne and seized his 
kingdom, I fled away to preserve my existence and mine honoui.” 
Theieupon Khudadad and his brothers piayed the lady to recount all 
that had befallen hei, and reassured her, saying, “ Henceforth thou 
shnlt live in solace and luxury; neither toil nor trouble shall betide 
thee.” When she saw that theie was no help foi her but to tell all 
hei tale, she began in the following woitls to iccount the 
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HISTORY OF THE PRINCESS OF DARYA PAR . 1 2 


Ik an island of the islands standeth a great city called Daiyabih, 
wherein dwell a king of exalted degree. Bui despite his virtue 
and his valoui lie was ever sad and sonowful having naught of 
offspring, and he offered up without suiccase players on that 
behalf. After long years and longsoinc supplications a half boon 
was granted to him; to wit, a daughter (myself) was bom. My 
father who giieved sore at first, presently rejoiced with joy exceeding 
at the unfortunate ill-fated birth of me, and, when I came of age 
to learn, he bade me be taught to lead and wide; and caused nit* 
lo be instiacted in court-ceremonial and royal duties and the 
chronicles of the past, to the intent that I might succeed him as 
heiress to his thionc and Ins kingship. Now it happened one clay 
that my sire rode out a-hunling, and gave chase to a wild ass 3 with 
such hot pursuit that he found himself at eventide separated fiom his 
suite; so, wearied with the chase, he dismounted fioin his bleed, and, 
seating himself by the side of a fotesl path, he said lo himself, “Tile 
onagei will doubtless seek covei in this copse.” Suddenly he espied a 
light shining blight amidst the trees, and, thinking that a hamlet might 
be haid by, he was minded to night there and at day-dawn to detei- 
mme his further couise Heieupon he arose, and, walking towards 
the light, he found that it issued fiom a lonely hut in the foiest; then 
peering into the inside he espied an Abyssinian burly of bulk and m 


1 This seems to be a fancy name for a country : the teun ts I’cisian— the 
Ocean-land or a seaport town : from “ Daiyit ” the sea, and Mi =a legion, tract, ns 
m Zanzibar = Black!and. The learned Weil explains it (in loco) by (legend do¬ 
th itimeu, bruuncnglcichei oil, but I cannot accept Scott's note (iv. 400), “Signi¬ 
fying the sea coast of every country : and hence the lerm is applied by Oriental 
geographers to the coast of Malabar." 

2 The onager, confounded by our older travellers with the zebra, is the 
Giit-i khar of Persia, where it is the noblest game, fiom which kings did not 
disdain to take a cognomen, eg. Baliram-i-Giir It is the “ wild ass" of Jeremiah 
(11. 24 ; xiv. 6). The meat is famous m poetry foi combining the flnvoms pcculinr 
to all kinds of flesh (Il>n Khallikan, 111 117; 111 239, etc.) and is noticed by IIcio- 
dotus (Clio, cxxMii) and by Xenophon (Cyro, lib. 1) in sundiy passages ■ the latLer 
describes the relays of horses and hounds which were used in chasing iL then as 
now. The traveller Olearius (A.D. 1637) found it more common than in our 
present day . Shah Abbas turned thirty-two wild asses into an enclosure where 

they were shot ns an item of entertainment to the ambassadors aL bis court. The 
skin of the wild ass’s back produces the famous shagreen, a woul seemingly derived 
from the Pers. “ Snglirl,” eg. “ Kyafsh-i-Saghrislippers of sliagiccn, fine wear 
fit for a “young Duke." See 111 Ibn Khallikan (iv. 245) an account of a “Jiir" 
tthe Arabised “ Gur") eight hundred years old 
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semblance like unto a Satan, seated upon a diwan Before him were 
ranged many capacious jars full of wine, and over a fire of charcoal 
he was roasting a bullock whole and eating the flesh and ever and 
anon diinking deep draughts from one of the pitchers. Furthermore, 
the King sighted in that hut a lady of exquisite beauty and comeliness 
sitting in a corner dncly distressed : her hands were fast bound with 
cords, and at her feet a child of two or three years of age lay be- 

weeping his mother's soiry plight.-And as the mom began to 

dawn Shahra/ad held her peace till 


QLtjt enti of the jfiDc £)nnfcreti nn'a JDinetii mjdlj Jftifflif, 

Then said she :-1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that seeing 

the doleful ‘state of these twain, my sire was filled with ruth and 
longed to fall upon the ogre sword in hand; however, not being 
able to cope with him, he rcstiamcd his wrath and remained 011 
stealthy watch. The giant having drained all the pitchers of wine 
and devouied half of the baibacued bullock presently addressed 
himself to the lady and said, “ O loveliest of Princesses, how long 
wilt thou prove thee coy and keep aloof from me ? Dost thou not 
see how desnous I am of winning thy heart and how I am dying Tot 
the love of thee ? 'Tis therefore only right that thou also shoufdst 
return my affection and know me as tlune own, when I will become 
to thee the kindest of mankind.” “O thou Ghul of the waste," cried 
the lady, “ what be this whereof thou pratesl ? Never; no, never 
shalt thou win thy wish of me, howevei much thou mayest lust 
therefor. Torment me or, an thou wilt, destroy me downright, but 
for my part I will on no wise yield me to thy lusts.” At these 
words the infuriated savage roared aloud, “'Tis enough and more 
than enough • thy hate breedeth hatied in me, and now I desire 
less to have and hold thee than to do thee die.” Then he seized 
her with one hand, and drawing his sabre with the other, would 
have struck off her head from her body when my father shot at 
him a shaft so deftly that it pierced his heart and came out 
gleaming at his back and he fell to the ground and found 
instant admission into Jahannam. Hereupon my site entered the 
hut and unbinding the lady’s bonds enquired of her who she was 
and by what means that ogie had brought lici thither. Answered 
she, "Not far from this site there liveth on the sea-shore a race of 
Saracens, like unto the demons of the desert. Soiely against my 
will I was wedded to their Prince and the fulsome villain thou hast 
noiv slain was one of my husband’s chief officers. He fell madly 
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in love to me and he longed with excessive longing to get me 
into his power and to carry me off from my home. Accoidingly, 
one day of the days when my husband was out of the way and I 
was m privacy, he earned me o/T with this my babe Horn the palace 
to this wild wood wheiein is none save He 1 and wheic well he wot 
that all search and labour would be baffled , then, hour aftet hout 
he designed guilty designs against me, but by the mercy of 

Almighty Allah I have evei escaped all carnal soil of that foul 

monster. This evening, in despair of my safety, I was rejecting 
his brutal advances when he attempted to take my life and in the 
attempt he was slain by thy valoious hand. This is, then, my 
story which I have told thee.” My falhei lcassmod the Funcess, 
saying, “O my lady, let thy heail be at case; at daybreak I will 
take thee away from this wilderness and escoit thee to lkuyabar, 
of which city I am the Sultan; and, shouldst thou become fam of 
that place, then dwell thciein until thy husband shall come in 

quest of thee.” Quoth the lady, “0 my loid, this plan doth not 

displease me.” So with the eailicst light next morning my fathci 
took mo the i and child away fiom that foiest and set foith home¬ 
wards, when suddenly lie fell in with his Siidais and o/ficeis, who 
had been wancleiing hithei and thithei dining the livelong night 
in search of him. They rejoiced with great joy on seeing the King 
and marvelled with exceeding marvel at the sight of a veiled one 
with him, admiring much that so lovesome a lady should bo found 
dwelling in a wold so wild. Theieupon tho King lclalcd to them 
the tale of the ogie and of thcFnncess and how he had slain the 
blackamoor. FiexotUly they set foith on their homeward way ; 
one of the Emirs seating the dame behind him on his hoise’s 
crupper while another took chnige of the child. They icached the 
loyal city, wheic the King ordered a large and splendid mansion to 
be built for his guest, the babe also received a suitable education; 
and thus the mother passed her days in peifcct com foil and 
happiness. After the lapse of some months, when no tidings, how¬ 
ever fondly expected, came of her husband, she resigned heiself to 
imuymg my father, whom she had captivated by her beauty and 
loveliness and amorous liveliness, 2 whereupon he wedded hei, and 
when the marriage-contract was drawn up (as was customary in those 
days), they sojourned togetliei in one stead, As lime went on the 
lad gicw up to be a lusty youth of handsome mien; moreovei, he 

1 “ Daslit-i "=a desei t wherein isnonesare lie (Allah}, a howling 

wilderness 

2 Per. “ Naz o aiuUz”=coquetry, in n half-honest sense The Pci sum 
“ Kaha Ssiyah,” i.c. “ black brother” (a domestic negro) [Jionounees NdiPnifri. 
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became perfect in couiLly ceremonial and in every art and science 
that befit Princes. The King and all the Ministers and Emirs 
highly approved of him, and determined that I should be married 
to him, and that he should succeed the sovereign as heir to 
throne and kingship. The youth also was well pleased with such 
tokens of favour from my father; but chiefly he lejoiced with 
exceeding joy to hear talk of his union with his protectoi’s only 
■daughtei. One day my .sire desired to place iny hand in lus 
to the intent that the mauiage ceiemony should at once take 
place, but first he would impose upon my suitor certain con¬ 
ditions, whereof one was that he should wed none other but 
Ins wife’s daughter, that is, myself. This pledge displeased the 
haughty youth, who foithwith icfused his consent thereto, deeming 
himself by the demand of such condition a despised and con¬ 
temptible suitor of villain birth.-And as the morn began to 

.dawn Shahiaxad held hei peace till 


©Ijc cull of tljc JFiuc ijimtueti null iilmehiujchcntf) JUigljt, 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that, the lady 

continued —On this wise the wedding was defeired, and this delay 
became a nialtei of soie displeasure to tire young man, who thought 
in his lrcatt that my father was his foe. Theiefore he ever strove 
to lure lunr mto his powei, till one day in a ficn/.y of rage he slew 
'him and proclaimed himself King of Daryabai. Moieovei, the 
nnirtheier would have enteied my chambei to kill me also bad not 
the \Va/.u, a tiue and faithful servant of the ciown, at the tidings 
of his liege loid’s death speedily taken me away, and hidden nrc in 
the house of a fiiond wheie he bade me remain concealed. Two 
days aftci wards, having fitted out a ship, he embaikcd me theiein 
with a Kahramanah—an old duenna—and set sail foi a country 
whose King was of my father’s fiiends, to the intent that he might 
consign me to Ins chaige, and obtain fiom him the aid of an 
army wherewith he might avenge himself upon the ungrateful and 
ungracious youth who had proved himself a tiaitor to the salt 1 
But a few days aftei our weighing anchor a furious storm began to 
blow, making the captain and crew soie confounded, and piesently 
the waves beat upon the vessel with such exceeding violence that 
she biake up, and the Wazir and the duenna and all who were 
theiein (save myself) weie drowned in the billows. But I, albeit 


i In the text Nimak-haram . on this subject see night dedwx. 
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well-nigh a-swoon, clung to a plank, and was shortly after washed 
ashore by the send of the sea, for Allah of His mighty power had 
preserved me safe and sound from death-doom by the raging of the 
ocean, to the end that further tioubles might befall me. When I 
returned to sense and consciousness, I found myself alive oil the 
strand, and offered up grateful thanks to Almighty Allah; but, not 
seeing the Wa/.ir or any one of the company, I knew that they had, 

perished in the waters.-And as the mom began to dawn Shahrazad 

held her peace till 

cnU of 11)5 JTfof Ibtmtotfc tint! Jfauwta.clsljtl) iftisbt. 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the Princess 

of Daryabar continued —Presently, calling to icmenibiance the 
murthei of my father, I cried aloud with an exceeding bitter 
cry, and was sore afraid at my lonesome plight, insomuch that 
I would fain have cast myself again into the sea, when suddenly the 
voice of a man and tramp of horse-hooves fell upon my eai. Then 
looking about I desevied a band of cavaheis in the midst of whom 
was a handsome prince; lie was mounted upon a steed of puiest 
Rabite 1 blood and was habited in a gold-cmbioidered surcoat , and 
girdle studded with diamonds gilt his loins and on his head was a 
crown of gold; in fine, it was evident from his gaib as fiom his 
aspect that he was a born rulet of mankind. Thereupon, seeing me 
all alone on the sea-shore, the knights mai veiled with exceeding 
marvel; then the Prince detached one of his captains to ascertain 
my history and acquaint him therewith, but albeit the officer 
plied me with questions I answeied him not a word and shed 
a fiood of tears in the deepest silence So noting the waifage on 
the sand they thought to themselves, “ Peichance some vessel hath 
been wrecked upon this shoie and its planks and timbei have been 
cast up on the land, and doubtless this lady was in thal ship and 
hath been floated ashore on some plank.” Whereupon the cavalieis 
crowded around me and imploied me to relate unto them what had 
befallen me; nevertheless, I still answeied them not a woid. Pre¬ 
sently the Prince himself drew near to me and, much amazed, sent 
away his suite from about me and addressed me in these words, “ O 
my lady, fear naught of ill from me nor distiess thyself by needless 
affright. I would convey thee to my home and undei my mothei’s 
care , wherefore I am curious to know of thee who thou ait. The 


I i.e. an Arab of noble strain . see vol. li., night cxl. 
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Queen witt assuredly befriend tViee and beep thee in comfort and 
happiness.” And now understanding that his heart was drawn 
towards me, I told him all that had betided me, and he on hearing 
the story of nry sad de'V*y became moved with the deepest emotion 
and his eyes brimmed with tears. Then he comforted me and carried 
me with him and committed me to the Queen his mother, who also 
lent kindly eat to my tale of the past, fiist and last, and hearing it 
she also was greatly gueved, and wearied not day or night in tending 
me and (as far as in her lay) stuvmg to make me happy Seeing, 
moreover, that her son was deeply enamoured of me and love- 
distraught, she agreed to my becoming his wife, while I also consented 
when I looked upon his handsome and noble face and figute and to 
his proved affection for me and his goodness of heart. Accordingly, 
m due rime the mamage was celebrated with royal pomp and circum¬ 
stance. But what escape is there from Fate ? On that very night, 
the night of the wedding, a King of Zan/abai who dwelt haid by that 
island, and had eicivhile practised against the kingdom, seizing his 
oppoitunity, attacked us with a mighty mmy, and having put many 
to death, bethought him to take me and my husband alive. But we 
escaped fiom his hands and fleeing undei the murks of night to the 
sea-shoie found there a fi&hciman’s boat, which we entered thanking 
oui stars and launched it and floated far away on the cuuent, 
unknowing whilhei Destiny was directing us. On the third day 
we espied a vessel making us, wheieat we rejoiced with joy ex¬ 
cessive, deeming her to be some merchantman coming to oui 
aidance. No soonei had it lain alongside, howevei, than up there 
spiang five or six piiates, 1 each brandishing a naked brand in 
hand, and boaiding us tied our aims behind us and cairied us to 
then ci aft. They then taie the veil from my face and forthwith 
desired to possess me, each saying to othei, “I will enjoy this 
wench.” On this wise wrangling and jangling ensued till right 
soon it turned to battle and bloodshed, when moment by moment 
and one by one the ravisheis fell dead until all were slain save a 
single piiate, the bravest of the band. Quoth he to 111 c, “Thou 
shalt faie with me to Cano, where dwelleth a friend of mine and to 
him will I give thee, for erewhile I promised him that on ill is 
voyage I would secuie for him a fail woman for handmaid.” 
Then seeing my husband, whom the piiates had left in bonds, he 
exclaimed, u Who may be this hound ? Is he to thee a lovei or a 

1 In ihe text “ Kazzrtk”=Cossacks, bandits, mounted highwaymen; the 
woid is well known in India, wlieic it is written in two different ways, and the late 
Mr. John Shakespear in his excellent Dictionary need hardly have marked the 
origin “ U ” (unknown). 
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friend? 1 ’ and I made answci, “ He is my wedded husband." “ ’Tis 
well,” ciicd lie: “in veiy sooth it behoveth me to 1 el ease him 
from the bitter pangs of jealousy and the sight of thee enfolded 
in another’s fond embrace.” Whereat the luffian laiscd aloft the 
ill-fated Prince, bound foot and hand, and cast him into the sea, 
while I shrieked aloud and nnploied his meicy, but all in vain. 
Seeing the lhnice snuggling and drowning in the waves I cried out 
and scieamed and buffeted my face and laic my hail and would 
fain have cast myself mto the waters but I could not, foi he held me 
fast and lashed me to the mainmast Then, piusuing 0111 course 
with favouiing winds, we soon amved at a small port-village where 
he bought camels and boy-slaves and journeyed on towards Cairo; 
but when seveial stages of the road veto left behind us, the Abys¬ 
sinian who dwelt in this castle suddenly oveitook us. From a fin 
we deemed him to be a lofty towci, and when near us could haidly 

believe lum to be a human being-And as the mom began to 

dawn Shahiazad held her peace till 

tllic cut of the JFtuc )>irtuc& ant J&tncty.mn4 Jftiff&f, 

Then said she •- 1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that the 

Piinccss of Daryabai continued •—At once unsheathing his huge 
■avoid the Habashi made for the piiate and 01 dcied him to suirendei 
himself prisonei, with me and all his slaves, and with pinioned 
elbows to accompany him Heieat the lobbet with hot coinage 
and heading his followers lushed fieicely on the Abyssinian, and 
for a long time the fight ingcd thick and fast, till he and his lay 
dead upon the field; whereupon the Abyssinian led off the camels 
and camed me and the piiate's coipse to this castle, and devoured 
the flesh of Ins foe at Ins evening meal. Then tinning to me as I 
wept with hitter weeping he said, “ Danish fioin thy bicast this woe 
and this angry mood ; and abide m this castle at peifect case and 
in comfort, and solace thyself with my embraces. Howevei, since 
thou appealed at this present to be m dire clistiess, I will excuse 
thee for to-night, but without fail I shall lequire thee of thyself on 
the morrow.” He then led me into a sepaiate chamhci and locking 
fast the gates and doois, fell asleep alone in anothei place. Aiming 
early on the next morning he searched the castle lound about, 
unlocked the wicket, which he closed again, and sallied forth, 
according to his custom, in quest of wayfaieis. But the caravan 
escaped him and anon he letumed empty-handed when thou didst 
set upon him and slay him On this wise the Princess of Dary- 
abar related het history to Piinee Khudadad, who was moved with 
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ruth foi hei : then comfoiting her he said, f ‘Henceforth fear naught 
nor be on any wise dismayed. These princes are the sons of the 
King of Hanan; and if it please thee, let them lead thee to his 
couit and stnblish thee in comfort and luxuiy: the King also will 
guaid thee fi0111 all evil. Or, shouldest thou be loath to fate with 
them, wjlt thou not consent to take foi spouse him svho hath 
lescued thee fioni su gieat calamity?” The Princess ofDaiyabai 
consented to wed with him and foithwith the maninge was cele- 
biated with grand display in the castle, and heie they found meals 
and diinks of sundry soits, and delicious fruits and fine wines 
wherewith the cannibal would icgale himself when a-weary of 
man’s flesh. So Khudadacl made leady dishes of every colom 
and feasted his biotheis. Next day taking with them such pro- 
vaunt ns was at hand, all set foith for Hainan, and at the close of 
each stage they chose a suitable stead for nighting; and, when but 
one day’s journey lay bcfoie them, the Princes supped that night 
off what was left to them of then viaticum and chained all the 
wine that remained, But when the drink had masteied their wits, 
Khudadad thus addiessed his biotheis, saying, “Plitheito have I 
withheld from you the secret of my birth, which now I must 
disclose. Know ye, then, that I am youi hi other, foi I also am 
a son of the King of Hmrnn, whom the Lord of Sanmtia-lnnd 
In ought up and bade educate; and lastly, my mother is the 
Princess Fiuuah” Then to the Piincess of Daryabar• “Thou 
didst not recognise my rank and pedigice and, had I discovered 
myself erewhile, haply thou hadst been spaied the mortification of 
being wooed by a man of vulgar blood. But now ease thy mind, 
foi that thy husband is a Prince.” Quoth she, “Albeit thou 
discoveiedst to me naught until this time, still my heart fell 
assured that thou wiy>t of noble bath and the son of some potent 
sovereign.” The Princes one and nil appeared outunidly well 
pleased and offered each and every warm congiatulalions whilst 
the wedding was celebialing ; but mwaidly they weie filled with 
envy and sore annoy at such unwelcome issue of events, so much 
so that when Khudadacl letiied with the Princess of Daryabar to 
lus tent and slept, those ingintes, forgetful of the seivice rendered 
to them by theii biothei, in that he had rescued them when 
piisoners in the hands of the man-clevouiing Abyssinian, remained 
deep in thought, and, seeking a safe place, took counsel one with 
other to kill him. Quoth the foremost of them, “0 my biethien, 
oui father showed him the liveliest affection when he was to ns 
naught save a \agiant and unknown, and indeed made him om 
rnler and 0111 governor; and now', healing of his victoiy won from 
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the ogre, and learning that the stranger is his son, will not our sire 
forthwith appoint this bastard his only heir, and give him dominion 
over us so that we must all be forced to fall at his feet and bear his 
yoke? My rede is this—-that we make an end of him in this veiy 
spot.” Accordingly they stole softly into his tent and dealt him from 
every side strokes with tlicii swoids, so that they slashed him in 
eveiy limb, and fondly thought that they had left him dead 
on the bed without their awaking the Princess. Next morning 
they enteiecl the city of Han an and made then salams to the 
King, who despaired of sighting them again; so he rejoiced with 
exceeding joy on seeing them restored to him safe and sound and 
sane, and asked why they had tanied from him so long. In leply, 
they carefully concealed from him then being thiown into the 
dungeon by the Ghul of Abyssinia, and how Khudadad had lescued 
them, on the contrary, all declaied that they had been delayed 
whilst a-huntmg and a-visiting the adjacent cities and countues. So 
the Sultan gave full credence to then account, and held his peace. 
Such was then case, but as legaids Khudadacl, when the Princess of 
Daryabar awoke in the morning she found hei bridegioom lying 

drowned in blood, gashed and pietced with a score of wounds- 

And as the morn began to dawn Shahiazad held her peace till 

SHje ent j of i\)i full l-Diy Bigfjt, 

Then said she:- 1 have henid, 0 auspicious King that the 

Princess, deeming her biidegroom dead, wept at this sight light 
sore; and calling to nund his youth and beauty, his valour and his 
many values, she washed his face with hei tcais and exclaimed, 
“Well-avvay and woe is me, O my lovei, O Khudadad, do these 
eyes look upon thee in sudden and violent death? Aie these thy 
biothers (the devils!) whom thy coinage hath saved, the deshoyers 
of thee ? Nay, 'tis I am thy murLhciess ; I who suffered thee to 
ally thy Fate with my hapless destiny, a lot that doometh to 
destruction all who befriend me.” Then consideiing the body 
attentively she peiceived that breath was slowly coming and 
going through his nostrils, and that bis limbs were yet warm. 
So she made fast the tcnt-dooi and lan city-waids to seek a 
surgeon, and anon having found a skilful leach, she returned with 
him, but io and behold \ Khudadad was missing. She wist not 
what had become of him, but thought in hei mind that some wild 
beast had carried him off; then she wept bitteily, and bemoaned 
her mishap, so that the surgeon was moved to ruth and with woids 
of comfort and consolation offered her house and service; and 
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lastly he bore her to the town and assigned to her a separate 
dwelling. He also appointed two slave-girls to wait upon her, 
and albeit he knew naught of her condition he was ever in 
attendance on her with the honour and homage due to the kings. 
One day, she being somewhat less sad of heart, the suigeon, who had 
now informed himself of her condition, asked her, saying, “ 0 my 
lady, be pleased to acquaint me with thine estate and thy mis- 
foi tunes, and as far as in me lieth I will strive to aid and succour 
thee.” And she, obseiving the leach to be shrewd and trustworthy 
withal, made known to him her story. Quoth the surgeon, “An 
it be thy wish, I would gladly escoit thee to thy father-in-law the 
King of Harran, who is indeed a wise sovereign and a just; and 
he will rejoice to see thee and will take vengeance on the umwtuial 
Pnnccs, his sons, for the blood of thy husband unjustly shed.” 
These words pleased well the Pnnccssj so the surgeon hired two 
diomedanes, which they mounted, and the twain set forth for the city 
of Harran Alighting that same evening at a caravanserai the leach 
asked what news had come from town; and the Keeper answered, 
“The King of Hauan had a son passing valiant and accomplished 
who abode with him foi some yeais as a stranger; but lately he was 
lost, nor doth any know of him whether he be dead or alive. The 
Princess Firuzah his mother hath sent all-whcres in search of him, yet 
hath she found nor trace nor tidings of him. His parents and indeed 
all the folk, rich and poor, weep and wail for him and albeit the 
Sultan hath other foity and nine sons, none of them can compare 
with him foi doughty deeds and skilful ciaft, nor from any one of 
them deriveth he aught of comfoit or consolation. Full quest and 
search have been made, but lutheito all hath been in vain.” The 
suigeon thereupon made known these words to the Princess of 
Daiyabar, who was minded to go straightway and acquaint the mother 
of Khudadad with everything that had befallen her husband ; but the 
suigeon, after full leflection, said, “ O Princess, shouldst thou fare 
with this intent, haply ere thou anivc thither the forty-nine Princes 
may hear of thy coining; and they, by some means or other, will 
assuiedly do thee die, and thy life will be spent to no purpose. Nay, 
rather let me go first to Pimce Khudadad's mother : I will tell her 
all thy tale and she doubtless will send for thee. Until such time 
do thou remain secret in this Serai.” Accordingly, the leach rode 
on leisui ely for the city and on the road he met a lady mounted 
upon a she*mule , 1 whose housings were of the richest and finest, 

I Here and below the Ilindostani version mounts the lady upon a camel, 
(“Usluur” or “Unth”) which is not customary in India except when criminals 
are led about the bazar. An elephant would have been in heller form, 
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while behind hei walked confidential savants, followed by a band 
of horsemen and fool-sold lets and Habashi slaves , and as she 
lode along, the people formed espalier, standing on either side to 
salute her while she passed. The leach also joined the throng and 
made his obeisance, aftei which quoth he to a bystander, which was 
a Darwaysh, “Melh inks this lady must be a Queen?" “Tis even 
so,” quoth the other; “ she is the Consoit of oux Sultan, and all 
the folk honour and esteem her above hei sister-wives, for that 
in truth she is the mother of Prince Ivhudadad and of him thou 
surely hast heaid." Heieupon the buigeon accompanied the caval¬ 
cade ; and, wiien the lady dismounted at a cathedral-mosque and 
gave alms of Aslirafis 1 and gold coins to all mound (for the King 
had enjoined her that until Khudad.id’s letuin she should deal 
charity to the poor with hei own hand, and pi ay for the youth’s 
being restored to his home in peace and safety), the mcdicmci 
also mingled with the tluong which joined in supplicitions foi 
their fa\ourite and wluspeied to a slave saying, “O my biothei, 
it behoveth me that I make known without stay 01 delay to Queen 
Fiiuzah a secret which is with me.” Replied he, “An it be 
aught concerning Piince Khudadad ’tis well. the King’s wife 
will surely give ear to thee; but an it be OLhci, thou wilt haidly 
win a hearing, for that she is distraught by the absence of hei son 
ami careth wot for aught beside.” The surgeon, still speaking 
low, made reply, “ My scciet concerneth that which is on hei 
mind.” “If this be so,” returned the slave, “do thou follow hei 
train privily till it arrive at the palace gate.” Accoidingly, when 
the Lady l'iru/ah reached her royal apartments, the man made 
petition to her, saying, “A stranger would fain tell somewhat to 
thee in private”, and she deigned give pci mission and command, 
Lsclainiing, “Tis well, let him be btought hither.” Hereupon 
the slave picscnted to her the stngeon whom the Queen with 
gracious mien bade appioach; and he, kissing ground between 
hei hands made Ins petition in these woids: “ I have a long tale 

l The Ashrafi (l'ort Xcrafim) is a gold coin whose value lias gically mailed 
with Us dale, from fom drillings upwards In The (tme) Nights we find (passim), 
dial according to die minting of the Villi Omnnade, *A 1 kI al-M.ihk bin Wauv.hi 
(•'.IT 65-8(1 = A H 685-703), the coinage of Baghdad eonsisled of thiee metals 
1 Ila <|U(U|iU' puegmia sms minimis noniina postal, auiemn Dinar dunarium, 
argciuem Diihctt (lege diilinm), Drachma, wreum fuls (fuls), fallen* jppcllaus, 
‘ ' ' Nam vera nioneU .uirea nomine fullis sigiubatiu, ut teicorum sub 

Aarone U-tscludo uissomm cpii hoc nomcn servtvvit.” (O G. Tychscn, p. 8. 
Imroduct in Rem mimanam Mulianiiiicdaiiorum.) Fm Hie dinai, daric 01 imskal, 
see The Nights, nights 11 and decccKxsii. ; lor the dirham, mghls 11 and cwin , 
elc , and fur llic Fab or ITIs=a fish scale, a spangle of metal, night In die 

debased currency of the M.noccan Fmpiro die Fals of copper 01 11011, a substantial 
coni, is worth 2,160 to the Fie rich five-franc piece. 
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to tell thy Highness whereat thou shall gieally marvel.” Then 
he described to her Khudadud’s condition, the villainy of his 
biothers and his death at their hands, and of his corpse having 
been canied off by wild beasts. Queen Firu/ah, heating of her 
son’s murthei, fell straightway a-swooning to the ground, and the 
attendants ran up and, raising hei, bespunkled her face with rose- 
watei until she lecovered sense and consciousness. Then she 
gave orders to the suigeon, saying, “Hie thee stiaightway to the 
Puncess of Daiyabat and convey to her greetings and expiessions 
of sympathy both fiom myself and fiom his she”; and as the 
leach dep.ii ted she called to mind her son and wept with sore 
weeping By chance the Sultan, who was passing by that way, 
seeing Fiiu/ah in tears and sobs, and bicaking out into sore and 

bitter lamentation, asked of her the leason theieof-And as 

the mom began to dawn Shohra/ad held hci peace till 

GTfjc cnU of tfec &V ptmliirtr nnti Find Jfllffljh 

Then said she :- 1 have heaid, 0 auspicious King, that when her 

husband enquired of Queen Fiiuzah why and wheiefoie she wept 
and wailed, and moaned and gioaned, she told him all she had 
heard fiom the leach, and her husband was filled with hot wrath 
against his sons. So he rose up and went straightway to the 
audience-chamber, where the townsfolk had gathered togethei to 
petition him and to piay for justice and lediess; and they, seeing 
lus featuies woiking with rage, wete all soie afiaid. Piesently 
the Sultan seated himself on the thione of his kingship and gave 
an older to his Giand Wnzii, saying, “ 0 Wazir Hasan, take with 
thee a thousand men of the guaid which keepeth watch and wait! 
over the palace and do thou bring hither the foity-and-nine Princes, 
my unworthy sons, and cast them into the prison appointed unto 
man-slayeis ancl murtheieis j and have a heed that none of them 
escape ” The Wazn chd as he was bidden, and sei/ing the Princes 
one and all cast them into gaol with the muitheiers and othei 
criminals, then reported his action to his liege lord. Hereat the 
Sultan dismissed sundry claimants and suppliants, saying, “For 
the space of one full-told month hencefoith it besitteth me not to 
sit in the justice-hall. Depait lienee, and, when the thirty days 
shall have passed away, do ye return hither again.” After this, 
rising from the throne he took with him the Wanr Hasan, and 
entering the apailment of Queen Finuah, gave command to the 
Mimstei that he bung in all haste and with royal state and dignity 
from the caiavanserai, the Piincess of Daiyabai and the medicmei. 

L 
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The Wazir straightway took hoise, accompanied by the Emits and 
soldiersj and, leading a fine white she-mule tichly adorned with 
jewelled tiappings fiom out of the royal stables, he iode to the 
caravanserai wherein abode the Piincess of Daiyabar. Having 
told hei all that the King had done, he seated hei upon the animal 
and, mounting the smgeon upon a steed of Tuicoman 1 blood, all 
three proceeded with pomp and giandeur to the palace. The 
shop-keepers and townsfolk lan out to greet the lady as the 
calvacade wound its way thiough the stieets; and when they 
heard say that she was the wife of Pi nice IChudadad, they lcjoiced 
with exceeding joy for that they should now receive tidings of Ins 
wheieabouts. As soon as the procession reached the palace gates 
the Princess of Daijabar saw the Sultan, who had come forth to 
greet hei, and she alighted fiom the mule and kissed his feet The 
King then raised her by the hand and conducted hei to the 
ehamljei wherein sat Queen Firuzah awaiting her visit, and all 
three fell on one another's necks and wept soie and could on no 
wise contiol their giief. But whenas their sonow was somewhat 
assuaged, the Princess of Daryabai said to the King, “O my lord 
the Sultan, I would pioffei humble petition that full vengeance 
may fall upon those, one and all, by whom my husband hath been 
so foully and cruelly murtheied.” Replied the King, “O my lady, 
i est assured that I will assuredly put to death all those villains in 
requital for the blood of IChudadad ”j presently adding, “ ’Tis true 
that the dead body of my bia\c son hath not been found, still it 
seemeth but right to me that a tomb be built, a cenotaph whcieby 
his gieatness and goodness may he held in evcilasting icmem- 
biance.” Theieupon lie summoned the Grand Wazir and bade 
that a great Mausoleum of white maible be edified amiddlcmost 
the city and the Minister straightway appointed woikmen and 
made choice of a suitable spot in the veiy centie of the capital So 
tlieie they built a gorgeous cenotaph crowned with a noble dome 
under which was sculptured a figure of IChudadad ; and, when the 
news of its completion readied the King, lie appointed a day for 
ceremonious mourning and peilections of the Koian. At the ap¬ 
pointed time and term the townsfolk gathered togelhci to see the 
funeral procession and the obsequies foi the departed ; and the 

l In the Hindi, as in Gallnnd’sxeision, the hoise is naturally enough of Turco¬ 
man blood. I cannot but think that in India we have unwisely limited ourselves 
for e.u alry-rcinounls to llie Western market, that exports chiefly the mongrel "Gulf 
Aiah,” and base neglected the far h.mliei animal, especially the Guldaii blood of 
the'lartar plains, which supply "excellent hmses whose speed and Ixmorn are,” 
siy travellers in general, " so justly celelnated lluoughout Asia.” Our piedccessors 
were too wise to " pul all the eggs m one basket.” 
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Sultan went an state to the Mausoleum togclhei with all the Wnziis, 
the Emirs and Lords of the land, and took scat upon cat pets of 
black satin purfled with flowers of gold, which were dispread over 
the nimble floor. After a while a bevy of Knights rode lip, with 
downcast heads and half-closed eyes ; and twice circuiting the dome 1 
they halted the thud time in fiont of the door, and cried out aloud, 
“ O Prince, O son of out Sultan, could \vc by the sway of our good 
swoids and the strength of our gallant arms rcstoie thee to life, 
noi heait nor force would fail us in the endeavour, but before the 
fiat of Almighty Allah all must bow the neck” Then the horse¬ 
men lode away to the place whence they came, followed by one 
hundied hemuts hoar of head and dwellers of the caves who had 
passed their lives in solitude and abstinence, nor ever held converse 
with man or woman-kind, neither did they appear in Hairan at 
any time save for the obsequies of the reigning race, In front 
came one of those greybeards steadying with one hand a huge and 
ponderous tome which he bore upon his head Presently all the 
holy men thrice compassed the Mausoleum, then standing on the 
highway the eldest cried with a loud voice, “0 Prince, could we by 
dint of orisons and devotions bung thee back to life, these hearts and 
souls of 0111 s would be devoted to quickening thee, and on seeing 
thee arise once again we would wipe thy feet with our own age-white 
beards." And when they also letired, came one hundred maidens of 
wondrous beauty and loveliness, mounted on white barbs, whose 
saddles weie richly embroidered and set with jewels; their faces were 
bare, and on then heads they boie golden canisters filled with 
precious stones, rubies, and diamonds. They also rode in circuit 
lound the cenotaph, and halting at the door, the youngest and 
fauest of them, speaking in the name of her sisterhood, exclaimed, 
“ O Prince, could our youth and 0111 charms avail thee aught, 
we would present ourselves to thee and become thy handmaids; but, 
alns! thou knowest full well that our beauties are here all in 
vain, nor can our love now warm thy clay." Then they also 
depaited in the deepest gtief. As soon as they had disappenied, 
the Sultan and all with him lose up and walked thiice round the 
figme that had been set up undet the dome; then standing at its 

l An act of woislup, sec my Pilgrimage, m whwli “ Taw,tf” = circuiting, is 
dcscubed in detail (11. 38 , lii 201 cl j eg ) A counteipart of this scene is found 
in the Histone du Sultan ^Ii/l/iiiI (lUislncl) who determined lo witness his own 
faucial Gaultier, vol. 1 pp 131-139 Another and similar incident occurs in the 
“ Nineteenth Ve/ir’s Story” (pp 213-18 of the Ilistoiy of the Forty Vezirs, be foie 
alluded lo) here I las.in of I 5 .isr.ih, an ’Alim who died 111 A II. no ( = A I). 728) 
saw in vision (the “ dm el of dreams ? ”) folk of all conditions, sages, warriors, and 
nioon-faccd maids, seeking, blit 111 vain, to release the sweet soul of the I’lince who 
had polished 
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feet the fathei said, “O my beloved son, .enlighten these eyes 
which tears for the stress of separation have thus bedimmed.” He 
then wept bmerly and all Ins Ministers and Courtiers and Grandees 
joined in his mourning and lamentations; and, when they had 
made an end of the obsequies, the Sultan and his suite ictuincd 

palace-wards and the door of the dome was locked.-And as the 

morn began to dawn Shahraiad held her peace till 

GTfjr enU of fjjc .§>(): £)imfci'cli flirt Srronto 

Then said she :- 1 have heatd, 0 auspicious King, that the 

Sultan commanded congiegational piayeis in all the mosques for a 
full-told week, and he ceased not to mourn and weep and wail befoio 
the cenotaph of his son for eight days. And as soon as this term 
was passed he commanded the Grand Wazii that vengeance be 
meted out for the number of Fiince Khudadad, and that the 
Princes be biought out fiom their dungeons and be done to death. 
The tidings weie bunted about the city, and preparations were 
made for executing the assassins, and crowds of folk collected to 
ga/e upon the scaffold, when suddenly came a report that an enemy 
whom the King had routed in bygone times was marching upon 
the city with a conquering army. ITcreat the Sultan was soie 
doubled and peiplexcd, and the imnisteis of state said one to othei, 
“Alas! had Prince Khudadad been on life he would forthwith 
have put to flight the forces of the foe however fieice and fell.” 
Natheless the Sovran set out from the city with his suite and host, 
and eke he made ready foi flight to some other land by way of the 
nvei should the enemy's force prove victorious. Then the two 
powers met in deadly combat ; and the invaclei, smiounding the 
King of Ida nan’s many on evciy side, would have cut him to 
pieces with all his wan 101s, when behold, an aimed foice hithcilo 
unseen lode athwart the plain at a pace so swift and so suic that the 
two hostile Kings gazed upon them m uttermost amazement, noi 
wist anyone whence that host canie. Dut when it diew neai, the 
horsemen charged home on the enemies, and in the twinkling of 
an eye put them to flight, then hotly pursuing felled them with the 
biting sword and the piercing spear. Seeing this onslaught the King 
of Hanan marvelled greatly, and 1 enduring thanks to Heaven, said to 
those around him, “Learn ye the name of the Captain of yonder 
host, who he may be and whence came he." but when all the 
foe men had fallen upon the field save only a few who escaped 
hithei and thither, and the hostile Sultan who had been taken 
piisoner, the Captain of the friendly foices returned fiom pm suit well 
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pleased to greet the King. And lo and behold! as the twain drew 
near one to other the Sultan was certified that the Captain was none 
other than Ins beloved child, Khudadnd, whiloine lost and now 
found. Accordingly, he rejoiced with joy unspeakable that his 
enemy had thus been vanquished, and that he had again looked upon 
his son Khudadad, who stood before him alive and safe and 
sound "O my sire,” piesently exclaimed the Prince, “I am he 
whom thou deemest to have been slain , but Allah Almighty hath 
kept me on life that I might this day stand thee in good stead 
and destroy these thine enemies.” “ O my beloved son,” replied 
1 the King, '‘surely I had despoiled and never hoped again to see 
thee with these mine eyes.” So father and son dismounted and 
fell upon each other’s necks, and quoth the Sultan, clasping the 
youth’s hands, “Long since have I known of thy valiant deeds, and 
how thou didst save thine ill-omened brothers from the hands of 
the man-devouring Abyssinian, and of the evil wherewith they 
requited thee. Go now to thy mother, of whom naught remaineth, 
through bitter tears for thee, save skin and bone: be thou the 
first to gladden her head and give her tile good tidings of this 
thy victory.” As they rode along, the Prince enquired of the 
Sultan, his sire, how he bad heard tell of the Habashi and of the 
rescue of the Princes fiom the cannibal’s clutches. “Hath one of 
my brothers,” added he, “ informed thee of this adventure ? ” “ Nol 
so, O my son,” leplied the King, “not they, but the Princess of 
Daryabar told me the miserable tale thereof: she hath dwelt for 
many days with me, and 'twas she who first and foremost demanded 
vengeance for thy bloocl ” When Khudadad heard that the 
Piincess bis spouse was his Father’s guest, he rejoiced with exceeding 
joy and cued, “Suffer me fust to see iny mother 1 j then will I 
go to the Piincess of Daryabar.” The King of Han an hereat 
shuck off the head of his chief enemy and exposed it publicly 
throughout the sheets of his capital, and all the people exulted 
mightily not only at the victory but also for the return of 
Khudadad safe and sound; and dancing and feasting were in 
evciy household Piesently Queen Firuzah and the Princess of 
Daryabar presented themselves before the Sultan and offered 
then congratulations to him, then they went to see Khudadad both 


I Here after Moslem fashion, the mother ranks before the wife : “A man can 
have many wives but only one mother.” The idea is old amongst Easterns. sec 
Herodotus and his Christian commentators on the history of Intaphernes’ wife 
(Tliatia, cap cxix.). " O King,” said that lady of mind logical, “I may get me 
another mate if God will, and other children an I lose these j but as niy father and 
my mother are no longer alive, I may not by any means have another brother,” 
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hand in hand, and the three falling on one anothei’s necks wept for 

very joy.-And as the morn began to dawn Shahra^ad held hei 

peace till 

(lT!)c cull of fbc Ipunlri-rtr nn& GTftli:* JEhffljf. 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that ahcr this 

the King and his Queen and daughter-in-law sat long conversing, 
and they maiveiled much how Khudadad, albeit he was soiely gashed 
and pietccd with the swoid, had escaped alive from that wildest of 
wolds, whereupon the Prince at the bidding of his sue told his tale 
in these words i “ A peasant mounted on a camel chanced to pass 
by my pavilion, and seeing me soie wounded and wcltenng m my 
blood, set me upon his beast and conveyed me to his house, then, 
choosing some loots of dcseil-heibs, he placed them on the hurls so 
that they kindly healed, and I speedily lecovcied stiength After 
returning thanks to my benefactor and giving him libeial largesse, 
I set out foi the city of Han an, and on the load I saw the foices oF 
die foe in countless numbeis marching upon thy city. Wheiefoie 
I made the matter known to the folk of the townships and villages 
round about and besought theit aid, then collecting a laigo force I 
placed myself at the head thereof, and ariivmg in the nick of time 
destroyed the invading hosts” Hereupon the Sultan gave thanks 
to Allah Almighty and said, “ Let all the Piuiccs who conspued 
against thy life be put to death”; and sent foitluight foi the 
Sworder of his vengeance; but Khudadad made request to Ins sue 
and said, “In good sooth, O my lord the King, they all descive 
the doom thou hast ordained, yet be not these my biethen and 
eke thine own flesh and blood? I have fieely foigiven them their 
offence against me and I humbly pray thy pardon also, that thou 
grant them theit lives, toi that blood evei callcth unto blood ” 
The Sultan at length consented and forgave their offence Then, 
summoning all the Mmisteis, he declaicd Khudadad his heir and 
successor in presence of the Princes whom he bade bring from 
the prison house Khudadad caused then chains and fctteis to 
be slacken off and embiaced them one by one, showing them the 
same fondness and affection as lie had shown to them in the 
castle of the cannibal Habaslu. All the folk on healing of this 
noble conduct ol Ptmce Khudadad laised shouts of applause and 
loved him yet mo ic than be foie. The hingcon who had done such 
good service to the Princess of Daiyabai received a lobe of honour 
and much wealth , and on this wise that which began with mishap 
had issue m all happiness. When Queen Shahraiad ended this 
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story she said to Shahryar, “O my lord, thou art doubtless astonished 
to find that the Caliph Haritn al-Rashid changed his wiath against 
Ghanim 1 and Ins mother and sistei to feelings of favour and affec¬ 
tion, but I am assured that thou wilt be the more surprised on 
hearing the story of the curious adventures of that same Caliph with 
the blind man, J 3 abi Abdullah.” Quoth Dunytuad, as was her way, 
to her sister Shall razad, “0 sister mine, what a lare and delectable 
tale hast thou told and now pnthee favoui us with anothei ” She 
replied, “ It is well-nigh dawn but, if my life be spared, I will tell 
thee as the morrow morrows a stiange and wondeiful history of the 

Caliph Haiun al-Rashid'-”-And as the mom began to dawn 

Shahrazad held her peace till 

Gljc cub of tbc &ij; i>unbt*cb mill JTomffj 
When she began to relate the History of 


THE CALIPH’S NIGHT ADVENTURE. 

I have heard, 0 auspicious King, that the Caliph Harun al-Rashid 
was one night wakeful exceedingly, and when he rose in the morning 
restlessness gat hold of him. ’ Wherefore all about him were 
troubled for that “Folk aye follow Pnnee's fashion", they rejoice 
exceedingly with his joy and aie sorrowful with his sonows, albeit 
they know not the cause why they aie so affected. Piesently the 
Commander of the Faithful sent for Masnir the Eunuch, and when 
he came to him cued, “Fetch me my Wazir, Ja’afai the Baunaki 
without stay or delay.” Accoidmgly, he went out and returned 
with the Minister who, finding him alone, which was indeed raie, 
and seeing as he drew near that he was in a melancholic humour, 

1 In Gallant! the /Intone de Gancm, fih d’.ibn Aio.ib, stn mmt/iiJ /VW.itv 
d'.lmoin , precede-, Zayn al-Asnam. In the Arab lexis C.h.uinn bin Ayjub, the 
Thull o' Love, occuis much earlier : see The Niglils, nighl xxxvin. It is clukius 
to compare the conclusions of these tales with the formal 1 of 1I10 latest specimens, 
the Contes Amies jl/odc/ nes of Spit la lley, e.g. “And the twain lived together 
fp 111 ) and had sons and daughters (p 11.), cohabiting with perfect hamiony 
(fi al-K.midl, pp 42, 79); and at last they died ami uete buried, anil so endelh 
the story ” (wa khalas p 161). 

2 In Galland and nis lianslators the Adventures of Khudadstcl and Ins Brotliers 

is followed by the Histone du Donue/n Eivt/Q, which, sls “ The bleepei anti ilie 
Walcei,” is to he found 111 the first of my Supplemental Volumes, pp 1-2S. Aftu 
this the lqmned Frencliman mtioduced, as has been slid, t he I/ ntjue de h Lamp' 
met vc 1/tense or u Alaeddin,” tu which I have assigned, ftir il.isoiis given in loco, a 
place before Klnuladad ' _ 1 
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never even raising his eyes, stopped tilt his lord would vouchsafe 
to look upon him. At last the Punce of True Bchevcis cast his 
glance upon Ja'afar, but faitluight turned away lus head and sal 
motionless as before. The Wazir desciymg naught in the Caliph's 
aspect that concerned him pevsonally, strengthened his pm pose 
and bespake lum on this wise: “ O Commander of the Faithful, 
wilt thine Highness deign suffer me to ask whence comcth this 
sadness ? ” and the Caliph answered with a cicaier brow, “ Veiily, 
O Wazn, these moods have of late become troublesome to me, nor 
are they to be moved .save by healing strange tales and verses; 
and, if thou come not hither on a piessing affair, thou wilt gladden 
me by relating somewhat to dispel my sadness.” Replied the 
Wazir, “O Commander of the Faithful, my office compelleth me 
to stand on thy service, and I would fain lemind thee that this is 
the day appointed foi informing thyself of the good governance 
of thy capital and its environs; and this matter shall, Inshallah, 
divert thy mind and dispel its gloom ” The Caliph answcied, 
“Thou dost well to remind me, for that I had wholly foigotten it; 
so fare forth and change thy vestments while I do the same with 
mine" Presently the twain donned habits of stranger merchants 
and issued out by a private postein of the palace-gat den, which 
led them into the fields. After they had skirted the city, they 
reached the Euphiates* bank at some distance from tire gate 
opening on that side, without having observed aught of disordei , 
then they crossed the river in the first feny-boat they found, and, 
making a second lound on the further side, they passed over the 
bridge that joined the two halves of Baghdacl-town. At the 
bridge-foot they met with a blind old man who asked alms of 
them ; and the Caliph turned about and crossed his palm with a 
dinar, wheieupon the beggar caught hold of lus hand, and held 
lum fast, saying, “ O beneficent man, whoso thou evei may be, 
whom Allah hath inspired to bestow an alms upon me, lefusc not 
the favour I crave of thee, which is, to stnke me a buffet upon the 
ear, for that I deserve such punishment and a gieater still.” Aflei 
these words he quitted his hold of the Caliph’s hand that it might 
smite him, yet for fear lest the stranger pass on without so doing 

he grasped him fast by his long robe.-And as the morn began to 

dawn Shahra/ad held her peace till 

(Pc cub of the |)tniirc& nrtr JF(ffl) Jftiffljf, 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that the 

Caliph, surprised by the blind man’s words and deeds said, “1 may 
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not grant thy request nor will I mmish the merit of my chaiity, 
by treating thee as thou would st have me entreat thee.” Saying" 
■these woids, he strove to get away from the blind man, but he who 
after Ins long evperience expected this lefusal of Ins benefactor, 
did his utmost to keep hold of him, and cried, “0 my lord, forgive 
my audacity and my persistency ; and I implore thee either give 
me a cuff on the ear, or take back thine alms, foi I may not receive 
it save on that condition, without falsing a solemn oath I have 
sworn before the face of Allah ; and, if thou knew the reason, 
thou wouldst accord with me that the penalty is light indeed.” 
Then the Caliph not caring to be delayed any longer, yielded to the 
blind man’s importunity, and gave him a slight cuff: whereupon he 
loosed him forthright and thanked him and blessed him. When 
■the Caliph and his Wazir had walked some way from the blind 
man, the former exclaimed, “This blind beggar must assuredly 
have some right good cause for behaving himself m such manner 
to all who give him alms, and I would fain know it. Do thou 
return to him and tell him who I am, and bid him fail not to 
appeal at my palace about mid-afternoon prayer-time that I may 
■converse with him, and hear whatso he hath to say.” Hereupon 
Ja’afar went back and bestowed alms on the blind man, giving 
him another cuff on the ear, and apprised him of the Caliph’s 
command, and leturned foitluight to his lord. Presently, when 
the twain reached the town, they found in a square a vast crow'd 
of folk gazing at a handsome youth and a well-shaped, who was 
mounted on a mare, which he rode at fullest speed round the open 
space, spurring and whipping the beast so cruelly that she was coveied 
with sweat and blood. Seeing this, the Caliph, amazed at the youth's 
brutality, stopped to ask the bystanders an they knew why he 
'tortured and tormented the mare oil such wise; but he could learn 
naught save that for some while past, every day at the same time, 
he had entreated her after the same fashion. Heieat, as they walked 
along, the Caliph bid his Wazn especially notice the place, and 
order the young man to come without failing on the next day, 
at the hour appointed for the blind man. But ere the Caliph 
reached his palace he saw in a street, which he had not passed 
thiough for many months, a newly-built mansion, which seemed 
to him the palace of some great lord of the land. He asked the 
Wazir an he knew its owner, and Ja’afar answered he did not, but 
would make enquiry. So lie consulted a neighbour, who told him 
"that the house-owner was one Khwajah Hasan, surnatned Al-Habbdl, 
■from his handicraft—rope-making; that he himself had seen the man 
.at work in the clays of his poverty; that he knew not how Fate and 
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Fortune had befriended him, yet that the same Khwajah had gotten, 
'such exceeding wealth that he had been enabled to pay honouubly 
and sumptuously all the expenses he had incurred when building his. 
palace. Then the Wazn letuined to the Caliph, and gave him a full 
account of wbatso he had heaid, whereat ciied the Prince of Tiue- 
B el levers, “I must see this Khwajah Hasan al-Habbal Do thou 
therefore, O Wazir, go and tell him to come to my palace, at the same 
hour thou hast appointed for the other twain.” The Minister did his 
lord’s bidding, and the next day, after mid-afternoon prayers, the 
Caliph retiled to his own apartment, and Ja’afar introduced the three 
persons whereof we have been speaking and presented them to the- 
Caliph. All piestiated themselves at his feet and when they lose 
up, the Commando of the Faithful asked his name of the blind 
man, wh6 answered he was hight Baba Abdullah “O Servant of 
Allah,” cried the Caliph, “thy manner of asking alms yesteiday 
seemed so strange to me that, had it not been for certain 
considerations, I should not have granted thy peLition , nay, I 
would have prevented thy giving fuither offence to the folk And' 
now I have bidden thee hither that I may know from thyself what 
impelled thee to sweat that rash oath whereof thou toldcst me, 
that I may better judge whether thou hast done well 01 ill, and if 
I should suftei thee to persist in a piactice which meseemeth must 
set so pernicious an example. Tell me openly liow such mad 
thought entered into thy head, and conceal not aught, for I will 

know the truth and the full tiuth.”-And as the mom began to- 

dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

(Tljc enli of ti)f Jbiy Ejuutnch ai\U §>ij;t(j Jfttgljt, 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Baba 

Abdullah, terrified by these uoids, cast himself a second time 
at the Caliph’s feet with his face prone to the ground, and when 
he rose again, said, “0 Commander of the Faithful, I ciave 
pardon of tliy Highness for my audacity, in that I daicd require, 
and well nigh compelled thee to do a thing which vcnly seemelln 
contrary to sound sense I acknowledge mine offence; but as I 
knew not thy Highness at that time, I implore thy clemency, and 
I pi ay thou wilt consider my ignorance of thine exalted degree. 
And now as to the extravagance of my action, I readily admit 
that it must be strange to the sons of Adam; but m the eye of 
Allah J tis but a slight penance wheiewith I have charged myself 
for an enormous crime of winch I am guilt)’, and wheiefor, an all 
the people in the world were each and ev^iy to give me a cuff 911. 
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the ear, *twouId not be sufficient atonement. Thy Highness shall 
judge of it thyself, when I, in telling my talc according to thy 
commandment, will inform thee of what was my offence" And 
here he began to relate 


THE STORY OR THE BLIN'D MAN, BABA 
ABDULLAH .* 

0 MV lord the Caliph, I, the humblest of thy slaves, was bom in 
Baghdad, wheie my father and mother, presently dying within a 
few days of each other, left me a fortune laige enough to last me 
throughout my lifetime But I knew not its value and soon I 
had squandered it in luxuiy and loose living, and I cared naught 
for thrift or for incieasing my stoie But when little was left to 
me of my substance, I lepenled of my evil courses and toiled and 
laboured hard by day and night to increase my lemaitung stock of 
money It is truly said, "After waste cometh knowledge of 
worth.” Thus little by little I got together fourscoie camels, 
winch 1 let on hue to merchants, and thus I made goodly gain 
each time I found occasion: moreover I was wont to engage 
myself together with my beasts, and on this wise I journeyed over 
all the dominions and domains of thy Highness. Buef, I hoped 
eie long to reap an abundant ciop of gold by the hit mg out of 

my baggage animals ”-And as the morn began to dawn 

Shahrazad held her peace till 

(?T&c cntJ of tijc §*rjr an® JibrrK 

Then said she:—I have heaid, O auspicious King, that Baba 
Abdullah continued his tale in these words:—Once I had carried 
merchant's stuffs to Basso tail for shipping India-wards, and I 
was leturning to Baghdad with my beasts unladen. Now as I 
faied homewards I chanced pass across a plain of excellent 
pasturage lying fallow and far fioni any village, and theie un¬ 
saddled the camels which I hobbled and tetheied together that they 
might crop the luxuiinnt herbs and thorns and yet not fare astray, 
Presently appealed a Darwaysh who was travelling afoot for 
Bassoiah, and lie took seat beside me to enjoy ease after unease; 
whereat I asked him whence he wayfared and whithei he was 

I 1 e. Daddy Abdullah; the funner is used, in I’ers , Turk., and Hindustani, for 
dad ! dear ! l Intel ' and fui die latter, see night ccccxu , 
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wending. He also asked me the same question, and when we had 
told each to other out own tales we pi educed our pi o vis ions and 
brake our fast together, talking of various matters as we ate 
Quoth the Darwaysh, “ I know a spot hard by which enholdelh a 
hoard, and its wealth is so wondet-great that shouldst thou load 
upon thy four-score camels the heaviest buithens of golden coins 
and costly gems from that treasure there will appear no rmnishing 
thereof” Hearing these wordi I rejoiced with exceeding joy, and 
gathering from his mien anti demeanour that he did not deceive 
me, I aiose forthright and falling upon his neck, exclaimed, 11 0 
Hallow of Allah, who caiest naught foi this world’s goods and hast 
renounced all mundane lusts and luxuries, assuredly thou hast 
full knowledge of this treasure, for naught remameth hidden from 
holy men as thou art. I pray thee tell me where it may be found 
that I may load my foui-score beasts with bales of Ashrafis and 
jewels: I wot full well that thou hast no greed for the wealth of 
this world, hut take, I pray thee, one of these my four-score camels 
as recompense and reward for the favoui.” Thus spake I with 
my tongue, but in my heart X sorely grieved to think that I must 
part with a single camel-load of coins and gems, withal I leflected 
that the other thiee-score and nineteen camel-loads would contain 
riches to my heart’s content. Accordingly, as I waveicd in mind, 
at one moment consenting and at the next instant repenting, the 
Darwaysh noting my greed and covetise and avarice, replied, “ Not 
so, O my brother: one camel doth not suffice me that I should shew 
thee all this hoard. On a single condition only will 1 tell thee of the 
place ; to wit, that we twain lead the animals thithei and lade them 
with the treasure, then shalt thou give me one half thereof and take 
the other half to thyself With forty came’-.’ load of costly ores and 
minerals forsure thou canst buy thousands more of camels.” Then, 
seeing that refusal was impossible, I cried, “ So be it' 1 agice to thy 

proposal and I will do as thou desircst”, for in my hcait I had 
conned the mattei over and well I wist that foity camel-loads of gold 
and gems would suffice me and many generations of my descendants ; 
and I feared lest an I gainsay him I should repent for ever and ever 
having let so gieat a treasure slip out of hand. Accordingly, giving 
full consent to all he said, I got together every one of my beasts and 
set me a-wayfanng along with the Fakh. 1 After travelling over some 
short distance we came upon a goige between two craggy mountain- 


i Here the Aral), syn. of ihe I'ers. “ Darwaysh,” which Egyptians pronounce 
“ Darwish.” In the Nile-valley the once revered title has been debased Lo an 
insult = poor devil” (see Pilgrimage, i. pp, 20 22); " Fakh” also has come to 
signily a Koran-ehaunter. 
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walls towering high in crescent form, and the pass was exceeding 
narrow so that the animals weie foiced to pace in single file, but 
further on it flared out and we could thread it without difficulty into 
the broad Wady below. No human being was anywhere to be seen 
or heaid in this wild land, so we were undisturbed and easy in our 
minds nor feaied aught Then quoth the Daiwaysh, “Leave heie 

the camels and come with me.”-And as the moin began to dawn 

Shahinzad held hei peace till 


ftftt entf of fl;c anti 

Then said she -1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that the blind 

man Baba Abdullah pm.sued his tale on thiswise.—I did as the 
Dai way sh had bidden me; and, naklung 1 all the CiimeU, I (ollowed 
in wake of him. After walking a short way from the halting-place 
he pioduced a flint and steel and struck fne therewith and lit some 
sticks he had gotten together ; then, throwing a handful of strong- 
smelling incense upon the flames, he multeicd words of incantation 
which I could by no means understand. At once a cloud of smoke 
aiose, and spireing upwards veiled the mountains, and presently, the 
vapour dealing away, wc saw a huge lock with pathway leading 
to its perpendicular face. Here the precipice showed an open 
dooi, where-tlnougli appeared in the bowels of the mountain a 
.splendid palace, the ivoikmanship of the Jinns, for no man had 
power to build aught like it. In due time, after sore toil, we 
entoied theiein and found an endless tieasure, langcd in mounds 
with the utmost ordinance and rcgulauty. Seeing a heap of 
Ashiafls I pounced upon it as a vulture swoopeth upon her quarry, 
the cai non, and fell to filling the sacks with golden coin to my 
heait's content. The bags iveie big, but I was constiained to stuff 
them only in propoition to the stiength of my beasts. The Dai- 
waysh, too, busied himself in like mannci, but he climged his sacks 
with gems and jewels only, counselling me the while to do as lie 
did. So I cast aside the ducats and tilled my bags with naught 
save the most precious of the stoneiy. When we had wiought oui 
best, we set the well-stuffed sacks upon the camels’ backs and we 
made leady to depaiL; but, befoie we left the lieasure-house, 
w'heiem stood ranged thousands of golden vessels, exquisite in 
shape and workmanship, the Darwaysh went into a hidden chambei 
and bioiight fiom out a silvern casket a little golden box full of 


I To “Nakli” is to make llie camel kneel. See \ul, ii. night lv , and lls 
reference?. 
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some unguent, which he showed to me, and then he placed it in 
his pocket. Presently, he again tlnew incense upon the fire and 
recited his incantations and conjutations, wheieat the door dosed 
and the rock became as before. We then divided the camels, he 
taking one half and I the othei ; and, passing tlnough the stiait 
and gloomy gorge in single file, we came out upon the open plain. 
Here our way parted, he wending in the diiection of Bassoiah and 
I Baghdad-wards; and when about to leave him I showered thanks 
upon the Danvaysh who had obtained me all this wealth and liehcs 
worth a thousand thousand of gold coins, and farewelled him with 
deep emotions of giatitude; after which we emhiaced and wended 
our seveuil ways. But hardly had I bidden adieu to the Fakir and 
had gone some little distance fiom him with my file of camels, than 
the Shay tan tempted me with gieed of gain so that I said to myself, 
"The Darwaysh is alone in the world, without friend* or kinsman, 
and is wholly estranged from matteis mundane. What will these 
camel-loads of filthy lucre advantage him ? Moreover, engrossed by 
the caie of the camels, not to speak of the deceitfulness of riches, 
he may neglect his piayer and worship: therefore it behoveth 
me to take back from him some few of my beasts.” With this 
resolve I made the camels halt, and tying up their foiclegs ran 
back after the holy man and called out Ins name. I-Ie heard my 
loud shouts and awaited me forthright; and, as soon as I 
approached him, I said, "When I had quitted thee a thought 
came into my mind, to wit, that thou art a leclusc who keepcst 
thyself aloof from earthly things, puic in heart and busied only 
with orison and devotion Now care of all these camels will cause 
thee only toil and moil and trouble and waste of precious time : 
'tweie bettei, then, to give them back and not run the iisk of these 
discornfoits and dnngeis.” The Danvaysh replied, "0 my son, 
ihon speakest sooth. The tending of all these animals will bring 
me naught save ache of head, so do thou take of them as many as 
thou Ustest. I thought not of the burthen and pothei till thou 
diewest my attention thereto; but now I am foiewarncd theieof; 
so may Almighty Allah keep thee in His holy keeping ! ” Accord¬ 
ingly, I took ten camels of him and was about to gang my gait 
■when suddenly it struck me, “This Fakir was unconcerned at 
giving up ten camels, so ’tweie bettei 1 ask moie of him.” Tlieie- 
upon I drew neaiei to him and said, "Thou canst haidly manage 
thuty camels, clo give me, I pray thee, othei ten,” Said he, “O 
my son, do whatso thou wishest 1 Take thee other ten camels; 
twenty will suffice me ” I did his bidding, and driving off the 
twenty added them to my forty. Then the spirit of concupiscence 
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possessed me, and I bethought me more and more to get yet 

-other ten camels from his share ; so I retraced my steps for the 

third time and asked him for another ten, and of these, as also the 
remaining ten, I wheedled him. The Darwaysli gladly gave up 
the last of his camels, and, shaking out Ins skirts, 1 made teady to 
depait, but still my accuisecl gtced stuck to me. Albeit I had 
got the four-score beasts laden with Ashrafis and jewels, and I 
might have gone home happy and content, with wealth for four- 
scot e generations, Satan tempted me still more, and urged me 
also to lake the box of ointment, which I supposed to contain 

something more precious than rubies.-And as the morn began to 

dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

GTfcc enh of tlje 1) tint veil anti Jfhntj) JiUigljl. 

Then said she 1 -1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Baba 

Abdullah continued his tale in these words —So when I had 
again fare welled and embraced him I paused awhile and said, 
“ What wilt thou do with the little box of salve thou hast taken 
to thy portion? I pi ay thee give me that also.” The Fakir 
would by no means part with it, wheieupon I lusted the more to 
possess it, and resolved in my mind that, should the holy man 
give it up of his free will, then well and good, but if not I would 
force it from him. Seeing my intent he drew the box from out 
his breast-pocket 2 and handed it to me saying, “O my son, an 
thou wouldst have this box of ointment, then freely do I give it 
to thee, but first it behoveth thee to learn the virtue of the unguent 
it contained!." Healing these words I said, “Forasmuch as thou 
hast shown me all this favour, I beseech thee tell me of this ointment 
and what of properties it possesseth.” Quoth he, “The wonders of 
this ointment are passing strange and rare. An thou close thy left 
eye and rub upon the lid the smallest bit of the salve then all the 
tieasures of the world now concealed from thy gaze will come to 
sight; but an thou rub aught theieof upon thy right eye thou shalt 
straightway become stone-blind of both.” Thereat I bethought me 
of putting this wondrous unguent to the test and placing in his hand 
the box I said, “I see thou understandesl this matter right well; so 
now I pray thee apply somewhat of the ointment with thine own 
hand to my left eyelid,’ - ’ The Darwaysh thereupon closed my left 
eye and with his finger rubbed a little of the unguent over the lid ; 

1 Ab a sign llial he parted willingly with all his possessions 

2 Arab “’Uhl )’ 1 prop = tlie bulge between the breast and the outer rolje 
which is girdled round the waist to make a pouch. See night dccxviii. 
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and when I opened it and looked around I saw the hidden hoards or 
the earth in countless quantities, even as the Fnlcii had told me I 
should see them. Then closing my right eyelid, I bade him apply 
some of the salve to that eye also. Said he, “ O my son, I have 
forewarned thee that if I nib it upon thy right eyelid thou shalt 
become stone-blind of both. Put far fiom thee this foolish 
thought: why shouldst thou bung this evil to no pm pose on 
thyself?" He spake sooth indeed; but by reason of my ncaused 
ill fate I would not heed his woids and considcted in my mind, 
“If applying the salve to the left eyelid hath pioduccd such 
effect, assmedly far moie wondrous still shall be the result when 
rubbed on the light eye. This fellow doth play me Falso and 
keepUh back fiom me the tiuth of the matter.’' When I had 
thus determined m my mind I laughed and said to the holy man, 
“Thou ait deceiving me to the intent that I should not advantage 
myself by the sectet, for that nibbing the unguent upon the right 
eyelid hath some gicater value than applying it to the left eye, 
and thou wouldst withhold the matter fiom me. It can never be 
that the same ointment hath qualities so conliaty and virtues so 
diverse.’’ Replied the othei, “Allah Almighty is my witness 
that the marvels of the ointment be none othei save these wheieol 
I bespake thee; O dear my friend, have faith in me, for naught 
hath been told thee save what is sober sooth." Still would I not 
believe his woids, thinking that he dissembled with me and kept 
secret horn me the main vntuc of the unguent, Wheiefoto, filled 
with this foolish thought, I piessed him soio and begged that he 
rub the ointment upon my light eyelid ; but he still refused and 
said, “Thou secst how much of favour I have shown to thee 
wherefore should I now do thee so duo an evil ? Know foi a 
suiety that it would bling thee lifelong giief and miseiyj and 
I beseech thee, by Allah the Almighty, abandon this thy put pose 
and Ixihese my words.” But the moic he lofused so much the more 
did I peisist, and, in fine, I made oath and swarc by Allah, saying, 
‘O Danvaysh, what things socvei I have asked of thee thou gavedst 
fieely unto me, and now rcmamelh only this request fui me to make. 
Allah upon thee, gainsay me not, and grant me this last of thy boons, 
and whatevet shall betide me I will not hold thee responsible theiefoi. 
Let Destiny decide for good oi foi evil ” When the holy man saw 
that his denial was of no avail, and that I iiked him with exceeding 
persistence, he put the smallest bit of ointnicnl on my tight lid, and, 
as I opened wide my eyes, lo and behold! both we to stone-blind; 
naught could 1 see fnr the black darkness before them, and er cv since 
that day have I been sightless and helpless as thou roundest me. 
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When I knew that I was blinded, I exclaimed, “O Dai way sh of in¬ 
omen, what thou didst foietell hath come to pass.” And I fell to 
cursing him, and saying, “0 would to Heaven thou hadst never 
brought me to the hoard or hadst given me such wealth. What now 
avail me all this gold and jewels? Take back thy forty camels 
and make me whole a gam.” Replied be, “ What evil have 1 done 
to thee? I showed thee favours more than any man hath ever 
dealt to anothci Thou wouldst not heed my icde, but didst 
ha 1 den thy bout and lustedst to obtain tins wealth and to pry 
into the hidden tieasuies of the earth. Thou wouldst not be 
content with what thou hadst, and thou didst misdoubt my words 
thinking that I would play thee false. Thy case is beyond all 
hope, foi never more wilt thou regain thy sight; no, never.” Then 
sard I with terns and lamentations, “0 Fakir, take back thy four¬ 
score camels laden with gold and piecious stones, and wend thy way: 
I absolve thee fiom all blame, natheless I beseech thee by Allah 
Almighty to icstore my sight an thou art able.” He answered 
not a word, but leaving me in miserable plight presently took the 
load to Bassorah, duvmg befoie him the fouiscore camels laden 
with wealth. I ciied aloud and besought him to lead me with him 
away fiom the lifo-dcstroymg wilderness, or to put me on the path 
of some caiavan; but he rcguided not my cries, and abandoned me 

there.-And as the morn began to dawn Shalnazad held her 

peace till 

€J)c cnli of tfjc Sip tyunlUTl nnfc tatl) JRijr&t, 

Then said she-1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Baba 

Abdullah, the blind man, resumed his stoiy, saying—So when the 
Danvaysh depaitcd fiom me I had well-nigh died of grief and 
wrath at the loss of my sight and of my riches and from the pangs 
of thirst 1 and hunger. Next day by good fortune a caravan from 
Bassorah passed that way, and seeing me in such a grievous con¬ 
dition, the nieichants had compassion on me and made me travel 
with them to Baghdad Naught could I do save beg my bread 
in Older to keep myself alive; so I became a mendicant and 
made this vow to Allah Almighty that, as a punishment for this 
my unlucky gieed and cursed covetise, I would lequirc a cuff upon 
my eai fiom eveiyone who might take pity on niy case and give 

1 Tlinst vciy justly lakes pictedence of hunger: a man may fast for forty 
days, hut without water in a tropica) country lie would die within a week _ For 
a description of Llie honors of thnst see my "First Footsteps m East Africa,” 
I'P JS7-8. 
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an alms. On this wise it was that yesteiday I pursued thee with 
such pertinacity.” When the blind man made an end of his story 
the Caliph said, “0 Baba Abdullah' thine offence was giievous; 
may Allah have meicy on thee theiefoi. It now remaincth to thee 
to tell thy case to devotees and anchonlcs that they may offer up 
their potent players in thy behalf. Take no thought foi thy daily 
wants; I have dctcimined that for thy living thou shalt have a 
dole of four duliams a day from my royal treasury accoidmg to 
thy need as long as thou mayest live. But see that thou go no 
more to ask for alms about my city.” So Baba Abdullah returned 
thanks to the Piinee ol Tiue Believers, saying, “I will do according 
to thy bidding.” Now when Lhe Caliph Hat tin al-Rashid had heard 
the story of Baba Abdullah and the Danvaysh, he tinned to and 
addiessed the young man whom he had seen tiding at fullest speed 
upon the maie and savagely lashing and ill-ticating hei, “What 
is thy name ? ” quoth he, and quoth the youth, bowing his brow 
ground*aids, “My name, O Commands of the Faithful, is Sidi 
Nu’uni.in. 1 ” Then said the Caliph, “ Heaiken now, O Sich 
Nu’urnan \ Oft-times have I watched the horsemen exercise their 
horses, and I myself have often done likewise, but never saw I any 
who rode so mercilessly as thou didst ride thy mare, foi thou didst 
ply both whip and shovel-iron in cruellest fashion. The folk all 
stood to gaze with wonderment, but chiefly I, who was constiained 
against my wish to stop and ask the cause of the bystanders. None 
however, could make clear the mattci, and all men said that thou art 
wont each day to lide the mare in this most brutal fashion, whereat 
my mind mai veiled all the moie I now would ask of thee the cause 
of this thy ruthless savagery, and see that thou tell me every whit 
and leave not aught unsaid.” Sidi Nu’uman, hearing the Older of 
the Commander of the Faithful, became aware he was fully bent upon 
hearing the whole matter, and would on no wise suffer him to depart 
until all was explained. So the colour of his countenance changed, 
and he stood speechless like a statue through fear and trepidation \ 
whereat said the Piince of Tiuc Bclieveis, “O Sidi Nn’uinan, fear 
naught but tell me all thy tale. Regard me in the light of one of 
thy friends and speak without reserve, and explain to me the matter 
fully as thou wouldst do hadst thou been speaking to thy familiars. 


i In Galland it is Sidi Noimun ; in many English translations, as in the 
“ Lucknow” (Newul Kishuic Press, 1S80), it has become " Sidi Nonman,” The 
word lias occimcd in King Omni bin al-jSVuman, nights xlv. exxi and ccclxxw. 
l'or Sidi = my lord, see night ccccKwu. ; Byiun, m The Coisair, ii 2, seems to 
mistake it for “S.iyvkl ” 

High m his hall reclines the tuibail'd Seyd, 

Around—the. hcaidcd chiefs he came to lead. 



History oj Snii Hu'uman. 


179 


Moreover, an thou art afiaid of any matter which thou shalt confide 
to me and if thou dread my indignation, I giant thee immunity and a 
free paidon.” At these comforting wends of the Caliph, Sidi Nu’urnan 
took courage, and with clasped hands leplied, “ I trust I have not in 
Lins matter done aught contrary to thy Highness’s law and custom, 
and therefore will I willingly obey thy bidding and relate to thee all 
my tale. If I have offended in anything then am I woilhy of thy 
punishment. Tis true that I have daily exeicised the mate and licldcn 
liei at speed around thehippodioine.as thousavest mcdo;nnd I lnshecl 
and goied hei vith all my might. Thou hadst compassion on the maie 
and didst deem me ciuel-hearted to entieal her thus, but when thou 
shalt have heatd all my adventure thou wilt admit, Inshallah—God 
willing 1 —that tins be only a trifling penalty for her offence, and 
that not she but I dcseive thy pity and pnidon ! With thy permission 

1 will now begin my story.”-And as the morn began to dawn 

•Shahiazad held hei peace till 


CTIjc entr of tfjc Siy Ipmrtirclr ant ©lehtntb JlDifpbh 

Then said she ■-1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that the Caliph 

Harun al-llashid accorded the youth permission to speak, and that 
the liefer of the mine began in these woids (be 


HISTORY OF SIDI NU’UMAN. 

O lord of beneficence and benevolence, my parents were possessed 
of wealth and riches sufficient to provide their son when they died 
with ample means foi a lifelong livelihood so that he might pass 
lus days like a Giandcc of the laud in ease and joyance and 
delight. I—theii only child—had nor caie 1101 tiouble about 
any matter until one day of the days, when in the pumc of 
manhood I was a-minded to take unto me a wife, a ivOman 
winsome and comely to look upon, that we might live together 
in mutual love and double blessedness. But Allah Almighty willed 
not that a model helpmate become mine; nay, Destiny wedded 
me to grief and the direst misery. I marued a rnaid who in 
outward form and featuies was a model of beauty and loveliness 
without, however, one single gracious gift of mind or soul; 
.and on the veiy second day after the wedding hei evil nature began 
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to manifest itself. Thou art well awaic, 0 Piince of True Believeis, 
that by Moslem custom none may look upon the face of his betrothed 
befoie the inamage-contiact, nor after wedlock can he complain 
.should his biidc piove a shicw or a fright : he must needs dwell with 
hei in such content as he may and be thankful foi his fate, be it fair 
or unfaii. When I fust saw the face of my biide and leaint that it 
was passing comely, I joyed with exceeding joy and gave thanks to 
Almighty Allah tlruL he had bestowed on me so chainung a mate. 
That night I slept with her in joy and love-delight but next day 
when the noon-meal was spieacl foi me and hci, I found her not at 
table and sent to summon her; and aftei some delay she came and 
sat hei down I dissembled my annoyance and foiboie foi this late- 
coming to find fault with her; which I soon had ample reason to do 
It so happened that amongst the many dishes which weic seived up 
to ns was a fine pilaff, 1 2 of which I, according to the custom m out 
city, began to eat with a spoon , but she, in lieu of it, pulled out an 
ear-pick from hei pocket and thetewuh fell to picking up the lice and 
ate it grain by gram. Seeing this strange conduct I was soie ama/ed, 
and fuming tnsvaidly, said in sweet tones, “ 0 my Aminah, 3 what be 
this way of eating? hast thou leaint it of thy people or ait thou 
counting grains of rice purposing to make a henity meal hereafter ? 
'] hou hast eaten but ten or twenty duung nil tins time Or haply 
thou art practising tluift. if so I would have thee know that 
Allah Almighty hath given me abundant sLoie and feai not on 
that account; but do thou, O my dcarling, ns all do and cat as 
thou scest thy husband eat” I fondly thought that she would 
assuredly vouchsafe some words of thanks, but never a syllable 
spake she and ceased not picking up giain aftei gram : nay more, 
in order to provoke vne to gieater displeasure, she paused for a 
long tune between each. Now when the next course of cakes 
came on she idly biake some bread and tossed a ciumb or two 
into hei mouth; in fact she ate less than would satisfy the stomach 
of a sparrow. I maiveiled much to see her so obstinate and self- 
willed but I said to myself, in mine innocence, “May be she hath 
not been accustomed to eat with men, and especially she may be 
too slumc-laccd to eat heaitily in piesence of her husband . she will 


1 The Tuico-Engliih form of tin Persian “ I’ulao ” 

2 i c the seemc (fom.) It was the mine of the famous concubine of Solomon 

to whom he entrusted Ins ling (night dhvj ), also of the mollicr of Mohammed, 
vho h.ning lal.cn hei .son to Al-Mntlin.rh (Valluib) died on the return journey. I 
cannot uiulei-l.uvl why the Apostle of Al-Ishww, according to his biogiaphcis and 
com men tat ois, icfuscd to pray for his pu cut’s soul, .die having been boin in Al- 
J 1 iti.ih (the interval between the fall of ChiisliamLy anti the birth of Al-Islam), 
wlv n lie had not heijnn to ptLach his “ dispensation," See T«ibaii, 11 450. 
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"Then the twain dug- up from the grave A 
corpse which had been newly buried, and the 
Ghul and my wife Aminah tore off pieces of the 
flesh which she ate, making merry the while and 
chatting with her companion.” 
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in time do whatso do other folk ” I thought also that perchance 
she hath already bioken her fast and lost appetite, or haply it hath 
been her habit to eat alone So I said nothing and aftci dinner 
■went out to smell the air and play the Jan'd 1 and thought no more 
of the matter. When, however, we two sat again at meat my 
bride ate after the same fashion as before; nay, she would ever 
pcisist in her peiveisity; whereat I was sore troubled in mind, and 
marvelled how without food she kept hciself alive. One night it 
chanced that deeming me fast asleep she rose up in stealth from 
iny side, I being wide awake: when I saw hoi step cautiously from 
the bed as one fearing lest she might disturb me. I wondered 
with exceeding wonder why she should arise from sleep to leave 
me thus, ancl methought I would look into the matter. Wheiefore 
I still feigned sleep and snored but watched her as I lay, and 
piesently saw her dress herself and leave the room; T then sprang 
off the bed and throwing on my robe and slinging my swoid across 
my shoulder looked out of the window to spy whither she went. 
Presently she ciossed the courtyard and opening the street-door 
faied forth ; and I also ran out through the entrance which she 
had left unlocked; then followed her by the light of the moon 

until she entcied a cemetery hard by our home.-And as the 

morn began to dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

QTfje call of tfie i&ij; ()itn&trtf ©inclft^ jftigtyt. 

Then said she:-1 have heard O auspicious King, that Sidi 

Nu’uman Continued his story, saying:—Put when 1 beheld Aminnh 
my bude entci the cemetery, I stood without and close to the 
wall ovei which I peered so that I could espy hci well but 
she could not discovei me Then what did I behold but Atninah 
sitting with a Ghiil 3 ! Thy Highness wotteth well that Ghuls be 
of the lace of devils, to wit, they are unclean spirits which inhabit 
mins and which terrify solitary wayfarers, and at times soiling 
them feed upon then flesh; and if by day they find not any 
tiavellei to eat they go by night to the giaveyards and dig out 
and devour dead bodies So I was sore amazed and tenified to 
see my wife thus seated with a GhuL Then the twain dug up 
fiom the grave a coipse which had been newly buried, and the 
Gbul and my wife Aminah tore off pieces of the flesh which she 
ate, making merry the while and chatting with her companion; but 

1 The tune-play : see night clcxxv. 

2 G.illaiiil has line CoiiA, i.c. a Ghul.th, a shc-Ghiil, an ogress. Bui Hie lady 
was supping with a male of that species, fui which see nights v, and dll. 
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inasmuch ns I stood at some distance I could not heai what it was 
they said. At this sight I tiomhled with exceeding feat. And when 
they had made an end of eating they cast the bones into the pit 
and thei cover heaped up the earth e’en as it was befoie Leaving 
them thus engaged in their foul and fulsome woik, I hastened 
home j and, allowing the stioet-dooi to remain half-open as my 
bnde had done, I leached my 100 m, and thiowing myself upon 
our bed feigned sleep. Presently Arninah came and doffing her 
dicss calmly lay beside me, and I knew by hci manner that she 
had not seen me at all, 1101 guessed that I had followed hci to the 
ccmcteiy This gave me gioat iclief of mind, withal I loathed to 
bed beside a cannibal and a coipsc-calei , howbeit I lay still, despite 
extiemc nuMiking, till the Mue/zin’s call foi davvn-piayeis, when 
getting up I busied myself with the Wuzil-ablution and set foilli 
mosque-wards Then having said my piayers and fulfilled, my 
ceiemonial duties, 1 I stioiled about the gaidens, and during this 
walk having turned over the matter in my mind, dcteimined that 
it behoved me to remove my bude fiom such ill companionship, 
and wean hci fiom the habit of devouting dead bodies. With 
these thoughts I came back home at dmner-time, when Aminah 
on seeing me leturn bade the seivants seive up the noontide meal, 
and we twain sat at table; but, as befoie, she fell to picking up the 
rice giain by giain. Thereat said I to hei, “O my wife, it ltkclh 
me miic.li to sec thee picking up each giain of rice like a hen. II 
this dish suit not thy taste, see theie aie, by Allah's giac.c and the 
Almighty’s favour, all kinds of meats hcfoie us Do thou eat of 
thnL which pleasolh thee most Each day the table is hespicad with 
dishes of diffeient kinds, and if these please thee not, thou hast only 
to order whatsoever food thy soul dcsireth. Yet I would ask of 
thee one question. Is there no meat upon the table as tich and 
toothsome as man’s flesh, that thou lefusest eveiy dish they set 
befoie thee?” Ere I had finished speaking my wife became assured 
that I was awaic of hci night adventuic. She suddenly waved 
wroth with exceeding in nth, hci face flushed led as fne, her eyeballs 
stalled out fiom then sockets, and she foamed at the mouth with 
ungovernable fuiy. Seeing her in this mood I was temfied and 
my sense and reason fled by leason of my aflught; but picsently 
in the madness of hoi passion she took up a tassc of water which 
stood beside her and dipping hci fingers in the contents muttered 
some woids which I could not nuclei stand; then spiinkling some 

i In the tevt “ Wa?if.ih ” prop. = a task, .1 stipend, a haluiy , lmt licic=lhc 
"Fm/” cle\ulions winch he consuieicd to be his tluly. In Sjutla-Ucy (toe. cit. 
p. 218) it is=duly, ofllce, position. 
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chops over me, cried, “Accuised that thou art! foi tins thine in¬ 
solence and betrayal do thou be straightway turned into a dog," 
At once I became trans mewed and she, picking up a staff, began to 
rib roast me right mercilessly and well-nigh killed me. Iran about 
from room to 100 m, but she puisued me with the stick, and tunded 
and bel.ibouicd me with might and main, till she was clean exhausted. 
Site then threw the street-dooi half open and as I made for it to save 
my life, attempted violently to close it, so as to squeeze my soul 
out of my body, but I saw hei design and baffled it, leaving 
behind me, however, the tip of my tail, and piteously yelping 
heieat, I escaped furthet basting, and thought myself lucky to 
get away fiom hei without broken bones. When I stood in the 
street, still whining and ailing, the dogs of the quarter, seeing a 
stiangei, at once came lushing at me barking and biting. 1 And I, 
with tail between my legs, tore along the maiket-placc and ran into 
the shop of one who sold sheeps' and goats’ heads and trotters, and 

there crouching low hid me in a dark corner.-And as the morn 

began to dawn Shahrazud held her peace till 

entr oE tlje &ljc IbmiticcU nntr uTf)ti1ccntf) i^igljt. 

Then said site:-1 have heaid, O auspicious King* that Sidi 

Nu’uman continued his story as follows:—The shopkeepci, despite 
his scruples of conscience, which caused him to hold all dogs impure, 2 
had ruth upon my sorry plight, and drove away the yelling and 
grinning cuts that would have followed me into Ins shop; and 
I, escaping this danger of doom, passed all the night hid in 
my coiner. Eaily next morning the butcher sallied foith to buy 
his usual wares, sheeps’ heads and hooves; and, coming back with 
a large supply, he began to lay them out foi sale within the shop; 
when I, seeing that a whole pack of dogs had gathered about the 
place attracted by the smell of flesh, also joined them The owner 
noticed me among the ragged tykes and said to himself, “This 
dog hath tasted naught since yesteiday, when it ran yelping 
hungrily and hid within my shop.” He then threw me a fair sized 
piece of meat, but I refused it and went up to him and wagged my 

1 For this scene which is one of every day in the East sec Pilgrimage, H. 
PP 52-54 

2 This lute of the friend of man is inheuLcd from Jewish ancestors ; and, 
wherever the Ilebiew element pievmls, the niurrle, which has lately made its 
appearance in London, is strictly enforced, as at Trieste. Amongst the many 
boons which civilisation lias confured upon Cano, I may note hydiopholna; 
formerly unknown in Egypt, the dreadful disease lias lately caused more than one 
death In India, sporadic cases ha\c at rare times occurred in my own knowledge 
since 1S45 
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tail to the end that he might know my wish to stay with him and 
be protected by his stall he, however, thought that I had eaten 
my sufficiency, and, picking up a staff /lightened me and chased 
me away. So when I saw how the butcher heeded not my case, I 
, trotted off and wandering to and fro presently came to a bakeiy and 
stood before the door wheio-thiough I espied the baker at breakfast. 
Albeit I made no sign as though I wanted aught of food, he thiew 
me a hillock of bioad ; and I, in lieu of snapping it up and gicedily 
swallowing it, as is the fashion with all dogs, the gentle and simple of 
them, nppioachcd him with it and gazed in his face and wagged my 
tail by way of thanks He was pleased by this my wcll-bied behavioui 
and smiled at me ; whereat I, albeit not one whit ftii-hungeied, but 
mciely to humour him, fell to eating the bicad, little by little 
slowly and leismely, Lo testify my lespect. He was yet moie 
satisfied with my manneis and wished to keep me in his shop; and I, 
noting his intent, sat by the door and looked wistfully at him, ivhoieby 
he knew that I desired naught of him save his pioteclion. He then 
caressed me and took charge of me and kept me to guard Ins store, 
but I would not cntei his house till afei he had led the way; 
he also showed me wheie to lie o’nights and fed me well at evciy 
meal and entreated me light hospitably. I likewise would watch his 
every movement and always lay down or rose up even as he bade 
me ; and whenas he left his lodging or walked nnywhithei he took me 
with him. If ever when I lay asleep he went outside and found me 
not, he would stand still in the street and call to me ctymg, “ Bakht 1 
Bnkht 1 * ” an auspicious name he had given to me; and sti right way 
on hearing him I would tush about and fiisk hefoic the dooi, and 
when lie set out to taste the an I paced beside him now tunning on 
ahead, now following at his heels, and ever and anon look.ng up in 
his face. Thus some time passed during which I lived with him in 
all comfort; till one day of the days it so chanced that a woman 
came to the bakeiy to buy her bicad and gave the owner seveinl 
dirhams to its puce, whereof one was bad coin whilst the otheis w eie 
good. My master tested all the silvers and, fvndmg out the 
false bit, returned it demanding a true duham in exchange, but 
the woman wrangled and would not take it back and swore that it 
was sound. Quoth the baker, “The duham is beyond all doubt a 
woi llrless. see yondei dog of mine, he is but a beast, yet maik me 
Ire will tell thee whether it be hue or false silvei *' So he called 
me by my name, “Jiakht' Bakht'” whereat I sprang up and ran 
towards him and lie, tlnowing all the moneys upon lire ground 

i In Gnllnnrl “ Roiigc.ui ” = (foi Raugv/uicl ?) n led-f.iccd (man), etc., and in 
the English \u>ion “ Chance” : " Baidu” — luck, good fortune. 
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before me, cried, “ Here, look these dirhams over and if there be a 
false com among them separate it fiom all the oi.hu.s.” I inspected 
the silvcis each by each and found the counterfeit then, putting 
it on one stele and *11 the others on anothei, I placed my paw upon 
the false silvei, and wagging what remained of my tail looked up 
at my masters face. The baker was delighted with my sagacity, 
and the woman also, marvelling with excessive maivcl at what had 
happened, took back hei bad dirham and paid another in exchange 
But when the buyer fated forth, my mastei called together his 
neighbours and gossips and ielated to them this matter, so they 
thiew down on I lie gtound before me coins both good and bad, in 
older that they might test me and see with then or\n eyes an I were 
as clevei as my mastei had said I was. Many times in succession I 
picked out the false com fiom amongst the true and placed my paw 
upon them without once failing ) so all went away astounded and 
related the case to eacli and every one they saw and thus the bruit of 
me spiead abioad thioughout the city. That livelong day I spent in 

testing da hams fair and foul-And as the mom began to dawn 

Shahiazad held her pence till 

call ot tfjc §»ij; lj>uutj'ch mrtr jFouctcrnty Jftltr&f. 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Sidi 

Nu’uman continued his story, saying:—Fiom that day foiwards 
the bakei honoured me yet more highly, and all his ftiends and 
familiars laughed and said, ‘‘Foi .sooth thou hast m this dog a 
mighty good Shroff. 1 ” And sonic envied my master his luck in 
having me within the shop, and hied oft-times to entice me away, 
but the bakei kept me with him noi would he evei allow me to 
leave Ins side ; for the fame of me brought him a host of customers 
horn every quarter of the town, even the farthest. Not many 
days after, theie came anothei woman to buy loaves at oui shop 
and paid the bakei six dirhams wlreieof one was worthless*. My 
master passed them over to me foi test and tual, and stuightway 
I picked out the false one, and placing paw theicon looked up m 
the woman’s face. Her out she waxed confused and confessed 
that it was miscoined and praised me for that I bad found il 
out, then going foiLh, the same woman made signs to me that 1 ' 
should follow hei unbeknown to the bakei. Now I had not ceased 
praying Allah that somehow He would lestore me to my human 
form and hoped that some good follower of the Almighty would 


I In the text " S.irr&f a niouey-ihangci. Sec nights s\i. and cccxlii. 
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take note of this my sony condition and vouchsafe me succoui. 
So as the woman turned se venal times and looked at me, I was 
persuaded in my mind that she had knowledge of my case; I 
theiefoie kept my eyes upon her; which seeing she came back 
ere she had stepped many paces, and beckoned me to accompany 
her. I understood her signal and sneaking out of the piesence of 
the baUe. 1 , who was busy heating his oven, followed in her wake 
Pleased bejond all measure to sec me obey her, she went straight¬ 
way home with me, and enteung, she locked the dooi and led 
me into a 100 m where sat a fair maid in embtoideted dress whom 
I judged by hci favom to be the good woman’s daughter. The 
damsel was well skilled in aits magical; so the mother said to 
her, “0 my claughlci, lieie is a dog which tcllcth bad dirhams 
fiom good diihams. When first I heaid the maivel I bethought 
me that the beastic must be a man whom some base wretch and 
cruel-hear ted had turned into a dog. Melhought that today I 
would see this animal and test it when buying loaves at the booth 
of yonder baker and behold, it hath acquitted itself after the 
fanest of fashions and hath stood the test and Inal Look well, 
O my daughter, at this clog and see whether it be indeed an 
animal or a man tiansfoimcd into a beast by giamurye." The 
young Indy, who had veiled her face, 1 hcieupon consideied me 
attentively and presently ciied, “O my mothet, ’lis even as thou 
sayest, and this I will prove to thee foithught ” Then using 
from her seat she took a basin of water and dipping hand theiein 
sprinkled some drops upon me saying, “An thou well bom a 
dog then do thou abide a dog, hut an thou weit hour a man 
then, by virtue of this water, resume thy human favom and liguic " 
Immediately I was transfoimcd fiom the shape of a dog to human 
semblance, ancl I fell at the maiden's feet and kissed ground 
befoie hci, giving her thanks; then, bussing the hem of her gar¬ 
ment, I ciied, “O my lady, thou hast been exceeding gracious 
unto one unbeknown to thee and a strangei. How can I find 
words wherewith to thank and bless thee as thou descivest? 
Tell me now, I pi ay thee, how and whereby I may shew my 
gratitude to thee? Fiona this day foilh I am beholden to thy 
kindness and am become thy slave” Then I related all my 
case and told het of Aminah’s wickedness and what of wiongs 
she had wiought me; and I made due acknowledgment to hci 
mothci fm that she had biought me to hci home. Heiewith 

l G? 11 md lias forgollen this neccssaiy detail • see night 11,, nntl elsewhere 
In Lane's Story of llie man metamoiplioscd to an ass, tlie old woman, “quickly 
cohering her face, declined llic fact.” 
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quoth the claimd to me, “O Sidi Nu'uman, I pray thee bestow 
not .such exceeding thanks upon me, foi ratliei am I glad and 
giateful in conleuing this set vice upon one so well-deserving as 
thou ait. I have been familiar with thy wife Aminah foi a long 
time bcToie thou didst many hei I also knew that she had 
skill 111 witchcraft and she likewise knowclh of my art, for we twain 
learnt togethei of one and the same mistress in the science. YVe met 
oft-times at the Hamntam as hi ends but, inasmuch as she was ill- 
mannered and ill-tempoied, I declined fmthei intimacy with hei 
Think not that it suliieeth me to have made thee recovci thy foim as 
it was afoiclime , nay, seuly, needs must I lake due vengeance of her 
foi the wtong she hath done thee. And this will I do at thy hand, 
so shalt thou have ninstciy over her and find thyself loid of thine 
own house and home. 1 Tarry heic awhile until I come again ” So 
saying, the damsel passed into another room and I remained 
sitting and talking with her mother, and piaiscd her excellence 
and kindness towaids me The ancient dame also related stiangc 
and raie deeds of wonder done by her with pure puipose and 
lawful means, till the gill relumed with an ewer in hand and said, 
“ 0 Sidi Nu’uman, my magical art doth tell me that Aminah is at 
this present away from home, but she will return thither presently. 
Meanwhile she dissembleth with the domestics and feigneth gnef at 
severance from thee ; and she hath pielendcd ilut, as Lhou sattest at 
meat with hei thou didst suddenly arise and faie forth on some 
weighty mallei, when presently a dog rushed Lhiough the open door 
into the 100 m and she drove it away with a staff.'' Then giving me a 
gugglet full of the water the maiden resumed, u 0 Sidi Nu'uman, go 
now to Chine own house and, keeping this gugglet by thee, await 
patiently Aminah’s coming. Anon she will return and seeing Mice 
will be soie peipicked and will hasten to escape from thee , but 
before '.he go foith sprinkle some diops from tins gugglet upon hei 
and recite these spells which [ .shall teach thee. I need not tell thee 
more; thou wilt espy with thine own eyes what shall happen." 
Having said these woids the young lady taught me magical plnases, 
which I fixed in my incmoiy full firmly, and after this I took my 
leave and laicwelled them both. When I leached home it happened 
even as the young magician had told me; and I had tamed but a 
shoit time in the house when Aminah came in. I held the gugglet 
in hand, and she seeing me, trembled \s ith sore trembling and would 
fain have lun away; but I hastily sptinkled some drops upon her 
and repealed the magical voids, whereat she was turned into a 

1 In the noinial fonns of this stoiy, which Galland h.is told very badly, the 
maiden would )m\e niamecl the mail she saved. 
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inure—the animal thy Highness deigned lemork but yeste?day. I 
marvelled gicatly Lo sight this transformation and seizing the mare's 

mane led her to the stable and secured her with a halter.-And as 

the mom began to dawn Shahiazad held her peace till 


0T()t tn'tf of t5c Sp ^tmaics nnt JTcffccnt?) 

Then said she :-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Sidi 

Nu’uman continued his story saying:—•When I had secured the 
mare, I loaded hci with lepioaches for her wickedness and her 
bise behaviour, and lashed her with a whip till my foie-arm was 
tired. 1 2 Then I resolved within myself that I would ucle her at 
at full speed round the square each day and thus inflict upon her 
the justest penalty." Heiewith Sidi Nu’uman held his peace, 
having made an end of telling his tale; but piesently he icsumed, 
“O Commander of the Faithful, I trow thou ait not displeased 
at this my conduct, nay lathei thou wouldst punish such a 
woman with a punishment still greater than this,” He then kissed 
the hem of the Caliph’s lobe and kept silence ; and Harun 
al-Rashid, perceiving that he had said all his say, exclaimed, “In 
very sooth thy story is exceeding stiange and rare. The wiong- 
doing of thy \iife hath no excuse and thy requital is methinks 
in clue measure and just degiee, but I would ask thee one thing— 
How long wilt thou chastise her thus, and how long nil! she 
remain in bestial guise? ’Twere bcttei now foi thee to seek the 
young lady by whose magical skill thy wife was tiansfoimed and 
beg that she bring her back to human shape. And yet 1 feai me 
gieatly lest perchance when as this sorceiess, this Ghulah, shall 
find heiself restored to woman’s form and lcsumclh hei conjuia- 
tions and incantations she may—who knoweth ?—icquite thee with 
far greatei wrong than she hath done thee heietofoic, and from 
this thou will not be able to escape” Aftei this the Ptinco of 
True Bclicveis torboie to uige the matter, albeit he was mild and 
merciful by nature,® and addiessing the thud man whom the 
Wa /11 had brought bcfoie him said, “As I was walking in such a 
quailer I was astonished to see thy mansion, so great and so grand 
is it; and when I made enquuy of the townsfolk they answeied 


1 In othei Mimlar talcs the injured one inflicts such penalty by the express 
command of his preserver, who lakes strong measures to ensure obedience, 

2 In the more finished laics of the cine “ Nights,'’ the male would have been 
resluieil to human shape after giving [he best security foi good conduct in time 
to come. 
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each and eveiy, that the palace bclongcth to one (thyself) whom 
they called Khwajah Hasan. They added that thou wast ere while 
exceeding pooi and in stiaitened case, but that Allah Almighty had 
had widened thy means and had now sent Ihee wealth m such store 
that thou hast budded the finest of buildings. Moreover, that albeit 
thou hast so piincoly a domicile and such abundance of 1 idles, 
rliou ait not unmindful of thy foimer estate, and thou dost not 
waste thy substance in uotous living 1 , but thou addest theieto by 
lawful tiade The neighbourhood all speaketh well of thee, and 
not a wight of them hath aught to say against thee , so I now w ould 
know of time the ceitainty of these tilings, and hear from thme 
own lips how thou didst gain this abundant wealth I have 
summoned time befote me that I might be assuied of all such 
matteis by actual hearsay, so fe.u not to tell me all thy talc j I 
desne naught of time save knowledge of this thy case. Enjoy thou 
to thy heait's content the opulence that Almighty Allah deigned 
bestow upon thee, and let thy soul have pleasuie therein.” Thus 
spake the Caliph, and the giaeious wouls leassuied the man. 
Then Khwajah Hasan thtew himself bcfoie the Commander of 
the Faithful, and, kissing the carpet at the foot of the tin one, 
exclaimed, “O Puncc of True Believers, I will relate to thee a 
faithful 1 elation of my adventure, and Almighty Allah be my 
witness flut 1 have not done alight conbmy to thy Jaws and yust 
conunandinents, and that all this my wealth is by the favour and 
goodness of Allah alone.” Ilarun at-Rashid heieupon again bade 
him speak out boldly and foilhwith he began to recount in the 
following woids the 


HISTORY OF KHWAJAH HASAN AL-HABBAL. 1 

0 Lord of beneficence ! obedient to thy royal behest, I will now 
infoim thy Highness of the means and the measuies whereby 
Destiny doweied me with such wealth j hut first I would thou 
hem somewhat of two amongst my friends who abode in the 
House of Peace, Baghdad. They twain are yet alive and both 
iiell know the histoiy which thy .slave shall now relate. One of 


1 />, M.istci Ifa-.m the Ropc-makei. Gallant! wutes, after European fashion 
“ Jlnssan," foi which see vol 1 night x\iv. ; and for “ Khwajah, night dlv. 
“Al-IUbldl” was the cognomen of a learned “Hafiz” {=tnu!iiiumst and Koran 
romloi), Abu f‘-h.dk llu-dmn, in Ilm Khali, n. 262, for another see iv, 410. 
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them, men call Sa’d, the other Sa’di. 1 Now Sa’di opined that 
without riches no one in this w os id could be happy and indepen¬ 
dent 5 moreover, that without hard tod and double and wanness 
and wisdom withal it were impossible to become wealthy. But 
Sa’d differing therefrom would affiiin that affluence cometh not to 
any save by deciee of Destiny and fiat of l r atc and Foi tune, 
Sa’d was a poor man while Sa’di had great store of good, yet 
theie sprang up a firm friendship between them and fond affection 
each foi other; nor were they cvci wont to diffei upon any mattei 
save only upon this, to wit, that Sa’di ic-lied solely upon delibera¬ 
tion and forethought and Sa'd upon doom and man’s lot. It 
chanced one day that, as they sat talking together on this 
matter, quoth Sa’di, ! 'A poor man is he who eitliei is bom a 
pauper and passeth all his days in want ancl penuiy, or he who 
having been bom to wealth and com (bit, doth in the time of 
manhood squander all he hath and falleth into gnevous need; 
then lacketh lie the power to icgain lus itches and to live at ease 
by wit and industry." Sa’d made ansivei, saying, “Noi wit nor 
mdustiy availetli aught to any one, but Fate alone enablcth him 
to acquire and to preserve liches. Miscty and want are but 
accidents and delibeiation is naught. Full many a poor man hath 
waxed affluent by favour of Fate and lichaids manifold have, 
despite then skill and stoic, been leduced to nnsoiy and beggary,” 
Quoth Sa’di, “Thou speakest foolishly. Howbeit put we the 
matter to fair test and find out foi ourselves some handiciaftsmau 
scanty of means and living upon his daily wage; him let us 
piovide with money, then will he without a doubt incicase his 
stock and abide in ease ancl comfoit, and so shall thou be 
persuaded that my words be due.” Now as they twain were 
walking on, they passed through the lane wheicm stood my 
lodging and saw nre a-twisting lopes, which craft my fathei and 
giandfathei and many generations befoie me had followed. By 
the condition of my home and diess they judged that I was a 
needy man; whereupon Sa’d, pointing me out to Sa’ch, said, “An 
thou wouldst make tiial of this ouv mattei of dispute, see yonder 
wight. Fie hath diselt here foi many yeais and by this hade of 
rope-making doth gain a baie subsistence foi himself and his I 
know his case right well of old. he is a woithy subject foi the 
tiial; so do thou give hrm some gold pieces and test lire matter.” 
“Right willingly,” replied Sa’di, “but first let us take full cogni- 

i = prosperity ancl “Sa’ch” = prosperous; the surname of line “Persian 

moralist," for whom see my fiiewl F. F ArUilhnot’s pleasant booklet, “Persian 
Portraits 11 (London, Qcniilcli, 1SS7), 
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zancc of hun. M So the two fuends came up to me, whereat I left my 
work and saluted them. They ictumcd my salam, aftci which quoth 
Sa’di, “Prithee what be thy name?" Quoth I, “My name is 
Hasan, but by leason of my Hade of rope-making all men call me 

Hasan al-Habbal.”-And as the morn began to dawn Shahraznd 

held her peace till 

GTfje cnli of tljc IjimtJrcti null 

Then said she:- 1 have heaid, O auspicious King, that Hasan 

al-Habbal (the Rope-makei) continued Ins story, saying:—Thereupon 
Sa’di asked me, “How faLest thou by this industry? Mcthtnks thou 
art blithe and quite content thciewith. Thou hast woiked long and 
well and doubtless thou hast laid by large store of hemp and other 
stock. Thy foibears earned on this craft for many yeais and must 
have left thee much of capital and property which thou hast turned 
to good account, and on this wise thou hast largely increased thy 
wealth.” Quoth I, “ 0 my lord, no money have I in pouch whereby 
I may live happy or even buy me enough to eat. Tins is my case, 
that every day, from dawn till eve, I spend in making ropes, nor 
have I one single moment wbciein to take rest, and still I am sore 
stiaitened topiovide even dry bread for myself and family. A wife have 
I and five small childien, who are yet too young to help me ply this 
business : and ’tis no easy mattci to supply their daily wants; how, 
then, canst thou suppose that I am enabled to put by large stoie of 
hemp and stock ? What topes I twist each day I sell sti night way, 
and of the money earned theieby I spend part upon our needs and 
with the lest I buy hemp wheiewith I twist ropes on the next day. 
However, praise be to Almighty Allah that, despite this my state of 
penury, He piovideth us with bread sufficing our necessity.” When 
I had made known all my condition Sa’di leplied, “ O Hasan, now I 
am ceilificd of thy case and indeed 'tis other than I had supposed; 
and, given that I give thee a purse ol two hundred nsluafis, assuredly 
thou shaft therewith greatly add to thy gams and be enabled to live 
in ease and affluence: what sayest thou theielo?” Said I, “An 
thou favour me with such bounty I should hope to giow richer than 
all and every of my fellow-ciaftsman, albeit Baghdad-lo^vn is pios- 
pcious as it is populous." Then Sa’di, deeming me true and trust- 
woithy, pulled out of his pocket a purse of two hundred gold pieces 
and handing them to me said, “Take these coins and trade therewith. 
May Allah advance thee, but see to it that thou use this money with 
all heed, and waste it not in folly and ungraciousness. I and my 
fnend Sa’d will lejoicc with all joy to hear of thy well-being; and, if 
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hereafter we come again and find thee in flouushing condition, ’twill 
be matter of much satisfaction to us both.’ 1 Accoidingly, O Com¬ 
mander of the Faithtul, I took the purse of gold with much gladness 
and a giateful head, and placing it in my pocket, thanked Sa'di, 
kissing his garment-hem, whereupon the two filends fared forth. 
And I, O Prince of True Bclievcts, seeing the twain depait, went on 
working, but was sore puzzled and peiplexcd as to wheie I might 
bestow the puisc; for my house contained neither cupboaid nor 
locket. Howbeit I took it home and kept the matter hidden from 
my wife and childien, and when alone and unobserved, I drew out 
ten gold coins by way of spending-money ; then, binding the purse- 
mouth with a bit of string I tied it tightly m the folds of my Unhand 
and wound the cloth around my head. Picsently, I went off to the 
market-street and brought me a stock of hemp and coming homewards 
I laid in some meat foi suppei, it being now n long while since 
we bad tasted flesh But as 1 tmdged along the load, meat in hand, 
a kite 1 came suddenly swooping down, and would have snatched the 
morsel from out of my hand had I not diivcn off the biid with the 
other hand. Then it had fain pounced upon the flesh on the left 
side but again I scared it away and thus, whilst exciting myself with 
frantic cffoits to wind off the bird, by ill luck my turband fell to 
the giound At once that accuised kite swooped down and flew 
off with it m its talons, and I tan pursuing it and shouting aloud, 
Healing my cues the Bn/at-folk, men and women and a lout of 
children, did what they could to scare it away and make the beastly 
biid diop its prey, but they shouted and cast stones in vain ; the lcilo 
would not let drop the Unhand, and piescntly flew clean out of sight. 
I was soie distiessed and heavy-hcaited to lose the ashtafis as I lned 
me home beating the hemp and what of food I had bought ; but 
chiefly was I vexed and giievcd in mind and icady to die of shame at 
the thought of what Sa'di would say, especially when I leflected how 
be would misdoubt, my words nor deem the talc tine when I should 
tell him that a kite had earned off my turband with the gold pieces, 
but rather would he think that I had practised some deceit, and had 
devised some amusing fable by way of excuse. Howbeit I hugely en¬ 
joyed what had unwarned of the ten aslnalis, and with my wife and 
children fared sumptuously foi some days Piescntly, when all the 
gold was spent and naught remained thcieof, I became as poor and 
needy as before; withal I was content, and thankful to Almighty Allah 
noi blamed my lot He had sent in His nieicy this puise of gold to 


1 This is line to nalme us may be seen any day at Bombay. The crows are 
equally audacious, and arc dangerous to men lying wounded in sohtaay places. 
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me unawares and now He had taken it away, wherefore I was 

grateful and satisfied, for what He doeth is ever well done_ 

And as the morn began to dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

(©be cut) of the £)untueti null ^rticntrcntb 

Then said she :-1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Master 

Hasan the Ropemaker continued his story in these words:—My 
wife, who knew not or the matter of the ashrafis, piesently per¬ 
ceived that I was ill at ease and I was compelled foi a quiet life 
to let her know my secret; moreovei the neighbour-, came tound 
to ask me of my case, but I was right loath to tell them all 
that had bended, they could not bring hack what was gone and 
they uould assuiedly rejoice at my calamity. However, when 
they pressed me close I told them every whit, and some thought 
that I had spoken falsely and deuded me, and others that I was daft 
and hare-biained and that my words were the wild pratmgs of an 
idiot or the drivel of dreams. The youngsters made abundant 
fun of me and laughed to think that I, who never in my bom days 
had sighted a golden coin, should tell how I had gotten so many 
ashiafis, and how a kite had flown away with them. My wife, 
howeveri gave full credence to my tale and wept and beat her 
breast for soirow. Thus six months passed over us, when it 
chanced one day that the two friends, to wit, Sa’di and Sa’d, came 
to my quarter of the town, when quoth Sa’d to Sa’di, “ Lo, yonder 
is the street wheie dwclleth Hasan al-Habbal. Come let us go 
and see how he hath added to his stock and how fai he hath 
prospeied by means of the two hundred ashrafis thou gavest 
him." Sa'di rejoined, “’Tis well said J indeed, wc have not seen 
him for many days: I would fain visit him and I should rejoice 
to hear that he hath piospered.” So the twain walked along 
towards my house, Sa’d saying to Sa’di, "Forsooth I perceivc- 
tliat he appeareth the same in semblance, poor and ill-conditioned 
as befoie, he weareth old and tattered garments, save that hi-, 
turbnnd seemeth somewhat newer and cleaner. Look 'veil and judge 
thyself an ’tis even as I said.” Thereupon Sa’di came up closer to 
me, and he also undeistood that my condition was unaltered, and 
presently the two fiicnds addiessed me. After the usual salutation, 
Sa’d asked, " 0 Hasan, how faieth it with thee, and how goeth it with 
thy business, and have the two hundred ashialrs stood thee in good 
stead and amended thy tiade?” To this answered I, “O my lords, 
how can I tell you of the sad mishap that hath befallen me? I dare 
not speak for very shame, yet I cannot keep the adventure concealed 
vor.. x. N 
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Verily a marvellous, matter and a wondrous hath happened to me, the 
tale whereof will fill you with wonderment and suspicion, for I wot 
full well that ye will not believe it, and that I shall be to you as 
one that dealeth m lies; withal needs must I tell you the whole, 
however unwillingly." Herent I recounted to them every wlut 
Hint had betided me first and last, especially that which had 
befallen me from the kite, but Sa’di misdoubted me and mis¬ 
trusted me and cried, “0 Hasan, thou speakest but in jest and 
dost dissemble with us. 'Tis hard to believe the tale thou tel lest. 
Kites are not wont to fly off with turbands, but only with such 
things as they can eat. Thou wouldst but outwit us and thou art 
of those who, when some good fortune cometh to them unforeseen, 
do straiglitways abandon their work or their business and, wasting 
all in pleasuring, become once more poor and thereafter must 
willy-nilly eke out a living as best they may. This, melhinks, 
be especially the case with thee; thou hast squandered our gift 
with all speed and now art needy as before." “O good my loid, 
not so," cried I; “ this blame and these hard words ill befit my 
deserts, for I am wholly innocent of all thou imputest to me The 
strange mishap whereof I told thee is the truest of tiuths, and to 
prove that it is no lie all the town-folk have knowledge thereof and 
in good sooth I do not play thee false. 'Tis certain that kites do 
not fly away with turbands; but such mishaps, wondrous and 
marvellous, may betide mankind especially the miserable of lot." 
Sa’d also espoused my cause and said, "O Sa'di, oft-times have 
we seen and heard how kites carry off many things besides 
comestibles, and his tale may not be wholly conti aiy to reason.*' 
Then Sa’di pulled out from his pocket a puiseful of gold pieces 
and counted out and gave me anothei tsvo hundred, saying, “0 
Hasan, take these ashrafis, but see that thou keep them with all 
heed and diligence and beware, and again I say beware, lest thou 
lose them like the others. Expend them in such fashion that 
thou mayst reap full benefit therefrom and piosper even as thou 
seest thy neighbours prosper.” I took the money from him and 
poured out thanks and blessings upon his head, and when they 
went iheir ways I returned to my rope-walk and thence in due 
time straight home. My wife and children were abroad, so again 
I took ten gold coins of the two hundred and securely tied up 
the remainder in a piece of cloth, then I looked around to find a 
spot wherein to hide my hoard so that my wife and youngsters 
might not come to know of it and lay bands theieon. Presently, 
I espied a large earthen jar full of bran standing in a comer of 
the room, so herein I hid the rag with the gold coins and X mis- 
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deemed that it was safely concealed from wife and wees--And 

as the morn began to dawn Shahiazad held her peace till 

GT f>e cat] of ffje £4' bimkrtf mill C^tctiitf) Bi$u 

Then said she:-1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Hasan 

al-Habba] thus continued his story:—When I had put the ashrafis 
a-bottom the jar of bran, my wife came in and I said naught 
to her of the two friends or of aught had happened, but I set 
out for the bazar to buy hemp Now as soon as I had left the 
house there came, by evil fate impelled, a man who sold Tnfl, or 
fuller's earth, 1 wherewith the poorer sort of women are wont to 
wash their hail. My wife would fain have bought some but not a 
single Kauri 2 or almond had she. Then she took thought and said 
to heisclf, “ This jar of bran is heie to no purpose, I will exchange 
it for the clay"; and he also, the Tail-seller, agreed to this proposal 
and went off taking the jar of bian as the price of the washing- 
earth. Anon I came back with a load of hemp upon my head and 
other live on the heads of ns many porters who accompanied me , 
and I helped them off with their burthens and, aftei storing the 
stuff in a room, I paid and dismissed them. Then 1 stietched me 
out upon the floor to take rest awhile and looking towards the 
corner where once stood the jai of bran I found it gone. Woids fail 
me, O Prince of True Pelieveis, to describe the tumult of feelings 
which filled my heart at the sight. I spiang up with all speed and 
calling to my wife enquired of her whither the jai had been carried , 
and she icplied that she had exchanged its contents for a trifle of 
washing-clay Then ciied 1 aloud, “0 wretched, 0 miserable, what 
hast thou done ? thou hast ruined me and thy children; thou hast 
given away gieat wealth to that clay-selling fellow !" Then I told her 
all that had betided me, of the coming of the two friends, and how I 
had hidden the hundred and ninety ashrafis within the bran-jar; 
and she, on hearing this, wept sore and beat her bienst and tore her 
hair crying, “Where now shall I find that clay-seller? The wight 
is a stranger, never before did I set- him about this quarter or 
this street " Then turning to me she continued, “Herein thou 


] The Veis '* (iil-i-snr-shfu"! —Wad-washing cl.iy), hie Sindi “ Mci, ,v anil 
the Arab, “ Tall” a kind of clay much used in 1 'ur.ia, Afghanistan, Sind, etc. 
Gallant! turns it into /a re it dici asset and his English translators into “scouring 
•and which women use in baths " This argillaceous earth mixed with mustard oil 
is locally used for clay, and when rose leaves and perfumes arc used, it makes a 
tolerable wash-ball See “ Scmde or The Unhappy Valley,” 1 31 

2 I’’oi the “ Cownc ” (Cypfaa monel a), see night cclxv, The liiidam or 
jlidatn (almond), used by way of small change in India, 1 have noted elsewhere. 
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hast dealt right foolishly, foi that thou didst not tell me of the 
matter, nor didst place any trust m me ; otheiwise this mishap would 
never have happened to us; no, never.” And she lamented with 
loud lamentation and bitter, wildcat I .said, “Make not such hubbub 
nor display such uouble, lest oui neighbours oveihear thee, and 
learning of oui mishap peradventuie laugh at us and call us fools 
It behovetli us to rest content with the will of Almighty Allah ” 
However the ten ashralis which I had taken fiom the two hunched 
sufficed me to carry on my tiade and to live with more of ease foi 
some short while ; but I ever grieved and I mat veiled much anent 
what could be said to Sa'di when he should come again; for inas¬ 
much as he believed me not the fust time I was assuied in my nnnd 
that now he ivould denounce me aloud as a cheat and a lint One 
day of the days the twain, to wit, Sa’d and Sa’di, came strolling 
towards my house conversing and, as usual, aigmng about me and 
my case ; and I seeing them fiom afar left off working that I might 
hide myself, as I could not foi very shame come foith and accost 
them. Seeing this and not guessing the reason, they entered my 
dwelling and, saluting me with the salam, asked me how I had faied. 
I dmst not raise my eyes so abashed and mortified was I, and with 
bended biow returned the greeting; when they, noting my sony 
plight, marvelled saying, “Is all well with thee? Why ail thou in 
this state ? Hast thou not made a good use of the gold 01 hast thou 
wasted thy wealth in lewd living?” Quoth I, <l O my loids, the 
stoiy of the ashiafis is none othei than this. When ye depat ted 
from me I went home with the purse of money and, finding no one 
was in the house, foi all had gone out somewhere, I took out theiefrom 
ten gold pieces. Then I put the rest together with the purse within 
a laige earthen jar filled full of bran which had long stood m one 
corner of the 100 m, so might the matter be kept piivy fiom my 
wife and children. But whilst I was in the market buying me some 
hemp, my wife returned home; and at that moment tlieie came in 
to her a man which sold fuller’s earth for washing hair. She had 
need thereof, withal naught to pay with ; so she went out to him 
and said, “I am clean without coin, but I have a quantity of bian , 
say me, wilt thou have that m change loi thy clay?” The man 
agreed and accordingly my wife took the eaitli of him, and gave him 
in exchange the jarful of bran winch lie carried away with him and 
ganged his gait. An ye askWherefoie didst thou not confide 
the mattei to thy spouse and tell her that thou hadst put the money 
in the jar? I on my side answer that ye gave me strict injunctions 
to keep (he money this time with the utmost heed and caution. 
Melhought that stead was the safest wheiein to atoie the gold, and 
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I was loath to trust my wife lest haply she take some coin therefrom 
and expend it upon hei household. O my loids, I am certified 
of your goodness and graciousness, but poverty and penury are 
writ m my Hook of Fate; how, then, can I aspire to possessions 
and prosperity ? Withal, never while I breathe the breath of life, 
shall I be forgetful of this youi generous favour.” Quoth Sa’di, 
“ Meseemeth I have disbursed four bundled ashrafis to no purpose 
m giving them to thee, yet the intent wherewith they were given 
was that thou shouldst benefit thcieby, not that I claim thy praise 
and thanksgiving.” So they twain compassionated and condoled 
with me in my misfoitune; and presently Sa’d, an uptight man, 
and one who had acquaintance with me since many a year, pro 
duccd a leaden coin 1 which he had picked up from the path and 
was still cairying in his pocket; and, after showing it to Sa’di, said 
to me, “Scest thou this bit of lead? Take it and by favour of Fate 
thou shalt find out what blessings it will bung to thee” Sa’di on 
espying it laughed aloud and made jest of the matter, and flouting 
said, “What advantage will there be to Hasan from this mite of 
lead and in what way shall he use it?” Sa’d handing me the leaden 
coin retoitcd in reply, “Give no heed to what so Sa’di may say, but 
keep this by thee. Let him laugh an he please. One day haply 
shall come to pass, Inshallah—an it be the will of Almighty Allah— 
that thou shalt by means theieof become a wealthy man and a 
magmfico.” I took the bit of lead and put it in my pocket, and the 

twain bade me fniewell and went their way-And as the morn 

began to dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

(F/;c cull of tfjc &ip ]')untiic& null JfDinrlccnfb 

Then said she-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Hasan 

al-Hubbal thus continued lus story:—As soon as Sa'd and Sa’di 
had departed I went on lope-twisting until night came, and when 
doffing my dress to go to bed the bit of lead which Sa’d had given 
me fell out of my pocket, so I picked it up and set it eaielessly in 
a small niche in the wall. 1 Now that very night so it happened that 
a fisheiman, one of my neighbours, stood in need of a small com 8 

1 Gallant! lias " 1111 more can de plumb” which in the Hindi test becomes 
“ Shishah-ka-pays.i"=a (pice) small com of glass: the translator also terms it a 
“ Faiklah,” for which see Nusf (alias " Nuss”), nights xsxviii., dckxxvii., 
dccccwxn and dccccxl, Glass tokens, by way of coins, were until late years made 
at Hebron, in Southern Syria. 

2 For the 11 Tak" or ' T.ik.ih ” = the little wall-niche, see night dceh\u. 

3 In the French and Knglhh versions the coin is a bit of lead for weighting the 
net. Tor the “Paysi” (pice) = two farthings, and in weight--half an ounce, sec 
Ilerklot’s Glossary, p, \c\in. 
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vHerewith to buy some twine for mending his drag-net, as he was 
wont to do during the dmk houis, in order that he might catch the 
fish ere dawn of day and selling his quairy buy victuals foi himself 
and liis household. So, as he was accustomed to lise while yet 
somewhat of night lemamed, he bade his wife go lound about to all 
the neighbours and borrow a coppei, that he might buy the twine 
required; and the woman went everywhere, fiom house to house, but 
nowhere could she get loan of a farthing, and at last she came home 
weary and disappointed. Quoth the fishennan to her, “Hast thou 
been to Hasan al-Habbal?" And quoth she, "Nay, I have not 
tried at Ins place. It is the furthest of all the neighbours’ 
houses, and fanciest thou, even had I gone there, 1 could thence 
have brought back aught?” “Off with thee, O Ia/icst of hussies 
and good-for-nothing of baggages!” cried the fisherman, “away 
with thee this instant 1 Perchance he hath a copper to 
lend us/’ Accordingly the woman, grumbling and muttering, 
fared forth and coming to my dwelling knocked at ihe door, saying, 
“ O Hasan al-Habbal, my husband is in soie need of a pice where¬ 
with to buy some twine foi mending his nets.” Minding me of 
the coin which Sa'd had given me and where it had been put 
away, I shouted out to her, “ Have patience, my spouse will go 
foith to thee and give thee what thou needest." My wife, hearing 
all this hubbub, woke fiom sleep, and I told her where to find 
the hit of money, wheicupon she fetched it and gave it to the 
woman, who joyed with exceeding j'oy, and said, “Thou and thy 
husband have shown great kindness to my man, whoiefore I 
promise thee that whatsoever fish he may chance to catch at the 
first thiow of the net shall be thine; and I am assured that my 
goodman, when he shall hear of this my promise, will consent 
thereto.” Accordingly, when the woman took the money to her 
husband and told him of what pledge she had given, he was tight 
willing, and said to her, “Thou hast done well and wisely in that 
thou modest this covenant.” Then having bought some twine and 
mended all the nets, he rose befoie dawn and hastened rivetwaids 
to catch fish according to his custom but when he cast the net 
into the stream foi the first thiow and haled it in, lie found that 
it contained but one fish and that a lull span 1 01 so in thickness, 
which he placed apart as my poition. Then he threw the net 
again and again, and at each cast he caught many fishes both 
small and gieat, but none reached in si/e that lie fust had netted. 
As soon as he returned home the fishei man came at once to me 

1 In (lie lest “ bilislit ” = the long span between thumb-tip and minimus-tip. 
Galhnd longf'lm d tine cowile etgios <! fio^oi tian 
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and brought the fish he had netted in my name, and said, “O our 
neighbour my wife piomised over night that thou should-.t have 
whatever fishes should come to ground at the first net-throw; and 
this fish is the only one I caught, Here it is, pnthec lake it as 
a thanks-offeiing foi the kindness of last night, and as fulfilment 
of the promise If Allah Almighty had vouchsafed to me of fish 

a seine-full, all had been thine but 'tis thy fate that only this one 

was landed at the first cast.” Said I, ‘“The mite I give thee 

yesternight was not of such value that I should look for some¬ 

what in return”; and refused to accept it. But after much “say 
and said ” he would not take back the fish, and he insisted that it 
was mine: whciefore I agreed to keep it and gave it to my wife, 
saying, ,f O woman, this fish is a return for the mite I gave last 
night to the fisherman our neighbour Sa’d hath declared that by 
means of that com I shall attain to much ficlies and abundant 
opulence." Then I recounted to my wife how my two friends had 
visited me and what they said and did, and all concerning the 
leaden coin which Sa’d had given to me. She wondered at seeing 
but a single fish and said, “ How shall I cook it ? Meseemeth 
’twere best to cut it up and broil it for the children, especially as 
we have naught of spices and condiments wheiewith to dress it 
otherwise." Then, as she sliced and cleansed the fish she found 
within its belly a large diamond which she supposed to be a bit of 
glass or chrystal; foi she oft had heaid tell of diamonds 1 but 
never with her own eyes had she beheld one. So she gave it 
to the youngest of the children for a plaything, and when the 
otheis saw it, by reason of its brightness and brilliancy all desired 
to have it and each kept it in turn awhile; moreovei, when night 
came and the lamp was lighted, they crowded round the stone and 
ga^ed upon its beauty, and screamed and shouted with delight. 2 


1 For the diamond (Arab. “Almas” from aSa/uis, and in Hind. “ Jllra” 
and “IVtnrnf ") sec nights dxliv. and dcccclw.Mii. I still cannot believe diainond- 
cnlling to bo an Indian art, and I must hold that it was known to the ancients 
It could not have been an unpolished stone, that “ Adamas notissimus” which 
according to Juvenal (vi. 156) Agnppa gave to his sister Maundevilk 
(A.D. 1322) has a long account of the mineral, “so hard that no man can polish 
ir,” and called Hamcse (“ Ahnrfs ?”)■ For Mr Peine and Ids theory, see night 
dcccclwviii. In most places where the diamond has been discovered of late 
years it bad been used as a magic stone, e.g. by Ihe Pages or medicine men of the 
Br.ml, or for children’s playthings, winch was the case with the Smith-African 
“ Calfres” 

2 These stones, especially the carbuncle, which give out light in darkness, are 
a common-place of Eastern folk-lore The belief in luminous jewels is not wholly 
e-vlinct in England, and I have often heard of it in the Bra7>| and upon the 
African Galwon. It appears to me that there may be a l»sis of fact to this fancy, 
the abnormal effect of precious stones upon mesmeric “ sensitives.” 
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When my wife had spread the table we sat down to supper and 
the eldest boy set the diamond upon the tray, and as soon as we 
all had finished eating, the children fought and scrambled as before 
for it. At first I paid no heed to theii noise and hubbub, but 
when it waxed exceeding loud and uksome I asked my eldest lad 
the cause why they quarrelled and made such turmoil. Quoth 
he, “The trouble and dispute are about a piece of glass which 
giveth forth a light as bright as the lamp.” Whereat I told him 
to produce it and marvelled greatly to see its sparkling water, 
and enquired of my wife when she had gotten the piece of 
chry-stal. Quoth she, “This I found within the belly of the fish as 
I was gutting it.” Still 1 did not suppose it to be aught but 
glass. Presently I bade my wife hide the lamp behind the 

hearth.-And as the morn began to dawn Shahnu,id held her 

peace till 


Cfje cnli of tfjc gitp l)uittnctr null Ctociitfctfj J&ifffyt. 

Then said she •-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Hasan 

al-Habbal thus continued his story:—And when my wife had 
hidden the lamp from view, such was the brightness of the 
diamond that we could see right well without other light; wheiefove 
I placed it upon the hearth 1 that we might work by it, and said 
within myself, “The coin that Sa'd left with me hath pioduced 
this benefit that we no longei stand in need of a lamp: at least 
it saveth us oil.” When the youngsters saw me put out the lamp 
and use the glass in its stead they jumped and danced for joy, 
and sciearned and shouted with glee so that all the neighbour 
round about could hear them, when I chid them and sent them to 
bed; we also went to lest and light soon felt asleep. Next day I 
woke betimes and went on with my work and thought not of the 
piece of glass. Now there dwelt haid by us a wealthy Jew’, a jeweller 
who bought and sold all kinds of precious stones ; and, as he and his 
wife essayed to sleep that night, by reason of the noise and clamour 
of the ctuldien, they were disturbed for many hours and slumber 
visited not their eyes And when morn appeared, the jeweller’s wife 
came to our house to make complaint both for herself and her 
husband anent the hubbub and shouting. Eie she could say a word 
of blame my wife, guessing the intent wherewith she came, addressed 


i Thu chimney and chimney-piece of Galland are not Eastern ; the II. V. uses 
“ Unhidri ’ = a place for steaming. 
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her saying, “ 0 Rahil, 1 I fear me that my children pestered thee last 
night with their laughing and crying. I crave thine indulgence m 
this matter; well thou must wot how children now cry now laugh at 
trifles. Come in and see the cause of all their excitement wherefor 
thou wouldst justly call me to account” She did accoidingly and 
saw' the bit of glass about which the youngsteis had made such 
din and uproar; and when she, who had long experience of all 
nnmier piecious stones, beheld the diamond, she was filled with 
wondciment. My wife then told her how she had found it in 
the fish’s belly, whereupon quoth the Jewess, “ This bit of glass is 
more excellent than all other sorts of glass. I too have such 
an one as this which I am wont to wear sometimes; and wouldst 
thou sell it I will buy this thing of thee.” Hearing her words the 
children began to cry and said, f * 0 mother dear, an thou wilt not 
sell it we promise henceforth to make no noise.” Understanding 
that they would by no means part with it, the women held their 
peace and presently the Jewess fined forth, but ere she took her 
leave she whispered my wife, “See that thou tell Lhe matter to 
none, and if thou have a mind to sell it, at once send me word.” 
Now the Jew was sitting in his shop when his wife went to him 
and told him of the hit of glass. Quoth he, “Go straightway 
back and offer a price foi it, saying that ’tis foi me. Begin with 
some small bidding, then raise the sum until thou get it." The 
Jewess thereupon returned to my house and offered twenty ashrafis, 
which my wife deemed a large sum to give for such a trifle; 
however, she would not close the bargain. At that moment I 
happened to leave my work and, coming home to our noon-meal, 
saw the two women talking on the threshold; and my wife 
stopped me, saying, “Tins neighbour biddeth twenty ashraiis to 
price for the piece of glass, but I have as yet given her no reply. 
What sayest thou ? ” Then I bethought me of what Sa’d had 
told me, to wit, that much wealth would come to me by virtue of 
his leaden com. The Jewess seeing how I hesitated bethought 
her that I would not consent to the price; so quoth she, “ O 
neighbour, an thou wilt not agree to part with the bit of glass for 
twenty pieces of gold, I will e’en give thee fifty.” Hereat I 
reflected that wheieas the Jewess raised her offer so readily from 
twenty golden pieces to fifty, this glass must surely be of great 
value; so I kept silence and answered her not a word. Then 
noting that I still held my peace she cried, “ Take, then, one 
hundred: this be its full value; nay, I know not in very deed if 


I e.e. “Rachel.” 
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my husbrnd will consent to so high a price.” Said I m reply, “O 
my good woman, why talk so foolishly? I will not sell it for aught 
less than an hundred thousand 1 gold coins; and thou mayest take 
it at that price but only because thou art neighbour to us.” The 
Jewess raised her oflei coin by coin to fifty thousand ashrafis and 
said, “I pray thee wait till morning and sell it not till then, so 
that my man may come lound and see it.” “ Right willingly,” 
quoth I; “by all manner of means let thy husband diop in and 

inspect it.”-And as the mom began to dawn Shahrazad held 

her peace till 


CE&e cnU of tbt Si; fouiVCrcti anti dTwcnt^ftwt 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Hasan 

al-Habbal thus continued his story.—Next day the Jew came to 
my house and I drew forth and showed to him the diamond 
winch shone and glittered m my palm with light as brig lit as any 
lamp’s. Presently, assuied that all which his wife had told him 
of its water and lustre was strictly true, he took it in hand and, 
examining it and turning it about, marvelled with mighty marvel 
at its beauty saying, “My wife nude offer of fifty thousand gold 
pieces : see now 1 will give thee yet another twenty thousand." 
Said I, “Thy wife hath suiely named to thee what sum I fixed , to 
wit, one hundred thousand ashrafis and naught less • I shall not 
abate one jot or tittle of this price.” The Jew did all he could to 
buy it foi a lesser sum ; but I answered only, “ It mattereth 
naught; an thou desire not to come to my terms I must needs 
sell it to some other jeweller.” At length he consented, and 
weighed me out two thousand gold pieces by way of cainest- 
money, saying, “To-moirow t will bring the amount of my offei 
and cany off my diamond.” To tins I gave assent and .so, on the 
day following, he came to me and weighed ouL the full sum of one 
bundled thousand ashrafis, which he had raised amongst Ills 
friends and paitncrs in business. Then I gave him the diamond 
which bad biought me such exceeding wealth, and offeted thanks 
to him and praises unto Almighty Allah foi this great good 
fortune gotten unawares, and much I hoped soon to see my 
two fi lends, Sa’d and Sa’di, and to thank them likewise. So 
first I set my house m oidei and gave spending-money to my wife 
for home-nee essanes and for clothing herself and children; more¬ 
over, I also bought me a fine mansion and furnished it with the 
best. Then said I to my wife, who thought of nothing save rich 


l In the text “lakh,” the Anglicised ■“ lac”= ioo.ooo. 
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clothes and- high diet and a life of ease and enjoyment, “It 
behoveth us not to give up this our craft, we must needs put by 
some com and cairy on the business." Accoidingly, I went to 
all the rope-makeis of the city and buying with much money 
several manufactories put them to work, and over each establish¬ 
ment I set an oveiseei, an intelligent man and a trustworthy, so 
that there is not now throughout lkighdad-city a single ward or 
quarter that hath not walks and workshops of mine for rope-making. 
Nay, further, I have in each town and eveiy district of Al-Iuk 
warehouses, all under chaige of honest supervisorsj and thus it is 
that I have amassed such a muchel of wealth. Lastly, for m\ 

own especial place of business I bought another house, a mined 

place with a sufficiency of land adjoining, and, pulling flown the 
old shell, I edified in lieu thereof the new and spacious edifice 
which thy Highness hath deigned yesterday to look upon. Here all 
my workmen are lodged, and here also me kept my office books and 
accounts j and, besides my warehouse, it contameth apartments fitted 
with furniture in simple style all-sufficient for myself and my family. 
After some time I quitted my old home wherein Sa’d and Sa'di 
had seen me woiking and went and lived 111 the new mansion, 

and not long after this removal my two friends and benefactors 

bethought them that they would come and visit me. They marvelled 
much when, entering my o(d workshop, they found me not, and they 
asked the neighbour, “ Where dwelleth such and such a ropemaker? 
Is he alive or dead?" Quoth the folk, “He now is a rich meichant, 
and men no longer call him simply ‘Hasan,’ but entitle him 
‘ Master Hasan, the Ropemaker.’ He hath built him n 

splendid building, and he dwelleth iti such and such a quartei ” 
Whereupon the two familiars set foith in search of me. 

And they rejoiced at the good report; albeit Sa’di would 
by no means be convinced that all my wealth had sprung (as 
Sa’d contended) from its root, that small leaden coin. Presently, 
conning the matter ovei in his mind he said to his comrade, “It 
delighteth me much to hear of all this good fortune which hath 
betided Hasan, despite that he twice deceived me and look from 
me four hundred gold pieces, whereby he hath gotten to himself 
these riches; for it is absurd to think that it hath come from the 
leaden coin thou gayest him. Withal I do forgive him and owe him 
no grudge." Replied the other, “ Thou art mistaken. I know 

Hasan of old to be a good man and true : he would not delude 

thee and what he told us is simple sooth. I am persuaded 111 my 
mind that he hath won alt his wealth and opulence by the leaden 
coin : howcvei, we shall hear anon what he may have to say.” 
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Converging thus, they came into the stieet wherein I now dwell 
and, seeing a large and magnificent mansion and a new-made, 
they guessed it was mine, bo they knocked, and, on the porter 
opening, Sa’di marvelled to see such giandeur and so many folk 
sitting within, and feared lest haply they had unwittingly enteied the 
house of some Emir. Then, plucking courage, he enquired of the 
porter, “Is this the dwelling-place of Khwajah Hasan al-Habbal?” 
-And as the morn began to dawn Shahia/ad held her peace till 

(Tf)c cut! of tfjc biuitucti anU ®TlucnlP=ocranli JI3i[fOf. 

Then she said--1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Hasan 

al-Habhal continued thus his story.—The potter made reply, “This 
is verily the house of Khwajah Hasan al-Habbal. He is within, and 
he sitteth in his office. I pi ay thee enter, and one of the slaves 
will make known thy coming to him.” Heieupon the two friends 
walked in, and as soon as I saw litem I iceognised them, and 
rising up to them I tan and kissed the hems of then garments. 
They would fain have fallen on my neck ancl embraced me, but 
with meekness of mind I would not suffer them so to do, and 
presently I led them into a large and spacious saloon, and bade 
them sit upon the highmost scats of honoui They would have con¬ 
strained me to take the best place, but I exclaimed, “0 my loids, 

I am on no wise better than the poor rope-maker Hasan, who not 
unmindful of your woith and goodness evei prayeth foi yoiu welfare, 
and who desorveth not to sit m higher stead than you,” Then 
they took seat and I opposite them, when quoth Sa’di, “My heait 
rejoiced! with exceeding joy to see thee in this condition, for 
that Allah hath given thee all even ns thou wishedst. I doubt not 
ihovi hast gotten all this abundance and opulence by means of the 
four hundred gold pieces which I gave to thee , but say me truly 
whcicfore didst thou twice deceive me and bespeak me falsely?” 
Sa’d listened to these words with silent indignation, and eie I could 
make icply he broke out saying, “O Sa’di, how often have I assured 
thee that all which Hasan said aforetime anent the losing of the 
ashrafis is very sooth and no leasing ? ” Then they began to 
dispute each with other, when I, recovcung from my surprise, 
exclaimed, “ O my lords, of what avail is this contention ? Ee not 
at variance, I beseech you, on my account. All that bad befallen 
me 1 made known to you; and, whether ye believe my words or 
ye believe them not, it matters but little. Now hearken to the 
whole truth of my talc.” Then I made known to them the story 
of the piece of lead which I had given to the fisherman, and of 
the diamond found in the fish’s belly; brief, I told them every 
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whit even as I have now related to thy Highness On healing all 
my adventure, Sa’di said, “O Khwajah Hasan, it seemeth to me 
passing strange that so great a diamond should be found in the 
belly of a fish, and I deem it a thing impossible that a kite 
should Jly off with thy turband, or that thy wife should giveaway 
the jai of bran in exchange for fullei’s earth. Thou sayest the 
tale is true, still can I not give credit to thy woids, for I know full 
well that the four bundled gold pieces have gotten thee all thU 
wealth.” But when they twain lose up to take then leave, I also 
arose and said, “ 0 my loids, ye have shown favour to me in that ye 
have thus deigned visit me in my poor home. I beseech you now to 
taste of my food and to tarry here this night under your sen ant’s 
roof; as to-morrow 1 would fain take you by the way of the river to 
a country-house which I have lately bought” Hereto they con¬ 
sented with some objections; and I, after giving oideis for the evening- 
meal, showed them about the house and displayed the furniture and 
entertained them with pleasing words and pleasant converse, till a 
slave came and announced that supper was seived So I led them 
to the saloon wherein were ranged the trays loaded with many 
kinds of meats; on all sides stood camphorated wax candles, 1 and 
before the table were gathered musicians singing and playing on 
various instalments of miith and merriment, whilst in the upper part 
of the saloon men and women were dancing and making much diver¬ 
sion. When we had supped we went to bed, and rising early we 
piayed the dawn-prayer, and presently embaiked on a laige and 
well-appointed boat, and the rowers rowing with a flowing tide soon 
landed us at my count!y seat. Then we strolled in a budy about 
the grounds and entered tire house, when I showed them our new 
buildings and displayed to them all that appertained thereto; and 
heieat they nmiveiled with great marvel. Thence we repaired to the 
gaiden and saw, planted in rows along the walks, fiuit-trees of all 
kinds with lipe fruit bowed down, and watered with water from the 
rivei by means of bnck-woik channels. All lound were Howeung 
shiubs whose perfume gladdened the zephyr; here and there foun¬ 
tains and jets of water shot high in air; and sweet-voiced buds 
made melody amid the leafy blanches hymning the One, the 
Eternal; in .short, the sights and scents on every side filled the soul 
with ;oy and gladness. My two friends walked about in joyance 
and delight, and thanked me again and again for bringing them to 
so lovely a site and said, "Almighty Allah piosper thee in house and 


l This use of camphor is noted by Gibbon (D. and F. iii. 195) 
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garth.” At last I led them to the foot of a tall tree near to one of 
the garden walls and shewed them a little summer-house wherein 
I was wont to take rest and refreshment; and the room was 
furnished with cushions and dnvans and pillows purfied with virgin 

gold.-And as the morn began to dawn Shnhiazad held her peace 

till 


®()c call of tfjc JMp Cjuntk'cti rmtr ©huentu.tfHtB il^ijfjt. 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Hasan 

al-Habbal thus pursued his tale :■—Now so it happened that, as we 
sat at rest within that summer-house, two sons of mine, whom I 
had sent together with their governor to my country-place for 
change of water and air, 1 2 were looming about the garden seeking 
birds’ nests. Presently they came across a big one upon the top¬ 
most boughs and tried to swarm up the tiunk and carry it off, but 
by reason of their lack of stiength and little practice they durst 
not venture so high; whereupon they bade a slave-boy, who 
ever attended on them, climb the tree. He did then bidding, but 
when looking into the nest he was amazed with exceeding amaze¬ 
ment to see it mainly made of an old turband. So he brought 
down the stuff and handed it to the lads. My eldest son took it 
from hts hands and carried it to the arbour for me to see, and set 
it at my feet saying in high glee, “ O my father, look here j this 
nest is made of cloth.” Sa’d and Sa’di wondeted with all wonder¬ 
ment at the sight and the marvel grew the gieater when I, after 
considering it closely, recognised it for the very turband whereon 
the kite had swooped and which had been borne off by the bird. 
Then quoth I to my two friends, “Examine well this tut band and 
certify yourselves that it is the self-same one worn upon my head 
when first ye honoured me with your presence.” Quoth Sa’d, “I 
know it not", and quoth Sa’di, “An thou find within it the 
hundred and ninety gold pieces, then shalt thou be assured that is 
thy turband in veiy sooth.” I said, “O my lord, this is, well I wot, 
that very turband.” And as I held it in my hand, I found it heavy 
of weight, and opening out the folds felt somewhat tied up in one 
of the corners of the cloth 3 ; so 1 unrolled the swathes when lo and 
behold ! I came upon the puise of gold pieces. Hcieat, showing 
it to Sa’di, I cried, “Const thou not lecognise this pmse?” and he 


1 “ Ab o hawa” = climate : sec vol. i , night ws.iv 

2 Gallaml makes tins .trade a linen clolh wrapped about the skull-can or core 

of the Ini band. 
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replied, '“Tis in truth the very purse of ashrafis which I gave thee 
when first we met." Then I opened the mouth and pouring out 
the gold in one heap upon the carpet, bade him count his money ; 
and he turned it ovei coin by coin and made the sum thereof one 
hundred and ninety ashrafis. Hereat waving sore ashamed and 
confounded, he exclaimed, “Now do 1 believe thy words: never¬ 
theless must thou admit that thou hast earned one-half of this thy 
prodigious wealth with the two hundred gold pieces I gave thee 
after our second visit, and the other half by means of the mite 
thou gottest from Sa’d.” To this I made no answer, but my 
filends ceased not to dispute upon the matter. We then sat down 
to meat and drink, and when we had eaten our sufficiency, I and 
my two friends went to sleep in the cool arbour; after which when 
the sun was well nigh set we mounted and rode off to Baghdad 
leaving the set van ts to follow. However, arrived at the city we 
found all the shops shut and nowhere could we get gram and 
forage for the hoises, and I sent off two slave-boys who had run 
alongside of us to search for provender. One of them found a jar 
of bran in the shop of a corn-dealer, and paying for the provision 
brought it, together with the jar, under promise that on the morrow 
he would carry back the vessel. Then lie began to take out the 
bran by handfuls in the dark and to set it before the horses 

-And as the morn began to dawn Shahrazad held her peace 

till 


CTf>e crfD of tf)c gw IpindJCfU nnk Cti)cntp*fciurt& JEhffbt. 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Hasan 

al-Habbal thus continued his story:—So as the slave-boy took out 
the bran by handfuls and set it before the horses, suddenly his 
hand came upon a piece of cloth wherein was somewhat heavy. 
He brought it to me even as he found it and said, “See, is not this 
cloth the very one of whose loss thou hast oft-times spoken to us ?" 
I took it and wondering with great wondei knew it was the self¬ 
same piece of stuff wherein I had tied up the hundred and fourscore 
and ten ashrafis before hiding them in the jar of bran. Then said 
I to my fnends, “0 my lords, it hath pleased Almighty Allah, 
ere we parted, I and you, to beai me witness of my words and to 
stablish that I told you naught save whatso was very sooth." And 
I resumed, addressing Sa’di, “ See here the other sum of money, 
that is, the hundred and ninety ashrafis which thou gavest me 
and which I tied up m this very piece of cloth I now recognise " 
Then I sent for the earthen jar that they might see it, and also 
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bade carry it to ray wife that she also might beat witness, an it be 
or be not the very bran jar which she gave in exchange for fuller’s 
earth. Anon she sent us word and said, “Yea verily 1 know it 
well 'Tis the same jar which I had filled with bran." AccokI- 
ingly Sa’di owned that he was \uong and said to S’ad, “Now I 
know that thou speakest tiuth, and am convinced that wealth 
cometh not by wealth, but only by the grace of Almighty Allah 
dotli a pool man become a rich man.” And lie begged pardon for 
his mistrust and unbelief. We accepted his excuses, whereupon we 
lehred to rest and early on the moirow my two friends bade me 
adieu and journeyed horn cm aids with full persuasion that I had 
done no wrong and had not squandered the moneys they had given 
me. Now when the Caliph I-Iauin al-Rashid had heard the story 
of Khwajah Hasan to the end, he said, “I have known thee of old 
by fair report of thee from the folk who, one and all, declaie that 
thou art a good man and Hue. Moieovei the self-same diamond 
whereby thou hast attained to so great tidies is now in my ttcasury; 
So I would fam send for Sa'di fouhught that he may see it with 
his own eyes, and weet for certain that not by means of money do 
men become or rich or poor." The Pi nice of Turn Ilelieveis said 
moreover to Khwajah Hasan al-Hjtbbal, “Go now ami tell thy 
tale to iny beastlier that he may take it down in writing for an 
everlasting memorial, and place the writ m the treasuiy together 
with the diamond ” Then the Caliph with a nod dismissed 
Khwajah Hasan, and Sidi Nu'umnn and baba Abdullah also 
kissed the foot of the thione and departed.—So when Queen 
Shahrarad had made an end of 1 elating this history she was about 
to begin the stoiy of’Alf Bab.l and the Foity Thieves, but King 
Shahryar prevented her, baying, “ 0 Shahrazad, I am well pleased 
with this thy tale, but now the dawn appealeth and the chanticleet 
of morn doth sound lus shall clarion. Tin’s day also I spate thy 
life, to the intent that 1 may listen at ray ease to this new histoiy 
of thine at the end of the coming night” Hereupon the tlnee took 

then rest until the fittest time diew neai.-And as the morning 

mon owed Shnhiayad held her peace till 

ftfoe nrtJ of lj)r Ibly lytmfiiYD anti JSig&t. 

With the dawn Dunya/ad awoke Queen Shahiazad fiowi slumber 
sweet and said, “Arise, O my sistei, but alas! ’tis a bitter thing 
to stand in awe of coming doom " Replied Shahia/ad, “ O dear my 
sister, be not thou donn-hemted • if life’s span be spent naught can 
avert the sharp-edged swoicl. Yet place thy trust in Allah Almighty 
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and put far fiom thee all such anxious thoughts : my tales are tokens 
of Me prolonged.” Wheieupon Queen S/uhrazad began to tell in 
these words the story of 


ALI BABA AND THE FORTY THIEVES , 1 


In days of yore and in times and tides long gone before there 
dwelt in a certain town of Persia two brothers, one named Kasim 
and the other ’Alf Kibri, who at their father's demise had divided 
the little wealth he had left to them with equitable division, and 
had lost no time in wasting and spending it all. The eldei, however, 
presently took to himself a wife, the daughter of an opulent 
merchant; so that when his father-in-law fared to the mercy of 
Almighty Allah, he became ownci of a large shop filled with rare 
goods and costly waies, and of a storehouse stocked with precious 
stuffs, likewise of much gold that was buried m the ground. Thus 
was he known throughout the city as a substantial man. But the 
woman whom Ali Baba had married was poor and needy ; the) lived, 
therefoie, in a mean hovel and Aii Baba eked out a scanty livelihood 
by the sale of fuel which lie daily collected in the jungle, 3 and carried 
about the town to the Bazar upon his three asses. Now it chanced 
one day that Ali Baba had cut dead branches and dry fuel sufficient 
for his need, and had placed the load upon his beasts when suddenly 
he espied a dust-cloucl spireing high in air to his right and moving 
rapidly towards him, and when he closely consideied it, he descried 
a troop of horsemen liding on amain and about to leach him. At 
this sight he was soie alarmed, and fearing lest peichance they were 
a band of bandits who would slay him and drive off his donkeys, m 
his affright he began to lun; but forasmuch as they were near hand 
and be could not escape from out the forest, he drove his animals 
laden with the fuel into a by-way of the bushes and swarmed up a 
thick trunk of a huge tree to hide himself therein , and he sat upon 
a blanch whence he could descry everything beneath him whilst none 
below could catch a glimpse of him above , and that tree grew close 

1 Mr. Coote [he cit. p 1S5) it, unable to produce a puramyfhe containing all 
0/ “ .Ah Hi bn”, but, fur the two leading incidents, he quotes Aom Prof Sakellarioa, 
Iwo tales collected 111 Cyprus. One is Morgiana marking the village doors (p. ti> 7 )i 
whichha>,occurred doubtlessnhundrcU times. The other, in llic "Story of Drakos,” 
is an ogre, bight “ Three Eyes,” who attempts the rescue of his wife with a parly 
of blackamoois (jiavpovi) packed in bales and these are all discovered and slain. 

2 -Dans ln/oiif , says Gal land. 
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beside a rock which towered high above-head. The horsemen, young, 
active, and doughty liders, came close up to the rock-face and all dis¬ 
mounted; whereat Alt Baba took good note of them, and soon he was 
fully persuaded by then mien and demeanour that they weie a troop 
of highwaymen wbo, having fallen upon a caiavan, had despoiled it 
and canied off the spoil and brought their booty to tins place with 
intent of concealing it safely in some cache. Moreover he obsetved 

that they Mere forty in number.-And as the morn began to dawn 

Shahra/ad held her peace till 

(•Hjc rni of t!)c §*ij: DuntorrU .into Sriucirtu*sijt& 


Then said she :-1 have heard, O auspicious king, that Ali Baba 

Saw the robbers, as soon as they came under the tree, each 
unbridle his horse and hobble it; then all took off their saddle¬ 
bags, which proved to be full of gold and silver. The man who 
seemed to be the captain piesently pushed forwaid-., load on 
shoulder, through thorns and thickets, till lie came to a certain 
spot wheie he uttered these strange woids, “Open, O Simsim 1 ! ” 
and fbithwith appealed a 'vide dooiway in the face of the lock. 
The robbers went in and last of all their Chief and then the portal 
shut of itself. Lung while they stayed within the cave whilst Ali 
Baba was constrained to abide perched upon the tree, leflccting 
that if he came down peradventure the band might issue forth 
that very moment and seize him and slay him. At last he had 
deteimined to mount one of the horses, and driving on his asses, to 
return low awards, when suddenly the poital (lew open. The 
robber-chief was first to issue forth; then, standing at the entrance, 
he saw and counted bis men as they came out, and lastly he spake 
the magical words, “Shut, O Simsim t" wildcat the door closed of 
itself. When all had passed vnustei and review, each slung on his 
saddle-hags and bridled his own horse and as soon as icady they rode 
off, led by the leader, in the duection whence they came. Ali Baba 
remained still perched on the tree and watched theii departure; nor 


i Ot “ S.uncam " The gram =&esatuuui Qncutale. hence the Frew h, Sesame, 
ouv>£-toi 11)0 term is calnl islicsd, like buiem, Siilam, or bhrtlam in die Direc- 
Uiriuin Vu.e Humana 1 of Johannes di Capua : I input vir ■ Ilxim in node pleniluiin 
U asceutleUvm super dornom ubi furan imendcbam, ut aceukns ail fencstr.ow ubi 
radii lune ingrctlwlonlur, et <1 icc1jam) hnne cuiiuirauoncni, scilicet sulem suleni, 
HpUcS, dunde mnplccldur lumen lune c-t sine ksione desccndelum ad {Jonwm, 
tic (pp. 24-25), par Joseph IJerenhemrg, Mcmbre de l’lnsUiut, i lc 1'jsuuilc, 
Tans, F, \ieweg, 07, Hue de Richelieu, 1687. 
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would he descend until what time they were clean gone out of sight 
lest perchance one of them return and look around and descry him. 
Then lie thought within himself, “I too will try the virtue of those 
magical words and see if at my bidding the door will open and 
close.” So lie called out aloud, “ Open, O Simsini '" And no 
sooner had he spoken than straightway the portal flew open and 
he entered within. He saw a large cavern and a vaulted, in height 
equalling the statute of a full-grown man, and it was hewn in the 
live stone and lighted up with light that came through air-holes 
and bull’s-eyes in the upper suiface of the rock which formed the 
roof. He had expected to find naught save outer gloom in this 
robbers’ den, and tie was surprised to see the whole room filled with 
bales of all manner stuffs, and heaped up from sole to ceding with 
camel-loads of silks and brocades and embroidered cloths and 
mounds on mounds of vari-coloured carpetings , besides which he 
espied coins golden and silvern without measure or account, some 
piled upon the ground and others bound in leathern bags and 
sacks. Seeing these goods and moneys in such abundance, Ali 
Baba determined in his mind that not during a few years only but 
for many generations thieves must have stored their gains and 
spoils in tins place. When he stood within the cave, its door had 
closed upon him, yet be was not dismayed since he had kept in 
memory the magical words; and he took no heed of the precious 
stuffs around him, but applied himself only and wholly to the sacks 
of ashrafis. Of these he carried out as many as he judged sufficient 
burthen for the beasts; then he loaded them upon his animals, 
and covered this plunder with sticks and fuel, so none might 
discern the bags, but might think that he was carrying home his 
usual ware. Lastly, he called out, " Shut, O Simsiin! ” and forth¬ 
with the door closed, for the spell so wrought that whensoever any 
entered the cave, its portal shut of itself behind him ; and, as he 
issued theiefrom, the same would neither open nor close again till 
he had pronounced the words “Shut, O Simsim!” Presently, having 
laden his asses Ah Baba urged them before him with all speed 
to the city and reaching home he drove them into the yard; and, 
shutting close the outer door, took down first the sticks and fuel 
and after the bags of gold which he carried 111 to his wife. She felt 
them and finding them full of coin suspected that All Baba had 
been robbing, and fell to be-rating and blaming him for that he 

should do so ill a thing.-And as the morn began to dawn 

Shahrazad held her peace till 
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(Kbc cnK of f&c iS'iy (junltrrti airtr GRutiify sctornty Btirbt. 

Then said she:-1 have heaid, O auspicious King, that quoth 

Ali Baba to his wife:—“Indeed I am no tobbet and lather do thou 
rejoice with me at our good fortune,” Heieupon he told hei of 
his adventure and began to pour the gold from the flags m heaps 
before her, and liei sight was dazzled by the sheen and hei heait 
delighted at his recital and adventiues. Then she began counting 
the gold, whereat quoth Ali Baba, “0 silly woman, how long will 
thou continue turning over the coin ? Now let me dig a hole wherein 
to hide this treasure that none may know its secret." Quoth she, 
“Right is thy rede ! still would I weigh the moneys and have some 
inkling of their amount”; and he replied, “As thou plcascst, but 
see thou tell no man.” So she went off in haste to Kasim’s home 
to bciriow weights and scales wherewith site might balance the 
ashiafis and make some lcckonmg of then value; and when she 
could not find Kasim she said to his wife, “Lend me, I pi ay thee, 
thy scales for a moment.” Replied hei sislui-in-law, 1 “ Hast thou 
need of the bigger balance oi the smaller?” and the other 
rejoined, “ I need not the large scales, give me the little ”; and 
her sister-in-law cried, “Stay here a moment whilst I look about 
and find thy want.” With this ptetext Kasim's wife went aside 
and secretly smeared wax and suet over the pan of the balance, 
that she might know what thing it was Ali Baba's wife would 
weigh, for she made sure that what so it be some bit thereof would 
stick to the wax and fat. So the woman took this opportunity to 
satisfy hei cuiiosity, and All Baba’s wife suspecting naught thereof 
carried home the scales and began to weigh the gold, whilst Ali 
Baba ceased not digging, and when the money was weighed 
they twain stowed it into the hole, which they caiefully filled up 
with earth. Then the good wife took back the scales to her 
kinswoman, all unknowing that an asluafi had adheied to the 
cup of the scales, but when Kasim's wife espied the gold coin she 
fumed with envy and wrath, saying to herself, “So hoi They 
borrowed my balance to weigh out ashrnfis.” And she maiveiled 
gieatly whence so poor a man as Ah Baba had gotten such stoie 
of wealth that he should be obliged to weigh it with a pan of 


i In llie text “ Jathani'^ilie wife of an eldci bi other. Hindostani, like 
other Eastern languages, is rich in terms for kinship, whereof English is so 
exceptionally poor. Mr, Francis Galton, in his well-known work, “ Ileicditary 
Genius,” .1 misnomer b)-lhe-by for “Hereditary Talent,” felt this want scveiely 
and was at pains to supply it, 
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scales. Now, after long- pondering the matter, when her husband 
returned home at eventide, she said to him, “ O man, thou deemest 
thyself a wight of wealth and substance, but lo ! thy brother All Baba 
is an Ennr by the side of thee, and richer far than thou ait. He 
hath such heaps of gold that he must needs weigh his moneys 
with scales, whilst thou, foisooth 1 2 art satisfied to count thy coin.” 
“Whence knowest thou this ?” asked Kasim ; and m answer his 
wife related all anent the pair of scales, and how she found an 
ashrafi stuck to them, and showed him the gold coin, which bore 
the mark and superscription of some ancient king No sleep had 
Kasim all that night by reason of his envy and jealousy and 
covetiso, and next morning lie rose betimes, and going to All 
Baba said, “ 0 my biother, to alt appearance thou art poor and 
needy ; but in efleet thou hast a store of wealth so abundant 
that peifoice thou must weigh thy gold with scales.” Quoth All 
Baba, “What is this thou sayest? I understand thee not; make 
dear thy put port”, and quoth Kasim with leudy rage, “Feign not 
that thou art ignorant of what I say and think not to deceive me.” 
Then showing him the aslnafi he cried, “Thousands of gold coins 
such as these thou hast put by, and meanwhile my wife found 
tins one stuck to the cup of the scales. 1 ’ Then Ali Baba under¬ 
stood how- both Kasim and his wife knew that he had store of 
ashrafis, and said in his mmd that it would not avail him to keep 
the matter hidden, but would rather cause ill-will and mischief, 
and thus he was induced to tell his brother every whit concerning 
the bandits 1 and also of the treasure tiove in the cave. When he 
had heard the story, Kasim exclaimed, “ I would fain learn of thee 
the certainty of the place where thou roundest the moneys; also 
the magical words whereby the door opened and closed; and I 
forewarn thee, an thou tell me not the whole truth, I will give 
notice of those ashrafis to the Walt 3 ; then shalt thou forfeit all 
thy wealth and be disgraced and thrown into gaol.” Thereupon 
Ali Baba told him his tale not forgetting the magical words; and 
Kasim who kept careful heed of all these matters, next clay set out, 
driving ten mules he had hired, and readily found the place which 

1 In the text “Thug,” our English “Thug,” often pronounced moreover by 
the Union null llie sibilant "111.” It means simply a cheat! you say to your 
servant “Tit luri 'Ihag hat ”=thou art a precious rascal; but it has also the 
secondary meaning of robber, assassin, and the lertinry of I Shmvani-worshippers 
who oiler indiscriminate human sacrifices to the Dtcss of Destruction. The word 
and the thing have been made popular in England through the “ Confessions of a 
Thug,” by my late friend Meadows Taylor, and I may record my conviction that 
were the English driven out of India, “ Thuggee,” like piracy in Cutch and in the 
I’u.sian Gulf, would revive in the shortest possible lime. 

2 i.e. the Civil Governor, who w on hi want nothing belter. 
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Ali Baba had described to him. And when he came to the afore¬ 
said rock and to the tree wheieon Ali Baba had hidden himself, 
and he had made suie of the door, he cried, in gieat joy, “ Open, 
O Sim&im!" The poital yawned wide at once and Kasim went 
within and saw the piles of jewels and Lieasuies lying langed all 
aiound ; and, as soon as he stood amongst them the door shut 
after him as wont to do. He walked about in ccstacy man oiling 
at the ticasmes, and when weaiy of admnation he gathered 
together bags of nshrafis, a sufficient load foi his ten mules, and 
placed them by the enhance m leadiness to be earned outside and 
set upon the beasts. But by the will of Allah Almighty he had 
clean foi gotten the cabalistic woids and cued out, “Open, O 
Barley l” vheieat the dooi refused to move. Astonished and con¬ 
fused beyond mca&uie he named the names of all mannei of grains 
save sesame, which had slipped fiom his memory as though he had 
never heaicl the word; wheieat m his due distress he heeded not the 
nshrafis that lay heaped at the enhance and paced to and ho, 
backwards and foi wards, within the ca\e .sorely puzzled and pei- 
plexech The wealth whose sight had erewhile filled his heait with 

joy and gladness was now the cause of bitter guef and sadness.- 

And as the morn began to dawn Shalna/ad held hei peace till 

QTe entj of iljr %>iy Ijuniurt null QntDcntp.riffrfy JQijjljt. 

Then said she --I have beaid, 0 auspicious King, that Kasim 

gave up all hope of the life which he by his gieed and envy had 
so sore imperilled It came to pass that at noontide the lobbeis, 
ietuining by that way, saw fiom :ifaj some mules standing beside the 
entrance, and much they mai veiled at what had hi ought the beasts 
to that plate; lor, inasmuch as Kasim b> mischance had failed to 
tether or hobble them, they had spayed about the jungle and vvem 
browsing hither and thithet. Howevoi, the thieves paid scant 
regard (n the estrays noi caied they to secure them, but only 
won acred by what means they had wandered so far fiom the 
town. Then 1 caching the cave, the Captain and his troop dis¬ 
mounted, and going up to the door lepeatecl the fomiula and at 
once it flew open. Now Kasim had hcaid from within the cave 
the hoise-hoovcs chawing nigh and yet mghei , and he Cell down 
to the giound in a fit of fan, ncvei doubling that it was the clatter 
of tlve banditti who would skiughtei him without fail Howbeit he 
presently took heart of glare and at the moment when the dooi 
flew open he rushed out, hoping to make good his escape But the 
unhappy ran full tilt against the Captain, who stood in ftont of the 
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“But the unhappy man ran full tilt against 
the Captain, who stood in front of the band, and 
felled him to the ground; whereupon a robber 
standing near his chief at once bared his brand 
and with one cut clave Kasim clean in twain.” 
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band, and felled him to the ground ; wheieupon a Jobber standing 
neai his chief at once baied his brand and with one cut clave Kasim 
clean in twain. Thereupon the robbers rushed into the cavern, and 
put back as the)' were before the bags of ashiafis which Kasim 
had heaped up at the dooiway leady for taking away; nor recked 
they aught of those which All Baba had lemoved, so dazed and 
amazed were they to discovei by what means the stiange man had 
effected an enhance All knew that it was not possible for any to 
diop through the skylights, so tall and sleep was the rock’s face, 
withal shppeiy of ascent; and also that none could entei by the 
portal unless he knew the magical woids wheieby to open if. 
However, they presently quartered the dead body of Kasim and 
hung it to the dooi within the ca\em, two parts to the right jamb 
and as many to the left 1 that the sight might be a warning of 
appicaching doom foi all who dared enter the cave. Then coming 
out they closed the hoard door and rode away upon their wonted 
work. Now when night fell and Kadni came not home, his wife 
waxed uneasy in nnnd, and imining round to All llaba said, “O 
my brothei, Kasim hath not leturned • thou knowest whither he 
went, and sore I fern me some wihfortune bath betitied him." Ali 
llaba also divined that a mishap had happened to prevent his 
leturn, not the less, howevei, he stiove to comfoit his sistet-in-law 
with woids of cheer and said, ft O wife of my brother, Kasim haply 
exerciseth discretion and, avoiding the city, comelli by a round¬ 
about load and will be heie anon. This, I do believe, is the reason 
why he tairieth” Thereupon, comforted in spnit, Kasim’s wife 
liued homewards and sat awaiting her husband’s return, but when 
half the night was spent and still lie came not, she was as one 
distraught She feaied to cry aloud for her grief, lest haply the 
neigh boms hearing her should come and learn the seciet, so she 
wept in silence and upbraiding herself fell tu thinking, "Wherefore 
did I disclose this secret to him and beget envy and jealousy of 
Ali Baba? this be the fiuit thereof and hence tire disaster that hath 
come down upon me." She spent the rest of the night in bitter 
tears ami eaily on the moirow hied in hottest hurry to Ah Baba, 
and prayed that he would go forth m quest of his brother; so he 
strove to console hei and straightway set out with his asses for the 
forest. 1’iesently, icaching the rock, lie wondered to see stains of 
blood fleshly shed, and not finding his brother or the ten mules, he 


I This is in Gallarul, and it is followed liy the II. V. ; but it would be more 
natural to suppose that of the quarteis two were hung up outside the door and the 
others willnn. 
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forefelt a calamity from so cm 1 a sign He then went to the door 
and saving, “Open, 0 Simsim'” he pushed in and saw the 
dead body of Kasim, two parts hanging to the right, and the rest 
to the left of the entrance. Albeit he was affiighted beyond 
measure of affnght, he wrapped the quarters in two cloths and laid 
them upon one of bis asses, hiding them caiefully with sticks and 
fuel that none might see them Then he placed the bags of gold 
upon the two other animals and likewise coveied them most 
carefully, and when all was made iead>’ he closed the cave-door 
with the magical words, and set him forth wending homewards with 
all ward and watchfulness. The asses with the load of ashinfis he 
made over to his wife and bade her bmy the bags with diligence; 
but he told her not the condition in which he had come upon Ins 
brother Kasim Then he went with the other ass, to wit, the beast 
whereon was laid the coipse, to the widow’s house and knocked 
gently at the door. Now Kasim had a slave-gul shrewd and 
sharp-witted, Moigtana 1 bight She as softly undid the bolt and 
admitted Alt Baba and the ass into the courtyaid of the house, 
when he let down the body ft am the beast's back and said, f ‘O 
Morgiana, haste thee and make thee ready to perform the rites for 
the burial of thy lord : I now go to tell the tidings to thy mistiess 
and I will quickly leturn to help thee m this matter.” At that 
instant Kasim’s widow seeing her biothci-in-law* exclaimed* “O 
All Baba, what news bringest thou of my spouse? Alas, I see 
grief tokens written upon thy countenance. Say quickly what hath 
happened.” Then he iccounted to her how it had fared with her 
husband, and how he had been slam by the robbers and in what w’ise 

he had brought home the dead body.-And as the mom began to 

dawn Shnhra/ad held her peace till 

£E[)c enti of tbc ^unUvcli unto 5T\ucntj‘«nu\tb JShjjljt, 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Ali 

Baba pursued.—“0 my lady, what was to happen hath happened, 
but it behoveth us to keep this matter seciet, for that our lives 
depend upon privacy ” She wept with sore weeping and made 
answer, “ It hath faiccl with my husband according to the fiat of 
Fate, and now foi thy safety’s sake I give thee my word to keep 
the affair concealed ” He replied, “ Naught can avail when Allah 


r I am unwilling lo alter the time-honoured corruption . properly it is written 
Marjrfnnh = lhe “Coralline,” from Marpi» = red coral, for which see nights xUx. 
and dcchxvi. 
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hath decreed. Rest thee in patience until the days of thy 
widowhood 1 be accomplisht; after which time I will take thee to 
wife, and thou shall live in comfort and happiness, and fear not 
lest my first spouse vex thee 01 show aught of jealousy, for that 
die is kindly and tender of heait.” The widow lamenting her 
loss noisily, cried, “ Be it as e’en thou please.” Then Ah Baba 
farewelled her, weeping and wailing for her husband; and joining 
Moigiana took counsel with her how to manage the burial of his 
brother. So, after much consultation and many warnings, he left 
the slave-girl and departed home duving his ass before him. As 
soon as All Baba had fared foith Moigiana went quickly to a 
druggist’s shop, and that she might the better dissemble with him 
and not make known the mattei, she asked of him a drug often 
administered to men when diseased with dangerous distemper. He 
gate it, saying, “Who is there in thy house that lieth so ill as to 
require this medicine?” And said she, “My Master Kasim is sick 
well-nigh unto death. I'or many days he hath not spoken nor 
tasted aught of food, so that almost we despair of his life." Next 
day Morgiana went again and asked the druggist for more ol 
medicine and essences such as are adhibited to the sick when at 
door of death, that the moribund may haply rally before the last 
breath. The man gave the potion, and she, taking it, sighed aloud, 
and wept, saying, “I fear me he may not have strength to drink 
this draught. Methmks all will be over with him ete I return 
to the house.” Meanwhile Ali Baba was anxiously awaiting to 
hear sounds of wailing and lamentation in Kasim’s home that lie 
might at such signal hasten thither and take part in the 
ceremonies of the funeral. Early on the second day Morgiana 
went with veiled face to one Baba Mustaf.i, 2 a tailor well shotten in 
yeais, whose craft was to make shrouds and cere cloths, and as soon 
as she saw him open his shop she gave lam a gold piece, and said, 
“Do thou bind a bandage over thine eyes and come along with 
me." Mustafa made as though he would not go, whereat Morgiana 
placed a second gold coin in his palm and entreated him to 
accompany her. The tailor presently consented for greed of gain, 
so, tying a kerchief tightly over his eyes, she led him by the hand 
to the house wheiein lay the dead body of her master Then, 
taking off the bandage m the darkened room, she bade him 
sew together the quarters of the corpse, limb to its limb; and, 


1 i.e the r ‘ ’Iddah,” during which she could not marry. See night ccxii. 

2 In Gatland he is a tavclur * • * iraturol/cn/cut gm, el qm avail ionjanrs 

le mol pour me the II V. naturally changed him to a tailor, as the Cliamir or 
leather-worker would be inadmissible to pulile comeisation. 
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casting a cloth upon the body, said to the tailor, “ Make haste and 
sew a shioud according to the size of this dead man and I will give 
thee therefor yet another ducat." Baba Mustafa quickly made the 
cere cloth of fitting length and breadth, and Morgiana paid him 
the promised aslnafi; then once moie bandaging Ins eyes led him 
hack to the place whence she had brought him. After this she 
returned hurriedly home, and with the help of Ah Baba washe > 
the body in warm water, and donning the shioud lay the corpse 
upon a clean place leady foi bunal This done Motgiana went 
to the mosque and gave notice to an Imam 1 that a funcial was 
awaiting the mourner-, in a certain household, and prayed that he 
would come to read the piayeis for the dead; and the Imam went 
I lack with lim Then four neighbours took up the biei, 3 and bore 
it on their shoulders and faied foitli with the Imam and others 
who weie wont to give assistance at such obsequies. Aftei the 
funeral prayers wcie ended, four other men carried off the coffin; 
and Motgiana walked bcfoie it bare of head, sinking her bieast 
and weeping and wailing with exceeding loud lament, whilst Ah 
Baba and the neighbour came behind In such oidcr they 
entered the cemeteiy and buried him; then, leaving him to Munkar 
and Nakir 3 —the Questioners of the Dead—all wended then ways 
lV'Sently the women of the quartet, aceoulmg to the custom of the 
city, gathered together in the house of mourning and sat an hour 
with Kasim's widow comfrntmg and condoling, presently leaving 
her somewhat resigned and cheered. Ali Baba stayed forty days 
at home in ceremonial lamentation foi the loss of his brothei; so 
none within the town save himself and his wife (Kasim’s widow) 
and Moiguuia knew aught about the seciet. And when the forty 
days of mourning wore ended All Baba removed to his own 
qunriers all the property belonging to the deceased and openly 
married the widow; then he appointed his nephew, his brother’s 
eldest son, who had lived a long time with a wealthy meichant 
and was perfect of knowledge in all matters of trade, such as selling 
and buying, to take chaigc of the defunct’s shop and to cany on 

the business.-And as the morn began to dawn Shahiazad held 

her peace till 

1 ie a leader of pr.i\t_r i the Peri. “ Pish-iumaz ”= foie-piaycr, see nights 
l\\\i , clUm, mid cecwm Galhuul has “ iuuin," winch can mean only fauli, 
belief, amt m tins blunder lie is conscientiously followed hy Uw U.mslaturs—serwuw 
pecus 

2 Ci alia ml nails down the corpse in the biei—a Chiislian practice—and he 
certainly know hotter Mor<_o\er, prayers for the <Lad aie avis'ly recited over the 
bier when placed upnn the In ink of the 'jr.ive ; noi is it usual loi a woman to play 
so prominent a part in the <x lemony 

1 -Ste iiiitlus ccv.ci M dcccexwi' and in. 
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Then said she •- 1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, it so chanced 

one day when the lobbers, as was their wont, came to the tieasure- 
cave that they marvelled exceedingly to find noi sign nor trace of 
Kasim's body, whilst they obseived that much of gold had been 
carried off Quoth the Captain, “Now it bchovcth us to make 
enquiry in this mattei , else shall we suffei much of loss and this 
our trcasiue, which we and 0111 foiefathers have amassed dining 
the course of many years, will little by little be wasted and 
spoiled." Hereto all assented and with single mind agreed that 
he whom they had slain had knowledge of the magical words 
whereby the dooi was made to open ; moreovei, that some one 
beside him had cognizance of the spell and had canied off the 
body, and also much of gold; wheiefore they needs must make 
diligent research and find out who the man ever might be. They 
then took counsel and determined that one amongst them, who 
should be sagacious and deft of wit, must don the dress of some 
meichant from foieign pruts; then, repairing to live city he must 
go about fiom qumter to quaiter and fioni sticet to sheet, and 
learn if any townsman had lately died, and if so where he wont to 
dwell, that with this clue they might be enabled to find the wight 
they sought Heic.it said one of the lobbeis, “firant me leave 
that I faic and find out such tidings in the town and bring thee 
woid anon ; and if I fail of my purpose I hold my life in forfeit.” 
Accordingly that bandit, aftci disguising himself by dress, pushed 
at night into the town and next morning eaily lie lepaiied to the 
inntkel-square and saw that none of the shops had yet been opened, 
save only that of Haba Mustafa the tniloi, who thread and needle 
in hand sat upon his working-stool Tire thief bade him good day 
and said, “’Tis yet dark : how const thou see to sew?” Said the 
lailoi, “ I perceive thou art a stranger. Despite my years my 
eyesight is so keen that only ye.steiday I sewed together a dead 
body whilst sitting in a 100m quite darkened.” Quoth the bandit 
theieupon to himself, “I shall get somewhat of my wont from this 
snip ”, and to secure a furthei clue he asked, “ Meseemeth thou 
wouldst jest with me and thou meanest that a cere cloth for a 
corpse was stitched by thee and that thy business is to sew 
sluouds." Answered the tailor, “It mattereth not to thee: question 
me no more questions ” Thereupon the robbei placed an ashrafi 
in his hand and continued, “I desne not to discover aught thou 
hidcst, albeit my breast like every honest man’s is the grave of 
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secrets; and this only would i learn of tlrcc, in what house didst 
thou do that job 5 Canst thou direct me thither, or thyself 
conduct me thereto ? ” The tailor took the gold with greed and 
cried, “ I have not seen with my own eyes the way to that house. 
A certain bondswoman led me to a place which I know right well 
and there she bandaged my eyes and guided me to some tenement, 
and lastly earned me into a darkened room where lay the dead 
body dismembered. Then she unbound the kerchief and bade me 
sew together first the corpse ancl then the shioud, which having 
done she again blindfolded me and led me back to the stead 
whence she had brought me and left me theic. Thou seest, then, I 
am not able to tell thee where thou {.halt find the house.’' Quoth 
the robber, “Albeit thou knouest not the dwelling ivhcieof thou 
speakest, still canst thou take me to the place ufieie thou wast 
blindfolded, then I will bind a kcichief over ihme eyes and lead 
thee as thou vast led' on this vme, pci chance, thou mavst hit 
upon the site An thou wilt do this favoui by me, see heio 
another golden ducat is thine ” Thereupon the bandit slipped a 
second aslnafi into the tailor’s palm, and Bairn Mustafa tlmist it 
with the first into his pocket, then, leaving Ins shop as it was, he 
walked to the place where Moigiana had tied the kerchief around 
his eyes, and with him went the robbei who, after binding on the 
bandage, led him by the band. Baba Mustafa, who was clever and 
keen-witted, piesently striking the sticet wheieby he had fmed with 
the handmaid, walked on counting step by step; then, lulling 
suddenly, he said, “Thus far I came with her”; and the twain 
stopped in front of Kasim’s house, whetein now dwelt his brother 

Ali Baba.-And as the mom began to dawn Shalua/nd held 

her peace till 

We nub of tfjc ^iy ljimtu-rl null QTjHrfp.fiVtft Jlihjjljt, 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the 

robber then made marks with white chalk upon die door to the 
end that he might readily find it at some futnie time, and 
removing the bandage from the tailor’s eyes said, “0 Baba 
Mustafa, I thank thee for this favour: and Almighty Allah 
guerdon thee for thy goodness Tell me now, I pi ay thee, who 
dwellcth in yonder house?” Quoth he, “In veiy sooth I wot not, 
for I have little knowledge concerning this quarter of the city ”; 
and the bandit understanding that he could find no further due 
from the tailor, dismissed him to his shop with abundant thanks, 
and hastened back to the tryst-place in the jungle where the band 
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awaited his coming Not long after, it so fortuned that Morgiana, 
going out upon some errand, rnaiveiled exceedingly at seeing 
the chalk-maiks showing white in the dooi ; she stood awhile deep 
in thought and presently divined that some enemy had made 
the signs that he might recognise the house and play some sleight 
upon her lord. She therefore chalked the doors of all her 
neighbours in like manner and kept the matter secret, never 
entrusting it or to master or to mistress. Meanwhile, the robber 
told his conn ados his tale of adventure and now he had found 
the clue j so the Captain and with him all the hand went one 
a fie i other by diffeient ways till they entered the city; and he 
who had placed the matk on All 1! a ha’s door accompanied the 
Chief to point out the place He conducted him stiaightwav 
to the house and shewing the sign exclaimed, “ Here dweltelh 
he of whom we are in search 1 ” IUit when the Captain looked 
around him he saw that all the dwellings boie chalk-marks after 
like fashion and he wondered sajing, “ By what manner of means 
knowest thou which house of all these houses that beat similar 
signs is that whereof thou spakest ? ” Hereat the robber-guide 
was confounded beyond measure of confusion, and could make no 
answer; then with an oath he cued, “I did assuredly set a sign 
upon a door, but I know not whence came all the maiks upon 
the other entrances; nor can I say for a suiety winch it was I 
chalked.” Thereupon the Captain leturned to the market-place 
and said to his men, “ We have toiled and laboured in \ ain, not 
have we found the house we went forth to seek. Return we now 
to the forest our rendezvous: I will also fare thither.” Then all 
tiooped off and assembled together within the treasure-cave, and, 
when the lobbers had all met, the Captain judged him worthy 
of punishment who had spoken falsely and had led them through 
the city to no puipose. So he imprisoned him in pieseiicc of 
them all*; and then said he, “To him amongst you will I show- 
special favour who shall go to town and bring me intelligence 
whereby^we may lay hands upon the plundeier of our property.” 
Hereat another of the company came Forward and said, “ I am 
ready to go and enquiie into the case, and ’tis I who will bring 
Ihec to thy wish." The Captain after giving him presents and 
promises despatched him upon his errand; and by the decree 
of Destiny, which none may gainsay, this second robber went 


1 Galland is less merciful ‘ “ Amsitot /* condtuteurJut dJJarJ digue de mart 
tout tl'vne voiv, el it s’y comlantna ltu-mitne” etc. The criminal, indeed, condemns 
himself anil firmly offers his neck to be stricken. 
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first to the house of Baba Mustafa the tailor, as had done the 
thief who had foregone him. In like manner he also persuaded 
the snip with gifts of golden coin that he be led hoodwinked, 
arid thus too he was guided to All Baba's door. Here noting 
the work of his predecessor, lie affixed to the jamb a mark with 
red chalk the better to distinguish it from the others whereon 
still showed the white. Then hied he back in stealth to his 
company; but Morgiana on her part also descried the red 
sign on the entrance and with subtle forethought marked all 
the others aftei the same fashion; nor told she any what she 
had done. Meanwhile the bandit rejoined his band and vauntingly 
said, “ O our Captain, I have found the house and thereon put a 
mark whereby I shall distinguish it cleatly from all its neighbours.” 
-And as the mom began to dawn Shahrazad held h6v peace till 


Elje nth of tfjc Stjc £)unlirctf rmts (S^vtp-.crconti JBigljf. 

Then said she:-1 have heaid, O auspicious King, that the 

Captain despatched another of his men to the city and lie found 
the place, but, as aforetime, when the troop repaired thither they 
saw each and every house marked with .signs of red chalk So 
they returned disappointed and the Captain, waxing displeased 
exceedingly and distraught, clapped also this spy into gaol 
Then said the Chief to himself, “Two men have failed m their 
endeavour and have met their rightful meed of punishment; and 
I Lrow that none other of my band will essay to follow up their 
research; so I myself will go and find the house of this wight.” 
Accordingly he fared along and aided by the tailor Baba Mustafa, 
who had gained much gain of golden pieces in this matter, he 
hit upon the house of Ali Baba, and here he made no outward 
show or sign, but marked it on the tablet 1 of his heart and 
impressed the picture on the page of his mcmoiy. Then 
returning to the jungle he said to his men, “I have full cog- 
iii/ance of the place and have limned it clearly in my mind; so 
now there will be no difficulty m finding it. Go forth straight- 
ways and buy me and bring hither nineteen mules together with 
one large leathern jar of mustard oil and seven and thirty vessels 
of the same kind clean empty. Without me and the two locked 
up in gaol ye nuinbei thirty-seven souls; so I will stow you 
away armed and accoutred each within his jar and will load 


1 In iVie text “ LauVi,” for which sec night ccctwxv. 
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two upon each mule, and upon the nineteenth mule there shall 
be a man in an empty jar on one side, and on the other the 
jar full of oil. I for my part, in guise of an oil-merchant, will 
drive the mules into the town, arriving at the house by night, 
and will ask permission of its master to tarry there until morning. 
After tins we shall seek occasion during the dark hours to rise 
up and fall upon him and slay him.” Furthermore the Captain 
spake saying, “When we have made an end of him we shall 
recover the gold and treasure whereof he robbed us and bring it 
back upon the mules” 'Plus counsel pleased the robbers, who 
went forthwith and purchased mules and huge leathern jars, and 
did as the Captain had bidden them. And after a delay of three 
days, shortly before nightfall they arose , and over-smearing 
all the jars with oil of mustard, each hid him inside an empty 
vessel. The Chief then disguised himself in trader’s gear and 
placed the jars upon the nineteen mules; to wit, the thirty-seven 
vessels, in each of which lay a robber armed and accoutred, and 
the one that was full of oil. This done, he drove the beasts 
before him and presently he reached Ali Baba’s place at night¬ 
fall ; when it chanced that the house-master was strolling after 
supper to and fro in front of Ins home. The Captain saluted him 
with the salarn, and said, “I come from such and such a village with 
oil, and oft-times have I been here a-seiling oil, but now to my grief I 
have arnved too late, and I am sore tioubled and perplexed ns to 
where I shall spend the night. An thou have pity on me I pray thee 
grant that I tairy here in thy court-yard and ease the mules by taking 
down the jars and giving the beasts somewhat of fodder ” Albeit Ali 
Baba had heard the Captain’s voice when perched upon the tree, and 
had seen him enter the cave, yet by reason of the disguise he knew 
him not for the leader of the thieves, and granted his request with 
hearty welcome, and gave him full licence to halt there for the night. 
He then pointed out an empty shed wherein to tether the mules, 
and bade one of the slave-boys go fetch grain and water He also 
gave orders to the slave-gnl Morgiana, saying, “A guest hath come 
hither and tarrieth here to-night. Do thou busy thyself with all 
speed about his supper and make ready the guest-bed for him.” 
Presently, when the Captain had let down all the jars and had 
fed and watered his mules, Ah Baba received him with all courtesy 
and kindness, and summoning Morgiana, said in his presence, 
“See thou fail not in seivice of this our stranger, nor suffer him 
to lack for aught. To-morrow early I would fare to the Hammarn 
and bathe; so do thou give my slave-boy Abdullah a suit of clean 
white clothes which I may put on after washing. Moreover, make 
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thee ready a somewhat of broth overnight, that I may drink U 
after my return home” Replied she, “I will have all in 
readiness as thou hast bidden " So Ali Baba letned to his rest, 
and the Captain, having supped, repaired to the shed and saw 

that all the mules had their food and drink for the night-- 

And ns the morn began to dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

(Et)c enfi of tl)e S&tj: Ij unfit efi <mfi ST&irtp-t&frtl 

Then said she:-1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that the Captain, 

after seeing to the mules and the pars which Ali Baba and his house¬ 
hold held to be full of oil, finding utter privacy, whispued to his 
men who were in ambush, "This night at midnight when ye hear 
my voice, do you quickly open with yom sharp knives the leathern 
jars fiom top to bottom and issue forth without delay.” Then 
passing through the kitchen he reached the chamber wherein a bed 
had been dispread foi him, Moigiana showing the way with a 
lamp. Quoth she, “ An thou need aught beside, I pray thee com¬ 
mand this thy slave who is ever ready to obey thy say I n He 
made answer, “ Naught else need 1 ", then, putting out the light, 
he lay down on the bed to sleep awhile ere the time came to 
rouse his men and finish off the woik. Meanwhile Morgiana did 
ns her master had bidden hei : she first took out a suit of clean 
white clothes and made it over to Abdullah, who had not yet gone 
to rest, then she placed the pipkin upon the hearth to boil Lhe 
broth and blew the fire till it burnt briskly. After a shoit delay 
she needs must see an the bioth be boiling, but by that time all 
the lamps had gone out and she found that the oil was spent and 
that nowheie could she get a light. The slave-boy Abdullah 
observed that she was tioubled and peiplexed hereat, and quoth 
he to hei, “Why make so much ado? In yonder shed ate many 
jais of oil ; go now and take as much soever as thou listest,” 
Morgiana gave thanks to him for Jus suggestion; and Abdullah, 
who was lying at his ease in the hall, went off to sleep so that he 
might wake betimes and Serve Ah Baba m the balh So the hand¬ 
maiden rose* and with oil-can in hand walked to the shed wheie 
stood the leathern jais all langed in rows. Now, as she dievv nigh 
unto one of tire vessels, the thief who was hidden therein healing 
the tread of footsteps bethought him that it was of his Captain 


I In Arab “ K.un.\”=he rose, which in vulgar speech, especially in Egypt, 
= he begin. So ui Spilla-Bey’s “Contes Arabes Modcimis” (p 124), “ Kama! 
al-Sibliah dhakaL H y.id aklii-h” = the chaplet began (lit. arose) to wa\ tight in his 
brother's hand. Tins sense is shadowed forth in classical Arabic. 
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whose summons he awaited; so he whispered, “ Is it now time for 
us to sally forth?” Morgiana started back affrighted at the sound 
of human accents; but, inasmuch as she was bold and ready of 
wit, she replied, “ The time is not yet come"; and said to herself, 
“These jars are not full of oil, and herein I perceive a manner of 
mystery. Haply the oil merchant hatcheth some treacherous plot 
against my lord j so Allah, the Compassionating, the Compassion¬ 
ate, protect us fiom his snares!” Wherefore she answered in a 
voice made like to the Captain’s, “Not jet, the tune is not 
come.” Then she went to the next jai and returned the same 
reply to him who was within, and so on to alt the Acsiek one by 
one Then said she to herself, “Laud to the Loid! my master 
took this fellow in, believing him to be an oil-merchant, but lo, he 
hath admitted a band of robbers, who only await the signal to fall 
upon him and plunder the place and do him die.” Then passed 
she on to the furthest jar and finding it brimming with oil, filled 
her can, and returning to the kitchen, trimmed the lamp and lit 
the wicks; then, biinging forth a large cauldron, she set it upon 
the fire, and filling it with oil from out the jar, heaped wood upon 
the health and fanned it to a fierce flame the leadier to boil its 
contents. When this was done she baled it out in pot fills and 
poured it seething hot into the leathern vessels one by one, while 
the thieves, unable to escape, wcie scalded to death and every jar 
contained a corpse. 1 Thus did this slave-girl by hei subtle wit 
make a clean end of all noiselessly and unknown even to the 
dwellets in the house. Now when she had satisfied herself that 
each and eveiy of the men had been slain, she went back to the 
kitchen and shutting to the door sat brewing Ali Baba’s broth. 
Scarce had an hour passed before the Captain woke from sleep, 
and, opening wide his window, saw that all was dark and silent; 
so he clapped Ins hands as a signal foi his men to come forth but 
not a sound was heaid in ictlirn. After awhile he clapped again 
and called aloud but got no answer; and when he cried out a third 
time without reply he was perplexed and went oul to the shed 
wherein stood the jars. Pie thought to himself, “ Perchance all 
are fallen asleep whenas the time for action is now at hand, so 
I must e'en awaken them without stay or delay.” Then approach¬ 
ing the neaiest jar he was startled by a smell of oil and seething 


I So in old Arabian history “Kasi'r” (ihc Lillie One), the Arab Zopynis, 
slovss away m huge camel-bags the 2,000 warriors intended to surprise masterful 
Queen Zeblw Chroniquc de Tabari, vol 11 26 Also the Aimed men in boxes 
by winch Shamar, King of Al-Yaman, look Sli.un.ir-kaml=Sliainar , s-toun, now 
Samarkand, (Ibid, 11. 158.) 
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flesh; and touching it outside he felt it reeking hot; then going 
to the others one by one, he found all u\ like condition. Hereat 
he knew for a surety the fate which had betided his band and, 
fearing for his own safety, he clomb on to the wall, and thence 
dropping into a gaiden made his escape in high dudgeon and sore 
disappointment. Morgiana awaited awhile to see the Captain return 
from the shed, but he came not, whereat she knew that he had 
scaled the wall and had taken to flight, foi that the stieet-door 
was double-locked ; and the thieves being all disposed of on this 
wise, Morginna laid her down to sleep in peifect solace and ease 
of mind. When two horns of darkness yet remained, Ah Baba 
awoke and went to the Kanmiam, knowing naught of the mght- 
advciiture, for the gallant slave-girl had not aroused Inin, nor 
indeed had she deemed such action expedient, because had she 
sought an opportunity of reporting to him hei plan, she might 
haply have lost her chance and spoiled the project. The sun was 
high over the hoiizon when Alt Baba walked back from the Baths, 
and ho marvelled exceedingly to see the jars still standing under 
the shed and said, “ How comclh it that he, the oil-meichant my 
guest, hath not carried to the market his mules and jars of 

oil ? ”-And as the morn began to dawn Shahrazad held her 

peace till 

GTbc nilJ of t&e Sty TjimtivctJ <nitf fftyrty-faurtfe JQiffDt. 

Then said she :-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Ali 

Balia presently asked Moigiaiu what had befallen the oil-merchant 
his guest, whom he had placed under her charge j and she answered, 
"Allah Almighty vouchsafe to thee six scoic years and ten of 
safety! I will tell thee in piivacy of this met chant.’* So All 
Baba went apait with his slave-gnl, who taking him without the 
house fust locked the court-dooi , then showing him ajar she said, 
“Prithee look into this and see if within theic be oil or aught else.” 
Thereupon, pceung inside it he perceived a man, at which sight he 
cried aloud and fain 'would have lied in lus fright. Ouoth Moiguma, 
“ Fear him not, this man hath no longei the force to work thee 
harm, he heth dead and stone-dead.” Healing such words of 
comfort and leassuiance Ah Baba asked, “O Woigiana, what evils 
have we escaped and by what means luitb this wietch become the 
‘puny of Fate?” She answered, “ AlWamdolillah—Praise be to 
Almighty Allah 1 —I will infoim thee fully of the case; but hush 
thee, speak not aloud, lest haply the neighbouis learn the secret 
and it end in our confusion. Look now into all the jais, one 
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by one from first to last." So All Baba examined them severally 
and found in each a man fully armed and accoutied and all 
lay scalded to death. Iiereat speechless for sheer amazement 
he stared at the jais, but presently lecoveung himself he asked, 
"And where is he, the oil-merchant?” Answeied she, “Of him 
also I will infoim thee. The villain was no tiader but a traitoious 
assassin whose homed words would have ensnared thee to thy 
doom ; and now I will tell thee what lie was and what hath 
happened; but, meanwhile thou ait fresh from the Harnimm and 
thou shoulclst fiist drink somewhat of this bioth for thy stomach’s 
and thy health’s sake.” So Ali Baba went within and Moigiana 
served up the mess, after which quoth her mastei, “I fain would 
hear this wondtous story : putheo tell it to me and set my heart at 
ease” Herenl the handmaid fell to relating whatso had betided, 
in these words, “O my master, when tliou badest me boil the 
bioth and retiiedst to rest, thy slave m obedience to thy command 
took out a suit of clean white clothes and gave it to the boy 
Abdullah , then kindled the fire and set on the broth. As soon as 
it was ready I had need to light a lamp so that I might see to 
skim it, but all the oil was spent, and learning this, I told my want 
to the slave-boy Abdullah, who advised me to draw somewhat 
from the jais which stood undei the shed. Accoidmgly, I took a 
can and went to the first vessel, when suddenly I heard a voice 
within whisper, with all caution,—Is it now time for us to sally 
forth?—I was ama/ed theieat and judged that the pietended 
merchant had laid some plot to slay thee; so I replied,—The time 
is not yet come Then I went to the second jar and heard another 
voice to which I made the like answer, and so on with all of them. 
I now was ceitified that these men awaited only some signal from 
their Chief, whom thou didst take to guest within thy walls sup¬ 
posing him to be a meichant in oil, and that after thou receivedst 
him hospitably the mist leant had brought these men to murthcr 
thee and to plundei thy good and spoil thy house. But I gave 
him no opportunity to win Ins wish. The last jar I found full of 
oil and taking somewhat thcrefiom I lit the lamp; then, putting a 
large cauldron upon the fiie, I filled it up with oil which I brought 
from the jar and made a ficicc blaze under it; and, when the con¬ 
tents were seething hot, I took out sundiy cansful with intent to 
scald them all to death, and going to each jar in due order, I 
pomed within them one by one boiling oil. On this wise having 
destroyed them utteily, I returned to the kitchen and having 
extinguished the lamps stood by the window watching what might 
happen, and how that false meichant would act next. Not long 

1 * 2 
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after I had taken my station, the lobber-captaiu awoke and oft- 
times signalled to his thanes. Then getting no reply, he came 
downstairs and went out to the jais, and finding that all his men 
were slam he tlew through the darkness I know not whithei. So 
when he had clean disappeared I was nssuied that, the door 
being double-locked, he had scaled the wall and dropped into the 
gaiden and made his escape. Then with my lieait at icst I slept." 
And Moigiana, after telling her story to her master, presently added, 
“This is the whole truth I have lelated to thee. Foi some days 
indeed have I had inkling of such mattei, but withheld it from 
thee deeming it inexpedient to risk the chance of its meeting the 
neigh hours’ cars , now, however, there is no help but to tell thee 
thereof. One day as I came to the house-door I espied thereon a 
white chalk-mark, and on the next day a red sign beside the white 
I knew not the intent wheiewitli the marks were made, nevei- 
theless I set others upon the enhances of sundry neighbours, 
judging that some enemy had done this deed whereby Lo encompass 
my mastei's destruction. Theiefore I made the marks on all the 
othci (loDi.i m such perfect conformity with those I found, that it 

would be hard to distinguish amongst them."-And as the morn 

began to dawn Shahm/ad held her peace till 

tZTfjc ntli of tlje Jty- ijjimm-etf niifc 

Then said she;-1 have hoard, O auspicious King, that Morgiatia 

continued to All Baba:—“Judge now and see if these signs and 
all this villainy be not the woik of the bandits of the forest, 
who marked our house that on such wise they might know it 
again. Of those forty thieves there yet remain two otheis con¬ 
cerning whose case I know naught; so bewaic of them, but 
chiefly of the third icmuining robber tlieii Captain, who fled hence 
alive Take good heed and be thou cautious of him, for shouldst 
'thou fall into his hands, he will in no wise spaie thee but will 
surely murther thee. I will do all that lieth in me to save 
horn hurt and harm thy life and property, nor shall thy slave be 
found wanting in any sen ice to my lord." Hearing these woids, 
Ah Baba rejoiced with exceeding joyance and said to her, “ I 
am well pleased with thee foi this thy conduct} and say me 
what wouldbt thou have me do in thy behalf, I shall not fail 
to remember thy brave deed so long as breath in me remameth.” 
Quoth she, fl It behoveth us before all things forthright to bury 
these bodies in the ground, that so the secret be not known to 
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nny one.” Hereupon All Baba took with him his slave-boy 
Abdullah into the garden, and there under a tree they dug foi 
the corpses of the thieves a deep pit in sire proportionate to its 
contents, and they diagged the bodies (having earned off their 
weapons) to the fosse and threw them in, then, covering up 
the remains of the seven-and-thirty lobbers, they made the 
ground appear level and clean as it wont to he. They also bid the 
leathern jars and the gear and aims, and presently All Balia sent 
the mules by ones and twos to the Ba/ar and sold them all 
with the able aid of his slave-boy Abdullah. Thus the matter 
was hushed up nor did it reach die ears of any ; however, All 
Baba ceased not to be ill at ease, lost haply the (.'aptam or the 
surviving two robber-* should wreak their vengeance on Ins head 
He kept himself private with all caution, and took heed that 
none learn a word of what had happened and of the wealth 
which he had carried off from the bandit's cave Meanwhile, the 
Captain of the thieves having escaped with his life, lied to the 
foresL in hot wrath and sore irk of mind , and Ins senses were 
scattered and the colour of his visage vanished like ascending 
smoke. Then he thought the matter over again and again, and 
at last he firmly resolved that he needs must take the life of All 
Baba, else he would lose all the treasure which his enemy, by 
knowledge of the magical woids, would take away and turn to 
bis own use Furthermore, he deteimined that he would under¬ 
take the business single-handed , and, that after getting rid of 
All Baba, he would gather together another band of banditti 
and would puisne his career of brigandage, as indeed his foi bears 
bad done for many generations. So he lay down to rest that 
night, and rising early m the morning donned a diess of suitable 
appearance; then going to the city alighted at a caiavnnscrai, 
thinking to himself, “Doubtless the murther of so many men hath 
icached the Wall’s ears, and Ah Baba hath been seized and 
brought to justice, and his house is levelled and his good is con¬ 
fiscated The townfolk must surely have heard tidings of these 
matters " So lie slnughtvvay asked of the keeper of the Khan, 
“ What strange things have happened in the city during the last 
few days?” and the other told lnm all that he had seen and heaid, 
but the Captain could not learn a whit of that which most con¬ 
cerned him Heieby he undei stood that Ah Baba was waie and 
wise, and that he had not only earned away such store of treasure 
but lie had also destroyed so many lives and withal had come off 
scitheless, furtheimoie, that he himself must needs have all his 
wits alert not to fall into the hands of his foe and perish. With 
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this resolve the Captain lined a shop in the Bazai, whither he 
bore whole bales of the finest stuffs and goodly merchandise born 
his forest trcasuie-house; and piescntly he took his seat within 
the sloie and fell to doing met chant's business. By chance his place 
fronted the booth of the defunct Kasim, where his son, Ali Baba’s 
nephew, now liadcd , and the Captain, who called himself Khv. tjah 
Hasan, soon foitiled acquaintance and ftiendship with the shop¬ 
keepers mound about him and ticated all with piofuse civilities, 
but he was especially giacious and cordial to the son of Kasim, 
a handsome 3 'outh and a well-diessed, and oft-times he would 
sit and chat with him foi a long while. A few days after, it 
chanced that All Baba, as he was sometime wont to do, came 
to see his nephew, whom he found sitting in his shop The Captain 
saw and recognised him at sight, and one morning he asked 
the young man, saying, “Prithee tell me, who is he that ever and 
anon cometh to thee at thy place of sale?” wheteto the youth made 
answei, “He is my uncle, the brother of my fathei." Whereupon the 
Captain showed him yet gieatei favour and a flection the bettor to 
deceive him for his own devices, and gave him piescnls and made 
him sit at meat with him and fed him with the daintiest of dishes. 
Presently Ali Baba’s nephew bethought him it was only light and 
proper that he also should invite the meichant to suppei, but 
whereas his own house was small, and he was straitened for room 
and could not make a show of spicndoui, as clid Klnvajah 

Hasan, he took counsel with his uncle on the matlci.-And 

as the mom began to dawn Shahia/ad held hei peace till 

GTljr cnti of t[jc I?iy £)iuBJrctr aith t£/jirh>=£Siyt{) .Jfihfi/jt, 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Ali 

B.iba replied to his nephew :—“ Thou sayest well: it behoveth thee 
to entitnt thy friend m fairest fashion even as he hath cntieatcd 
thee On the monow, which is l/nday, shut thy shop as do all 
merchants of lepute, then, aftei the eaily meal, take Klnvajah 
Hasan to smell the air , 1 and as thou walkesl lead him hithei 
unawares; meanwhile, I will give oideis that Moigiana shall make 
ready for liis coming the best of viands and all necessaries for a 
feast. Trouble not thyself on any wise, but leave the matter 
in my hands” Accoidmgly, on the next day, to wit, Pviday. 
the nephew oi All Baba took Klnvajah Hasan to walk about the 


\ 1 c foi ft m- ilk, a “ consOlulioital”: tlic plifftsc is vciy common in V.nypt, 
£tt<l ln> firciincd litfuro. 
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garden ; and, as they were returning, he led him by the street 
wheiein his uncle dwelt. When they came to the house, the 
youth stopped at the door and knocking said, “ 0 my lord, this 
is my second home: my uncle hath heaid much of thee and of 
thy goodness me-waids and desneth with exceeding desire to 
see thee, so, shouldst thou consent to enter and usit him, I shall 
be truly glad and thankful to thee." Albeit Khwajah Hasan 
rejoiced in heart that lie had thus found means wheteby lie might 
have access to his enemy's house and household, and although 
he hoped soon to attain his end by treachery, yet he hesitated to 
enter in, and stood to make his excuses and walk away, llut when 
the door was opened by the slave-porter, Ali Baba’s nephew 
seized his companion’s hand, and, after abundant peisuasion, led 
him in, whereat he enteied with great show of cheerfulness as 
though much pleased and honoured. The houseniastei received 
him with all favoui and worship, and asked him of his welfaie, 
and said to linn, “O my lord, I am obliged and thankful to thee 
for that thou hast shown favour to the son of my brother, and I 
perceive that thou legaidest him with an affection even fonder than 
my own.” Khwajah Hasan replied with pleasant words, and said, 
“ Thy nephew vastly taketh my fancy, and in him I am well pleased , 
for that, although young in yeais, yet he hath been endued by Allah 
with much of wisdom.” Thus they twain conveised with friendly 
conversation, and present})’ the guest rose to depart and said , “ 0 
my lord, thy slave must now farewell thee; but on some future 
day—Inshallah—he will again wait upon thee.” All Baba, how¬ 
ever, would not let him leave and asked, “Whilhei wendest thou, 
O my friend ? I would invite thee to my table and I pray thre 
sit at meat with us and after hie thee home in peace. Perchance 
the dishes me not as delicate as those whereof thou ait wont 
to eat, still deign giant me tins request I piay thee, and icfiesli 
thjself with my victual." Quoth Khwajah Hasan, “O my loid, 
I am beholden to thee for thy giacious invitation, and with 
pleasuie would I sit at meat with thee, but for a special mason 
must I needs excuse myself; suffci me theiefore to depart for I 
may not tany longei nor accept thy gracious ofler.” Hcieto the 
host made icply, “I pray thee, O my lord, tell me what may be 
the leason so urgent and weighty ? ” And Khwajah Hasan 
answered, “The cause is this : I must not, by Older of the physician, 
who cuied me lately of my complaint, eat aught of food prepared 
with salt.” Quoth Ali Baba, “An this be all, deprive me not, 

I pray thee, of the honour thy company will confer upon me. 
tiie meats aie not yet cooked, I will forbid the kitclienei to make 



232 Supplemental Nights 

use of any salt. Tarry here awhile, and I will return anon to 
thee." So saying Ah 13aba went in to Murginmi and bade her not 
put salt into any one of the dishes, and she, while busied with 
her cooking, fell to marvelling gteatly at such order, and asked hei 
master, “WI 10 is he that eateth meat wherein is no salt?" He 
answered, “What to thee mattcreth it who he may be? Only 
do thou my bidding.” She rejoined, <£> Tis well All shall be 
as thou uishest.” But in mind she wondeied at the man who 
made such strange 1 equest, and desired much to look upon him 
Whctefore, when all the meats were ready for serving up, she 
helped the slave-boy Abdullah to spread the table and set an 
the meal j and no sooner did she see Khwajah ITasan than she 
knew who he was, albeit he had disguised himself in the diess 
of a stranger merchant, fuithermoie, when she eyed him attentively, 
she espied a dagger hidden under his lobe “So ho'"quoth she 
to herself, “this is the cause why the villain eateth not of salt, 
for that he seeketh an opportunity to slay my maslci, whose mortal 
enemy he is ! howbeit, I will be beforehand with him and despatch 

him ere he find a chance to harm my lord."-And as the mom 

began to dawn Shahra/ad held her peace till 

OTlje cub of tljc gap Tjun&ceb nnb cfrhnt(I) Jlihfl&t. 

Then said she :-1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Moigiana, 

having spread a white cloth upon the table and served up the 
meal, went back to the kitchen and thought out hc\ plot against 
the lobber-Captain. Now when Ah Baba and Khwajah Hasan 
had eaten their sufficiency, the slave-hoy Abdullah brought 
Moigiana word to serve the dessert, and she cleared the table and 
*-et on fruit fiesh and dried in salvers, then she placed by the side 
of Ali JJaba a small Inpod for three cups with a flagon of wine, and 
lastly .she went off with the slave-boy Abdullah into another room, 
as thou she would herself eat supper. Then Khwajah Iiasan, that 
is, the Captain of the robbers, perceiving that the coast was 
clear, exulted mightily, saying to himself, “The time hath come 
for me to take full vengeance ; with one thrust of my dagger I will 
despatch ibis fellow, then escape across the garden and wend my 
ways. IIvs nephew will not adventure to stay my hand, for an he 
do but move a huger or toe with that intent, another stab will settle 
his earthly account. Still must I wait awhile until the slave-boy 
anil the cook-nuid shall have eaten and lain down to test them 
in the kitchen ’’ Moigiana, howevei, watched him wistfully, and 
divining his [impose said m her mind, “I must not allow this villain 
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advantage over my lord, but by some means I must make void his 
project and at once put an end to the life of him.” Accordingly, 
the trusty slave-girl changed her dress with all haste and donned 
such clothes as dancers wear; she veiled her face with a costly 
kerchief; around her head she bound a fine turband, and about her 
middle she tied a waist-cloth worked with gold and silver wherein 
she stuck a dagger, whose hilt was rich in filigree and jewelry 
Thus disguised she said to the slave-boy Abdullah, “Take now thy 
tambourine that we may play and smg and dance in honour of our 
master’s guest.” So he did her bidding and the twain went into 
the room, the lad playing and the lass follotting. Then, making a 
low congee, they asked leave to perform and dispoit and play; and 
Ali Baba gave permission, saying, “Dance now and do yom best 
that this our guest may be mirthful and mciry.” Quoth Khwajah 
Hasan, " O my lord, thou dost indeed provide much pleasant enter¬ 
tainment. ” Then the slave-boy Abdullah standing by began to strike 
the tambouune, whilst Morgiana rose up and showed her perfect art 
and pleased them vastly with graceful steps and sportive motion , 
and suddenly drawing the poniard from hei belt she brandished 
it and paced fiom side to side, a spectacle which pleased them 
most of all. At times also she stood before them, now clapping 
the sharp-edged dagger under hei armpit and then setting it 
against her breast. Lastly, she took the tnmbouiine from the 
slave-boy Abdullah, and still holding the poniard in her right she 
went round for largesse, as is the custom amongst merry-makers 
First she stood before All Baba, who threw a gold coin into the tam¬ 
bourine, and his nephew likewise put in an nshrafi; then Khwajah 
Hasan, seeing her about to approach him, fell to pulling out his 
purse, when she heartened her heart and quick as the blinding 
leven she plunged the dagget into his vitals, and forthwith the 
miscreant fell back stone dead. Ali Baba was dismayed and cried 
in his wrath, “ O unhappy, what is this deed thou hast done to 
bring about my 1111111” But she replied, “Nay, 0 my lord, 
rather to save thee and not to cause thee harm have I slain this 
man: loosen his gaiments and see what thou wilt discover there- 
undei ” So Ah Baba seaichcd the dead man's diess and found 
concealed therein a dagger. Then said Morgiana, “This wretch 
was thy deadly enemy. Consider him well: he is none other 
than the oil merchant, the Captain of the band of robbers. 
Whenas he came hithei with intent to take thy life, lie would not 
eat thy salt; and when thou toldcst me that he wished not any in 
the meat I suspected him, and at first sight I was assured that he 
would surely do thee die, Almighty Allah be praised ’tis even as 
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I thought.'’ Then Ah Baba, lavished upon het thanks and expres¬ 
sions of gratitude, saying, “ Lo, these two times hast thou saved 
me from his hand/'and falling upon her neck he ciied, “See thou 
ait fiee, and as reward for this thy fealty I have wedded thee to 
my nephew.” Then turning to the youth he said, “ Do as I bid thee 
and thou shall ptospei I would that thou marry Moigiana, who 
is a model of duty and loyalty: thou seest now yon Ivhwajah 
Hasan sought thy friendship only that he might find oppoi trinity 
to take my life, but this maiden with her good sense and her 

wisdom hath slain him and saved us.-And as the mom began 

to dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

entt of tljc H-iy bun'Dirti mrtj uTIjirtn cigljti) 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Ah 

Baba’s nephew shaightway consented to many Moigiana. After 
which the three, raising the dead body, boie it forth with all heed 
and vigilar.ee and privily bimed it in the garden, and for many 
5 cans no one knew aught thereof. In due time All Baba married his 
biothei’s son to Moigiana with great pomp, and spread a bride-feast 
in most sumptuous fashion for his fucntls and neighbours, and made 
meny with them and enjoyed singing and all niannei of dancing 
and amusements. He piospeied in eveiy undeitaking, and Tune 
smiled upon him and a new source of wealth was opened to him. For 
feat of the thieves he had not once visited the jungle-cave wherein 
lay the tieasuie since the day he had canied foith the corpse of 
his biother Kasim. But some time after, he mounted his hackney 
one morning and journeyed tlulhei, with all caie and caution, till 
finding no signs of man 01 hoise, and icassmed in his mind, he 
ventuied to diaw near the dooi Then alighting from his beast he 
tied it up to a tiee, and going to the enhance pionouticed the 
woids which he had not fuigotten, “Open, O Sinismi!" I-Ieieat, 
as was its wont, the dooi flew open, and entering theieby he saw 
the goods and hoaid of gold and silvei untouched and lying as he 
had left them. So he felt assuied that not one of all the thieves 
remained alive, and, that sa\c lumself there was not a soul who 
knew the seciet of the place At once he bound in his saddle¬ 
cloth a load of asJnafis such as his hoise could beai, and brought it 
home, and in after days he showed the hoaid to his sons and sons' 
sons and taught them how the door could be caused to open and 
shut Thus Ah Baba and his household lived all tlieii lives in wealth 
and joyance in that city where eist he had been a pauper, and by 
the blessing of that seciet liensuie he lose to high degiee and 
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dignities-And as the morn began to dawn Shahrazad held 

her peace till 

(ZT6c niff of tijr §ip Tjniiffrcff anff eT()iiti>=iimif) JUitjOf. 

Then by the command of Ring Shahryai, Queen Shahrazad began to 
tell m these words the story of 


ALI KHWAJAH AND THE MERCHANT 
OF BAGHDAD. 

Undi.k the reign of the Caliph Hanm al-Rnshul there dwelt in 
the city of Baghdad a certain meiclunt, ’All Khwajah bight, 
who had a small stock of goods wherewith he bought and sold 
and made a baie livelihood, abiding alone and without a family 
in the house of his lot bears Now so it came to pass that 
each night foi thice nights togethei lie saw in vision a venerable 
Shaykh who bespake him thus, “Thou art beholden to make 
a pilgrimage to Meccah Why abidest thou sunk in heedless 
slumber, and farest not foith as it behoveth thee 1 ?” Hearing 
these woids he became sore startled and afiiighted, so that he 
sold shop and goods and all that he had, and with firm intent to 
visit the Holy House of Almighty Allah, lie let his home on hire 
and joined a cm avail that was journeying to Meccah the Magnified. 
But ere he left Ins natal city he placed a thousand gold pieces, 
which were ovei and above his need foi the journey, within 
an earthen jar filled up with Asafirf- or Sparrow olive.?, and, 
having made fast the mouth thereof, he carried the jar to a 
merchant fnend of mail) yenis’ standing, and said, “Belike, O 
my brother, thou hast heaul tell that I purpose going with a 
caravan on pilgumage to Mm ah, the I-Ioly City, so I have 
brought a jai of olives, the which, I pray thee, piescive for me 
in tiust against my return.” The meicliant at once arose, and 
handing the key of his warehouse to Ali Khwajah, said, “Hoe, 
take the key and open the store, and thetein place the jtu 
anywheie thou choosest, and when thou shalt come back thou 
wilt find it even as thou leftc.st it.” Heieupon All Khwajah did 
his friend’s bidding, and locking up the door, returned the key to 
its mastei Then, loading his tin wiling goods upon a dromedary 

1 These visions are frequent in At-Isl.un , see I'llgrinugL, in. 25.1-55. 

2 Foi this word see De S.iej, Chrest. ii. 421. It has aland) oeuiritd in The 
Nisjlits, night cc\iv. 
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.md mounting a second beast, he fared forth with the caravan. 
They came at length to Meccah the Magnified, and it was the month 
Zu al-Hijjah, wherein myriads of Moslems hre thither on pilgrimage 
and pray and prostrate before the Ka’a bah-tern pie. And when he 
had circuited the Holy House and fulfilled all the rites and 
ceremonies required of palmers, he set up a shop for sale of 
merchandise 1 By chance two merchants passing along that street 
espied the fine stuffs and goods in Ah Khwajah’s booth, and 
appioved much of them and praised their beauty and excellence 
Presently quoth one to othet, “This man biingeth here most 
rare anti costly goods now in Cairo, the capital of Egypt-land, 
would he gel full value for them, and far more than in the 
markets of this city.” Hearing mention of Cairo, All Khwajah 
< onoeived a sore longing to visit that famous capital, so he gave 
up his intent of return I'iighdacl-viauls and purposed wayfaring 
to Eg)pt. Accordingly he joined a caravan, and arriving thither 
was null-pleased with the place, both country and cityj and 
selling his merchandise he made great gain thcTcfrom Then 
buying othei goods and stuffs he purposed to make Damascus, 
but foi one full month he tarried at Cairo, and visited her sanctuaries 
and saintly places, and after leaving hei walls he solaced himself 
with seeing many famous cities distant several days’ journey from 
the capital along the banks of the River Nilus. Presently, bidding 
adieu to Egypt, he arrived at the Sanctified House, J Jerusalem, 
and prayed m the Temple of the J3anu Isra’fl, which the Moslems 
fiad re-uhlied. In due lime he leached Damascus, and obseived 
that the city was well budded and much peopled, and that the 
fields and meads weie well watered with springs and channels, and 
that the guldens and vergiets weie laden with flowers and fiuits- 
Amid such delights Ali Khwajah hardly thought of Baghdad; withal 
be ceased not to pm sue his journey through Aleppo, Mosul, and 
Shiraz, tarrying some time at all of these towns, especially at Sbuaz, 
till at length after seven yeais of wayfaring he came back to 

Baghdad-And as the morn began to dawn SbaVtrazad held her 

peace till 

tfT&c enh of tfjr Sijr JbiintrwH nnK iorficf!) J-hrdjb 

Then said she;-It behoveth thee now, O auspicious King, to 

hear of the Baghdad merchant and his lack of probity. For seven 
long years he nevci once thought of Ali Khwajah or of the trust 

i Not a f<-v, Pilgrims .so l tic for a lime or f«ji I He in Hit two Iloly Places, which 
arc thus kijit supplnil with fresh blond. bee Pilgrimage, 11 260. 

i 1 e jliiyt ul-.Mukuddas, fin which see vul. it. night I111 
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committed to his charge, till one day as his wife sat at meat with 
him at the evening meal, their talk by chance was of olives. Quoth 
she to him, “ I would fain have some now that I may eat of them ,J ; 
and quoth he, “As thou speakest thereof, I bethink me of that 
Ah Khwajah who seven years ago fared on a pilgrimage to 
Meccah, and ere he went, left in tiust with me a jar of Sparrow- 
olives which still cumberelh the stoic-house. Who knoweth where 
he is or what hath betided him ? A man who lately returned with 
the Hajj-caravan brought me word that Ali Khwajah had quitted 
Meccah the Magnified with intent to journey on to Egypt. Allah 
Almighty alone knoweth an he be still alive or he be now dead ; 
however, if his olives be in good condition, I will go bring some 
hither that we may taste them: so give me a platter and a lamp 
that I may fetch thee somewhat of them.” His wife, an honest 
woman and an upnght, made answer, “Allah forbid that thou 
shouldst do a deed so base and break thy word and covenant 
Who can tell? Thou art not assured by any of his death; per¬ 
chance he may come back from Egypt safe and sound to-morrow 
or the day after, then wilt thou, an thou cannot deliver unharmed 
to linn what he had left in pledge, be ashamed of this thj 
broken troth and we shall be disgiaced befoie man and dis¬ 
honoured in the presence of thy fuend. I will not for my part 
have any hand in such meanness nor will I taste the olives , 
furthermore, it standelh not to leason that after seven years’ 
keeping they should be fit to eat I do implore thee to forswear 
this ill puipose.” On such wise the merchant’s wife protested 
and prayed her husband that he meddle not with Ali Khwajah’s 
olives, and shamed him of his intent, so that foi the nonce he 
cast the matter fiom his mind. However, although the trader 
lefraincd that evening from taking Ali Khwajah’s olives, yet he 
kept the design in memory until one day when, of Ins obstinacy 
and unfaith, he lesolvcd to carry out his project, and rising up 
walked towards the store-room dish in hand. By chance he met 
lus wife, who said, “ I am no partner with thee m this ill-action 
In very truth some evil shall befall thee an thou do such deed.” 
He heard her, but heeded her not; and, going to the store-room, 
opened the jar, and found the olives spoiled and white with 

mould; but presently he tilted up the jar, and pouring some of its 

contents into the dish suddenly saw an ashrafi fall from the vessel 
together with the fruit. Then, filled with greed, lie turned out all 
that was within into another jar, and wondered with exceeding 
wonder to find the lower half full of golden coins. Presently, 

(Jutting up the moneys and the olives, he dosed the vessel 
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and going back said to lux wife, “Thou spakest sooth, for I have 
examined the jar and have found the fruit mouldy and foul ol 
smelly wheiefoie I returned it to its place and left it as it was 
aforetime." That night the merchant could not sleep a wink 
for thinking of the gold and how he might lay hands thereon , 
and when morning moirowed he took out all the ashrafis and 
buying some fresh olives m the Da/ar filled up the jar with them 
and closed the mouth and set it in its usual place. Now it came 
to pass by Allah’s mercy that at the end of the month Ah 
Khwajah returned safe and sound to Baghdad ; and he first went 
to Jii.i old fiiend, to wit, the meichant who, gieeting him with 
feigned joy, fell on his neck, but withal was soie troubled and 
perplexed at what mighL happen. After salutations and much 
rejoicing on either part, All Khwajah bespoke the merchant on 
business and begged that he might take hack his ja\ of Asafin- 
oliVLS which he had placed m charge of his familiar. Quoth 
the meichant to AH Khwajah, “O my friend, 3 wot not wlieie 
thou didst leave thy jai of olives; but here is the key Go down 
to the store-house and take all that is thine own." So All Khwajah 
did as he was bidden, and carrying the jar from the magazine 
took his leave and hastened home; but, when lie opened the 
vessel and found not the gold coins, he was distracted and 
overwhelmed with grief and made bittei lamentation. Then 
he returned to the merchant, and said, “ O my friend, Allah, 
the All-piosent and the All-seeing, be my witness that when I 
went on my pilgrimage to Meccah the Magnified I left a thousand 
ashrafis in that jar, and now I find them not. Canst thou tell 
me aught concerning them? An thou in thy soie need have made 
use of them, it matteteih not so thou wilt give them hack as soon 
as thou art able ’’ The meichant, apparently pitying him, said, 
“O good my lntnd, thou didst thyself with thine hand set the 
jai inside the store-room. 1 wist not that thou had.se aught in it 
save olives, yet as thou didst leave it, so in like mannci didst 
thou find it and carry it away, and now thou chaigest me with 
theft of ashrafis. It seemetli strange and passing strange that 
thou shouldst make such accusaUon. When thou wentest thou 
madest no mention of any money in the jai, but saidst that it was 
full of olives, even as thou hast found it. Hadst thou left gold 
coins therein, then surely thou wouldst have rccoveied them.” 
Heieupon Ah Klnvajah begged haid with much entreaty, saying, 
“Those thousand ashiafis wore all 1 owned, the money earned 
by years of toil; I do beseech thee have pity on my case and 
give them lade to me." Implied the meichant, waxing wioth 
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with great wiath, “0 my friend, a fine fellow thou ait to talk of 
honesty and withal make such false and lying charge. Begone : hie 
thee hence and come not to my house again; for now I know thee 
as thou art, a swindler and impostor.” Hearing this dispute between 
Ali Khwajah and the meichant, all the people of the quarter came 

crowding to the shop.-And as the morn began to dawn Shahiazad 

held her peace till 

CIjc eiih nf fljc Dmitffrlr nntt iFoih’ditcrt 

Then said she:-1 have heaid, 0 auspicious King, that the 

multitude which thionged about the meichant’s shop waimly took 
up the matter; and thus it became well known to all, rich and 
poor, within the city of Baghdad, how that one All Khwajah had 
hidden a thousand ashiafis within a jar of olives, and had placed 
it on trust with a ceitain meichnnt. Moieover, how after pilgrim¬ 
aging to Meccah and seven years of travel the poor man had 
returned, and that the rich man had gainsaid his words anent the 
gold and was leady to make oath that he had not received any 
bust of the kind. At length, when naught else availed, All 
Khwajah was constrained to bring the matter befoie the Kazi, and 
to claim one thousand ashrafis of his false fiicnd. The Judge 
asked, “What witnesses hast thou who may speak for thee?” and 
the plaintiff answeied, “0 my lord the Kazi, I feared to tell the 
matter to any man lest all come to know of my seciet. Allah 
Almighty is my sole testimony. This merchant was my fiiend 
and I recked not that he would prove dishonest and unfaithful." 
Quoth the Judge, “Then must I needs send for the meichant and 
heai what he saith on oath”; and when the defendant came they 
made him sweat by all lie deemed holy, facing Ka’abah-wards 
with hands uplifted, and he cried, “I swear that I know' naught 
of any ashrafis belonging to Ah Khwajah, 1 ” Heieat the Kazi 
pionounced him innocent and dismissed him from court; and Ali 
Khwajah went home sad at heart and said to himself, “Alas, what 
justice is this which has been meted out to me, that I should lose 
my money, and my just cause be deemed unjust! It hath been 
truly said :■—He loseth the lave who sueth before a knave.” On 
the next day lie drew out a statement of his case , and, aS the 
Caliph Ham 11 al-Rashid was on his way to Fad ay-prayers, he fell 
down on the ground befoie him and presented to him the paper. 

1 An affidavit amongst Moslems is “ litis deemo,” as 111 the jurisprudence of 
medieval Europe. 
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The Commander of the Faithful read the petition, and having 
untleiftfood the case, deigned give order saying, “To-moirow bring 
the accuser and the accu.sed to the audicncc-hall and place the peti¬ 
tion before my presence, for I myself vnH enquire into tins matter.” 
That night the Prince of Tiue Believers, as was his wont, donned 
disguise to walk about the squares of Baghdad and its sheets and 
Line* and, accompanied by ja’afar die Barmaid and Mnsiih the 
Sv.order of his vengeance, proceeded to espy what happened in the 
city Immediately on issuing forth, he came upon an open place 
m the Bazar when he hentd the hubbub of children a-playing, and 
saw at scanty distance some ten or dozen boys making sport 
amongst themselves in the moonlight, and he slopped awhile to 
v.ali h thiiii chveiMOii. Then one amongst the lads, a goodly and 
a fail -com plcxioued, said to the others, “Come now and let us 
phy the game of Ivazi: I will be the Judge; let one of you be 
A)i KJwajah, and another the merchant with whom he placed the 
thousand nslnafis in pledge hefoic firing on his pilgrimage: so 
come ye before me and let each one plead his plea.” When the 
Caliph heard the name of All Klnvajah he minded him of the 
petition which had been ptesenled to him for justice against the 
merchant, and bethought him that he would wait and see how the 
hoy would peiform the pint of Kazt in their game, and upon what 
decision he would decide Bo the Prince watched the mock-trial 
with keen inteiest, saying to himself, “This case hath verily made 
such stir witlim the city that even the chiidien know thereof, and 
10-nct it 111 their sports.” Presently, he amongst the lads who took 
the part of Ali Khwajah the plaintiff, and his playmate who repre¬ 
sented the met chant of Baghdad accused of theft, advanced and 
stood bcfoie tlie boy who as the Iva/i sat in pomp and dignity, 
Quoth the Judge, “O Ali Khwajah, what is thy claim against this 
merchant?” and the complainant preferred bis cliaigc in a plea of 
full detail. Then said the Kan to the boy who acted merchant, 
11 What answerest thou to this complaint, and why didst thou not 
icturn the gold pieces?” The accused made reply even as the 
real defendant had done, and denied the charge before the Judge, 
piofessmg himself leady to take oath thereto. Then said the boy- 
Kad, “ Ere thou .swear on oath that thou hast not taken the 
mono), I would fain sec for myself the jai of olives which the 
plaintiff deposited with thee on bust.” Then turning to the boy 
who icpicsented Ali Khwajah he cried, “Go thou and instantly 
produce the jai that I may inspect it.” And when the vessel was 
brought the K.ui said to the two contentious, “ Bee now and say 
me: he this the very jai which thou, the plaintiff, Icflest with the 
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defendant?” and both answered that it was one and the same 
Then said the self-constituted judge, “Open now the jar and bring 
hither some of the contents that I may see the state m which the 
Asafiri olives actually are.” Then, tasting of the fruit, “How is 
this ? I find their flavour is fresh and their stale excellent Surely 
during the lapse of seven twelvemonths the dives would have 
become mouldy and rotten, Bring now befoic me two oil- 
merchants of the town that they may pass opinion upon them.” 
Then two other of the boys assumed the parts commanded and 
coming into court stood before the Kazi, who asked, “Are ye olive- 
merchants by trade?” They answered, “We are and this hath 
been our calling for many generations and in buying and selling 
olives we earn our daily bread.” Then said the Kazi, “ Tell me 
now, how tong do olives keep fresh and well-flavoured ? ” and said 
they, “O my lord, howeser carefully we keep them, after the thud 
year they change flavour and colour and become no longer fit for 
food, in fact they are good only to be cast away.” Thereupon 
quoth the boy-Kazi, ‘Examine me now these olives that are in 
this jar and say me how old are they and what is their condition 

and savour.”-And as the morn began to dawn Shahra/ad held her 

peace till 

(Efic *ulr of t{jc jpunOrefc ant JFoihmmonti 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that the two 

boys who played the parts of oil-merchants pretended to take some 
berries from the jar and taste them and piescntly they said, “0 our 
lord the Kazi, these olives are in fair condition and full-flavoured ” 
Quoth the Kazi, “Ye speak falsely, for 7 tis seven years since Ah 
Khwajah put them in the jar as he was about to go a-pilgrimagmg ”; 
and quoth they, “Say whatso thou wilt, those olives are of this 
year’s growth, and there is not an oil-merchant in all Baghdad but 
who will agree with us.” Moreover, the accused was made to taste 
and smell the fruits, and he could not but admit that it was even 
so as they had avouched. Then said the boy-Kazi to the boy- 
defendant, “'Tis cleai thou art a rogue and a rascal, and thou hast 
done a deed wheiefor thou richly deseivest the gibbet.” Hearing 
this the children fnsked about and clapped their hands with glee 
and gladness, then seizing hold of him who acted as the merchant 
of Baghdad, they led him off as to execution. The Commander 
of the Faithful, Haiun al-llashid, was greatly pleased at this 
aeuleness of the boy who had assumed the part of judge in the 
play, and commanded his Wazir Ja'afar saying, “Mark well the 
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lad who enacted the Kan m this mock-trial and see that thou pro¬ 
duce him on the morrow : he shall try the case in my piesence 
substantially and in real earnest, even as we have heaid him deal 
with it in play Summon also the Kazi of this city that he may 
leam the administration of justice from this child. Moreover, send 
word to Ali Khwajah bidding bun bring with hun the jar of olives, 
and ha\e also m icadmess two oil-merchants of the town.” Thus 
as they walked along, the Caliph gave oiders to the Wazir and 
then returned to Ins jialace. So on the moriow Ja'afar the l 3 ar- 
inalci went to that quarter of the town wheio the chilcheii had 
enacted the mock-tnal and asked the schoolniastei where his 
scholars might be, and lie answeied, “Ihey have all gone away, 
t-acli to his home.” So the Minister visited the houses pointed 
out to him and onleied the little ones to appear in his piesence. 
Accordingly, they true brought befoie him, when lie said to them, 
“Who amongst you is he that yesternight acted the part of Kazi 
in play and passed sentence in the case of All Kliwajah?” The 
eldest of them replied, “T’was I, O niy loid the Wazn "; and 
then he waxed pale, not knowing why the question was put. Cued 
the Munster, “ Come along with me ; the Commander of the Faith¬ 
ful hath need of thee" At this the mother of the lad was sore 
afraid and wept, but Ja’afar comfoited her and said, "O my lady, 
have no fear and tiouble not thyself. Thy son will soon return to 
thee in safety, Iushallah—Cod willing—and niuthinks the Sultan 
will show much favour unto luni.” The woman’s heart was 
he.utuned on hearing these words of the Wazir, and she joyfully 
dieted her hoy in his best attire and sent him off with the Wazir, 
who led him by the hand to the Caliph’s audience-hall and executed 
all tlie other commandments which had been issued by hio liege 
lord Then the Commamlei of the Faithful, having taken seat 
upon the throne of justice, set the boy upon a seat beside him, and 
as soon as the contending patties appeared befoie him, that is Ah 
Khwajah and the merchant of Jiuglulad, he commanded them to 
state each man his case in piesence of the child who should 
adjudge tlie suit. So the two, plaintiff and defendant, lecounted 
their contention hefoto tlie boy in full detail j and when the 
accused stoutly denied the charge and was about to swear on 
oath that wluit lie said was tme, with hands uplifted and facing 
Ka’ubah-v.aids the child-Ka/t pi evented him, saying, “Knough! 
swear noL on oath till thou art hidden ; and first let the jai of olives 
he product <1 in Couit.” Foilhwiih the jar was brought forwaid and 
plated l-Uuie him ; and the lad bade open it j then, tasting one he 
gate .luo to iwo oil-nreit hunts who had been summoned, that they 
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might do likewise and declare how old was the fruit and whether its 
savour "as goad 01 bad. They did his bidding and said, “The flavour 
of these olives hath not changed and they are of this year’s growth.” 
Then said the boy, “Melhinks ye are mistaken, for seven years 
ago All Khwajah put the olives into the jar: how then could fruit 
of this yeai find their way therein?” But they replied, “'Tis even 
as we say an thou believe not our woids send stimghtwny for 
other oil-meichants and make enquiiy of them, so shall thou know 
d we speak, sooth or lies.” But when the merchant of Baghdad 
saw that he could no longer avail to piove Ins innocence, he con¬ 
fessed everything, to wit, how he had taken out the ashrafis and 
Idled the jai with fiesh olives. Healing this the boy said to the 
1 ’rnice of Tiue Beheveis, “ 0 gracious Sovereign, last night in 
play we tued this cause, but thou alone hast power to apply the 
penalty. I have adjudged the matter in thy presence and I humbly 
pray that thou punish this meichant according to the law of 
the Koran and the custom of the Apostle, and thou decree the 
icstonng of his thousand gold pieces to All Khwajah, for that 

he hath been proved entitled to them.”-And as the mom began 

to dawn Shahia/ad held her peace till 

t£I)c tril1 of tV)c §\). V)unDrrti imU Joity-tfmto 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the 

Caliph oideied the meichant of Baghdad to be taken away mid be 
hanged, aftei he should have made known wheic he had put the 
thousand asluafis and that these should have been restored to their 
nghtful ownci, Ali Khwajah He also turned to the Ka?i who had 
hastily adjudged the case, and bade him learn from that lad to do Ins 
duty moie sedulously and conscientiously. Moieovei, the Prince of 
True Believers embiaced the boy, and ordered that the Wozir give 
him a thousand pieces at gold fioni the royal treasury and conduct 
him safely to his home and patents. 1 And after when the lad grew to 

1 In Arab folh-loie Micro are many instances of such precocious boys —infants 
h.nblfK Ihuy must be in leal life. In Ibn Khali (ni 104) we find notices of a 
IMiik, “ Kil.lb Nujnlj.i ul-AlmA”=Tie.ilisi. oil Distinguished Children, by Ibn 7 ak.tr 
il-S ikailt (the Sicilian), ol) A D. ndy-70 And the boy-Kan is a favourite role 
in the pi ays of peasant-lads who enjoy tbc irreverent “ clij.fl 1 almost as much as 
"liui “makinga Pasha.” ’ibis reminds 11s of ihe boys electing Cyrus ns their 
King in spoil (Ileiodulus, 1. 114). For the cycle of ‘‘ Piecocious Child 1 ui ” and 
ilieir ndientuies, see Mr, Clousion (Popular 'lalus, etc,, ii 1-14), who oitcis into 
■be pedigrees and alhlialinn. I must, In nvevei, dillbr fiom tint able wnlci when lie 
u ninths at the end, “ And now we may rcgaid the story of Yulunis Maviinusnith 
s isptumi, and that of Lloyd ns absolutely online, so lar as William Key's alleged 
■■b.ue m the * c,e.e The jest o< the event happening ngim and again is no valid 
proof of ils iiiilrulh, and it is often tiaidcr to believe in derivation lluu in spoti- 
* 'iie.ais growth. 

Q 2 
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man’s estate, the Commandet of the Faithful made him one of his 
(.up-companions and fuitheied his fot tunes and ever entieated him 
with the highmost honour But when Queen Shahia/ad had ended 
the stoiy of Ali Khwajah and the Meichant of Baghdad she said 
‘‘Now, O auspicious King, I would relate a moie excellent histoiy 
than any, shouldst thou be pleased to heai that I have to say M ; and 
King Shahiyar lephcd, “By Allah I what an admiiable tale is this 
thou hast told: my eats do long to hcai anothei as rate and commend¬ 
able." So Shalua/ad began foithught to iccount the advenluies of 1 


PUINCE AHMAD AND THE FAIRY 
PERI-BANU. a 


In days of yoie and times long gone belore thoic was a Sultan 
of India who begat thiee sons, the eldest bight Prince Husayn, 
the second Pi nice Ali, and the youngest Prince Ahmad ; moioovei, 
he had a niece, named Piincoss Nui ahNihAi,® the daughtei of his 
< adet brother, who, dying early, left his only child under her uncle's 
ehaige The King busied himself with abundant diligence about 
her mstiuction, and tooh all caie that she should be taught to lead 

1 Iu Gullmul, Mi Cogut, Alan hand dc Bagdad, is ducclly followed by the 
Unlove dn Chcval Emhanti. Foi this “ Ebony IIoisc,” ns I have called it, see 
vol. in. p 415, cl sen 

2 “ Hnmi’' = A lady, n danic of high degice genu ally, e.g. the (Shah's) Uami-i- 
l (iucin. iu James Mntiui (“ The Mum,” in, 50), who lightly tcudcis Pat 1 Banti— 
Pan of ihe hist quality, “ Peii ” (I’m 1) in its jmxleni Ibim bus a siipuificint 
1 (.semblance lo “ hairy” ; but litis disappears m the “ Painkn M of the Avesla, and 
the “ L'amk” of the modem l’.wsee. Iu one language only, the MulUni, there u 

masculine foun foi llie woid, “ PaiA ”=a he-f.iiry (Scindc, ii. 203), In Al-Islmn 
these Peris me beautiful feminine spirits, who, cieated nftci the “Dlvs” (Tabari, 
1. 7), mostly believe m Allah and the Km an and desti c the good of mankind : they 
are often attached by the said l)ivs, giants 01 demons, who imprison them in cages 
hung to the highest trees, unci liere the captives are visited by theii friends who feed 
them with tho sweetest of scents I have already contrasted them with the green- 
coaled pygmies to which the grotesque [anc> ol Ntulhern Kiuopehns induced Lhcm. 
Ll.inii 111 Pers. =a pimecss, a lady, ami is still much used, c.g. Baiifi-i-TIuum, the 
IJanie of the Serraglio, whom foieigneis call "Queen ofl’cisia” ; and Aiam-Banu 
= “ the calm Pnnress,” a nickname A Gicek story equivalent of Pi nice Alnnad 
is told by ]>io in Contes Popt lanes Gn'ts (No n. p 98) and culled Th ^puyo 
kovtukl , the Golden 1 m>x. Tlnec youths (irukX.iKapiu') love the same gnl and 
agree lliat whoever shall l«un the best crafl («y«os /idOt) 7r\di<i Kd\yv reKviji 1 ) 
shall marry her; one becomes an asUologci, the second can iaise the dead, and 
Lhc third can run fastei Lban air. They find her at death’s doru, mid hm soul, 
which was nl her teeth ready to stall, goes down (sol 7ru 'q \pv\t\ nj'i ki Xrw v 
7 ruurai'€ TrAciri irrn not /ftu tijs). 

3 Light of the Day, 
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and mite, sew and embioidei, sing and deftly touch all instruments 
of niii tli and meriimcnt. This Piinccss also in beauty and 
loveliness and in wit and wisdom far excelled all the maidens of hci 
own age in eveiy land. She was biought up with the Piinces, hei 
cousins, in all joyanco, and they ale together and played together 
and slept together And the King had determined in his mind 
that when she reached maiuagcable age he would give her in 
wedlock to some one of the neighboming loyalties, but when she 
came to yeais of discietion lici uncle perceived tliat the tlnee 

Piinces, his sons, were all thicc deep in love of her, and each 

desned in his hcait to woo and to win and to wed her. Whcrefoie 
was Lhe King sore troubled in mind, and said to himself, “An I 
give the Lady Nui nl-Nihat in wedlock to any one of hei cousins, 
the other twain will be dissatisfied and murmur against my decision; 
withal my soul cannot enduic to see them grieved and disappointed 
And should I many lici to some stianger, the tluec Piinces, my 
sons, will be soic distressed and saddened in soul; nay, who knoweth 
that they may not slay themselves or go foith and betake them to 
some far and foicign land? The mattei is a tioublous and a 
perilous, so it behoveth me, their site, to take action on such wise that 
if one of them espouse hei the other two be not displeased theieat.'' 
Long lime the Sultan tevolvcd the matter in his mind; and at 
length he devised a device ; and, sending for the thieo Piinces, 
addressed them saying, “0 my sons, ye aie in my opinion of equal 
merit one with other; nor can 1 give prefeience to any of you and 
marry him to the Piinccss Nur al-Nihar; nor yet am I empoweied 
to wed her with all tlnee. But I have thought of one plan 

whereby she shall be wife to one of you, and yet shall not cause 

aught of iik or envy to bis brethten; so may youi mutual love and 
affection remain unabated, and one shall never be jealous of the 
other's happiness, Brief, my device is this:—Go ye and tiavel to 
distant countries, each one separating himself bom the others; and 
do ye biing me back the thing most wondious and marvellous of all 
sights ye may sec upon your wayfaiings; and he who shall return 
with the latest of cuiiositics shall be husband to the Piinccss Nui 
al-Nihar. Consent ye now to this proposal; and whatso of money 
ye require foi tiavel and for the put chase of objects seld-seen and 
singular, take ye fiom the toyal tieasuiy as much as ye desiie.” 
The tlnee Piinces, who were ever submissive to their sire, consented 
with one voice to this proposal, and each was satisfied and con¬ 
fident that he would bring the King the most extraordinary of 
gifts and thereby win the Princess to wife. So the Sultan bade 
give to each what moneys he wanted without stint or account, and 
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counselled them to make ready for the journey without stay or 

delay and depart their home in the Peace of Allah,-And as 

he morn began to dawn Shahiazad held her peace till 


f/Tjjc cnU of tljc i&iy jbmibi'ctJ nrui JovbdomHj 


Then said she •—I have heard, O auspicious King, that the three 
princely brothers forthiighl made them ready foi journey and 
voyage. So they donned disguise, piefomng the chess of wander¬ 
ing merchants , and, buying such things as they needed and taking 
with them each hid suite, they mounted steeds of purest blood and 
1 ocle foith in a body ftom the palace. For several stages they 
tiavellcd the same road until, reaching a place where it blanched 
off in tluec different ways, they alighted al a Khan and ate the 
evening meal. Then they made compact and covenant, that 
whereas they had thus far tvavelled together, they should -it break 
of day take separate roads and each wend Ius own way and all 
seek diffeient and distant regions, agreeing to travel for the space 
of one year only, after which should they be in the land of the 
living, all thiee would rendezvous at that same caiavanseiai and 
1 eturn in company to the King their sire. Furthermore, the> 
determined that the first who came back to the Khan should await 
the auival of the next, and that two of them should tairy theie in 
expectancy of the third. Then, all this matter duly settled, the) 
ictucd to rest, and when the morning mo trowed they fell on one 
another’s necks and bade faiewcll ; and, lastly, mounting then hoiscs, 
they lode foith each in his own dnecl'on Now Prince Husayn, 
tire eldest, had oft heard recount the wonders of the land Bislian- 
garh, 1 and for a long while had wished to visit it; so he took the 

1 Gotland has “ Ithuagaiwhich the tl. V couupis to Italian-Garlic 
Vishnu’s Fort, nu nitei misnunici. ltanngai, like Bijnngm, Rcejaiuiggm, Vizia- 
miggur, etc , is a 1 'iakrit coruiption of the Sail shut Yjjayanagnru — City of Victor), 
the far-famed Hindu uty and capital of the Nninsingha 01 Lord of Southein 
India, mentioned m The Nights, night dxhv Nicolo dc Conti in the xvth 
century, found it a magnificent scat of Empire some fifteen marches south of tire 
pestilential mountains which contained the diamond mines. Accounts of its icnoiwi 
and condition in the last gen elation have been given by James Grunt (“ Remarks 
on the Dekkan”), and by Captain Mooie (“Operations ol Lit Lie’s Detachment 
against Tippoo Sultan ”) Tlic latest description of it is in u The Indian Empire/’ 
by Sir William \V. Hunter. Vijiyanagar, village in llelkiy distiict. Madias, 
Int 15 0 iS'N., long. 76 0 30' E. j pop, (1871) 437, inhabiting 172 houses The 
proper name of this village is flawpt, but Vijdy.inagar was Llie name of the 
dynasty (?) and of the kingdom which had Us capital here and was the last gieal 
Hindu powci of the South. Founded by two adienlurcjs, in the middle of tin 
Mvlh ccntiuy, it lasted for two ccnlmics till ils slur went down at T.ilikot in 
A,D 1565. Foi a dcsciiplion of the rums of the old city of Vijdyanagar, which 
covers a total cuea of nine square miles, see “ Murray’s Handbook for Madras,” by 
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road which Ted thither, and, joining himself to a caiavan journeying 
that way, accompanied it by land and by water and traversed many 
regions, deseit wilds and stony wolds, dense jungles and feitile 
tracts, with fields and hamlets and gardens and townships. After 
three months spent in wayfaie, at length he made Bishangath, a 
region over-reigned by manifold inlets, so gteat was its extent and 
so far reaching was its powet. He put up at a Khan built specially 
for met chants who came from the faithest lands, and fiom the folic 
who dwelt therein he heaid tell that the city contained a large 
cential maikct 1 whciein men bought and sold all mannei of rarities 
and wondious things. Accordingly, next day Prince Husayn 
repaired to the Bazar and on sighting it he stood amazed at the 
prospect of its length and width. It was divided into many streets, 
all vaulted over but lit up by skylights; and the shops on eithei 
side were substantially budded, all aftei one pattern and nearly of 
the same size, while each was fionted by an awning which kept off 
the glare and made a grateful shade. Within these shops weie 
ranged and ordered various kinds of waies ; there weie bales of 
"woven aii E ” and linens of finest tissue, plain-white or dyed or 
adorned with life-like patterns wherefiom beasts and trees and 
blooms stood out so distinctly that one might believe them to be 
veiy Petals, bosquets and gardens. There weie, moreover, silken 
goods, brocaded stuffs, and finest satins fiom Persia and Egypt of 
endless profusion; in the China warehouses stood glass vessels of 
all kinds, and here and there were stoves wherein tapestries and 
thousands of fool carpets lay foi sale. So Prince Husayn walked 
on fiom shop to shop, and maiveiled much to see such wondrous 
things whereof lie had never even dreamt, and he came at length 

E B, Easlwick (1870)1 vol. Ik. p. 235. Authentic history in Southern India 
begins with the Hindu kingdom of Vijiijunagar, 01 Nnrsinha, from A.D. 1118 to 
1565. The capital can still lie traced within the Madias district of Bellary, on the 
right bank of tile Tungabluulra livei—vast nuns of temples, fortifications, tanks 
and bridges, haunted by hyxnas and snakes. For at least three centuries Vij&y. 
aiingnr lined over the southern part of the Indian triangle. Its Rajas waged war 
and made peace on equal terms with the Mohammedan sultans of the Deccan. Sec 
vol. iv. p. 335, Sir W. VV. Hunter’s " Impenal Gazetteer of India,” Edit. 1881, 
r The witter menus the grent Bazar, the Indian "Omulc,’’ which=our 
English Carfax or Caifex (C01 refom) and forms the coie of ancient cities in the 
East. It is in some places, as Damascus, huge as one of the quarters, and the 
narrow sheets or lanes, vaulted over 01 thatched, are all closed at night by heavy 
doors well guarded by men and clogs. Titides are still localised, each owning its 
own street, after the fashion of older England, where \vc read of Drapers’ Lane and 
Bulchcis 1 Row ; Lombaid Street, Cheapside, and Old Jewry. 

2 The local name of the Patna gauzes. The term was originally applied to 
the piodoce of the Coan Looms, which, however, was anticipated in ancient Egypt. 
See p. 2S7 of “ L'Archeologic Egyptienne ” (Paris, A. Quantin) of the learned 
Piofessor G. Maspeio, a most able popular work by a savant who lias left many 
1 egrets on the banks of Nil us 



248 Supplemental Nights, 

to the Goldsmiths' Lane, and espied gems and jewels and golden 
and silvern vessels studded with diamonds and rubies, emeralds, 
pearls, and other piecious stones, all so lustrous and dazzling bright 
that the stores were lit up with their singular biilltancy. Heieat 
he said to himself, “ If in one sheet only thcie be such wealth and 
jewels so iare, Allah Almighty and none save he knoweth what may 
be the riches in all this city," He was not less astonished to 
oehold the Thalliums, how theii woman-kind for excess of opulence 
bedecked themselves with the finest gems and weie ornamented 
with the 1 ichcst geai ftom front to foot. Their very slave-boys and 
handmaids wore golden necklaces and biacelets and bangles studded 
with precious .stones. Along the length of one maikct sticet weie 
ranged hosts of flower-sellt-TS, for all the folk, both high and low, 
aoie wieaths and garlands. Some earned nosegays in hand, othet 
some bound fillets round theii heads, while not a few had lopes 
and festoons suriounding and hanging from then necks. The 
whole place seemed one huge pailene of bloonieiy; even Uadeis 
set bouquets in every shop and stall, and the scented air was heavy 
with peifume Stiolling to and fio Police Husayn was picsently 
tned, and would fain have sat him down somewheie to lest awhile, 
when one of the merchants, noting his look of weaiiness, with 
kindly couitesy prayed him be seated in his store. After saluting 
him with the salam the stiangci sat down, and anon lie saw a biokci 
come that way, offeiing loi sale a carpel some four yaids squaie, 
and ciying, “This be fot sale. Who givelh me Us woitW? To wit, 

thirty thousand gold pieces."-And as the mom began to dawn 

Shnhrazad held hei peace till 

C!ic ntti of tljc ^ij; IbtmtJrrti ani Joi‘ti>=ftftD JQffl'bt. 

Then said she :- 1 have hcaid, 0 auspicious King, that the 

Prince maiveiled with excessive maivcl at the price, and, beckon¬ 
ing the dealer, examined his wares light well; then said he, “A 
caipet such as this is, sellelh for a few silveilings. What speeial 
virtue hath it that thou demandcsl theiefoi the sum of thiity 
thousand gold coins?” The biokcr, believing Ilusayn to be a 
meichaut man lately atrived at Ihshungath, answeted him saying, 
“ O my loid, thmkesl thou I ptice this caipet at too high a 
value? My mastci hath bidden me not to sell it for fewer than 
foity thousand ashiafis." Quoth the Piinee, “It suiely cloth 
possess some wondrous virtue, otherwise thou wouldst not demand 
so piodigious a sum"; and quoth the bioker, “ ’Tis tiue, O my 
lord, its pioperties are singular and maivellous. AVhocvei sittetli 
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on this carpet and willeth in thought to be taken up and set down 
upon other site will, in the twinkling of an eye, be borne thither, 
be that place near-hand or distant many a day’s journey and 
difficult to teach. 1 " The Piince heating these words said to him¬ 
self, '‘Naught so wondei-iaie as this rug can I cairy back to the 
Sultan my sire to my gift, ot any that afford him higher satisfac¬ 
tion and delight. Almighty Allah be piaiscd, the aim of my 
way fate is attained and hcieby, Inshallah I I shall win to my 
wish. This, if anything, will be to him a joy for ever," Wheie- 
lore the Prince, with intent to buy the Flying Caipet, turned to 
the btokei and said. “If indeed it have properties such as thou 
descubesl, vciily the price thou askest theiefor is not ovei-much, 
and I am ready to pay thee the sum lcquhed.” The other 
rejoined, “An thou doubt my woids I pi ay thee put them to the 
lest and by such proof lcniove thy suspicions. Sit now upon this 
Minnie of tapestiy, and at thy mcie wish and will it shall t ran spent 
us to the caiavanscrai whciein thou abidest. on this wise shall 
thou be ceitided of my words being sooth, and when assured of 
their truth thou mayest count out to me, there and then, hut not 
before, the value of my waies.” Accordingly, the man spiead out 
the carpet upon .the ground behind his shop and seated the Prince 
iheieupon, he silting by his side. Then, at the mere will a and 

1 The great prototype or the Flying Carpet is that of Suhyman bin Dilikl, a 
fable which the Koran (chap, xxi, Si) honowed fioni the Talmud, not from 
*' Indian fictions.” It was of green scndal embroidered with gold and silver and 
studded with piecious scones, and its length and lneadth wcie such that all the 
Wise King’s host could stand upon it, the men to the left and the Jrnns to the right 
of the tin one ; and when all wcie ordered, the Wind, at royal command, raised it 
and wafted it whithei the Prophet would, while an auny of birds flying overhead 
canopied the host from the sun. In the Middle Ages the legend assumed another 
form. “ Duke Kichnid, sumamed ' Richiud sans peur,’ walking with his couitiers 
one evening in the finest of Moulmeaux, near one of his castles on the banks or ihc 
Seine, lienung a prodigious noise coming towards limi, sent one of his esquires to 
know what was the matter, who brought linn word that it was a company of 
people under a leader or King Richard, with five hundred of his bravest 
Normans, went out to see a sight winch the peasants wcie so accustomed to that 
ihey viewed it two or tin ce tunes ft week without fear The sight of the troop, 
preceded by two men, who spiead a cloth on thcgiound, made all the Normans run 
away, and leave the Duke alone. lie saw the strangers form themselves into a 
circle on the cloth, and on asking who they were, was told that they were (he 
spirits of Charles V , King of France, and his servants, condemned to expiate their 
sins by fighting all night against the wicked and the damned. Richard desired In 
be of their parly, and iccciving a strict chaigc not to quit the cloth, was conveyed 
with them to Mount Sinai, where, leaving them without quilling the doth, lie said 
his, prayeis m the Church of St Catherine’s Abbey there, while they were fighting, 
and returned with them. In proof of the tiulh of (his story, lie brought back hah 
the wedding-ring of a knight in that convent, whose wife alter six years, concluded 
him dead, and was going to take a second husband ” (No'e in the Lucknow 
Edition of The Nights ) 

2 Amongst Eastern peoples, and especially adepts, the will of man is not a 
mere term for a menial or ccrebial operation, it takes the rank of a substance. 
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wish of Prince Husayn, the twain were al once transported as; 
though borne by the throne of Solomon to the Khan. So the 
eldest of the brothel's joyed with exceeding joy to think that h; 
had won so larc a thing, whose like could nowhere be found in 
the lands noi amongst the Kings; and his heatt and soul weic 
gladdened foi that he had come to Bishangaih and hit upon 
such a piodigy. Accoidmgly, he counted out the forty thousand 
ashtafis as payment foi the carpet, and gave, moreover, another 
twenty thousand by way of sweetmeat to the broker. Further¬ 
more, he ceased not saying to himself that the King on seeing itr 
would forthright wed him to the Princess Nur al-Nihar ; for it 
were clear impossible that either of Ins brothers, e’en though the) 
searched the whole world over and over, could find a rarity to com¬ 
pare with this. He longed to take seat upon the carpet that very 
instant and ily to his own country, or, at least, to await Ins brothers 
at the caravanserai where they had parted under promise and! 
covenant, pledged and concluded, to meet again at the year’s end. 
But presently he bethought him that the delay would be long and 
longsome and much he feared lest he be tempted to take some 
rash step; wheiefoie he tesolved upon sojourning in the country 
whose King and subjects he had ardently desired to behold for many 
a day, and determined that he would pass the time in sight-seeing 
and in pleasuring over the lands adjoining. So Prince Husayn- 
tamed in Brshangarh some months. Now the King of that 
country was wont to hold a high court once every week foi 
heanng disputes and adjudging causes which concerned foieign 
merchants; and thus the Prince oft-tmics saw the King, but to none* 
would he tell a word of Ins adventure. However, inasmuch as he- 
was comely of countenance, graceful of gait, and courteous of accost, 
stout hearted and stiong, wise anc! ware and witty, lie was held b) 
the folk in highei honoin than the Sultan ; not to speak of the 
traders his fellows, and in due time he became a favourite at 
court and learned of the ruler himself all matters concerning his. 
kingdom and his giandeui and greatness. The Prmcc also- 
visited the most famous Pagodas 1 of that country. The fust he- 
saw was wrought in brass and ouchalch of most exquisite work¬ 
manship : its inner cell measured tluce yards square and contained 
a-tmddleinost a golden image in si/c and statute like unto a man 

1 The text La-. “ lint-Kh.iiMh* , =nlot-honse (or room) syn with “ lint 
ICad.ili ” = image-cuddy, which li.ii been {imposed as the deiivation of the disputed 
“ Pagoda." The word “ Khanah ’* also appeals in our balcony, ought. “ balcony,’ 
through the South Kiirupcan tongnes, nic Pusmn being “ li.U.l-KliaiirOi "—high 
room. Fiom “ Kuclnh " also we derive ,l cuddy,” now confined to naiilic.il 
language. 
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of wondrous beauty; and so cunning was the workmanship that 
the face seemed to fix its eyes, two immense rubies of enotmous 
value, upon all beholders no matter where they stood. 1 He also 
saw another idol-temple, not less stiangc and laie than this, 
budded in a village on a plain surface of some half acre long and 
broad, wherein bloomed lovely lose-tiees and jasmine and herb- 
basil and many other sweet-scented plants, whose perfume made 
the air rich with fiagrance. Around its couit lan a wall Ihtee 
feet high, so that no animal migni stiay thciem , and in the 
cenlie was a tenacc well-nigh the height of a man, all made of 
white marble and wavy alabaster, each and every slab being 
diessed so deftly and joined with such nice joinery that the whole 
pave men h albeit covering so great a space, seemed to the sight but 
a single stone. In the centre of the teirace stood the domed fane 
toweling some fifty cubits high and conspicuous for many miles 
around; its length was thirty cubits and its breadth twenty, and 
the red marbles of the revetment were clean polished as a mirror, 
so that aveiy image was reflected in it to the life. The dome 
was exquisitely caived and sumptuously ornamented without, 
and within were ranged in due tank and sequence lows and rows 
of idols. To this, the Holy of Holies, from mom till eve 
thousands of Brahmins, men and women, came flocking for daily 
worship. They had sports and diversions as well as rites and 
ceremonies: some feasted and others danced, some sang, others 
played on instillments of mirth and merriment, while here and 
there were plays and levels and innocent merry-makings. And 
hither at eveiy season flocked ftom distant lands hosts of pilgrims 
seeking to fulfil their vows and to peiform their orisons, all 
bringing gifts of gold and silver com aucl presents rare and costly 
which they olfeicd to the gods in piesence of the loyal officers 
-And as the mom began to dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

dljc cnti of t&c §bif l[)iMitovcto nirto JFoit]>>oijd( 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Prince 

Hu say 11 also saw a fete held once a year within the city of Bish- 
angaih, and the Ryots all, both great and small, gathered together 
and ciicumambulated the Pagodas, chiefly circuiting one which 
in size and grandeur surpassed all others. Gic.it and learned 


1 Em ope contains suruhy plenties which have, 01 me supposed to have, this 
properly ; witness the famous Sudaiium bearing the head of Jesus. The trick, for 
it is not Ait, is highly ndiniicd by the credulous. 
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Pandits veisccl m the Shastias 1 made journeys of four or five 
months and gieeted one another at that festival; thithei too the 
folic fiom all parts of India pilgiimaged in such crowds that 
Prince Husayn was astounded at the sight; and by reason of the 
multitudes that thionged aiound the temples, lie could not see 
the mode in which the gods weie worshipped. On one side of the 
adjacent plain, which stretched far and wide, stood a new-made 
scaffolding of ample size and great magnificence, nine storeys 
high, and the lower pait supported by foity pillais; and hcie one 
day in eveiy wcelc the King assembled his Wazirs for the pin pose 
of meting out justice to all sliangcts m the land. The palace 
within was nchly ndoinccl and furnished with costly furniture 1 
without, upon the wall-faces were limned homely landscapes and 
scenes of foreign pails and notably all manner Leasts and birds 
and insects, even gnats and (lies, pour hayed with such skill of biain 
and cunning of hand that they seemed real and alive and the 
countiy-folk and villagers seeing fiom afar paintings of lions and 
tigcis and similar lavenous beasts, were filled with awe and dismay. 
On the tluee other sides of the scaffolding were pavilions, also of 
wood, built for use of the commons, illuminated and decoiatcd 
inside and outside like the first, and wroughten so cunningly that 
men could turn them iound, with all the people in them, and moving 
them about transfer them to whatsoever quailer they willed. On 
such wise they shifted these huge buildings by aid of machiuciy 2 , 
and the folk inside could look upon a succession of spoits and 
games. Moieovci, on each side of the square elephants weie 
ranged in lanks, the number amounting to well-nigh one thousand, 
their minks and cars and hinder pads being painted with cinnabni 
and adorned with various lively figures; their housings weie of 
gold biocade and their howdalis puifled with silvci, carrying 
minstrels who peifoimed on radons instalments, whilst buffoons 
delighted the crowd with their jokes and mimes played their most 
diverting paits, Of all the spoits, however, which the Ptincc 
beheld, the elephant show amused him most and filled him with 
the greatest adnination. One huge beast, which could be wheeled 
about wheie the kccpeis evci listed, for that his feel tested upon a 
post which travelled on castois, held in his tumk a flageolet 


1 ie, the Hindu Scripture or Holy Wilt, eg. “ Kama-Shastra M *the Cupid- 
gospcl. 

2 This shifting thcatic is evidently hollowed by Gallant] from Tliny (N. H,, 
xxxvi. 24), who tells that jn Tl.C 50, C. Cm 10 built two large wooden theatres 
which could he wheeled iound and foimed into an amphitheatre The simple 
device seems to stir the bile of the niiHicchaiiical old Roman, so unlike the Greek 
in powers of invention. 
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whereon he played so sweetly well that all the people weie fain to 
cry Bravo! There was another but a smallei animal which stood 
upon one end of a beam laid crosswise upon, and attached with 
lunges to, a wooden block eight cubits high, and on the further 
end was placed an iron weight as heavy as the elephant, who 
would piess down for some lime upon the beam until the end 
touched the ground, and then the weight would iaise him up 
again. 1 Thus the beam swung like a sec-saw aloft and adown; 
and, as it moved, the elephant swayed to and fio and kept tune 
with the bands of music, loudly trumpeting the while. The 
people, moieover, could wheel about this elephant from place to 
place as he stood balanced on the beam ; and such exhibitions of 
learned elephants wcie mostly made in presence of the King. 
Ptincc Husayn spent well-nigh a year in sight-seeing amongst 
the fairs and festivals of Bishangaih; and, when the period of the 
fraternal compact diew near, he spiead his carpet upon the court- 
ground behind the IChan wherein he lodged, and sitting thereon, 
together with the suite and the steeds and all he had bicmght with 
him, mentally wished that he might be transported to the caravan¬ 
serai where the three biothcts had agreed to meet. No sooner 
had he formed the thought than sUaighlway, in the twinkling of 
an eye, the caipet rose high in air and sped through space and 
earned them to the appointed stead where, still gaibcd as a merchant, 
he remained in expectation of his brothers’ coming. Hearken 
now, 0 auspicious King, to what befell Punce AH, the second 
brother of Piince Husayn. On the llurd day after lie had parted 
fioin the two otlieis, he also joined a caiavan and journeyed 
towaids Peisia ; then, aftei a march of foui months ai riving at 
Shiia/, the capital of Iran-land, he alighted at a Khan, he and his 
fellow-liavellers with whom lie had made a nuinnei of friendship ; 
and, passing as a jcwellei, thcie took up his abode with them. 
Next day the tradeis faied foith to buy waits and to sell their 
goods ; but Punce Ah, who had biought with him naught of 
vendible, and only the things he needed, presently doffed his 
travelling dress, and in company with a comrade of the caravan 
entered the chief Bazar, known as the Bazistdn, 2 or cloth-market. 
Ah strolled about the place, which was built of biiclc and wheie 


1 This irick Is now common in the circuses and hippodromes of Europe, horses 
and bulls being easily taught to pcifoim it; hut India has as yet not produced any¬ 
thing equal to die “ Cyclist elephant” of Pairs. 

2 This Arab -Peis, compound, which wu have corrupted to “ De^eatem ” or 
“ liezelmn” and " Be/cslcn,” piopcily means a market-place for Baz or Ba«v. = 
eloLh, line linen; but is usul by many wilt us us — lkuai, see “Kaysariah," 
vol. i night xxv. 
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all the shops had arched roofs lcstrng on handsome columns; and 
lie admired greatly to behold the splendid stoie-houses exposing 
for sale all manner goods of countless value. He wondeied much 
what wealth was in the town if a single market-street contained 
riches such as these And as the biokcis went about crying 
tlieii goods for sale, he saw one of them bending in hand an 
ivory tube in length about a cubit, which he was offering foi sale 
at the price of tliiily thousand ashiafis. Hearing such demand 
Prince Ah thought to himself, " Assuiedly this fellow is a fool who 

uibeth such a price foi so paltiy a thing.”-And as the morn 

began to dawn Shnhrazad held hei peace till 


(ZTfjc enh of tig |)««Uvct 5 irU -fcvlu-cciieutli 

'1 hen said she:- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Piince 

Ali presently asked one of the shopkccpcis with whom he had 
i lade Acquaintance, saying, “0 my friend, is this man a maniac that 
he askclb a sum of thirty thousand ashiafis foi this little pipe of 
ivory? Surely none save an idiot would give him such a pi ice and 
waste upon it such a mint of money.” Said die shopman, “0 my 
lord, this broker is wiser and wanci than all the otheis of Ins 
calling, and by means of him I have sold goods woith thousands 
of sequins Until yesterday he was in his sound senses; but I 
cannot say what slate is his to-day and whethei or no he have 
lost his wits, but tins wot I well, tli.il if he ask thirty thousand for 
yon ivoiy tube, ’twill be woith that same oi even moie. Howbcit 
we shah see with our own eyes. Sit thee here and rest within the 
shop until he pass this way ” So Piince All took scat where lie was 
hidden and presently the brokei was seen coming up the sticet. 
Then the shopman calling to him said, “O man, rare menL hath 
yon little pipe; foi all the folk aie astounded to licai thee ask so 
high a price therefor • nay moie, tins ft tend of mine thmketh that 
iliou ait ciazy.” The biokex, a man of sense, was on no wise 
chafed at these woids but answered with gentle speech, “O my 
Imd, I doubt not but that Ihoit must deem me a madman to ask 
so high a puce, and set so guiat a value upon an avticle so mean, 
hut when I shall have made known to thee its properties and 
virtues, thou wilt most loathly consent to take it at that valuation 
Not thou alone but all men who have henid me ciy my cry laugh 
rmcl name me tunny ” So saying, the brokei showed the Spying 
Tube to Punas Ah unci handing it to him said, “Examine well this 
ivory, the piopcities of which I will explain to thee. Thou seest 
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that it is furnished with a piece of glass at either end 1 II ; and, shouldst 
thou apply one extiemity theicof to thine eye, thou shalt see what 
thing soe’ev thou hstest and it shall appear close by thy side though 
patted ftotn thee by many an hundred of miles.” Replied the Piince, 
“This passeth all conception, nor can I believe it to be veridical until 

I shall have tested it and I become satisfied that 'tis even as thou 
sayest.” Heieupon the bioker placed the little tube in Prince All’s 
hand, and showing him the way to handle it said, “Wh.al.so thou 
mayest wish to descry will be shown to thee by looking tluough 
this ivory.” Piince Ali silently wished to sight his sue, and when 
he placed the pipe close to his eye foithwilh he saw him hale and 
heaity, seated on his tin one and dispensing justice to the people 
of his dominion. Then the youth longed with great longing to look 
upon his lady-lovL the Princess Nur al-Nihar; and straightway he 
saw her also, sitting upon hei bed, sound and sane, talking and 
laughing, whilst a host of handmaids stood mound awaiting her 
commands. The Prince was astonished exceedingly to behold this 
strange and wondiom spectacle, and said to himself, “An I should 
watidci the whole world over for ten yems or moie and seaich in 
its every coiner and cranny, I shall never find aught so rare and 
piecious as this tube of ivoty.” Then quoth he to the bioker, “The 
vntues of thy pipe I find are indeed those thou hast desenbed, and 
right willingly I give thee to its price the tlmty thousand ashrafis.” 
Replied the salesman, “O my loul, my master hath sworn an oath 
that he will not pint with it for fewei than foity thousand gold 
pieces/ Heieupon the Piince, undeistanding that the bioker was 
a just man and a tine, weighed out to him the forty thousand 
sequins and became maslct of the Spying Tube, enraptured with 
the thought that assuredly it would satisfy his sire and obtain for 

1 Tlie origin of the lens anti its applied u^e to the Iciest ope and the microscope 
are " lost ” {as the Castle-guides of lulinbiugli say) “m the glooms of antiquity M 
Well ground glasses have been discovered amongst the finds of Egypt and Assyria : 
indued, much of the finer vvmk of the primeval musts could not hove been done 
without such aid. In Em ope the “ spy-glass ” appeals fiist m the Opus Majlis of 
fhe learned Roger Bacon (circa. A D. 1270); and his “optic lube” (whence his 
saying “nil tilings are known by perspective”), chiefly contributed to make his 
wwle-sprtml fame as avi/ard. The telescope was popularised by Galileo who (as 
moslly happens) earned off anti still keeps, amongst the vulgni, all the honours of 
munition. Some “ IIIustiators " of The Nights confound ibis “Na/^arah,” the 
1 ’eis, “Diii-hin,” or fai-sccr, with the “.Magic Mitror,” a speculum winch 
according to Gowci was set up in Rome by Yrigilius the Magician; lienee the 
Minor of Glass in the Sqmio's tide; Merlin’s glassie Mirim of Spenser (F, Q , 

II 24}; the miriiU in Hie head of lire monstrous fowl which forecast the Spanish 
invasion to the Mexicans; the glass winch in the hands of Cornelius Agrij pa 
(A,I) 1520) showed to the Dari of Sinn.)' fair (ieialdinc “sick in her heel” ; 
to llic globe of glass in The I.iisiatls ; J >1 Dee’s show-stone, a bit of canm. 1 - 
usil ; and lastly, llie yinc and coppei tli*.h <>1 the ahsmdly tailed “ electiu- 
bmhigist.” I have noticed this mallei at some length in vautuis places. 
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him the hand of Princes Nur al-Nihar. So with mind at ease 
Ah journeyed tlnough Shiiaz and over sundry paths of Persia r 
and in fine, when the year was well-nigh spent he joined a caiavail 
and, tiavtiling bach to India, auived safe and sound at the 
appointed caravanserai whither Pi nice Husayn had foregone him, 
Theie the twain tairied awaiting the thiid biothci’s safe return 
Such, O King Shallvyar, is the story of the two brothers j and now 
I beseech thee incline thine ear and hearken to what befell the* 
youngest, to wit Prince Ahmad; F01 indeed his adventure is yet 
more petegiinc and seld-seen of all. When lie had patted fiom 
hrs biotheis, he took, the road leading to Samarkand; and, arriving 
thoie aftei long travel, he also like his biotheis alighted at a Khan 
Next day he faicd forth to see the matkct-squaie, which folk call 
the Ba/isran, and he found it fail ly laid out, the shops wrougluen 
with cunning woikmanship and filled with nue stuffs and piecious 
goods and costly merchandise. Now as he wandered to and fro he 
came across a brokei who was hawking a Magical Apple and cry 
ing aloud, ‘‘Who will buy this fruit, the puce whoicof be thirty-five 
thousand gold pieces?” Quoth Pi nice Ahmad to the mail, 
“Pnthcc let me see the fruit thou boldest in hand, and explain to 
me what hidden viilue it possesseth that thou art asking for it so 
high a value." Quoth the other, smiling and handing to him the 
apple “ Marvel not aL this, 0 good my loid : in sooth I am certi¬ 
fied that when I shall have explained iis pioportios and thou shalt see 
how it advantageth all mankind, thou wilt not deem my demand 
exorbitant; nay, lather thou wilt gladly give a tieasuie-house of 

gold so thou may possess it.”-And as the mom began to dawn 

Shahra/nd held her peace till 

3TW of dje g-ij Jovto dafitl) JEfiftM* 

Then said she:- 1 have heaid, O auspicious King, that the 

brokei said moieovor to Prince Ahmad, “Now hcaikcn to me, O 
my Iord ; and I will tell thee- what of viituc both in this artificial 
apple. If anyone be sick of a sickness however sore, nay more, 
if he be ill nigh unto death and peichance he smell this pome, he 
will forthwith recovei and become well and whole of whatsoever 
disease he had, plague or plcuiisy, fever or other malignant dis 
tcrnpei, as though lie had nevci been attacked ; and his strength 
will return to him foithnghl, and aftei smelling this fiuit lie will be 
free fiom all ailment and malady so long as life shall lemain to 
him.” Quoth Pnnce Ahmad, “Plow shall I be assured that what 
thou speakest is truth? If the matter be even as thou gayest, then 
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veiily I will grve thee right gladly the sum thou demanded.” 
Quoth the biokcr, “O my loid, all men who dwell in the parts 
about Sam.nkand know full well how there once lived in this city 
a sage of wondious skill who, afiei many yeais of toil and tiavail, 
wiought this apple by mixing medicines from hetbs and imneials 
comivlesb m number. A.U h\s good, which wws gient, he expended 
upon it, and when he had perfected it lie made whole thousands of 
sick folk whom lie diiectcd only to smell the fruit. Hut, alas I his 
life piescnlly came to an end and death overlook him suddenly ere 
he could save lumself by the maivellous scent, and, as he had won 
no wealth and left only a beicaved wife and a laige family of young 
childien and dependants manifold, his widow had no help but pio- 
vide foi them a maintenance by palling with this prodigy.” While 
the salesman was telling his tale to the Fiincc a ciowd of citizens 
galhcied around them and one amongst the folk, who was well 
known to the biokci, came fonvaid and said, “A ftiend of mine 
licth at home sick to the death: the doctois and suigeoiis all 
despaii of Ins life; so I beseech thee let him smell this fiuit that 
he may live,” Hearing these woids, I'nnce Ahmad turned to 
the salesman and said, *‘0 my fiicnd, if this sick man of whom 
thou heaiest can iccovei sticngth by smelling the apple, then will 

I sh night way buy it of thee at a valuation of forty thousand 
ashiafis.” The man had pci mission to sell iL for a sum o£ thiity- 
five thousand; so he was satisfied to icccive five thousand by way 
of biokoiage, and he lejoined, “Tis well, O my loid \ now 
mayest thou lest the virtues of this apple and be persuaded in 
thy mind: hundicds of ailing folk have I made whole by means 
of it." Accordingly, the Prince accompanied the people to the 
sick man’s house and found him lying on Ins bed with the breath 
in Ins nostiils; but as soon as the dying man smelt the fruit, at 
once locovenng slienglh he rose in peifect health, sane and sound. 
Ileieupon Ahmad bought the Magical Apple ol the dealer and 
conn Led out to him the forty thousand ashiafis. Presently, having 
gained the object of bis liavels, he lesolved to join some caravan 
marching India-waids and ictiiin to bis fathei’s home ; but mean¬ 
while he lesolved to solace himself with the sights and niaivels of 
Samaikand. His especial joy was to gaze upon the glorious plain 
(light Soghd, 1 one of the wonders of this woild : the land on all^ides 

1 DTTeibclot renders Soghd Samarkand == plain of Samarkand, Hence the 
old " Sogdiana,” the famed nnd classical capital of MKwar.iirnahr, our modern 
nransoxiann, now known ns Samarkand. The Hindi liniislalor lias turned 
“ Soghd ” into “ Sada,” mid gravely notes tliat " the village appertained to 
Arabia,” He possibly had a dun remembrance of the popular legend which derives 

II Samarkand ' from Shaitur or Samar bin Afrikus, the Tobba King of Al-Yamnn r 
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was a delight to the sight, emciald-grcen and blight, with chrystal 
lills like the plains of Paradise; the gaidens bore all manner flowers 
and fruits, and the cities and palaces gladdened the stiangei’s gaze. 
Aftei some days Piincc Ahmad joined a caiavan of mciehants wend¬ 
ing India-waids , and, when his long and longsome tiavel was ended, 
he at last reached the caravanseiai wheic his two biotlieis, Husayn 
and All, impatiently awaited his auival. The lluee lcjoieed with 
exceeding joy to meet once moic and fell on one another's necks, 
thanking Allah who had brought them back safe and sound, hale 
and heai Ly, aftei such prolonged and longsome absence. Then 
Prince Husayn, being the eldest, tinned to them and said, “Now 
it bohovelh 11s each to recount what hath belidcd him and 
announce what rate thing he hath biought back and what be the 
virtues thereof; and I, being the fust-bom, will be the foiumost to 
tub my adventures I bring with me horn IhsViangarh a teapot, 
mean to look at, but such me its properties that should any sit 
thereon and wish m mmd to visit counliy 01 city, he will at once 
be carried thither in case and safety although it be distant months, 
nay, ycais of journey I have paid foity thousand gold pieces to 
its puce ; and, aftei seeing all the wondeis of Bishangaih-land, I 
took seat upon my purchase and willed myself at this spot. 
Stiaightway I found myself here as I wished and have tamed in 
this caravanseiai three months awaiting youi arrival. The Plying 
Carpet is with me, so let him who lisleth make liial of it.” When 
the senior Piincc had made an end of telling his tale, Piincc Ah 
spake next and said, “0 my biothei, this caipel which thou hast 
biought is maivcl-iare and hath most wondtous gifts ; noi accord¬ 
ing to thy statement hath any m all the world seen aught to compaie 
with it.” Then bringing foith the Spying Tube, he pursued, “Look 
ye heie, I too have bought for foity thousand aslunfis somewhat 

whose. \woYite I will wow show forth to you.”-Awvl aa the wrovw 

began to dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

GTljc entr of tljc §>y.* ijjtmUfcfi mil JFoih>nmty JUifflih 

Then said she:- 1 have Jieaid, O auspicious King, that Prince 

Ali enlarged upon the values of his purchase and said:—“Ye sec 

who lay waste Soghtl city (“ Shamir kaiul ”=Slmmn destroyed); and when rebuilt 
the place was called by the Aiab. corruption Samaikaml See I bn Kballiknn, 
ji 480 Ibn Kaukal (Kititb al-Mam.Uik wa al-Mas.ilik — Rook of Realms and 
Routes), whose Oriental Geography (\th ccntuiy) was Lianslaled by Sa W. Ouscley 
(London, OnenLal 1 ’icss, 1800), followed by Alni ’I-Rida, mentions the Iliniyanlic 
inscription upon an non plate over the Kaili poilal ot banuuk.uid (Appendix 
No. lit,). 
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tins ixory pipe? By means of it man may descry objects bidden 
from hib sight and distant fiom him many a mile. 'Tis trill) a 
most woiulious. mailer and light woithy youi inspection, and you 
two may tiy it an ye will. Place but an eye dose to the smaller 
glass and fomi a wish in nunc! to see what thing soe’er yom soul 
desnelh , and, whcthci it be near-hand, 01 distant many hundreds of 
miles, this ivory will nuke the object look clear and dose to you," 
At these woids Prince Husayn took the pipe from Prince Ali, and 
applying his eye to one end as he had been dnected, then wished 
in his lieait Lo behold the Pnneoss Nur al-Nihar 1 , and the two 
bnjtheii watched him to learn what ho would say. Suddenly they 
saw lus face change coloui and withei as a wilted flower, while 1.1 
his agitation and distress a flood of uaus gushed from his eyes; 
and, eni his brotheis lccovered ho-m their amazement and could 
enquire the cause of such stiangeness, he cued aloud, “Alas! 
and well-away. We have enduied toil and tiavail, and we hu\ e 
travelled so fai and wide hoping to wed the Puncess Nyi al-Nihai. 
But 'tis all in vain ; I saw hei lying on her bed death-sick and 
like to bicathe hei last, and around hei stood hei women all 
weeping and wailing in the sorest of sonow. 0 my brotheis, an 
ye would see hei once again for the last Lime, lake ye one final 
look through the glass cte she be no moic." Heieat Prince All 
seized the Spying Tube and peered thiough it and found the con¬ 
dition of the Puncess even as his biothei Husayn had described ; 
so he pioscntly passed it over to Prince Ahmad, who also looked 
and was ceitified that the Lacly Nur al-Nihai was about to give up 
the ghost. So lie said to his elder btochers, “We thiee are alike 
love-distraught for the Princess and the dealest wish of each one 
is to win hei. Hei life is on the ebb, still I can save hei and 
make lici whole if we hasten to her without stay 01 delay.” So 
saying lie pulled ftom his pocket the Magical Apple and showed 
it to them crying, “ Tins thing is not less m value than either the 
Flying Caipct 01 the Spying Tube. In Samnikand I bought it for 
forty thousand gold pieces, and here is the best oppoilimity to try 
its values. The folk told me that if a sick man hold it to his 
nose, although on the point of death, he will wax at once well and 
hale again •, I have myself tested it, and now yc shall see for 
youiselvcs its mawel-cuie when I shall apply it to the case of 

Nur al-Nihar. Only, let us seek her presence ere she die” 

Quoth Prince Husayn, “This were an easy mattci: my caipet 

shall cany us in the twinkling of an eye stiaighl to the bedside of 

our beloved. Do ye without hesitation sit down with me theie- 

1 The wish might have been highly indiscreet, and have exposed the 
wishes to the resentment of the two other biothers 
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upon, foi theie is 100m sufficient to accommodate us iluce; we 
shall instantly be earned thither and our scivants can follow us." 
Accoidingly, the thicc Piinces disposed themselves upon tlic Flying 
Caipel, and each willed in his mind to reach the balside of 
Nut nlNilmi, when instantly they found themselves willun hei 
apaumont. The handmaids and eunuchs in wailing temfied 
at the sight, and marvelled how these stiangei men could have 
entcicd the chambei; and, as the Castratos weic ftun fall upon 
them biand in hand, they iccognised the Punces, and diew back 
still in wondcuucnl at then inlutsion. Then the Inolheis rose 
forthright fiom the Flying Caipel, and Piince Ahmad came forwards 
and pul the Magical Apple to the nosliils of the lady, who lay 
sue tolled on the couch m unconscious state, and as lire scent 1 cached 
lici brain the sickness left hot and the cute was complete. She 
opened wide hei eyes, and silting erect upon hei bed looked all 
mound, and chiefly at the Punces as they stood befoio hei; for she 
Fell lhat she had waxed hale and hearty and as though she awoke 
after the sweetest of slumbei Ficscnlly she lose fiom hei couch 
and bade her tire-women dress her the while they 1 elated to her 
the sudden coming of the thicc Piinccs, hei uncle’s sons, and how 
Prince Ahmad had made hei smell something whcieby she had 
recovered of her illness. And after she had made the Ablution of 
Health she joyed with exceeding joy lo see the Pi hues and 
returned thanks to them, but chiefly to Puncc Ahmad in that he 

had lesloicd hei to health and life,-Ancl as the nroin began to 

dawn Shahia/ad held hei pence till 

CTljc cult of tfoe J*>iy l])imUieir unto JFifticflj J13tfiljt. 

Then she said :- 1 have heatd, O auspicious King, lhat the 

Inothcis also were gladdened with exceeding gladness lo see the 
Piincess Nui al-Nihar iccovei so suddenly fiom moilal malady, 
and, presently taking leave of hei, they faied to greet then lather. 
Meanwhile, the Eunuchs had reported the whole matter to the 
Sultan, and when the Punces came before him lie lose and 
embraced them lendeily and kissed them on then foiohoads, filled 
with satisfaction to see them again and to hear fiom them the 
welfare of the Princess, who was deal to him as she had been his 
daughter Then the three brothers produced each one the wondrous 
tiring he had brought from his wayfarc, and Prince Husayn first 
showed the Flying Carpet which in the twinkling of an eye had 
transported them home fiom far distant exile, and said, ft Foi 
outlaid show this caipet hath no met it, but inasmuch as it 
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posscsseth such wondrous vutuo niethinks 'tis impossible to find 
in all the woilcl aught that can comp ire to it foi larity.” Next 
Piince Ah picsentcd to the King his Spying Tube, and said, “The 
miiror of Jamshfd 1 is as vain and naught beside this pipe, by 
means wheicof all tilings fiom East to West and fiom Noiih to 
South are made cleaily visible to the ken of man." Lrst of all, 
Pi nice Ahmad pioduccd the Magical Apple which woudiously 
saved the deal life of Nur al-Nihar and said, “ 13 y means of this 
trait a\\ maladies mid grievous distempers are at once made whole" 
Thus each piesenled his rarity to the Sultan, saying, “0 0111 lord, 
deign examine well these gifts we have hi ought and do thou 
pronounce which of them all is most excellent and admaable; so, 
according to thy piomise, lie amongst 11s on whom thy choice may 
fall shall many the Princess Nui al-Nihar." When the King had 
patiently listened to their several claims and had undeistood how 
each gift look pait in lcstoung health to lus niece, for a while he 
dove deep in the sea of thought and then answeicd, “Should I 
awaid the palm of merit to Prince Ahmad, whose Magical Apple 
cured the Pnncess, then should I deal unfairly by the othci two. 
Albeit his lanty restoied hci to life and health fiom mortal illness, 
yet say me how had he known of hci condition save by the vhtue of 
Piince All’s Spying Tube? In like niannei, but foi the Flying 
Cat pet of Piince Husayn, which brought you three hither in a- 
moment’s space, the Magical Apple would have been of no avail. 
Whciefoic 'Lis my lecle all tlnec had like part and can claim equal 1 
nicnt in healing her j for it were impossible to have made her whole 
if any one Lhing of the three were wanting; fuilheunoie, all thiee 
objects aie wondious and marvellous without one suipassing 
othci,- nor can I, with aught of reason, assign pieference or piecc- 
dcnce to any My piomise was to many the Lady Nur al-Nihar 
to him who should produce the rarest of ran tics, but although 
stiange 'Us not less tiue that all are alike in the one essential 
condition. The dilficulty still leinaineth and the question is yet 
unsolved, whilst I fain would have the mallei settled eie the close 
of day, and without prejudice to any. So needs must I fix upon 
some plan whereby I may be able to adjudge one of you to be the 
winnei, and bestow upon him the hand of Princess Nur al-Nibar, 
accoidmg to my plighted woidj and thus absolve myself fiom all 


1 " Jilm-i-Jamshid ” is a well-worn commonplace in Moslem foilc-loie; but 
common Ulois cannot agree whether “Jam ” bc=a mirror or a cup. In the latter 
sense it would rcpicsent the Cynlhomantic cup of Lite Patriarch Joseph and the 
symbolic bowl of Ncslor. JamshM may be UanslUcd eithei Jam the Bright or the 
Cup of the Sun lint, ancient King is the Solomon of the gian<l old Guebres. 
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responsibility. Now I have resolved upon this course of notion ; 
to wit, that ye should hiount each oue his own steed and all of 
you be piovided with bow and anows , then do ye lide foith to 
the Maydan—the hippodrome—whither I and my Ministers of State 
and Giandees of the kingdom and Loids of the land will follow you. 
There in my presence ye shall each, turn by turn, shoot a shaft 
with all youi might and main; and he amongst you whose an aw 
shall fly the failhest will be adjudged by me woillncst to win the 
Ptincess Nui a\-Niliar to wife" Accordingly, the Lhice Princes, 
who could not gainsay the decision of then siie noi question its 
wisdom and justice, backed their coursers, and each taking his bow 
and anows made straight for the place appointed. The King 
also, when he had stoied the picsents in the loyal tieasmy, nruved 
them with his Waviis and the dignitaries of his realm; and as soon 
as all was ready, the eldest son and hen, Prince ITusnyn, essayed his 
strength and skill and shot a. shaft far along the level plain, 
After him Prince Ah licnt his bow in hand and, discharging an 
anow in like diicction, overshot the fust; and lastly came Pnnce 
Ahmad’s turn. He too aimed at the same end, but such was the 
deciee of Destiny, that although the knights and coiutieis mged 
on their horses to note where his shaft might strike ground, withal 
they saw no tiacc theieof and none of them knew if it had sunk 
into the hovels of caith 01 had down up to the confines of the 
sky. Some, indeed, thcie were who with evil mind held that 
Piincc Ahmad had not shot any bolt, and that his airow had 
never left his bow. So at last the King bade no more scaich be 
made for it and deflated himself in favour of Piince Ali and 
adjudged that he should wed the Piincess Nur al-Nihai, fotasmuch 
as his anow had oulspcd that of Prince Husnyn. Accordingly, 
in clue couisc lire nianiagc 1 iles and ccicmonies were performed 
after the law and litual of the land with exceeding pomp and 
giandeur. Pul Piincc Ilusayn would not be piescnt at the luide- 
feast by reason of his disappointment and jealousy, for he had 
loved the Lady Nur al-Nihai with a love far exceeding that of 
either of his biothcrs ; and he doffed his piincely dicss and 
donning the gaib of a Fakii faicd foith to live a hemnt's life. 
Piince Ahmad also burned with envy and refused to join the 
wedding-feast: he did not, howevci, like Prince Husayn, lelire to 
a hermitage, but he spent all his days in scaiehing foi his shaft to 
find where it had fallen. Now it so fortuned that one morning-lie 
went again, alone as was Ins wont, in quest theieof, and stalling 
from the stead whence they had shot then shafts, reached Lhe 
place whete the anows of Pimocs Husayn and Ali had been 
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found. Then going straight forwards he cast his glances on eveiy 

side ovei hill and dale to his right and to his left.-And as the 

morn began to dawn Shahiazad held her peace till 


UTljc cull of tljc IjjwntiicJ rmtr JFtttp.Iiffit JRljjjjf, 

Then said she:- 1 have heaid, O auspicious King, that Piince 

Ahmad went seaiching foi his shaft ovei hill and dale when, after 
covenng some tlneo paiasangs, suddenly he espied it lying flat upon 
a rock. 1 Hot eat he marvelled gieatly, wondenng how the arrow had 
flown so fat, but even more so when he went up to it and saw that 
it had not stuck in the ground, but appealed to have rebounded and 
to have fallen flat upon a slab of stone. Quoth he to himself, 
“There must assuredly be some mysteiy in this matter, else how 
could anyone shoot a shaft to such a distance and find it fallen after 
so strange a fashion ?” Then, threading his way amongst the pointed 
crags and huge bouldets, he presently came to a hollow in the giound 
which ended in a subtenaneous passage, and after pacing a few paces 
tie espied an it on door. He pushed this open with all ease, for that 
it had no bolt, and cntciing, airow in hand, he came upon an easy 
slope by which he descended. But whereas he feared to find all 
pitch-daik, he discovered at some distance a spacious square, a 
widening of the cave, which was lighted on every side with lamps 
and candelabia Then advancing some fifty cubits or moie his 
glance fell upon a vast and handsome palace, and picsenlly there 
issued fiom within to the portico a lovely maiden lovesome and 
lovable, a faiiy-form robed 111 princely robes and adorned from 
front to root with the costliest of jewels. She walked with slow 
and stately gait, withal giaceful and blandishing, whilsl around 
liet ranged hei attendants like the stars about a moon of the 
fouiteenth night. Seeing this vision of beauty, Piince Ahmad 
hastened to salule her with the salam and she letumed it ; then 
coming fonvaids greeted him graciously and said in sweetest 
accents, “Well come and welcome, O Prince Ahmad: I am pleased 
to have sight of thee. I-Iow faieth it with thy I-Iighncss and why 
hast thou lamed so long away from me?” The King’s son 
mat veiled gieatly to heat hei name him by his name; for that he 
knew not who she was, as they had never seen each other aforetime. 
How then came she to have learnt his title and condition ? Then, 
kissing ground before hei, he said, “O my lady, I owe thee much 


1 Tins passage may have suggested to Waller Scott one of his descriptions in 
“ The Monasteiyi” 
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of thanks and giatitude for that thou ait pleased to welcome me 
with words of cheer in this stiange place, where I, alone and a 
stranger, durst enter with exceeding hesitation and trepidation. Eut 
it peiplexeth me soiely to think how thou earnest to learn the 
name of thy slave” Quoth she, with a smile, “ O my lord, come 
liiihei and let us sit at ease within yon belvedeie, and theie I will 
give an answer to thine asking.” So they went thithei, Pimce 
Ahmad following her footsteps, and on reaching it he was filled 
with wonclei to see its vaulted ioof of exquisite woilcmanship and 
adorned with gold and lapis lazuli 1 and paintings and ornaments, 
whose like was nowhere to be found in the world. The lady 
seeing Ins astonishment, said to the Prince, “Tins mansion is 
nothing beside all my otheis which now, of my fiee will, I have 
made thine own ; and when thou seest them thou shall have just 
cause for wondciment." Then that sylph-Iikc being Look seat 
upon a raised dais and with abundant show of affection seated 
l'unce Ahmad by her side. Presently quoth she, “Albeit thou 
know me not, I know thee well, as thou shall see with surprise 

when I shall tell thee all my tale. But first it behoveth me 

disclose to thee who I am. In Holy Wiit belike thou hast lead 
that this wot Id is the dwelling-place not only of men, but also 
of a race highl the Jann in foim likest to mortals I am the 
only daughter of a Jinn chief of noblest strain and my name is 
Pei 1 -B,inti. So mnivel not to hear me tell thee who thou art 
and who is the King thy sire and who is Nnv al-Nrhar, the 

daughter of thine uncle. I have full knowledge of all concerning 

thyself and thy kith and kin ; how thou ail one of three 
biotheis who all and each weie daft for love of Princess Nur 
al-Nihai and stiavc to win her fiom one anolhei to wife. I’m ther¬ 
mo ie, thy sue deemed it best to send you all far and wide over 
foieign lands, and thou faiedcst to far Samarkand and btoirghtcst 
back a Magical Apple made with iare art and mystery which 
thou boughtcsl for foity thousand ashiafis; then by means whereof 
thou madcst the Princess thy lady-love whole of a grievous malady, 
whilst Piinee Husnyn, tlnne eldei biother, bought foi the same 
.sum of money a Flying Caipet al Bishangaili, and Pimce Ali 
also brought home a Spying Tube Aom Shiuz-cily. Let this 
suffice to show thee that naught is hidden fionr me of all thy 
case; and now do thou tell me in veiy truth whom dost thou 
admire the more, for beauty and loveliness, me 01 the lady 
Nur al-Nihai thy brother’s wife? My hcait longclh for thee 

1 In the text “ L.ljuwai<K,” foi which sec nights cxxmv. nml dtcccxlvu. 
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with excessive longing and dcsireth that we may be manied 
and enjoy the pleasures of life and the joyancc of love, So 
say me, art thou also willing to wed me, oi pi nest thou in 
piefeience foi the daughlei of thine uncle? In the fullness of my 
affection for thee I stood by thy side unseen dining the aicheiy- 
mectmg upon the plain of trial, and when thou shottest thy shaft 
I knew that it would fall far shotL of Prince All’s, 1 so I hent it 
in hand eie it touched giound and earned it away fiom sight, 
and stiiking it upon the non door caused it rebound and lie flat 
upon the lock wlieie thou didst find it And ever since that day I 
have been sitting in expectancy, wotting well that thou wouldst 
seaich foi it until thou find it, and by such means I was certified 
of biinging thee hither to me.” Thus spake the beautiful maiden 
Peri-Banu, who with eyes full of love-longing looked up at Prince 
Ahmad; and then with modest shame bent low hci brow and * 

averted her glance.-And as the morn began to dawn Shalna^ad 

held hei peace till 

(ff/jc cutr of fftc an* dFiftyui'croiitr 

Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that when 

Piince Ahmad heard these wouls of Peri-Uanu he lejoiced with 
joy exceeding, and said to himself, “The Pimcess Nui uTNihar 
is not within my power to win, and Pen-Banu doth outvie her 
in comeliness of favour and in loveliness of form and in gi ace- 
fulness of gait.” In shoit, so charmed was he and captivated 
that he clean foigot his love for his cousin; and, noting that the 
heart of his new cnchantiess inclined towaids him, he replied, 
“O my lady, 0 fairest of the fan, naught else do I desire save 
that I may serve thee and do thy bidding all my life long. Hut 
I am of human and thou of non-human bnth. Thy friends and 
family, kith and kin, will haply be displeased with thee an thou mute 
with me in such union.*’ But she made answer, “ I have full sanc¬ 
tion of my paients to many as I lisL and whomsocvci I may prefer. 
Thou sayest that thou wilt be my seivant, nay, mtliei be thou 
my loid and master ; foi I myself and my life and all my good aie 
veiy thine, 'and J shall ever be thy bondswoman. Consent now, 

I beseech thee, to accept me foi lliy wife: my heait doth tell me 
thou will not lefuse my inquest.” Then Peil-Canu added, “I have 
told thee aheady that in this mattei I act with fullest authoiity. 
Besides all this, tlieic is a custom and imnicmonal usage with us 


1 In Gallaml and ilic li. V " I’nnce Ilmayn's. 




j66 


Supplemental Nights. 


fairy-folk that, when we maidens come to marriageable age and 
years of understanding, each one may wed, according the dictates 
of her heait, the person that pleaseth her most and whom she 
judgetli Ukely to make her days happy. Thus wife and husband 
hve with each other all their lives in harmony and happiness But 
if a gnl be given away in mairiage by the patents, accoidmg lo 
their choice ancl not hcis, and she be mated to a helpmate unmeet 
for her, because ill-shapen oi ill-conditioned or unfit to wm hei 
affection, then are they twain Ukely to be at vaiiance each with 
other for the test of their days ; and endless doubles result to them 
fiom such lll-soited union. Nor are we bound by another law 
which bmdeth modest virgins of the race of Adam ; for we freely 
announce oiu preference lo those we love, nor must we wail and 
pine to be wooed and won,” When Prince Ahmad heard these 
words of answer he tejoiced with exceeding joy, and, stooping 
down, essayed lo kiss the skirt of her garment, but she prevented 
him, and in lieu of her hem gave him hei hand. The Ptince 
clasped it with rapture, and, according to the custom of that place, 
be kissed it ancl placed it to his breast and upon his eyes. I-Icieal 
quoth the Faiiy, smiling a charming smile, “With my hand locked 
h thine, plight me thy both even as I pledge my faith to thee, that 
/ will alwiiy true and loyal be, nor ever piove faithless or fail of 
constancy.” And quoth the Ptince, “O loveliest of beings'. 0 
cleaning of my soul, thinkest thou that I can ever become a traitor 
tsjfmy own heait, I who love thee to distraction and dedicate to thee 
*my body and my spiite—to thee who art my queen, the very empress 
of me? Ficely I give myself to thee; clo thou with me wh.itso 
thou wilt.” Hereupon Peii-Banu said to Prince Ahmad, “Thou 
art my husband and I am thy wife. 1 This solemn promise made 
between thee ancl me standeth in stead of mainage-conliact; no 
need have we of Ka/,i, foi with us all other forms and ceiemonies 
aie superfluous and of no avail. Anon I will show thee the 
chamber where we shall pass the bride-night, and methinks thou 
wilt admire it and confess that there is none like thereto in the 
whole world of men ” Presently her handmaidens spread the (able 
and served up dishes of vanous kinds, ancl the finest wines in flagons 
and goblets of gold dubbed with jewels. So they twain sat at 
meat and ate and chunk their sufficiency. Then Peii-Banu took 
Piince Ahmad by the hand and led him to hot piivalc chamber 
wheiein she slept, and he stood upon the ihieshold amazed to see 

r Tins is the “ Gaiulhiirba-lagana” ff.iiry wedding) of the Hindus; n mairiage 
which Licked only the lmtmal Cciemo.ues. Pm (he Gandluu Inis = heavenly 
choihars, see d/uui s “ IJcndti Pantheon,” j). 237, etc. 
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its magnificence and the heaps of gems and piecious stones which 
dazed his sight, till, recovcting himself, he ciied, “Methinks there 
is not in the univeisc a 100m so splendid and decked with costly 
fmnituie and gemmed aitides such as this.” Quoth Peii-Banu, 
“A11 thou so admiie and piaisc this palace whal wilt thou say when 
sighting the mansions and castles of my sire the Jann-King ? 
Haply too when thou shall behold my gaiden thou will be filled 
with wondei and delight j but now *tis over late to lead thee thithei 
and night appioaciictli ” Then she usheied Punce Ahmad inLo 
another 100111 wheic the supper had been spicad, and Lhe splendour 
of this saloon yielded in naught to any of the others ; nay, rather it 
was the moie goigeous and dazzling. Hundreds of wax candles set 
in candelabia of the finest amber 1 and the putesl chrystal, ranged 
on all sides, mined floods of light, whilst golden flower-pots and 
vessels of finest woikmanship and priceless worth, of lovely shapes 

and wondrous ait, adorned the niches and the walls.-And as 

the mom began to dawn Shahiazad held her peace till 

&&C cn’Cf of t&f i&ij: jptintti'ti) nidi jFItty.tljirtf Jftifffot. 

Then said she :- 1 have heat cl, 0 auspicious King, that tongue 

of man can ncvei doseiibc the magnificence of that 100m in which 
bands of viigin Peiis, loveliesl of foinis and faiiest of features, 
garbed in choicest garments, played on sweet-toned instruments of 
mil th and meuiment, or sang layh of amorous significance to 
strains of heait-bewilching music. Then they Lwam, to wit the 
bride and biidcgioom, sat down at meat, ever and anon delaying 
to indulge in toyings and bashful love-play and chaste caresses. 
Peti-Banu with hei own hands passed the choicest mouthfuls to 
Ptincc Ahmad and made him tnsie of each dish and dainty, teUing 
him then names and whcieof they were composed. But how 
shall I, 0 auspicious King Shahryar, avail to give thee any notion 
of those Jinn-made dishes ot to descube with due meed of praise 
the delicious flavour of meats such as no rnoital cvci tasted 01 
cvei beheld ? Then, when boLh had supped, they diank the 
choicest wines, and ale with iclisli sweet conseives and diy Iruits 
and a dessert of vanous delicacies. At length, when they had 
then lequuemont of eating and drinking, they retired into another 
100111 which contained a raised dais of the giandcst, bedecked with 
gold-putiled cushions and pillows wrought with sced-peail and 
Achaimeman tapestiies, wheieupon they Look seat side by side 


1 " Pm Aimed with amlxn ” (-gns?) says Galland. 
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for convcise and solace, Then came in a troop of Jin ns and 
fames who danced and sang before them with wondions grace and 
art; and tins pretty show pleased Peu-Uanu and Prince Ahmad, 
who watched the spoils and displays with evet-icncwcd delight, 
Al last the newly-wedded couple lose and \ethed, weary of 
levehy, to another chambei, wheiein they found that the slaves 
had dispiead the genial bed, whose fiame was gold studded with 
jewels and whose fuiniLure was of satin and sen dal flowciod with 
the raiest embioidery. I-Icie the guests who attended at the 
marriage festival and the handmaids of the palace, langed in two 
lines, hailed the bude and bridegioom as they went within j and 
then, craving dismissal, they all dcpailed leaving them to take 
thei i joyance in bed. On such wise the mauinge-feslivul and 
nuptial meiry-makings weic kept up day aftet day, with new 
dishes and novel spoils, novel dances and new music, and, had 
Prince Ahmad lived a thousand years with modal kind, never 
could he have seen such levels or heatd such shams cn enjoyed 
such lovc-Iies.se. Thus six months soon passed in the L r any-land 
beside Peii-Hanu, whom he loved with a love so fond that he would 
not lose her fiom his sight foi a moment’s space ; but would feel 
restless and ill-at-ease whenas he ceased to look upon hct. In like 
manner Peii-Bann was fulfilled with affection foi him, and shove 
to please hei biidegroom more and nroie every moment by new 
arts of dalliance and fresh appliances of pleasure, until so absoibing 
waxed his passion for her that the thought of home and kindled, 
kith and kin, faded from his thoughts and fled his mind. But after 
a time his memory awoke from slumbei and al times he found 
himself longing to look upon his fathei, albeit well did he wot that 
it iveie impossible to find out how the fai one fared unless he went 
himself to visit him. So one day, quoth he to Pen-Bami, “An it 
be thy plcasuie, I pray thee give me Lhy command that I may 
leave thee for a few days to see my she, who doubtless giieveth at 
my long absence and suffcieth all the sonows of separation from 
Ills son.” Pcii-Uanu, healing these woids, was dismayed with 
soic dismay, fot that she thought within hei.self that Lius was only 
an excuse wlieieby he might escape and leave hei after enjoy¬ 
ment and possession had made hei love pall upon the palate of 
his mind. So quoth she in reply, “Blast thou foigotten Lhy 
vows and thy plighted tioth, that thou wishest to lease me now? 
Have love and longing ceased to stir thee, whilst my heait always 
thiobbcth in raptuies as it bath ever done at the vc-iy thought of 
thee?” Replied the Piince, “O dcailing of my soul, my queen, 
my empiesi, what be these doubts that haunt lhy mind, and why 
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such sad misgivings and soriowful woids? I know full well that the 
love of thee and ihinc affection nie-waids aie even as thou sayest ; 
and did I not acknowledge this truth ot did I piovc unthankful 
or fail Lo legald thee with a passion as wuim and deep, as tendei 
and as tme, as thmc own, I weio indeed an mgiale and a tiaitoi of 
the daikest dye. l ? ai be it fiom me Lo desiie seveianec hom thee 
noi hath any thought of leaving thee lievci to letiiin, at any lime 
crossed my nnnd. lint my fathci is now an old man well shotlon 
in yeats, and he is soie gtieved in mind at this long sepatation 
fio.11 his youngest son. If thou will deign command, I would fain 
go visit him and with all haste lelum to thine aims, yet I would 
not do aughL in this maltei against thy will; and such is my fond 
affection foi thee that I would fain be at all horns of the day and 
watches of the night by thy side noi leave thee for a moment of 
time” IVn-lJanu was somewhat com foiled by this speech, and 
fiom Ins looks, words, and acts she was ccilifted that 1 ‘iinco Ahmad 
ically loved hot with fondest love, and that his heait was hue as 
sleel to hci as was Ins tongue. Whcieupon she giantcd him leave 
and libetty to set forLh and see his ssiie, whilst at the same lime 
she gave him stiict commandment not to tniry long with Ins kith 
and kin. Hcaiken now, 0 auspicious King Shaluyai, to what befell 
the Sultan of Ilindostan, and how it fared with him aftei the 

maniage of Pnneo Ali to Piincess Nut al-Nihar-And as the morn 

began to d iw n Shaluo/ad held hci peace till 

(lTIjc cnH of tljc nidi JFift|) fotivffi Jjh'flDt. 

Then said she---I have heard, O auspicious King, that not seeing 

Prince Husayn and Prince Ahmad foi the space of many days 
die Sultan waxed exceeding sad and hoavy-hcai ted, and one 
morning afLei Daibih 1 asked his Wa/.iis and Ministcis what had 
bedded them and wlicie they were. Pleieto the councillors made 
ansivet, saying, “O 0111 loid, and shadow of Allah upon earth, thine 
eldest son and ftuit of tliy vitals and heii apparent to thine Empue, 
the Prince Husayn, in his disappointment and jealousy and hitler 
gucf, hath doffed his royal lobes to become a heunit, a devotee, 
renouncing all wotklly lusts and gusts. Prince Ahmad, thy third 
son, also in high dudgeon, hath left the city, and of him none 
kuoweth aught, whither he hath fled or w'hat hath befallen him.” 
The King was soie distiessed, and bade them write without slay 01 
delay, and forlhnght despatch firmans and commands to all the 


I The Ilind term for the royal Icvfc, as " Sclrim ” is the Persian. 
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Nabobs and Governors* of the piovmces, with strict injunctions to 
make sliaight search, foi Piincc Ahmad and to send him to his sue 
die moment he was found, but, albeit the commandments weie 
earned out to the letter and all the seekeis used the gicatcst dili¬ 
gence none came upon any Liace of him Then, with incieascd 
sadness of heart, the Sultan oideicd his Giand Wkuir to go in 
quest of lire fugitive and the Minister lephecl, “ Upon my head he 
11 and mine eyes! Thy seivunl hath aheady caused most caieful 
icseatch to be made in evciy quattei, but 110L the smallest due 
hath yeL come to hand . and this matlei Lioubleth me the more for 
that he was deal to me as a son.” The Mini.sleis and Giandees 
now undeistood that the King was overwhelmed with woe, teaiful- 
eyed, and honvy-heai ted, by icason of the loss of Pit nee Ahmad , 
wheieupon bethought the Giand Wazii of a ceitain witch famed 
foi the black Alt who could conjmo down the slats hum heaven; 
and who was a noted dwellci in the capital. So going to the 
Sultan ho spake highly of her skill in knowledge of the abstruse, 1 
saying, “Let the King, I pi ay thee, send foi this soiccicss and 
enqune of hci concerning his lost son.” And the King lophed, 
“Tis well said: let het be biought hithci and haply she shall give 
me tidings of the Piincc and how lie faiclh.” So they fetched the 
Sorceiess and set her belbie the Sultan, who said, “O my good 
woman, I would have thee know that ever since the maniage of 
Punce Ali with the Lady Nur al-Nihat, my youngest son Pi nice 
Ahmad, 2 who was disappointed in hoi love, hath disappcatcd horn 
oui sight and no man knoweth aught of him. Do thou foithiighl 
apply thy magical ciaft and tell me only this:—Is he yet alive or 
is lie dead? An he live I would learn where is he and how faieth 
he 3 moieovei, I would ask, Is it wntten m my book of Destiny 
that I shall see him yet again?” To this the Witch made icply, 
“0 Loid of the Age and inlet of the limes and Udc, ’tis not pos¬ 
sible for me at once to answer all these questions, which belong 
to the knowledge of Hidden 'Idlings, but, if thy Highness deign 
grant me one day of grace, I will consult my books of giamarye, and 
on the mouow will give thee a sufficient icply and a satisfactory." 


1 Aiab. “ Tim al-G]iayb” = t!ic Science of Hidden Things, which, says die 
ll.idis, helongetli only to the J.oid Yet amongst Moslems, as with ollici Hullis, 
llie instinctive longing to piy into the Future has pioduceil a host of pseudo¬ 
sciences, Gcoinaney, Astrology, i’luphecy and others, which seive only to prove 
that such knowledge, m the present condition of human liatiuc, is absolutely 
unattainable. 

2 In folk-lore and fairy tales the youngest son of mostly three brothers is 
gonciftlly Foi tune's favouiile • at limes also lie is the fool or the unlucky one of the 
family, Cintlciell.i being his coimteipart {Mr. Clouslon, i 321). 
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The Sultan to this assented, saying, “An thou can give me 
detailed and adequate answei, and set my mind at ease after this 
sortow, thou shalt have an exceeding gicat rewaul and I will 
honour thee with highmost honoui.” Next day the Soiceress, 
accompanied by the Giand Wazii, ciaved permission to appeal 
befoie the presence, and when it was gianted came foiwaid and 
said, “I have made ample investigation by my ait and mystery, 
and I have assured myself that Pi nice Ahmad is yet in the land 
of the living. Be noL theiefoie uneasy in thy mind on his account, 
but at piesent, save this only, naught else can I discover legatdmg 
him, nor can I say foi sine where he be 01 how he is to be found. 11 ' 
At these woids the Sultan took comfoit, and hope spiang up within 
his bicast that he should see his son again eie he died. Now 
ictiirn we to the story of Piince Ahmad. Whcnas Pen-Banu 
undeistood that he was bent upon visiting his siie and she was 
convinced that his love liei-waids remained firm and steadfast as 
befoie, she took thought and detcimined that it would ill become 
hei to refuse him leave and libeity foi such purpose ; so she again 
pondered the matter in her mind and debated with hcisclf foi many 
an hour till at length, one day of the days, she turned to hei 
husband and said, “Albeit my heart conscntcth not to pail from 
thee for a moment or to lose sight of thee for a single instant, still 
inasmuch as thou hast oft-times made entreaty of me and hast 
shown thyself so solicitous to see thy site, I will no longer baffle 
thy wish. But this my favour will depend upon one condition: 
otheiwise I will never grant thy petition and give thee such pei- 
mission. Swear to me the most binding of oaths that thou wilt 
haste thee back hither with all possible speed, and thou wilt not 
by long absence cause me yearning guef and anxious waiting foi 
thy safe return to me.” Prince Ahmad, well pleased to win bis 
wish, thanked her, saying, “O my beloved, fear not for meaftet any 
fashion and rest assuied I will come back to thee with all haste as 
soon as I shall have seen my she; and life hath no charms foi 
me away from thy presence. Although I must needs be seveied 
from thee foi a few days, yet will my Ireart evei turn to thee and 
to thee only,” These words of Prince Ahmad gladdened the 
heart of Peri-Uanu and drove away the darksome doubts and 
mystciious misgivings which ever haunted her nightly dieams and 

her daily miismgs.-And as the morn began to dawn Shahrazad 

held her peace till 
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0 T&r ciitr of flje J^ij; a It'D Jaffa fif flj JQiff&t. 

Then said she;- 1 have heat cl, O auspicious King, that Peri- 

Uanu gladdened by lhe.se piomises addiessed he* husband, Piince 
Ahmad, “Ho now, as soon as thy hoait desmilh, go ihou and pay 
thy respects to thy sue; but eic thou set out I would chaigc thee 
with one chmge and look that on nowise thou forget my icdc and 
my counsel. Speak not to any a .single Avoid of this thy maniage, 
noi of the sliange sights thou hast seen and the wondois thou hast 
witnessed , but keep them carefully concealed horn thy father and 
thy bietlnen and fiom thy kith and kin, one and all. This only 
shalt thou Loll thy site, so his mind may be sot at case, that thou ait 
buxom and happy; also that thou hast returned home foi a while 
only with the object of seeing him and becoming a.ssuied of his 
AveH.ue.” Then she gave oulcis to hei people, bidding them make 
leacly foi tlic journey without delay, and when all things were pie- 
paied she appointed twenty horsemen, armed cap-k-pie and fully 
accouticd, to accompany her husband, and gave him a hoinc of 
peifoct foim and piopoitions, suifl as the blinding leven 01 the 
rushing wind 1 and its housings and furniture were bedeekt with 
precious ores and studded with jewels. Then she fell on his neck 
and they cnihiaccd with warmest Ioa'C ; and as the twain bade 
adieu, Piince Ahmad, to set her mind at vest, icnewed his piotesta¬ 
tions and SAvaie to hei again his solemn oath Then mounting his 
hoi so and followed by his .suite (all Jinn-boin cavnlieis) he set foith 
with mighty pomp and circumstance, and tiding diligently he soon 
reached his fathet’s capital. Hcic he Avas lecoivcd with loud 
acclamations, the like of which had nevei been known in tlie land, 
'l he Ministers and Ofticeis of State, the citizens and the Ryots, all 
lcjuiced with exceeding joy to see him once moic, and the folk 
left iheii woik and with blessings and low obeisances joined the 
cavalcade; and, ciowding aiound diim in evpry side, escoited lum 
to the palace-gates. When the lhmce leached the threshold he 
dismounted, and entciing the audience-hall, fell at his fathers feet 
and kissed them in a tmnspoit of filial affection. The Sultan, well 
nigh distraught foi delight at the unexpected sight of Piince Ahmad, 
rose from his thione and thiew himself upon his son's neck, weeping 
for very joy and kissed his forehead saying, “0 dear my child, in 
despair at the loss of the Lady Nur al-Niliai thou didst suddenly 
fly from thy home, and, despite all research, nor trace nor sign of 
thee was to be found however sedulously we sought thee; and**I, 
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distracted at thy disappearance, am reduced to this condition in 
which thou seest me. Where hast thou been this long while, and 
how hast thou lived all this time?" Replied Piince Ahmad, “ ’Tis 
true, 0 my loid the King, that I was down-heaited and distressed 
to see Piince Ah gain the hand of my cousin, but that is not the 
whole cause of my absence. Thou mayest remembei how, when 
we tbiec biothcrs lode at thy command to yonder plain foi a trial 
of archery, my shaft, albeit the place was large and flat, disappeared 
from sight and none could find wheie it had fallen. Now so it 
fortuned that one day in soie heaviness of mind I fared forth alone 
and unaccompanied to examine the ground theieabout, and try if 
haply I could find my anow. But when I reached the spot wheie 
the shafts of my biothers, Pnnces Flusayn and Ah, had been picked 
up, I made seaich in all directions, right and left, before and behind, 
thinking that thereabouts mine also might come to hand ; but all 
my trouble was in vain : I found neithei shaft not aught else. So 
walking onwaids in obstinate reseaich, I went a long way, and 
at last despamng, I would have given up the quest, for full welt I 
knew that my bow could not have cauied so fai, and indued that 
’twere impossible for any marksman to have driven bolt or pile to 
such distance, when suddenly I espied it lying flat upon a rock 
some fom paiasangs 1 distant fiom this place," The Sultan mar¬ 
velled with much marvel at his woids, and the Prince piescntly 
losumcd, “So when I picked up the anow, 0 my bid, and 
consideied it closely, I knew it foi the veiy one I had shot, but 
admited in my mind how it had come to fly so fai, and I doubted not 
but that theie was a somewhat mjstenous about the matter. While 
I "thus leflected I came upon the place where I have sojourned ever 
since that day in pci feet solace and happiness. I may not tell thee 
moio of my tale than this ; foi I came only to ease thy mind on 
my account, and now I pray thee deign grant me thy supreme 
permission that I letuin foithiight to my home of delights. From 
time to time I will not cease to wait upon thee and to enquire of 
thy welfare with all the affecLion of a son," Replied the King, 
“0 my child, the sight of thee hath gladdened mine eyes 3 and I 
am now satisfied j and not unwillingly I give thee leave to go, since 
thou ait happy in some place so neai band; but shouldst thou at 
any time delay thy coming hither, say me, how shall I be able to 


i The paiasung (Gi tto pa tidy y ■>}$'), which Ibn Khali, (lit. 315) reduces to 
thiee mites, lias been dcuved wildly enough from Furs or Pars (Persia pioper) sang 
= (mile) stone. Chardin supports the etymology, £ 1 because leagues arc marked 
out with gieat tall stones m the East as well as the West, e.g. ad prnnam (vel 
secundum) Lipid cm.” 
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get tidings of thy good health and welfaie?” And quoth Prince 
Ahmad, “O my lend the King, that which thou icquiicsl of me is 
pari of my secret, and this must icinain deep hidden in my bieast- 
as I said befoic, I may not discover it to thee nor say aught that 
might lead to its discovciy. However, be not uneasy in thy soul, for 
I will appear befoie thee full many a time and haply I may irk thee 
with continual coming.” “O my son," rejoined the Sultan, "I 
would not learn thy secret an thou would keep it from me, but 
theic is one only thing I desne of thee, which is, that ever and 
anon I may be assured of rhino enduiing health and happiness. 
Thou hast my full permission to hie thee home, but foiget not at 
least once a month to come and see me even as now thou dost, lest 
such forgetfulness cause me anxiot) and trouble, caik and care.” 
So Piince Ahmad tamed with bis father (luce days full-told, but 
never foi a moment did the niemoiy of the Lady Peri-Banu fade 
from bis mind; and on the loinrth day be mounted horse and re¬ 
turned with the same pomp and pageantry wherewith he came. 
-And as the mom began to dawn Shahra/ad held her peace till 

GEljc cnti of tljr- §>ij; g)tinM) nnti JFiftptfijftft Bifl|)h 

Then said she -.- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Peri- 

Banu joyed with exceeding joy at the sight of Prim e Ahmad as he 
returned to his home; and it seemed to her as though they had 
been parted foi three hundred years: such is love that moments of 
separation ave longsomc and weary as twelvemonths. The Prince 
offered much of excuses for his short absence and his words de¬ 
lighted Peii-lJanu yet the nioie. So these twain, lovci and beloved, 
passed the tune m pet feet happiness, taking Iheii pleasuie one with 
other. Thus a month went by and Prince Ahmad never once 
mentioned the name of Ins sue 1101 expressed a wish to go visit 
him accoiding to his piomi.se. Noting this change, the Lady Peii- 
Bnnu said to him one day. “Thou loldcst me aforetime that once 
in the begitilling of each month thou wouklst faie forth and tiavel 
to thy father’s coml and learn news of his welfare: why, then, 
neglcctesl thou so to do, seeing that he will be distressed and 
anxiously expecting thee?" Replied Piince Ahmad, “ ’Tis even as 
thou snyest, but, awaiting thy command and thy permission, I 
have forborne to pi a pose the journey lo thee.” And she made 
answei, “Let thy faring and thy icUiining rest not on my giving 
thee liberty of leave. At die beginning of each month as it comelh 
round, do thou ndc forth, and fiom this time fonvatds thou hast no 
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need lo ask permission of me. Stay with thy sire three days full- 
told and on the fouith come back to me without fall.” Accordingly, 
on the next day betimes in the morning Piince Ahmad took his 
depaiture and as nfoictinie rode foith with abundant pomp and 
parade and lepaired to the palace of the Sultan his siie, to whom 
he made his obeisance. On like manner continued he to do each 
month with a suite of horsemen huger and more brilliant than 
before, whilst he himself was mote splendidly mounted and equipped. 
And whenever the Descent appealed in the Western sky he fondly 
fare-welled his wife and paid his visit to the King, with whom he 
tairied tinee whole days, and on the fouith letumed to dwell with 
Pcri-Banu. But, as each and every time he went, his equipage was 
greater and grandci than the last, at length one of the Wazirs, a 
favourite and cup-companion of the King, was filled with wondoi- 
liient and jealousy to see Prince Ahmad appear at the palace with 
such opulence and magnificence. So he said in himself, “None can 
tell whence coinelh this Piince, and by what means he hath obtained 
so splendid a suite.” Then of Ins envy and malice that Wadi fell 
to plying the King with deceitful words and said, “ O my liege lord 
and mighty sovran, it ill becometh thee to be thus heedless of Piince 
Ahmad's pioceedmgs. Seest thou not how day aftei day his letinue 
meieascth m numbers and puissance? What an he should plot 
against thee and cast thee into piison, and take from thee the reins 
of the realm? Right well thou wottest that inasmuch as thou didst 
wed Piince Ah to the Lady Nui al-Nihai thou piovokedest the wrath 
of Prince Husayn and Prince Ahmad ; so that one of them, in the 
bitterness of his soul, 1 enounced the pomps and vanities of this 
woild and hath become a Fakir, whilst the other, to wit Prince 
Ahmad, appcaieth bcfoie thy piesence in such inordinate power and 
majesty. Doubtless they both seek their revenge, and, having 
gotten thee into then powei, the twain will deal treacheiously with 
thee. So I would have thee beware, and again 1 say beware, and 
seize the foiclock of opportunity eie it be too late, for the wise have 
said:— 


Thou L-.uist h.ii a spring W ilh n. sod of clay, * But when grown 'twill bear a lug host 
mvny.”* 

Thus spake that malicious Wuzirj and presently he resumed, “Thou 
knowest also that when Prince Ahmad would end his three days’ 
visits he never asketh thy leave, nor farewelleth thee, nor biddeth 
adieu to any one of his family. Such conduct is the beginning of 
lebellion, and pioveth him to be rancorous of heart. But ’Lis foi 
thee in thy wisdom to decide.” These woids sank deep in the heait 
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of the simple-minded Sultan and gicw a ciop oF the cliiest suspicions. 
He piesently thought within himself, “ Who knowclh the mind and 
designs of Prince Ahmad, whether they be dutiful 01 undutifiil 
towards me? Haply he may be plotting vengeance, so it hesitteth 
me to make enqmnes concerning him, to discover whete lie dwetlelh, 
and by what means he hath attained to such puissance and 
opulence.” Filled with these jealous thoughts, he sent in pnvate 
one day, unbeknown to the Gnind Wa/ii, who Mould at all times 
befriend Pnnce Ahmad, to summon the Witch, and, admit Ling hci 
by a scciet postein to his private chainbci, asked of her, saying, 
"Thou didst aforetime learn by thy magical ait that Pnnce Ahmad 
was alive, and didst bung me tidings of him. I am beholden to 
thee foi this good ofliee, and now 1 Mould desire of thee to make 
fiulhei quest into his case and case my mind, which i.-> soie 

(listiubcd. Albeit my son still livotli, and comeLh to visit me 

evciy month, yet am I clean ignoiant of the place wheicin he 
dwelloth and whence he setlelh out Lo see me, for that he 
keepeth the matter close hidden from his sue. Go thou forthright 
and puvily, without the knowledge of any, my Wa/.iis and 
Nabobs, my courticis and my household, and make thou diligent 
reseaich, and with all haste biing me woul whereabouts he livetli. 
He now sojouineth heie upon his wonted visit, and on the fouith 
day, wiLhout leave-taking 01 mention of deparluie lo me or to any 
of the Ministcis and Oflieeis, he will summon his suite and 

mount his steed \ then will he ride to some little distance hence 

and suddenly disappcai. Do thou without stay oi delay foiego 
him on the paLh, and he petdue in some convenient hollow haid by 
the toad whence thou mayest leain wheie he hometh, then quickly 
biing me tidings theieof.” Accoiclingly, the Soiceiess depaited 
thepiescnce of Lhe King; and, aftei walking over the four parasangs, 
slie hid heiself within a hollow of the locks haul by the place wheie 
lhmce Alvmad had found his anow, and theie awaited his amvah 
ICaily on the monow the Pnnce, as was his w’onl, set out upon his 
journey without taking leave ol lus sue or faiewelling any of the 
Miimtcis. »So when they diew nigh, the Soiceiess caught sight of 
the Pnnce and of the lclinuc that iode bcfoie and beside him; and 
she saw them enter a hollow way which foikcd inLo a many of by¬ 
ways , and so steep and dangerous were the cliffs and bouldeis 
about the hack that haidly could a footman safely pace that path. 
Seeing this the Soiceiess bethought hoi that iL must suiely lead to 
some cavern or haply to a subteuanean passage, 01 to a souterrain 
the abode of Jinns and faities; when suddenly the Piinee and all 
his suite vanished ftom het view. So she ciept out of Lhe hiding-place 
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wherein she had ensconced heiself and wandeied far and wide seeking, 
as diligently as she was able, but nevei finding the subtenaneous 
passage, nor yet could she discern the iron dooi which Prince Ahmad 
had espied, for none of human flesh and blood had power to see this 
save he alone to whom it was made visible by the Fairy PerkBanu ; 
furtheimore, it was evei concealed fiom the prying eyes of woman 
kind. Then said the Sorceiess to hetsclf, “ This toil and moil have 
I undertaken to no purpose; yea, veiily, I have failed to find out 
that wherefor I came." So she went forthnghL back to the Sultan 
and leported to him all that had betided her, how she had lain in 
wait among the cliffs and boulders and had seen the Prince and suite 
ride up the most peiilous of paths and, having entered a hollow way, 
disappear in an eye-twinkling from her sight. And she ended by 
saying, “Albeit I shove my utmost to find out the spot wherein 
the Prince abideth, yet could I on no wise succeed ; and I pray thy 
Highness may giant me time to search fmthci into the mattei and 
to find out this mystery which by skill and caution on my part shall 
not long abide concealed.” Answcicd the Sultan, “ Be it as thou 
wilt: I grant thee leisure to make enquiry, and after a time I shall 

await thy lelmn hither.”-And as the mom began to dawn 

Shahinzad held her peace till 

call of t&c g>ij; jjhmfcrcli nntJ JTifli) dchcntlj Jftijjfjh 

Then said she;- 1 have heaid, 0 auspicious King, that more¬ 

over the King largesscd the Witch with a diamond of laige size 
and of great price, saying, “Take this stone to guerdon for thy 
trouble and travail and in earnest of future favours ; so when thou 
•shalt icturn and bring me woid that thou hast seaiched and found 
out the secret, thou shall have a Bakhshish of far gieater woith and 
I will make thy heart lejoiee with choicest joy and honour thee 
with high most honour” So the Sorceress looked forwards to the 
coming of the Pi nice, for well she knew that at the sight of each 
ciescent he rode home to visit his sire and was bound to abide 
with him three days, even as the Lady Peri-Banu had per¬ 
mitted and had enjoined him. Now when the moon had waxed 
and waned, on the day before the Pi nice would leave home upon 
his monthly visit, the Witch betook her to the rocks and sat beside 
the place whence she imagined he would issue forth; and next 
morning early, he and his suite, composed of many a mounted 
kmght with his esqune a-foot, who now always accompanied him 
in uuleasing numbers, rode forth gallantly through the iron door- 
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way and passed haid by lhe place rvheic .she lay in wait foi him 
The Sorceress crouched low upon the ground in her tattered lags, 
and, seeing a heap by Ins way, the Piince at fust supposed that a 
slice oF stone had fallen fiom the locks acioss his path. But as he 
diew nigh she fell to weeping and wailing with might and main as 
though m soic dolour and distress, and she ceased not to ciave' his 
countenance and assistance with increase of teats and lamenta¬ 
tions. The Prince seeing hci soie sonorv had pity on hci, and 
leining in his horse, asked hei what she had to requite of him and 
what was the cause of her cries and lamentations. At this the 
cunning clone but cued the mote, and the Pi nice was affected with 
compassion still livelier at seeing her tcais and hearing hei bioken, 
feeble words. So when the Soiccicss pciccivccl that Piince Ahmad 
had lulh on hei and would fain show faroui to hei, she heaved 
a heavy sigh and m woeful tones, mingled with moans and gioans, 
nddiessed him in these false woids, withal holding the hem of his 
gaimcnt and at times stopping as if convulsed with pain, “0 my 
lord and loid of all loveliness, as I was journeying from my home 
in yonder city upon an enand to such a place, hchold, when I came 
thus fai upon my way, suddenly a hot lit of fevci seized me and a 
shivcung and a licmbling, so that I lost nil slicnglh and fell down 
helpless as thou seesl me. and still no porrei have I in hand or 
foot to use from the ground and to return to irry place’' Replied 
the Piince, "Alas, O good woman, theie is no house at hand where 
thou mnyest go and be fitly tended and tendered. Horvbeit, I know a 
stead whither, an thou wilt, I can convey thee and where by caie 
and kindness thou shalt (Inshallnh!) soon recover of thy complaint. 
Come, then, with me as best thou cnirsl ” With loud moans and 
gioans the Witch made answei, "So weak am I in every limb 
and helpless, that I can by no means use off the giound 01 move 
save with the help of some friendly hand." The Prince then hade 
one of his horse*men lifL up the feeble and ailing old woman, and 
set hei upon his steed j and the cavalier did his loid’s bidding foith- 
light, and mounted hei a&Uaddle upon the ciupper of Ins eouisci, 
then Prmce Ahmad lode back with hei and enteifng by the non 
door rained her to his apartment and sent foi Pen Vaunt His 
wife luuncdly coming foith to the Piince asked him in hei finny, 
“ Is all well and wheicfore hast thou come back, and what woultlsl 
thou that thou hast sent foi me?’’ Prince Ahmad then told her 
of the old woman who was healthless and helpless, adding, "Scatce 
had I set out on my journey when I espied this ancient dame lying 
haul by the loadsidc, suffering and in sole distress. My heart foil 
pity foi hci to see hei in such case and constrained me to biing hei 
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hither as I could not leave her to die among the rocks; and I 
pray thee of thy bounty take her in and give her medicines that 
she may soon be made whole of this hei malady. An thou wilt 
show this favour I shall not cease to thank thee and be beholden 

to thee.”-And as the mom began to dawn Shahrazad held her 

peace till 

Cfjc cub of f&e rptmUi-rtT mill Jiftjncitcfjllj JUiglit. 

Then said she:- 1 have heaid, O auspicious King, that Pen- 

lianu looked at the old woman and charged a twain of her hand¬ 
maidens that they cauy hot into a loom apait and tend her with 
the tendercst care and the utLeimost of diligence. The attendants 
did as she bade them and transported the Sorceress to the place 
she had designed. Then Pcn-Ranu addiessed Ptince Ahmad 
saying, “O my loid, I am pleased to see thy pitiful kindness 
towaids this ancient dame, and I suiely will look to hei case even 
as thou hast enjoined me; but my heart mtsgiveth me and much I 
feai some evil will lcsult fiom thy goodness This woman is not 
so ill as she doth make believe, but practiseth deceit upon thee, and 
I ween that some enemy or etiviei hath plotted a plot against me 
and thee. Hoivbeit, go now in peace upon thy journey." The 
Pi nice, who on no wise took to heart the woids of his wife, pre¬ 
sently loplied to her, “0 my lady, Almighty Allah forfend thee 
from all offence I With thee to help and guatd me I fear naught of 
ill: I know of no focnian who would compass my destruction, 
for I beai no guidgc against any living being, and I foresee no evil 
at the hands of man or Junn ” Thereupon the Prince again took 
leave of Pen-llami and repaued with his attendants to the palace of 
his site who, by leason of the malice of his ciafly Ministei, was 
inwardly afraid to sec his son ; but not the less he welcomed him 
with great oulwatd show of love and affection. Meanwhile, the two 
fairy handmaidens, to whom Peii-Ranu had given charge of the 
Witch, boie her away to a spacious room splendidly furnished; and 
laid her on a bed having a maltrass of satin and a biocaded coverlet. 
Then one of them sat by hei side whilst the other with all speed 
fetched, in a cup of porcelain, an essence which was a soveieign 
dnaught for ague and fever. Presently they mised her up and 
seated hei on the couch saying, “ Drain thou this drink. It is the 
watei of the Lions’ Fount and whoso tasteth of the same is forth¬ 
with made whole of what disease soevei he hath.” The Sorcciess 
took the cup with great chlliculty and after swallowing the con¬ 
tents lay back on the bed; and the handmaidens spread the quilt 
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over her .saying, “Now iest awhile and thou slialt soon feel the 
viitues of this medicine." Then they left her to sleep for an hour 
or so; but presently the Witch, who had feigned sickness to the 
intent only that she might learn wheie Pi nice Ahmad abode and 
might inform the Sultan thereof, being assured that she had dis¬ 
covered all that she desired, rose up and summoning the damsels 
said to them, “The diinking of that diaught hath restoicd to me 
all my health and stiength: I now feel hale and hearty once more 
and my limbs arc filled with new life and vigour So at once 
acquaint your lady heiewilh, that I may kiss the hem of hei robe 
and return my thanks for her goodness mc-wards, then depart and 
hie me home again” Accotdingly, the two handmaidens took the 
Sorceress with them and showed her as they went along the several 
apartments, each more magnificent and kingly than the other, and 
at length they reached the belvedeie which was the noblest saloon 
of all, and fitted and filled with fimutiiic exceeding costly and 
curious. There sat Peri-Banu upon a throne which was adorned 
with diamonds and rubies, cm maids, pearls and othoi gems of 
unwonted size and water, whilst lound about hci stood faiiies of 
lovely form and features, robed in the richest raiments, and awaiting 
with folded hands hei commandments. The Soiceicss mat veiled 
with extreme marvel to see the splendour of the chnmbcis and their 
furniture, but chieily when she beheld the Lady Peri-Banu seated 
upon the jewelled tin one; nor could she speak a woul foi confusion 
and awe, but she bent down low and placed her head upon 
Pcn-Batiu’s feet. Quoth the Princess, in soft speech and reassuring 
tones, “O good woman, it pleaseth me giently to see thee a guest in 
this my palace, and I joy even more to learn that thou be wholly 
quit of thy sickness. So now solace thy spirits with walking all 
lound .about the place, and my servants will accompany thee and 
show thee what thcic is woithy of thine inspection.” Ho cal the 
Witch again looted low and kissed the caipet under Peii-Banu’s 
feet, and took leave of her hostess in goodly pluase and with gieat 
show of gialttudc foi her favours. The handmaids then led hei 
round the palace and displayed to her all the looms, which da/cd 
and dazzled her sight so that she could not find words to praise 
them sufficiently. Then she went her ways, and the fairies escorted 
her past the non doorway whereby Prince Ahmad had brought her 
in and left her, bidding her God-speed and blessing her, and the foul 
crone with many thanks took the road to her own home. But when 
she had walked to some distance she was minded to sec the iron 
doot so might she with case know it again, so she went back, but, lo 
and behold! the entrance had vanished and was invisible to Irer as to 
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all other women. Accordingly, aflei searching on all sides and 
pacing to and for and finding nor sign nor tiace of palace or portal, 
she repaired in despair to the city, and, creeping along a deserted 
pathway, entered the palace, according to her custom, by the private 
postern. When safely within, she straightway sent woid by an 
eunuch to the Sultan, who 01 deied that she be brought before him 
She approached him with troubled countenance, whereat, peiceiving 
that she had failed to carry out hci purpose, he asked, “What news 5 
Hast thou accomplished thy design or hast thou been baffled therein ? ” 
-And as the mom began to dawn Shalua/ad held her peace till 

ST&c citto of tljc ftij: lj)u»tiirtj aitH JFifhMiinfl) 

Then said she:- 1 have heaid, 0 auspicious King, that the 

Sorceress, who was a mcio ciealure of the malicious Wa/.ir, 
replied, “O King of kings, this matter have I fully soaiched out 
even as thou gavest command, and I am about to tell thee all 
that hath betided me. The signs of sonow and marks of melan 
choly thou notest upon my countenance arc foi other cause which 
natrowly conccineth thy welfaie.” Then she began to recount 
her adventure m these terms: “Now when I had reached the 
rocks I sat me down feigning sickness; and, as Piince Ahmad 
passed that way and heard my complaining and saw my grievous 
condition, he had compassion on me. After some ‘ said and say ’ 
he took me with him by a subtenanean passage and tluough an 
iron dooi to a magnificent palace and gave me in chaige of a 
fairy, Peii-Banu lnght, of passing beauty and loveliness, such as 
human eye hath never yet seen. Piince Ahmad hade hei make 
me her guest foi some few days and bring me a medicine which 
would complete my cure, and she to please him at once appointed 
handmaidens to attend upon me. So I was certified that the twain 
were one flesh, husband and wife I feigned to be exceeding 
hail and feeble, and made as though I had not stiength to 
walk 01 even to stand, whereat the two damsels supposed me, 
one on either side, and I was carried into a 100m wheie they 
gave me somewhat to drink and put me upon a bed to rest and 
sleep. Then thought I to myself,—Ycrily I have gained the 
object ivheicfoi I had feigned sickness \ and I was assured that 
it availed no moic to piactice deceit. Accordingly, after a short 
while I arose and said to the attendants that the chaught which 
they had given me to diink had cut short the fevei and had 
restored stiength to my limbs and life to my frame. Then they 
led me to the presence of the Lady Peii-Banu, who was exceeding 
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pleased to see me once moie hale and hearty, and bade hei hand¬ 
maidens conduct me around the palace and show each room m its 
beauty and splendour ; after which I craved leave to wend my ways 
and here am I again to work thy will.” When thus she had 
made known to the King all that had betided her, she resumed, 
“Perchance, on hearing of the might and majesty, opulence and 
magnificence, of the Lady Pen-Iianu, thou writ be gladdened and 
say within thyself .—Tis well that Prince Almracl is wedded to this 
Fairy and hath gotten for himself such wealth and power; but to 
the thinking of this thy slave the matter is quite other. It is 
not well, I dare avouch, that thy son should possess such puissance 
and treasures, foi who knoweth but that he may by good aid 
of Pcri-Bami bring about division and disUnbance in the realm? 
beware of the wiles and malice of women. The Prince is 
bewitched with love of her, and peradventme at her incitement 
lie may act towaids thee otherwise than right, and lay hands on 
thy hoards and seduce thy subjects and become master of thy 
kingdom; and albeit he would not of his own free will do aught 
to his father and his forbears save wlial was pious and dutiful, 
yet the chat ms of his Princess may woik upon him little by little 
and end by making him a lebel and what moio I may not say. 

Now mayest thou sec that the matter is a weighty, so be not 

heedless but give it full consideration” Then the Sorceress 
made ready to gang her gait when spake the King, saying, “I 
am beholden to thee in two things, the first that thou lookest 
upon thyself much toil and travail, and on my behalf tiskcdesL thy 
life to learn the truth anent my son Prince Ahmad. Secondly, I 

am thankful foi that thou hast given me a rede so sound and 

such wholesome counsel.’’ .So saying, he dismissed her with the 
lnghmost honour; but no sooner bad she left the palace than he, 
sole distraught, summoned lus second Warn, the malicious Minister 
who had incited him against 1 'imce Ahmad, and when he and lus 
friends appeared in the presence he laid before them the whole 
matter and asked of them, saying, “ What is your counsel, and 
what must I do to protect myself and my kingdom against the 
wiles of this Fairy?” Replied one of his councillors, “Tis but a 
trifling matter and the lemedy is simple and near-hand Command 
that Prince Ahmad, who is now within the city, if not m the palace, 
he detained as one taken prisoner. Let him not be pul to 
death, lest Imply tire deed may engender rebellion; but at any 
late place him under airest and if he prove violent dap him in 

uon.s.”-And as Lire mom began to dawn Sliahta/ad held tier 

peace till 
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Then said she :- 1 have hoaid, O auspicious King, that this felon 

counsel pleased the malicious Mmistci and all his fautors and 
flattereis highly approved his lede. The Sultan kept silence and 
made no teply, but on the. morrow he sent and summoned the 
Soiceress and debated with hei whether lie should or should not 
cast Ftince Ahmad into piison. Quoth she, “ 0 King of Icings, this 
counsel is clean contrary to sound sense and light icason. An thou 
thiow I 3 iinee Ahmacl into gaol, so must thou also do with all his 
knights and their esquncs, and inasmuch as they aie Jinn* and 
M;hids, who can tell then powei of reprisals? Nor pnson-cells noi 
gates of adamant can keep them in ; they will forthwith escape and 
lepoit such violence £0 the Fauy who, moth with extreme winth 
to find her husband doomed to durance vile like a common male¬ 
factor, and that too for no default or crime but by a tieacheious 
arrest, will assuredly deni the direst of vengeance on thy head and 
do us a damage we shall not be able to forfend. An thou will 
confide 111 me, I will advise thee how to act, wheieby thou mayest 
win thy wish and no evil will come nigh thee 01 thy kingship, 
Thou knowest well that to jinns and Faiiies is power given of 
doing in 011c short moment deeds marvellous and wondious, which 
moilals fail to effect aftei long yeais of toil and trouble. Now 
whenas thou goest a-hunting 01 on other expedition thou lequircst 
pavilions foi thyself and many tents for thy retinue and attendants 
and soldiciy ; and in making ready and transporting such store 
much lime and wealth aie wastefully expended I would advise, 
0 King of kings, Lhat thou liy Piince Ahmad by the following 
test: do thou bid him biing to thee a Shahmiydnah 1 so long and so 
bioad Lhat it will cover and lodge the whole of thy court and 
mcn-nt-nnns and cnmp-JbJIowcis likewise die beasts of bin then, 
and yet it must be so light that a man may hold it in the hollow 
of Ins hand and carry it whilheisoevei he listeth." Then, after 
holding hei peace for a while, she added, still addressing the 
Sultan, “And as soon as Ptince Ahmad shall acquit himself of 
this commission, do thou demand of him a somewhat still gieatei 
and moie wondious wheiewilh I will make thee ware, and which 
he will find giicvous of execution, On this wise slialt thou fill 
thy lieasuiy with laie inventions and strange, the handicraft of 
Jann, nor will this cease till such time in fine when thy son slgill 
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be at his wits’ end to entry out thy 1 equipments. Then, humbled 
and abashed, he will never date to enter thy capital or even thy 
presence , and thus shaft thou be saved from fear of harm at las 
hands, and thou slialt not have need to put him m gaol or, worse 
still, to do him dead.” Ileai mg these words of wisdom, the 
Sultan made known the Witch’s device to his advisers and asked 
them what they deemed thereof. They held then peace and 
answered not a woid 01 good or til; while he himself highly 
nppioved it and said no moie. Next day Prince Ahmad came 
to visiL the King, who welcomed him with ovciflowing affection 
and clasping him to lus bosom kissed him on eyes and foiehend. 
Long time they sat conversing on various subjects, till at length 
the Sultan, finding an occasion, spake thus, “O dear my son, O 
Ahmad, for many a day have I been sad at heart and souowful 
of soul because of separation fiom thee, and when thou earnest 
back I was gladdened with gicat gladness at sight of thee, and 
albeit thou didst and dost still withhold fiom me the knowledge 
of thy wheieabouts, I refrained from asking thee or seeking to 
find out thy secret, since it was not according to thy mind to 
tell me of thine abode. Now, however, I have hcatd say Unit 
thou ait wedded to a mighty Jinniy.iV of passing beauty, and 
the tidings please me with the highmost possible pleasure. I dcsiie 
not to learn aught fiom thee concerning thy Tniiy-wife save what so 
thou wouldsl entmsl to me of thine own Ace will; but, say me, 
should I at any time require somewhat of thee canst thou obtain it 
from her ? Doth she icgnid thee with such f.ivoui that she will 
not deny thee anything thou askest of her?” Quoth the Prince, 
“O my lot cl, what dost thou demand of me? My wife is devoted 
to hei husband in heart and soul, so prithee lei mo leain what 
it is thou won Ids t have of me and hei.” Replied the Sultan, 
“Thou knowest that oft-times I fate a-Ininling ot on some foray 
and hay, when I have great need of tents and pavilions and 
Shahrmyanahs with holds and troops of camels and mules ami 
other beasts of burden to cany the camp fiom place to place. I 
would, thuicfoie, that thou bring me a tent so light that a man may 
cany it in the hollow of Ins hand, and yet so huge that it may 
contain my comt and all my host and camp and sultlcis and Lili¬ 
an minis. An thou wouldsl ask the lady foi this gift I know full 
well that she can give it; and thereby shall thou save me much of 
tumble in piovidmg can urge foi the lenlage and spate me much 

r The linn feminine ; see vol j, ni^lu i. The word hardly couesjiomls wilh 
the Peis. “ Pen” -md Engl. “ F.uiy,” a creation, like iho “ Dlv,” of the so-called 
11 .Aryan,” not “ Semitic,” iace. 
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waste and loss of beasts and men.” The Prince lepbed, “0 my 
sire the Sultan, double not thy thought. I will at once make 
known Lhy wish to my wife, the Lady Peri-Bann; and, albeit little 
I wot an fairies have the faculty of making a pavilion such as thou 
desciibest, oi indeed (supposing that they have such power), an she 
will giant me 01 not giant me hei aidance; and, moieovei, although 
I cannot piomisc thee such picsent, yet whatsoever lieth in my 
ability to do, that will I gladly do for lhy seiviee,” Acid as the 
morn began to dawn Shahuvad held hei peace till 


ULIjc criti of tljc Js>iji anfe 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that quoth 

the King to Pi nice Ahmad, “Shonldsl thou perchance fail in 

this mattei and bung me not the gift lequued, 0 my son, I will 

never see thy face again. A sorry husband thou, in good sooth, 
if thy wife refuse so mean a thing and hasten not to do all thou 
biddest her do; giving thee to sec that thou art of small value and 

consequence in hei eyes, and that hei love for thee is a quantity 

well nigh to naught. But do thou, 0 my child, go forth and sliaiglu- 
way ask her lor the lent. An she give it to lliee know thou she 
desireth lliee an thou art the dearest of all things to hei ; and I 
have been informed that she lovelh thee with all hei heait and soul 
and will by no means lefusc thee aught thou requirest, weie it even 
the balls of her eyes.” Now Prince Ahmad was ever wont to tarry 
three days each month with the Sultan his sire, and leluin to his 
spouse on the fouitli; but this time he stayed two days only and 
faiewelled liis lather on the third As lie passed into the palace 
Peri-Banu could not but note that he was sad at heait and down¬ 
cast of face ; so she asked of him, “ Is all well with thee ? Why 
hast thou come to-day and not to-monow from the presence of the 
King thy falhei, and why earnest thou so liistc a countenance?” 
Whereupon, after kissing her brow and fondly embracing her, he 
told hei the old mallei, first to last, and she made answer, “I 
will speedily set thy mind at rest, foi I would not see thee so 
saddened foi a moment longei. Howbeit, O my love, from tins 
petition of the Sultan thy sire I am certified that his end draweth 
nigh, and he will soon depart this world to the meicy of Allah the 
Almighty. 1 Some enemy hath done this deed and much of mischief 


1 Galland makes the Fairy most unjustifiably fear that her husband is medi¬ 
tating the murder of his father; and the Hindi in this point has much the advantage 
of the Frenchman 
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hath made fox thee; and the result is that thy fathei, all 
unmindful of his coming doom, doth seek diligently his own 
desti action.” The Pi nice, anxious and al.umed, thus answeied his 
wife, “Almighty Allah be pi arsed, the King my liege loid is m the 
best of health and showeth no sign of disordei oi dcciepitudc: ’tis 
but this morning I left him hale and heady, and in very sooth I 
never saw him m better case Strange, indeed, that thou shouldst 
ken what shall betide him before I have told thee aught concerning 
him, and especially how lie hath come to learn of oui man i age and 
of om home.” Quoth Pen-Banu, “O my Prince, thou knowest 
what T said to thee whenns I saw the old dame whom thou 
broughlest hitlici as one afflicted with the ague and fevci. That 
woman, who is a Witch of Satan’s breed, hath disclosed to thy 
fathei all lie sought to learn concerning this our dwelling-place. 
And notwithstanding that I saw full cleaily she was nm sick nor 
sorry, but only feigning a fever, I gave her medicine to dunk which 
cuieth complaints of all kinds, and she falsely made believe that by 
us virtues she had tecoveied health and .stiength. So when she 
came to take leave of me I sent hei with two of my damsels and bid 
them display to her evciy apaitment in the palace, togethei with its 
furmtine and dccoiutions, that she might bcUci know the con¬ 
dition of me and thee. Now all this did I on thy account only, for 
thou badest me show compassion to the ancient woman and I was 
rejoiced to sec her departing safe and sound and in the best 
of spit its Save her alone, no human being had ever powei to 
know aught oF this place, much less to come hither.” Prince 
Ahmad hearing these wotds thanked and piaiscd Iiei and said, “O 
sun-laced beauty, t would beg of thee to giant me a boon wheieof 
my fathei hath made request of me; to wit, a Sliahmiyanah of such 
dimensions that it may .sheltct him and his many, his camp and 
bat-cattle and withal may be earned in the hollow of the hand, 
An such marvel exist I wot not, yet would I do my utmost to 
procuie it, and carry it to him light loyally.” Quoth she, "Why 
trouble thyself for so small a matter? I will foithiight send foi it 
and give it thee ” Then she summoned one of her handmaids who 
was treasinei to her and said, “ 0 Nm Jeh.ln, 1 go thou at once and 
biing me a pavilion of such and such a fashion.” So she fared forth 
without delay and as quickly came back with tlic pavilion which, 
at hei Indy's bidding, she placed in the palm of Piince Ahmad’s 

hand.-And as the mom began to dawn Shahiwad held her 

peace till 

i Pas. = “ Light of the Wmkl”, familiar la Europe a.% the name of ihc Ch.\n<( 
Moghul Jeh.tngii \ line i{nl wile. 
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Then said she:- 1 have hcaid, O auspicious King, that Prince 

Ahmad bent the pavilion in hand and thought to himself, 
“What is this Peu-Pami giveth me? Surely she doth make 
a mock of me.” I'lis wife, however, leading his mind in his, 
face, fell to laughing aloud, and asked, “What is it, O my deal ling 
Piince? Dost thou think that I am jesting and jibing at 11106 ?“ 
Then she continued, adchessing die treasurer Nur Jehan, “Take 
now yon tent from Prince Ahmad and set it upon the plain 
that he may see its vast si/.e and know if it be such an one as 
icquiiecl by the Sultan his she.” The handmaid took the pavilion 
and pitched it afar fiom the Palace; and yet one end thereof 
reached theicLo fiom the outer limit of the plain, and so immense 
was its si/e that (as Punce Ahmad peiceived) thcie was room therein 
for all the King’s couit; and were two armies ranged under ituith 
then camp followers and bit-animals one would on no wise crowd 01 
inconvenience the other. Pie then begged pardon of Peri-Hamt, 
saying, “I wot not that the Shahmiyanah was so prodigious of extent 
and of so maivcllous a natuie, wherefoie I misdoubted when fust I 
saw it.” The tieasuier presently stiuclc the tent, and ictuined it to 
the palm of his hand; then, without stay or delay, he took hoise, 
and, followed by his ictinue, lode bade to the loyal piesence, wheie, 
nftei obeisance and suit and seivice, he piesented the tent. The Sultan 
also at -i 1 sight of the gift thought it a small matter, but marvelled 
with extiemc marvel to see its size when pitched, foi it would have 
shaded his capital and its sulnubs. He was not, however, wholly 
satisfied, for the si/e of the pavilion now appeared to him super- 
lluous; but his son assured him that it would always fit itself to its 
contents. lie thanked the Prince for bringing him so larc a present, 
saying, “O my son, acquaint thy consoit with my obligation to her 
and offer my grateful thanks foi this her bounteous gift Now indeed 
know I of a truth that she doth love thee with the whole of hci 
heart and soul and all my doubts and fears are well nigh set at 
lest.” Then the King commanded they should pack up the 
tent and store it with all caie in the loyal treasury. Now stiange 
it is, but true, that when the Sultan received this rare present from 
the Trincc, the feai and doubt, the envy and jealousy of his son, 
which the Witch and the malicious Wazir and his other ill-advisers 
had bted m his breasL, waxed greater and liveliei than before, 
because he was now certified that in veiy truth Lhe Jinniyah was 
giacious beyond measure to her mate and that, notwithstanding 
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the great wealth and power of the sovereign, she could outvie him 
in might)' deeds for the aidnnee of hci husband. Accoidingly, he 
feared with excessive feai lest haply she seek oppoitunity to slay 
him in favoui of the Punce whom she might entluone in his 
stead. So he bade bung the Witch who had counselled him afoie- 
time, and upon whose sleight and malice he now mainly lelied. 
When he 1 elated to hci the icsult of hei iede, she took thought foi 
a while; then, raising hei biow said, “O King of kings, thou 
tioublest thyself foi naught: thou needest only command Ihince 
Ahnuul to bung thee of the rvatci of the Lions’ Spnng He must 
perfoice for liis honour’s sake fulfil thy wish, and if be fail he will 
for veiy shame not daie to show bis face again at couil No better 
plan than this canst thou adopt; so look to it nor loiter on thy 
way” Next day at eventide, as the Sultan was seated in full 
Daibai surrounded by his Wa/irs and Ministers, Punce Ahmad 
c.une fonvaids and making due obeisance took seat by his side and 
below him Hei eat, the King addressed him, as was his wont, with 
gieat show of favoui saying, “It delightcth me mightily that thou 
hast brought me the Lent I requited of thee; foi suicly m my 
Treasury Iheie be naught so rare and strange. Yet one othei 
thing lack I, and couldst thou bung it me I shall lejoiee with joy 
exceeding. I have heard tell that the Jinniyah, thy consent, 
maketh constant use of a watei which flowclh from the Lions' 
Spring, the dunking whereof doclh away with fevcis and all other 
deadly diseases I know thou ait anxious that I live in health ; 
and thou wilt gladden me by bunging somewhat of that water, so 
I may dunk tlieicof when occasion shall lcqune, and well I wot 
that, as thou vainest my love and affection thcc-waids, thou will 
not lefuse to giant me my icqiiest.” Prince Ahmad on heaung 
this demand was stiuck with surprise that his sue should so soon 
make a second demand. So he kept silence awhile, thinking within 
hunself, “I have managed by some means to obtain the tent fiovn 
the Lady I’en-Hami, but Allah only knoweth how she will now 
act, and whether ibis fresh request will or will not iou.se her wrath. 
Howbeil I know that she will on no wise deny me any boon I may 
ask of her 15 So aftei much hesitation Ptince Ahmad made 
leply, “ O my lord the King, I have no power to do aught in this 
matter, which resleth only with my spouse the Piincess; yet will I 
petition hci to give the watei ; and, if she vouchsafe consent I will 
bung it straight to thee Indeed I cannot piomi.se thee such boon 
with all ccilarnty: I would gladly do my endeavoui in all and 
everything that can benefit thee, but to ask her for this watei is a 
wotk moic weighty than asking 1011110 16111” Next day tire Ihince 
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took his dopaituie and returned to Pen-Banu; and aftci loving 
embmeings and greetings quoth he, “ 0 my lady and light of my 
eyes, the Sultan my sue sendelh thee his giateful thanks for the 
granting of his wish; Lo wit, the pavilion ; and now he advcntmelh 
himself once nioie and, certified of thy bounty and beneficence, lie 
would piay fiom thy hand the boon of a little watei fiom the Lions’ 
Spring Withal I would assuie thee that an the giving of this 
water please thee not, let Lire matter he clean fotgotten ; for to do all 
thou wiliest is my one and only wish.” Pei i-Banu made reply, 
“ Melhmks the Sultan, thy sue, would put both me and thee to the 
test by leqiming -such boons as those suggested to him. by the 

Sorceress"-And as the morn began to dawn Shalnazad held 

her peace till 

GLIjc cnl of lljc &ij. tytinlnclJ anti 

Then said she :-1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Peri-Eanu 

said fuithei to Piincc Alimud, “ Natheless I will grant this laigesse 
also as the Sultan hath .set lus nund upon it, anl no haim shall 
come theicfrom to me oi to thee, albe ’tis a matter of gieat lisle and 
danger, and it is piompled by not a little of malice and ungracious¬ 
ness But give caieful heed to my woids, nor neglect thou aught 
of them, oi thy destiuetion is certain-sure. I now will tell thee 
what to do In the hull of yondei castle which liseth on that 
mountain is a fountain sentinelled by four /ions fierce and 
lavening • ancl they watch and ward the path that leadeth theieto, 
a pan standing on guaid whilst the other two take their turn to 
iest, and thus no living thing hath power lo pass by them, Yet 
will I make known to thee the means whereby thou mayest win 
thy wish without any luut oi haini befalling thee fiom the furious 
beasts.” Thus saying, she diew fiom an ivoiy box a clew of thread 
and, by means ora needle, one of those wherewith she had been ply¬ 
ing her work, made theieofa ball. This she placed in the hands of 
her husband, and said, “First, be thou caieful that thou keep about 
thee with all diligence this ball, whose use I shall presently explain 
to thee Secondly, choose foi thyself two hoises of great speed, one 
foi thine own liding, whilst on the other thou shalt load the carcass 
of a fleshly slnughtcied sheep cut into four quaiters. In the third 
place, lake with thee a phial wheicwith I will piovide thee, and 
this is foi catiying the water which thou, Inshallah—God willing!— 
shalt biing back As soon as the morn shall morrow do thou 
anse with the light and go foith riding thy chosen steed and 
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leading the other alongside of thee by the rems. When thou shall 
1 each the iron portals wlueh open upon the castle couit, at no 
great distance from the gate, do thou cast the ball of till cad upon 
the giound before thee, lfotthwilh it will begin lolling oiuvaids 
of its own will towards the castle cIool ; and clo thou follow it 
thiough the open cnlnuicc until such time as it slop its coui.se. 
At this moment thou shaft see the fom Jiojis ; and die tivo that 
wake and watch will rouse the twain that sleep and lest. All font 
will turn their jaws to the ground and growl and loai with 
hideous howl mgs, and make as though about to fall upon thee .and 
tear thee limb horn limb. Howevei, fear not nor be dismayed, but 
tide boldly on and thiow to the giound fiom off the led-hoi.se the 
sheep’s quaileis, one to each lion. Sec that thou alight not from 
thy steed, but goic his libs with thy shovel-stirrup 1 and ride with 
all thy might and mam up to the basin which gathciclh the watei 
Hoc dismount and fill the phial whilst the lions will be busied 
eating. Lastly, leliim with all speed and the beasts will not 
prevent thy passing by them.” Next day, at peep of mom, Punce 
Ahmad did accoiding to all that Peri-Uanu had bidden him and 
lode foith to the castle. Then, having passed thiough the iion 
portals and crossed the court and opened the dooi, he onteied the 
hall, wheic he threw the quarters of the sheep befoic the lions, one 
to each, and speedily reached the Spring He filled his phial with 
watei from the basin and hinticd back with all haste. Hut when lie 
had lidcien some little distance he tinned about and saw two of the 
guaidian lions following upon lus back; howevei, ho was on no wise 
daunted, but diew his sabre fioin the sheath to piopnic him for self- 
pi election, llcieat one of the twain seeing him baie lus biand foi 
defence, letiicd a little way fiom the toad and, standing at ga/e, 
nodded his head and wagged his tail, as though to pi ay the Punce 
to put up his scymitai aiul to assuic him that he might ride in 
peace and fear no peril. The other lion then sprang forwards ahead 
of him and kept close him, and the two never ceased to escort him 
until they reached the city, nay even the gate of the Palace. The 
se:oml twain also brought up the veai till Prince Ahmad had 
enteicd the Palacc-doot ; and, when they were ceitifiecl of tins, all 
four went back by the way they came. Seeing such wondrous 
spectacle, the towns-folk all fled in diie dismay, albeit the 
enchanted hearts molested no man ; and presently some mounted 

1 The Aral) stmup, like lliat of the Aigonliiie Cl.iucho, was oirgmally made of 
wood, liable to break, and Conning a hail snppoit foi l.mcei and swordei. A 
famous cluef and wamm, Abu Sa’id al-MuU,dUb fob. A.II, 83 = 702) fust g.vsc 
Oh lei 1 j to forge foel-rt'sls of iron. 
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hoisemen, espying their loid riding alone and. unattended, came up 
to him and helped him alight. The Sultan was sitting in his 
audience-hall conversing with his Wadis and Ministers when his 
son appealed bcfoie him ; and Prince Ahmad, having greeted him 
and blessed him and, in dutiful fashion, ptayed for Iiis permanence 
of existence and prosperity and opulence, placed befoio his feet the 
phial full of the water fiom the Lions’ .Spring, saying, “Lo, I have 
hi ought thee the boon thou dcsiredst of me 'I’liis water is most late 
and hard to obtain, nor is Lheie in all thy Tieasuie-house aught so 
notable and of such value ns this. If ever thou fall ill of any 
malady (Almighty Allah forfund this should be in thy Destiny') 
then drink n draught Ihoieof and foilhwiih thou shall be made 
whole of whatso distemper thou hast.” When Pirnce Ahmad had 
made an end of speaking, the Sultan, with all !o\e and affection, 
giace and honout, embraced him and kissed his head; then, seating 
him on his right, said, u O my son, I am beholden to thee beyond 
count and measure, for that thou hast adventuted thy life and 
brought this wntci with gieat 11k and risk from so perilous a place.” 
Now the Witch had erewhile informed the King concerning the 
Lions’ Spring and of the moital dangeis which beset the site, so 
that he knew light well how gallant was his son's dcuing-do, and 
piesently he said, "Say me, O my child, how couklst thou venture 
thither and escape fiom the lions and bioughtest back the water, 

thyself lemaimng safe and sound?”-And as the 11101 n began to 

dawn Shahra/ad held her peace till 

entr of *be gag jf)inilu<dJ nnfr fourtfj JBjff&f. 

Then said she:- 1 have hcaid, O auspicious King, that the 

Punce replied, “By thy favour, O my lord the Sultan, have I 
returned m safety fiom that stead mainly because I did according 
to the bidding of my spouse, the Lady Peii-Banu, and I have 
biought the water from the Lions’ Spring only by cairying out her 
commands.” Then he made known to his fathei all that had 
befallen lnni m going and returning; and when the Sultan noted the 
pre-eminent valiance and prowess of his son he only fcaied the 
moie, and the malice and the rancour, envy and jealousy, which 
filled his heait waxed tenfold gieatei than befoie. However, 
dissembling his true senLiments, he dismissed Prince Ahmad, and, 
betaking him to his private chamber, at once sent void to bid the 
Witch appear in the presence; and when she came lie told her of 
the Piince's visit and all about the biinging of the water from the 
Lions’ Spiing She had aheady heard somewhat theieof by reason of 
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the hubbub in the city at the coming of the lions j lml, as soon as 
she had given ear to the whole account, she mnivcllcd with mighty 
marvel and, aflei whispeiing m the Sultan’s eai hei new device, 
said to him in tiiumph, ‘O King of longs, this time thou shall 
lay a chaige on the Piineo, and such coinnianclmcnt nielhmks will 
lioublc him and it shall go haul with him to execute aught 
l hole of.” “Thou sayest well,” lephed the Sovran, “now indeed 
will I by this plan thou hast piojected for me" Wheieforc, next day 
wheuas I’unce Ahmad caiue to the presence of his sire, the King 
said to him, “O doai my child, it dclighlulh me exceedingly to see 
thy viitue ami valour and the filial love wherewith thou ml lulfilled, 
good gifts thiclly shown by obtaining for me the two unities l 
asked of thee. And now one other and final leqniiomonl i have 
of thee, and, shouklsl thou avail to satisfy my desiic, f shall be 
well-pleased in my beloved son and lundei thanks to him for the 
lest of my days." I’mice Ahmad answeied, “What is the boon 
thou lequiiesl? I will for my paiL do thy bidding as far as in 
mo belli.” Then quoth the King in n-ply to the Piincu, “I would 
fain have thee bung me a man of .si/e and statute no menu than 
lluoe feet high, with bcatd full twenty ells in length, who beaivtli 
on his shoulder a quaitov staff of steel, thittoen scorn pounds in 
weight, which he wieidclh with case and swmgetW \\\onvul ids head 
without wwnklc on hrotv, even as men wield cudgels ol wood." 
On this wise the Sultan, led asliay by the Doom of Destiny and 
heedless alike of good and evil, asked that which should biing 
suiest desliuction upon himself. Ptinec Ahmad also, with blind 
obedience out of pme affection to his pa 1 uni, was toady to supply 
him with nil he requiied, unknowing what was prepared loi lum 
in the ttcciol I’m pose Accoidingly he said, “() my sue the 
•Sullnn, 1 bow me ’twill be haul to find, all ihe world ovci, a man 
muU as thou desiicst, still I will weak, my best to do thy bidding" 
Theieupon the Pimcc icliied fiom the presence and relumed, as 
usual, to his palace whole he greeted Peii-l’ami with love and 
gladness; but his face was tumbled and his lie.nl was heavy 
at the thought of the King’s last behest. Peiceiving Ins [ire- 
occupation the Princess asked him, saying, “O tle.u my loul, 
what tidings bnngest thou for me to-day?” Hereto leplied he, 
“The Sullan at each visit lequiielh of me some new thing and 
bmlhcnclh me with Ins icquusls; and to-day lie purpo-seth to lij r 
me and, in the hopes of pulling me to shame, he nskcLb sonn*what 
which 'tweic vam to hope X can find in all the woild.” Them 

upon Pi inee Ahmad Lotd her all the King hud said to him- 

And as the mom began to dawn Shnlua/ad held bet peace till 
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Then saul she :- 1 have hoaid, () auspicious King, lhai I’eii-lkmu 

hearing these vwmls said lo the Prince, “ Tiouble not thyself at all 
m this mallei. Thou didst venture ut great lisk lo cany off foi thy 
father water fioni the Lions' Spring and thou succeudcdsl tn winning 
Ihy wish, Now Ibis lusk is on no wise moie dif'linill or dangoions Llun 
was lliaL: nay, his the easiei, foi that lie thou desnihest is none olhoi 
than Shahhar, my biolher-geiman. Although we both have the same 
paienls, yet il pleased Almighty Allah lo onfoiin us in diUeicnl 
ligmos and lo mala- him unlike lus .sistei as being in modal mould 
can he. lUoroovei, he is valiant and vunlmoiis, always seeking 
some, geste and exploit whcieby lo fmlhoi my inleiost, and ughL 
willingly doth In; cany out what so he undei lukelh. lie is shaped 
and formed ns the Snllan thy .siic hnlh dew**ibed, nor useih he any 
weapons save the NubbuL 1 ni <jii.iilei- stall' of steel And see now 
I will send foi him, but bo not them dismayed at sighting him” 

Replied Prince Ahmad, " Tf he be in truth thine own brolhoi what 

matter bow be lookelh ? I shall be pleased to see him as when 

one welcomelh a valued friend or a beloved kinsman. WhouTou; 

should 1 feai lo look upon him?” Hearing these wouls Peri-llanu 
despatched one of hei attendants, who la ought to her fiom her private 
tioasuiy a ehalmg-ilish of gold ; then she bade u fire he Hi therein, 
and sending foi a casket of noble metals studded with gems, the gill 
of her kinsman, she look Ihuicfiom some incense and east it upon 
the flames. Herewith issued a dense smoke spacing high in air 
and spieading all about the palace; and a few momenta after, Pcii- 
JJanu, who had ceased her conjurations, died, “ Lookye, my biolhei 
Hhabbar eomelh I canst thou distinguish his form?” The 1 ’rinco 
looked up and saw a mannikin in statue dwarfish and no more 
than three feel high, and with a boss on breast and a hump 
on back; withal he earned himsell wiLb stalely mien and majestic 
air. On his light shouldei was borne lus quarter .staff of steel 
Ihiilecn score pounds in weight. Ilis beaul was thick and twenty 
cubits in length, but arranged so skilfully that it stood clear olf 
born the giound; he woie also a twisted pair of long mustachioes 
curling tip lo his ears, and all his (a< e was eoveied with long piles, 
His eyes iveie not unlike unto pig's eyes; and his head, on which 
was placed a ciown-like coifliue, was enoimous of bulk, contrasting 


I For this K|*yi>lmn tun I Kyi inn wisipim vol. i. night xxiii. 
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with the meanness of his slaluie. Piinee Ahmad sat calmly beside his 
wife, the Fauy, and felt no fear as the figuie approached ; and pre¬ 
sently Shabbai walked up, and glancing aL him, asked Peri Panu, say 
mg, “ Who be this mortal who sitteth haid by thee ? ” Hcicto she 
replied, “ O my luother, this is my beloved husband Piinee Ahmad, 
.son of the Sultan of Hmdoslan. I sent thee not an invitation to 
the wedding as thou wast then engaged on some gieal expedition; 
now, liowevei, by the gtace of Almighty Allah thou hast returned 
tiiumphant and victonous ovet thy foes, wheiofoic I liave summoned 
[bee upon a maltei which neaily conccincLh me.” Plearing these 
woids Shabbai looked giaciousiy at Piinee Ahmad, saying, “0 
my beloved sislcr, is theie any sen ice I can lendei to him?” and she 
teplicd, “The Sultan, his siie, deshelh .udcnlly to sec (.lice, and I 
piny thee go foilhnght to him and lake the Pnncc with thee by 
way of guide.” Said he, “This instant I am teady to set forth”; 
tmt said she, “Not yet, O my biolhei Thou ait fatigued with 
journeying ; so defei until the monoiv thy visit to Lhe King, and 
tins evening I will make known to thee all that conccmeth Pnncc 
Ahmad.” Ptescntly the time came , so Peti-llanu informed hei 
biothei Shabbai concerning the King and his ill councillors, but 
she dwelt mainly upon the misdeeds of the old woman, the 
Witch , and how she had schemed to mjuie Punce Ahmad and 
despitefully prevent his going to city or court, and she had gained 
such influence ovet the Sultan that he had given up Ins will to 
bus and ceased not doing whatso she bade him. Next clay at 
clawn Shabbai the Jinn and Prince Ahmad set out togcthci upon 
a visit to the Sultan, and, when they had i cached the city gates, 
all the folk, nobles and commons, wcie sliuck with consternation 
at the dwaifs hideous fonn, and, flying on cveiy side in affright 
and miming into shops and houses, baned the doois and closed 
the casements and hid themselves therein. So panic-stuc'kcn 
indeed was their (light that many feet lost shoes and sandals in 
lmining, while from the heads of others their loosened Unhands 
loll to eaith. And when they twain appioached Lhe palace through 
stieels and squaics and market-places desolate as the Desert of 
Samdwah , 1 all the keepers of the gales took to thei lheels at sight 
of Shabbar and fled, so theic was none to hindei Ibeii entering. 
They walked sluught on to the audicncc-chambei wbcie the 
Sultan was holding D.ubai, and they found in attendance on him 


i See night dekwi “ Samdwah ” m Ibn Klmll (vol, i. 108) is also Lite 
name of a town on the Euphrates 
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,i host of Minister and Conncillois, great and small, each standing in 
his proper tank and station. They too on seeing Shabbar speedily 
look (light in diie dismay and hid themselves; also die gnat ds had 
descited then posts nor cmed in any way to let 01 stay the twain. 
The Sovian still sat motionless on Ins throne, whine Shabbai went 
up to him with loidly mien and loyal dignity and ciied, “ O King, 
thou hast expicssed a wish to see me; and lo, I am here. Say 
now what wouldel thou have me do?'’——And as the morn began 
to dawn Shahta/ad held hei peace till 


(ZCIjc cull of tljc Sly IbunUrcU nnfc SuyhiBiy^ JQiflljt. 

Then said she:- 1 lmve hcaul, 0 auspicious King, that the 

King made no leply lo Shabbai, but held up his hands bcfoie bis 
eyes that lie nnglil not behold that frightful figme, and turning his 
head would fain have fled in Lenoi. Shabbar was filled with fury 
at this rudeness on the part of the Sultan, and was wroth with 
exceeding wialh to think that he had tioublcd himself to conic at 
the bidding of such a craven, who now on seeing him would fain 
iun away. So the Jinn, without an instant’s delay, imsed his 
quaiter staff of steel, and, swinging it twice in an, befoic Pnnce 
Ahmad could icach the tbtone or on anywise inteifcie, sliuck the 
Sultan .so fiercely upon the poll that his skull was smashed and 
bis brains were scattered ovei the flooi. And when Shabbar had 
made an end of this oflendci, he savagely turned upon the Grand 
Wazh, who stood on the Sultan’s tight, and incontinently would 
have slain him also, but Lhe Piinee curved pardon for his life and 
said, “Kill him not: lie is my fiicnd and hath at no time said one 
evil woid against me. But such is not the cose with the others, 
his fellows." Hearing these words the infuriated Shabbai fell 
upon the Minislets and ill counsellors on cithei side, to wit, all 
who had devised evil devices against Bunco Ahmad, and slew them 
each and every and suffered none to escape save only those who 
had taken flight and hidden themselves Then, going fioin the hall 
of justice to the couUyaid, (he Dwarf said to the Wazii whose life 
the Prince had saved, “ liaikye, theie is a Witch who bcaieth 
enmity against my biolhci, the husband of my sistei. See that 
thou pioducc her foilhnghl, likewise the villain who filled his 
fathci’s mind with hate and malice, envy and jealousy, against him, 
so may I quite them in full tneasuie foi their misdeeds." The 
Giand Wa/u produced them all, fust the Sorceress and then the 
malicious mmislei, with his lout of fauters and flatterers, and 
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Shabbar felled them one aftei the other with his quaitet staff of 
steel and killed them pitilessly, crying to the Sorceress, “ This is 
the end of all thy machinations with the King, and this is the fiuit 
of thy deceit and tieachciy, so learn not to feign thyself sick.’' And 
m the blindness of his passion he would have slam all the inhabitants 
of the city, blit Piinee Ahmad prevented him, and pacified him 
with soft and flattering words. Hereupon Shabbar habited his 
biolhei in the loyal habit, and seated him on the lluone and 
pioclamied him Sultan of Hindostan. The people all, both high 
and low, lcjoiced with exceeding joy to hear these tidings, for 
Prince Ahmad was beloved by every one; so they crowded to 
swear fealty and bring presents and Nn/ar.ivmhs 1 and 1 a is eel shouts 
of acclamation, ciymg out, ‘‘Long live King Ahmad!” When all 
tins was done, Shabbar sent for his bistro, Pini-Uami, and made bei 
Queen undei the title of Shahi-Banu 3 ; and m due time, taking leave 

of het and of King Ahmad, the Jinni returned to his own home.- 

And as the morn began to dasvn Shahra/.ad held hci peace till 

<2f)c eirtJ of the btnilivcl] nnb jftiff!)!. 

Then said she.-“I have heaid, 0 auspicious King, that aftei 

these tilings King Ahmad summoned Piince All his biother and 
Nui al-Nihar, and made him goveinoi of a laige city haul by the 
capital, and dismissed linn thithei in high slate and splendom. 
Also he commissioned an official to wait upon Prince Husayn and 
tell him all the tidings, and sent word saying, “I will appoint 
thee mlei ovci any capital ot country thy soul desuelh; and, if thou 
consent, I will forwaid thee Jetlois of appointment. v But inasmuch 
as the Prince was wholly content and entnoly happy in Danv.iysli- 
hood, he cared naught for tulc or government 01 aught of worldly 
vanities ; so he sent back the official with his duly and gnitelul 
thanks, requesting that he might be left to live his life in solitude 
and renunciation of matters mundane Now when Queen Shalna/ad 
had made an end of telling her story and yet the night was not 
wholly spent, King Shahryar spake, saying, “This thy stoiy, 
admirable and most wondeiful, hath given me extreme delight, and 
I pray thee do thou tell 11s another tale till such time as the last hours 
of tlii.s our night be passed.” She replied, “Be it as thou wilt, O 


1 Nn/nr.viuh prop =- the gift (or gift-,) offered at visits by a Moslem noble or 
feolfec in India to Ins feudal suptiioi j and the KuHchah of Hindu, Malub.ii, “Goa 
and the bine Mountains" {jj 197). 
ad,. = Ciiy-iiueen 
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auspicious King : I am thy slave to do as thou shalt bid ” Then she 
began to 1 elate the tale of 


THE TWO SISTERS WHO ENVIED THEIR 
CADETTE. 1 


In days of yoic and in times long gone beloie, llieie lived a 
King of Pei.su, Khusnui Shah hight, renowned foi justice and 
righteousness His lather, dying at a good old age, had left him 
sole hen to all the icalm and, iindet his mlc, the ligci and the 
kid diank side by side at the same (Jh.it 3 ; and his Ueasuiy Mas 
Lver full, and his tioops and guards were numbcilcss. Now it 
was his -wont to don disguise and, attended by a liusty Wa/ii, to 


1 Compare with this talc its modern ami popular vasum Ilt\tm\nln Rowland 
Chontcu1 (Hpitu-Itcy, No. x., p 123) it contains the rns.uy (and the ling) that 
shrinks, the ball that tolls, and the water that heals; etc., etc Mi. Clonslon some¬ 
where asserts that the I listen y of the Envious Sislris, and (hat of Prince Alim.nl 
am) the PriiJinmi, am l.Avn fiom a MS. 'Oiii pmervai I he “ King\ Ltbraiy, ” 
Paris ; but lie cannot quote his aulhoiily, De Sary or Bangles, Mi. 11 . C. Coolo 
{toe. cit. p. 189) declares it lo be, and to have been, “an eiioimmis f.ivomili' in 
Italy aiui Sicily: no folk tale exists in those countries 11L all romiwialilc to it m the 
miniber of its versions and in the extent of its distribution ” He begins two 
centuries before (Jutland, with Stiapnrola (Noth J'iaccvoli), proceeds In Imbiiani 
(Nov,'Ham I'm entina ), Nerucci (Novctk Mon to ten), Compaictb (NovdUnc 
Italiane) and I*lire (A iabe. Novel/d e Iiauonti popoloi Ihxlntni , vol, j.); anti 
informs ns Hint “ die adventures of ilic young girl, independently of llic joint 
Instoiy of hciself and lici brother, arc also told in a separate fuaba m Italy A tale 
called 1 La Eavonilla Coiaggiosa, 5 is given by Viseritini in his Jnabc Mantovanc, 
and jL is ns far as it is a counleinart of the second poition of Galland’s tale.” 
Mr. Coote also finds this story in Ilnhn’s “ Gnerluschc Maiclien,” enliLled “Sun, 
1M0011, nnel Morning Star 11 —the names of the loyal cluldicn The King overhears 
the talk of three girls and mariies the youngest despilc lus stepmother, who 
substitutes for lie) issue-, n puppy, a kitten, and a mouse, The castaways are 
adopted by a herdsman, whilst the mother is confined in ahen-lionse; and the- King 
sees his offspring and exclaims, “ These clnkhen are like lliose my wife promised 
me 11 Ills stepmother, hearing this, thieatons the muse, who goes next morning 
disguised ns a begg.u-woman to the girl and induces her lo long foi the Bough that 
makes music, the Magic Minor, and (lie bird Dickieicltc The lumbers set out to 
fetch them, leaving Lheii shuts, which become black when the mishap befalls them. 
1 ’he sisLer, duected by anionic, catches the bird and revives the stones by the 
Water of Lile, and llie denoAment is bought about by a sausage stuffed with 
diamonds J11 Miss Stokes’ Collection of Hindu Stones (No, xx.) “The Boy 
who had a moon on his brow and a stai on Ins dim 11 also suggests the “ Envious 
Sisters.” 

2 Pop. “ Ghaut 11 — The steps (or path) which load down lo a w aiding- pi ace. 
Hence the Hindi saying concerning the “rolling stone”—Dhobi-k.i kutta j 11a 
Ghar-ka 11a Ghdt-ka=a washerwoman’s tyke, nor of the house noi of the Glut- 
dyke 
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wander about the sheets at night-time. Whereby things seid- 
scen and haps peregrine became known to him, the which, should 
I tell thee all thereof, O auspicious King, would weaiy thee beyond 
measure So he took seat upon the thioue of his for hems and 
when the appointed days of mourning wcie ended, accoiding to 
the custom of that country, he caused his exalted name, that is 
lvhusivui Shah, be stiuclc upon all the comb of the kingdom and 
entered into the formula of public piayei. 1 And when stabhshed 
in his sovianty he went forth as afoietnne on one evening accom¬ 
panied by Ins Grand Wazu, both in merchant's habit, walking the 
sheets and squares, the markets and lanes, the better to note what 
might ralcc place both of good and of bad J 5 y chance they passed, 
as the night darkened, through a qtutitei wlreio dwelt people of 
the poorer class, and, as they walked on, the Shah heard inside 
a house women talking with loud voices; then going near, he 
peeped in by the dooi-rhmk, and saw thice fair sisters who having 
supped together were seated on a dirvan talking one to other. 
The King thereupon applied his ear to the crack and listened 
eagerly to what they said, and heard each and every declaring 
what was the thing she most desired. 2 Quoth the eldest, “ I would 
I were married to the Shah’s Head baker, for then should I cvci have 
bread to eat, the whitest and choicest m the city, and your heads 
would be filled with envy and jealousy and malice at my good 
luck,” Quoth the second, " l would lathei wive with the Shah's 
Chief Kitchener and eat of dainty dishes that aie placed before his 
Highness, wherewith the ioya! bread which is common throughout 
the Palace cannot compare for gust and Uavour.” And quoth the 


1 T<M “ KluitUrah” more usually “ Khullvih ’* =» the Friday sermon preached 
by the Khatih • in this the leaguing sovereign is prayed foi hy name and his 
mention logclhei with lire change of coinage is Lire pioufof his lawful mle. See 
banc, M. K. chap. hi. 

2 Tins form of cavcs-diopping, m which also the lislenci i.uoly hems any 
good ot lnmsc-lf, is, I need haidly now saj, a favourne inndent of lsaslein stou- 
ology mid even of history, e g. Tlucc men met togethei ; one ot them expressed the 
wish lo obtain a thousand pieces of gold, so llial lie might hade with them; the 
other wished for an appointment under the Knm of the Moslems ; the thiid wished 
to possess Yusuf’s wife, who was the handsomest of women and had gicat political 
influence. Yusuf, being mlouncd of what they said, sent lor the men, bestowed 
owe thousand dinars cm hvn\ who washed fo» that aim, gave an appointment to the 
other, and said to lorn who wished lo possess (he lady r "Foolish man 1 what 
induced you to ■wish for that winch you can nevn obtain ?” lie then sent him (o 
her and she placed him in a tent wheic he revnaim d three days, receiving each day 
one and the same kind of food, She had him then In ought to her and said, 
" What did you eat llic.se days past?” lie replied ■ " Always the same thing!”— 
"Well,” siid she, "all women ?.w the same thing.” She then radeicd ,ume 
money and a dress to be given him, after which she dismissed him (Ibn lOul- 
likan, ill. 4^3-64 ) 
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thud and youngest of Lhc tluee, and by far the most beautiful and 
lovely of them all, a maiden of chaiming natuie, full of wit and 
hurnoiu, shaip-wiiled, waiy and wise, when her turn came to tell 
hei wish, “O sistcis, my ambition is not as oidinaiy as yours. I 
(aie not foi fine biead noi glutton-like do I long foi dainty dishes. 
I look to somewhat noblci and highci: indeed, I would desire 
nothing less than to be mamed by the King and become the 
mothei of a beautiful Punec, a model or form and in mind as 
niasteiful as valoious. His ban should be golden on one side and 
silvan on the other : when weeping he should drop peails in place 
of tcais, and when laughing hi.s losy lips should be fresh as the 
blossom new-blown." The Shah was amazed with exceeding 
amazement to hear the wishes of the tlucc sisteis, but chiefly of 
the youngest, and delcimined in himself that he would gratify 
them all. Wherefoie quoth he to the Grand Wazir, “Mark well 
this house and on the moiiow bung befoie me these maidens 
whom wc hand discomsmg”; and quoth the Wazir, “ O Asylum 
of Lhc Univeise, I hcai but to obey.” Thereupon the twain 
walked back to the palace and laid them down to rest. When 
morning moi rowed, the Minister went for the sisteis and brought' 
them to the King, who, aftei gieeting them and heailening their 
hearts, said to them in kindly tone, *‘0 ye maidens of weal, last 
night what was it that in merry word and jest yc spake one to 
othci ? Take heed yo tell lhc Shah evciy whiL in full detail, foi 
all must become known to us; something have we heaid, but now 
the King would have ye lecount your discourse to his royal ears.” 
-And as the morn began to dawn Shahrazad held her peace till 

®()c entr of tfjc Sty f)unlii a eti anti -Jljhgfit. 

Then said she .- 1 have heaid, 0 auspicious King, that at these 

woids of the Shah the sislets, confused and filled with shame, 
dur.st not icply, but stood befoie him silent will heads bent 
low, and despite all questioning and encouragement they could 
not pluck up courage. Howevci, the youngest was of passing 
comeliness in form and featuie, and foilhwilh the Shah became 
dospeiately enamomed of hei; and of his love, began lcassuiing 
them and saying, "0 ye Princesses of fail ones, be not afraid noi 
Lioubled m thought; nor let bashfulness 01 shyness pievent you 
telling the Shah what three wishes you wished, foi fain would he 
fulfil them all." Theieat they llnew themselves at his feet and, 
ciaving his patdon for then boldness and freedom of speech, 
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told him the whole talk, each one iepeatmg the wish she had 
wished; and on that veiy day Khu.smu Shall mauied the eldest 
sistei to his Chief Bakei, and the second sister to his Head Cook, 
and bade make all things leady for his own wedding with the 
youngest sistei. So when the piepaialions for the loyal nuptials 
had been made aftei costliest fashion, the Xing’s mailings «as 
celebrated with loyal pomp and pageantry, and the biide icccived 
the titles of Light of the Harem and ll&nt& of Info-land. The 
other two maidens wete likewise mauied. one to the King’s Bakei 
the othui to his Cook, after a manner according to then several 
degiees in life and with little show of giandeui and circumstance. 
Now it had been only light and reasonable that these twain 
having won each hei own wish, should have passed their time in 
solace and happiness, but the decree of Destiny doomed otherwise; 
and, as soon as they saw the grand estate whereto then youngest 
sister had risen, and the magnificence of her marriage-festival, 
theii hearts weie filed with envy and jealousy and soio despite, 
and they resolved upon giving the rein to theii h.ilied and malig¬ 
nancy and to work her some foul mischief On this wise they 
remained for many months consumed with rancour, day and night, 
and they burned with gnef and anger whenevei they sighted aught 
of her superior style and state. One morning as the two met at 
the Hammdm and found privacy and opportunity, quoth the eldest 
sister to the second, “A giievous thing it is indeed that she, our 
youngest sistei, no lovcliei than ouiselves, should thus be raised 
to the dignity and majesty of Queendom, and indeed the thought 
is ovcihard to bear” Quoth the other, *'0 sister nunc. I also am 
perplexed and displeased at this thing, and 1 know not what of 
merit the Shah could have seen in hci that lie was tempted to 
choose her for his consort. She ill befiltelh that high estate with 
that face like a monkey’s favom , and save her youth, I know 
nothing that could commend her to Ins Highness that he should 
so exalt her above hei fellows To my mind thou and notsheait 
fit to share the royal bed , and I nurse a grudge against the King 
for that he hath made this jade his Queen ” And the eldest 
sister rejoined, “I likewise marvel beyond all measure; and X 
.swear that thy youth and beauty, thy well-shaped figuie and lovely 
favour and goodliness of gifts past challenge or compare, might 
well have sufficed to win the King and have tempted him to wed 
and bed with thee and make thee his crowned Queen and Sovian 
Lady in lieu of taking to his aims this paUiy stiumpct. Indeed 
he hath shown no sense of what is right and just in leaving tliee 
disappointed; and on this account only the matter tuvubleth me 
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with exceeding trouble."-And as the mom began to dawn 

Shahnuad held liei peace till 


0 T[)e ciiti of tlje ^it fjuntirrtj nutt Sij.'li’-niidf) 

Then said she :- 1 Have heard, 0 auspicious King, that the 

two sisteis took counsel each with other how they might abase 
then youngest sister in the Shah’s sight and cause her downfall 
and utter rum. Day and night they conned ovei the mattei in 
then minds and spoke at gieat length about it when they cvei 
met logethei, and pondeied endless plans to injure the Queen 
then sislei, and if possible biing about her death; but they 
could fix upon none And whilst they bore this despite and 
bailed towaicls her, and diligently and dchbeurtely sought the 
menus of gratifying their bitter envy, hatiedj and malice, she on 
the othei hand legaided them with the same favoui and affection 
ns she had done befoie niairiage, and Lhought only how to 
advantage then low estate. Now when some months of hei 
wedded life had passed, the fair Queen was found to be with child, 
whereof the glad tidings filled the Shah with joy; and stiaightway 
he commanded all the people of the capital and thioughout the 
whole Empire keep holiday with feasts and dancing and eveiy 
mannei jollity as became so rate and impoitant an occasion. But 
as soon as Lhe news came to the ears of the two Envious Sisters 
they weic constrained petfoiee to offer their congratulations to the 
Queen; and after a long visit, as the twain weie about to crave 
dismissal, they said, “Thanks be to Almighty Allah, O our sister, 
who hath shown us this happy day. One boon have we to aslc of 
thee . to wit, that when the time shall come foi thee to be delivered 
of a child, we may assist as nndwives at thy confinement, and be 
with thee and nurse thee foi a space of foity days.” The Queen 
in her gladness made leply, “O sisteis mine, I fain W'ould have it 
so, foi at a time of such need I know of none on whom to rely 
with such dependence as upon you. Dining my coming tiial youi 
pio.scncc with me will be most welcome and opportune; but I can 
do only what thing the Shah biddeth nor can I do aught save by 
Ins leave. My advice is thus:—Make known this matter to your 
mates who have always access to the royal piesence, and let them 
peisonally apply foi your attendance as midwives; I doubt not but 
that the Shah will give you leave to assist me to remain by my 
side, considering the fond relationship between us three." Then 
the Lwo sisteis rcLumed home full of evil thoughts aud malice. 
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and told their wishes to then husbands, who in turn bespake 
Khusrau Shah, and profleied thcii petition with all humility, little 
knowing what was hidden bom them m the Secret Pm pose, The 
King icplied, “When I shall have thought the mattei ovei in my 
mind, I will give you suitable orders ” So saying he piivalely 
visited the Queen, and to hci said, “ 0 my lady, an it please thee, 
methmks ’twould be well to summon thy sisteis and sccuie then 
aidance when thou shalt he labommg of child in lieu of any 
stianget, and if thou be of the same mind as myself let me at once 
learn, and take steps to obtain then consent and concert eie thy 
time amveth. They will wait on thee with moic loving caie than any) 
hired nuise, and thou wilt find thyself the sufei in thcii hands.” 
Replied the Queen, “O my lotd the Shah, I also ventuie to think 
that ’twould be well to have my sisteis by my side and not mere 
aliens at such an hour.” Accordingly, he sent woid to them and 
fiorn that day they dwelt within the palace to make all leady for 
the expected confinement; and on this wise they found means to 
cairy out their despiteful plot which during so many days they had 
devised to scanty puipose. When het full tale of months had 
been told, the Uanu was brought to bed of a man-child marvellous 
m beauty, wheieat the fire of envy and hatred was kindled with 
redoubled fury in the sisteis’ Incasts, So they again took counsel 
nor suffered mill 01 natuial affection to move theii ciuel hetuts, and 
presently, with gieat care and seciecy, they mapped the new-boin in 
a hit of blanket and putting him into a basket cast him into a canal 
which llowed hard by the Queen’s apaitment. 1 They then placed a 
dead puppy in the place of the prince and shuwed it to the other 
midwives and nuises, availing that the Queen had given bulb to 


l This nitldess attempt at infanticide was m accordance with tin, manners of 
the ago, nor has it yet uis.i|i|K*aretl from Uajpul-l.uid, China, and sundry over- 
populous countues Indeed, it is a question if civilization may not lie compelled lo 
revive the law of Lyciugus, winch forbade a child, male oi tamale, lo he la ought 
up without the appioh.ilion of public ofnccis appointed ad hot One of the cuises 
of the XIXlli century is the incieased skill of tlje mnlwife and the physician, who 
are now able to preserve worthless lives and lo bring up scmi-alioitions whose only 
effect upon the breed is increased degeneiacy. Amongst the Chucks and ancient 
Arabs the Malthusian piactice was c.uricd to excess Poseidippus declaics that in 
Ins day— 

A man, although pool, will not expose las son , 

Hut however ncfi, will not pieserve his daughter. 

Sec the comment,ilois’ descriptions of the Wa'd al-Ikin.U or Imrial of Mnmidat 
{living daughters), the harbaious custom of the pagan Arabs (Kuian, chap*., \vt. 
and fxwi ) one-of the many abominations, like the muideious vow of Jcphtlia, to 
which Al-Islam put a summary stop. (Ibn KhuIliLau, m. 609-616.) Fin such 
outcast cluldicn repoi led to he monsteis, see pp. 402-412 of Mi. Clonston’s 
“Asiatic and Euiopean versions ar four of Cluuicec’s Canterbury Tales,” piloted 
by the Chaucer Society. 
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such alioiLion. When these untoward tidings reached the King’s 
cais he was sore discomforted and waxed wioth with exceeding 

wiath.-And as the morn began to dawn Shalnayad held her 

peace till 


Cljc entj of tljc ^Junlircti nritJ S-Selrcnttcljj JSh&jjt. 

Then said she:- 1 have hc.ud, 0 auspicious King, that the 

King, inflamed with .sudden fierceness, drew his sword and would 
have slain his Queen had not the Giand Wa/ir, who happened to 
be m his piesonee at the lime, lestuained Ins lage and diveitecl him 
from his unjust design and baibaious pinpo.se. Quoth he, “O 
Shadow of Allah upon eaith, this mishap is oidained of the 
Almighty Loid whose will no man hath power to gainsay. The 
Queen is guiltless of offence against thee, for what is born of her is 
born without hci choice, and she indeed hath no hand therein,” 
With this and othei sage counsels he dissuaded his loid fioin 
cauying out his loll pm pose and saved the guilLless Queen from a 
sudden and ciuel death. Meanwhile, the basket wheiein lay the 
newly-boin Prince was cairied by the cunent into a rivulet which 
flowed llnough the myal gardens; and as the Inlcndant of the 
pleasuie grounds and pleasaunces chanced to walk along the bank, 
by the deciee of Destiny he caught sight of the basket floating 
by, and he called a gaidener bidding him lay hold of it and bring 
it to linn that he might see what was therein. The man lan along 
the livulct side; and, with a long slick drawing die basket to land, 
showed it to the Inteudant who opened it, and beheld within a 
new-born babe, a boy of wondrous beauty wiapped in a bit of 
blanket; at which sight he was astounded beyond measuie of 
snip]iso, Now it so chanced that the Inlcndant, who was one of 
the Emirs and who stood high 111 favour with the Sovian, had no 
child)on; withal he never ceased offenng prayers and vows to 
Almighty Allah that he might have a son to keep alive his 
memory and continue Ins name. Delighted at the sight lie took 
home the basket with the babe and giving it to his wife said, “ bee 
how Allah hath sent to us this man-child which I just now found 
floating upon the waters, and do thou apply thee forthright and 
fetch a wet-nuise to give him milk and nourish him, and biing him 
up with caie and tenderness as though he weie thine own.” So 
the Intcndnnt’s wife took charge of the child with great gladness 
and reared him with her whole heart, diligently as though burn of 
her own womb, noi did the Inteudant say aught to any, 01 seek 
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lo find out whose might he the child lest haply some one claim 
and take it from him. He was ceitided in his mind that the boy 
came fiom the Queen’s quaiter of the palace, but deemed it inev 
peclient to make too stuct encpiny concerning the matter ; and 
lie and bis spouse kept the scciet with all sccieey. A year aftei 
this the Queen gave both to a second son, when her sisteis, the 
Satanesscs, full ol spite, did with this babe, c\cn ns they had done 
by the first they mapped it in a clolli and set it m a basket 
which they thiow into the slieam, then ga\ci out that the Queen 
had hi ought foith a kitten Hut once mote, by the meicy of 
Allah Almighty, this boy came to the hands of that same In ten- 
dant of the gnidens who earned him to his wife and placed him 
niulei hu chaige with stuct injunctions Lo take caie of the second 
foundling sedulously as she had done with the fust. The Shah, 
cm aged to hcai the evil tidings, again io.se up to slay the Queen; but 
as he lore, the Grand Wimi prevented him and calmed his wrath with 
voids of wholesome lode, and a second time saved the unhappy 
mother’s life. And aftei anolhei yeai had gone by, the Jinmi was 
lnought to bed and this time hoic a daughter by whom the sisteis 
did as they had done by her brotheis lliey set the innocent inside 
a basket and thiew her into the sueam; and the Inlendanl found 
hei also and took hei to his wife mid bade liei teat the infant 
together with the other two castaway >. Hereupon the Envious 
Sisteis, wild with malice, icpoilcd that the Queen had given biith 
to a musk-willing 1 ; wildcat King Kliustau could no longer stay 
Ins WKitli and indignation So he cued in futmus lage to tile 
GkiikI Wa/ii, ‘MVliat, shall the Shah sufibi this woman, who 
beaieth naught but veimin and aboitions, to sliaie the joys 
of Ins bed? Nay mote, the King can no longoi allow hoi lo live, 
else she will till the palace with monstrous bn tbs; m very south, 
she is herself a monslci, and it behoveth us to lid this place of 
such unclean cicatuie and accursed” So saying the Shah com¬ 
manded them do her to death; but the ministers and high officeis 
of estate who stood befoje the presence fell at the ioya] feet and 
besought paidon and meicy fot the Queen. The Giand VVazir 


i IIi’ul ChUuchlmivUu ( Soi u.\ uo u/tisuais ) which occuis lepcatcdty m vciac; 
? & r when speaking of low men advanced lo high degieo, the people say : — 
Oihutdihnndai-kc sir-pai Cli.nnhdi ka Lcl. 

The Jasinme-oil on the mnsk-tat’s head 
In Giill.iml llie Sultdiiuh >s bionglit Lo lied of ini woman tie t>on ; and Ins 
Indian lianslaim is moie consequent Hahn, as lias keen seen, also lias Lho inoiiac, 
hut If.ilin (mild haul!}' have 1 cached Hindustan. 
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also said with folded hands, “0 Shiihimhah 1 2 —O King of the 
king 1 ,—thy slave would fain lepiesent that ‘Hs not in accordance 
■with the couise of justice or the laws of the land to take the life 
of a woman foi no fault of her own. She cannot interfere with 
Destiny, not can she prevent unnatural births such as have thuce 
bclided hei ; and such mishaps have often-times befallen other 
women, whose cases call foi compassion and not punishment. An 
the King be displeased with hei, then let him cease to live with 
her, and the loss of his giacious favour will be a penalty diie 
enough ; and, if the Shalt cannot suffer the sight of her, then let 
her be confined in some room apart, and let her expiate her offence 
by alms-deeds and charity until ’Izniil, the Angel of Death, 
sepaiate her soul from her flesh.” Heaiing these woids of counsel 
from his aged Cotinselloi, Khusiau Shah lecognised that it had 
been wrong to slay the Queen, foi that she could on no wise do 
away with .aught that was deteimined by Fate and Destiny; and 
piescntly he said to the Grand Wazir, “Hei life is spared at thine 
niteicession, O wise man and ware; yet will the King doom her to 
a weiid which, haply, is hardly less haid to bear than death. And 
now do thou foithiight make leady, by the side of the Calhedral- 
mosque, a wooden cage with non bais and lock the Queen therein 
as one would confine a feioeious wild beast. 3 Then eveiy Mussul¬ 
man who wcndelh Ins way to public piaycis shall spit in hei face 
ere lie set fool within the fane, and if any fail to carry out this 
command he shall be punished in like manner. So place guards 
and inspcctois to enfoice obedience and let me hear if there be 
aught of gamsaying” The Wa/.ii duist not make leply but 
carried out the Shah’s commandments; and this punishment 
inflicted upon the blameless Queen had fai betlei befitted her 

Envious Sisteis.-And as the morn began to dawn Shahraind 

held her peace till 


Gfljc ento of tfjc £§>(y |)imflvcti anti UrticntyTtvcit 3!3ijr!)h 

Then said she i- 1 have hcaid, 0 auspicious King, that the cage 

was made ready with all speed; and, when the forty days aftei 


1 This title of Shahmsbrfb was firs! assumed by Ardndib, Hie gient Persian 
conqueror, after slaying the King of Ispahan, AtcUwiin (Tabari, ii. 73.) 

2 This imprisonment of the good Queen lcimnds home readcis of the “Cage 
of Clapham,” wherein a woman with child was imprisoned in A.D 1700, nnd which 

was noted by Sir Gemge Grove as still in existence about 1S30 
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purification of child-bed 1 2 had come to an end, the Banu was locked 
therein; and, according to the King’s commandment, all who came 
to prayer in the Gieat Mosque would fust spit m hei face. The 
hapless woman, well knowing that she was not worthy of this 
ignominy, boie her sufferings with all patience and fortitude; 
nor were they few who deemed her blameless and undeserving to 
endme these torments and tortuies inflicted upon hci by the Shah; 
and they pitied her and offered piayeis and made vows foi her 
release. Meanwhile, the Inlcndant of the gardens and his wife 
brought up the two Pnnces and the Princess with all love and 
tenderness; and, as the cliildicn grew in ycats, their love for these 
adopted ones incieased in like propoilion. They gave the eldest 
Pi nice the name Bahman, 3 4 and to his Inothci Fruwez 0 ; and, as 
the maiden was raie of beauty and passing of loveliness and 
giaciousncss, they called her Feriwldah. 1 Wlicn the Princes became 
of years to receive msliuclion, the Inlcndant of the gaidens 

appointed tutois and masters to leach them leading and waiting 

and all the arts and sciences; the Princess also, showing like 

eagerness to acquire knowledge, was taught telteis by the same 

instructors, and soon could lead and write with as pci feet fluency 
and facility as could hei biothcts. Then they weie placed undei 
the most learned of the Philosophers and the Olenin, who taught 
them the interpretation of the Koian and the sayings of the 
Apostle; the science of geometry as well as pocliy and history, 
and even the abstinse sciences and the mystic doctrines of the 
Enlightened; and then teachers weie astonished to find how soon 
and how far all three made progress in then studies and bid fail 
to outstrip even the sages however learned. Moreover, they all 
three were reared to horsemanship and skill in the chase, to shooting 
with shafts and lunging with lance and sway of sable and jeiking 
the Jarfd, with other manly and warlike spoils. Besides all tins 


1 Arab Ayy.im al-Nifds=the peuocJ of forly days aftei laboui, during which, 
accoiding to Moslem law, a woman may not cohabit with lici husband. 

2 A clarion etvenetalula nomen in Persia; meaning one of Ihe Spirits lh.il 
preside over beasls of Inn den, also a king in genci.il, the P. N. of an nncicni 
soveieign, etc, 

3 This is the oldei pi online muon of the mod. (Kliusmu) “Ptuvlz"; and I 
owe an apology to Mr C. J. Lyall (Ancient Arabian Poetiy) foi ltiming Ins 
“ lChustau Patvit” an “ugly ImUamsm” (The Academy, No, ioo). As he says 
(ibid vol x 85), " Ihe Indians did nol invent foi Persian wools Ihe sounds 
e and 6 t called majhtll {i.e. ‘not known in Aialuc’) by the Ai.ibs, IhiL lcceived 
diem at a time when these sounds wue umvei sally used in Peisia. The substitution 
by Peisians of l and ft for £ and 6 is cyule modern.” 

4 i.e. Fany-born, Llie Xlapmans (Pary satis) of the Greeks winch some 
mibwiilc napro-ttTis. 
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the Princess Pen/adah was taught to sing and play on various 
instruments of miith and meuiinent, wherein she became the 
peerless pearl of her age and time. The Intendant was exceeding 
glad of heart to find his adopted childien prove themselves such 
proficients in eveiy bianch of knowledge; and piesently, foias- 
much as his lodging was small and unfit for the glowing family, 
he bought at a little distance fiom the city a piece of land 
sufficiently large to contain fields and meadows and copses. Here 
he fell to building a mansion of great magnificence; and busied 
himself day and night with supervising the architects and masons 
and othei artificers. Pie adorned the walls inside and out with 
sculptuial work of the finest and paintings of the choicest, and lie 
fitted every apartment with richest furniture. In the fiont of his 
mansion he bade lay out a garden and stocked it with scented 
flowers and fragianl shiubs and fiuit tiees whose pioducc was as 
that of Paradise. Theie was, moieovei, a Luge path gut on all 
sides by a high wall wheicm he icaied game, both fin and feather, 
ns sport for the two Princes and theii sister. And when the mansion 
was finished and fit foi habitation, the Intendant, who lwd faith¬ 
fully served the Shah for many generations of men, ciavcd leave 
of Iris loid that he might bid adieu to the city and take up his 
abode in his new counlty seal; and the King, who had always 
looked upon him with the eye of favour, giunlcd to him the 
lequired boon light heartily; furlhcimoie, to piove his high 
opinion of Ins old scivant and his services, he enquired of him if 
be had aught to icquesl that it might be granted lo him. Replied 
the othei, “ O my liege lord, thy slave desireth naught save that he 
may spend the lemnant of his days under the shadow of the Shah's 
piolection, with body and soul devoted to his seivice, even as I 
served the sue before the son." The Shah dismissed him with 
words of thanks and comfort, when he left the city and taking with 
him the two Princes and theii si sta, he earned them to his newly- 
built mansion. Some yeais before this time his wife had depaited 
to the mercy of Allah, and lie had passed only five or six months 
m his second home when he, too, suddenly fell sick and was 
admitted into the numbei of those who have found lulh. Withal 
he had neglected eveiy occasion of telling his thiee foundlings 
the strange tale of their biilh and how he had carried them to his 
home as castaways and had icaied them as readings and had 
cheiished them as Ins own children. Put he had lime to charge 
them, eie he died, that they three should nevei cease to live 
together in love and honour and affection and respect one towards 
■othei. The loss of their piotector caused them to gneve with 

u 2 
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bittet giiefj for they ah thought he was their real father; so they 
bewailed them and buried him as befitted; aftci which the two 
brothei s and then sistei dwelt together in peace and plenty, but 
one day of the days the Princes, who weie full of dating and of 
highest mettle, lode faith a-hunting and Piincess Peii/sadah was 

left alone at home when an ancient woman-And as the mom 

began to dawn Slmhin/ad held her peace till 

(tTljc cult of tljc IJhmOiuU auto Jl'dmUy-dcccmtt Iftlaljh 

Then said she.- 1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that pei- 

chance an ancient woman of the Moslems, a lecluse and a devotee, 
came to the door and begged leave to enlei within and iepeat hei 
piayeis, as it was then the canonical lioui and she had but time 
to make the Wimi-ablution. Pcn/adah bade biing hei and 
saluted hei with the salain and kindly welcomed hoi; then, when 
the holy woman had made an end of hei oiisons, the handmaids of 
the Princess, at her command, conducted her all through the house 
and giounds, and displayed to hei the 100ms with theii furnitme and 
fittings, and lastly the garden and oichaid and game-pm k. She 
was vsett pleased with a\\ she saw and said within hei.iclf, “The 
man who built this mansion and laid out these patteucs and 
veigicis was veiily an accomplished aiList and a wight of mai- 
vellous skill.” At last the slaves led hei hack to the Piincess who, 
awaiting her return, was sitting m the belvedere, and quoth she 
to the devotee, “ Come, 0 good my mothei, do thou sit beside me 
and make me happy by the company of a pious recluse whom I 
am foi lunate enough to have entei tamed unawares, and suffer me to 
listen to thy words of giace and theieby gain no small advantage 
in this world and the next. Thou hast chosen the light path and 
.straight whcieon to walk, and thaL which all men stuve foi and 
pine foi.” The holy woman would fain have sealed herself at the 
feet of the Princess, but she courteously aiose and look hei by the 
hand and consttained hei to sit beside hei. Quoth she, “O my 
lady, mine eyes never yet beheld one so well-manneiecl as thou 
ait i indeed, I am unwoithy to sit with thee, natheless, as thou 
biddest, I will e’en do thy bidding.” As they sat convetsing each 
with other, the slave-gnls set befoie them a table whcieon were 
placed some plnttm of hi cad and cakes with sauceis full of fuiits 
both fresh and diied, and vniious kinds of cates and sweetmeats. 
The Piincess look one of the cakes and giving it lo the good 
woman, said, "O my mother, refresh thyself heiewith and eat of the 
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fiiiits such as thou nicest. Tis now long since thou didst leave thy 
home and I tiow thou hast not tasted aught of food upon the 
road.” Replied the holy woman, “O lady of gentle bntb, I am 
not wont to taste of dainty dishes such as these, but I can ill 
refuse thy piovision, since Allah the Almighty deigned send me 
food and support by so liberal and generous a hand as thine.” 
And when they twain had eaten somewhat and cheeied then 
hcaits, tlie Pnncess asked the devotee concerning the manner of 
her worship and of hci austeie life; whereto she made due answer 
and explained accouling to her knowledge. The Princess then 
exclaimed, “Tell me, I pray thee, what thou thinkesl of this 
mansion and the fashion of its building and the furmluic and the 
appurtenances; and say me is all peifect and appiopmte, or is 
aught still lacking in mansion 01 gaiden?” And she replied, 
■‘Since thou deignest ask my opinion, I confess to thee that both the 
building and the pai tones aic finished and furnished to peifection ; 
and die belongings aie in the best of taste and in the highest of 
oidinance. Still to my thinking there be tlnce things hete wanting, 
which if thou hadst, the place would be most complete.” 'l’liu Piincess 
Peibadah adjuicd hei, saying, “0 my aunt, I beseech thee tell me 
what tlnce articles yet ate lacking, that I may lose 1101 pains nor 
toil to obtain them "; and, as the maiden pressed her with much 
entiealy, the devotee was constrained to tell her. Quoth site, “ 0 
gentle lady, the first thing is the Speaking-Bud, called Bulbul-i- 
hnzdi-diistdn 1 ; he is voiy tare and linid to find but, whenever he 
pouieth out his melodious notes, thousands of biids ily to him 
fiom eveiy side and join him in his harmony. The next thing is 
the Smging-Tiee, whose smooth and glossy leaves when shaken by 
the wind and nibbed one against other send foith tuneful tones 
which stiilce the eat like the notes of sweet-voiced minstrels, 
lavishing the heads of all who listen. The third thing is the 
GoldenAVatcr of tran.spaient piuity, whereof should but one drop 
be diipped mLo a basin, and this be placed inside die garden, it 
piescnlly will fill the vessel bnmful and will spout upwaids in 
gerbes playing like a fountain that jets : tnoreovci it never ceasetli 
plying, and all the water as it shooteth up falleth back again 
inside the basin, not one gout theieof being lost.” Replied the 
I’tmcess, “I doubt not but thou knowest for a ceilainty the very 


1 III Arab, usually shortened to “ Ilazar ” (bird of a thousand talcs = the 
Thousand), gencially called "’And.alib": Gal (and has lhitbulhe:e> nncl some of 
his translators debase it to BulbiilK-ezci . See night cu-lxwi, and the IlazAr- 
dustan of Ktuwfnl (Dc Sacy, Clnest. in, 413). These ranlies represent the Rulch’s 
egg in “ Alaeddin." 
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spot where these wondious things are to be found : and I pray 
thee tell me now the place and means whereby I may lake action 

to obtain them.”-And as the morn began to dawn Shahrazad 

held her peace till 

QTfoc firtt of f&c Dim&i’idi nn0 ^chcutu-tljiiti JQijrbb 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the holy 

woman thus answered the Piinccss : “These three larities aie not to 
be round save on the boundary line that both between the land of 
Hind and the confining countries, a score of marches along the 
road that leadeth Eastwards from this mansion. Let him who gocth 
forth in quest of them ask the hr si man he meetelh on the twentieth 
stage concerning the spot where he may find the Speaking-bud, 
the Singing-Tree, and the Golden-'Water, and he will direct the 
seeker where to come upon all thiee.” When she had made an 
end of speaking, the Devotee, with many blessings and prayers 
and vows for her well-being, farewellcd the Lady Pen/adah and 
fared faith homewards. The Pnncess, however, ceased not to 
ponder her words and ever to dwell in memory upon the relation 
of the holy woman, who, never thinking that her hostess had asked 
for information save by way of curiosity, nor really puiposed in 
mind to set forth with intent ot fmdmg the ravines, had heedlessly 
told all she knew and had given a clue to the discovery. Hut 
Pctj/adali kept these matters deeply giavcn on the tablets of liei 
heait with firm resolution to follow the directions and, by all 
means in her power, to gain possession of these three wonders. 
Withal, lire moie she reflected, the harder appeared the enterprise, 
and her feat of failing only added to her uncase. Now whilst she 
sat peiplexed with anxious thought and anon teriified with soie 
affright, her brothers lode back from the hunting-giound; and they 
marvelled much to see her sad of semblance and low-spirited, 
wondering the while what it was that troubled her. Presently, 
quoth Prince Baltmau, “0 sister mine, why art thou so heavy of 
heart this day? Almighty Allah foibid thou be ill in health oi 
that aught have betided thee to cause thy displeasure or lo make 
thee melancholy. Tell us, I beseech Lhee, what it is, that we may 
be shaiers in thy sorrow and be alert to aid thee.” The Pnncess 
answered not a woid, but after long silence uiised her head and 
looked up at her brotheis; then casting down her eyes she said in 
curt phrase that naught was amiss with hei. Quoth Punce 
Bahroan, “ Pull well I wot that there is a somewhat on thy mind 
which thou hesitatest to tell us; and now hear me sweat a strong 
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oath that T will nevei leave thy side till thou shall have told us 
what cause it is that tioubleth thee Haply thou art aweaiy of 
our affection, and thou wouldst undo the fraternal tie which hath 
united us fiom oui infancy.” When she saw her biolhers so 
distressed and distiaught, she was compelled to speak, and stud, 
“Albeit, O my deal lings, to tell you wheiefoie I am sad and 
soirowful may cause you guef, still there is no help but I explain the 
matter to you twain. This mansion, which our dear fathet (who 
hath found lulh) budded for us, is peifecl in every attribute, nor 
ladcclh it any condition of comfoil or completion. Howbeit I 
have found out by chance this day that there aie yet tluee things 
which, were they set within these walls of the house and giounds, 
would make our place beyond compute, and in the wide world 
there would be naught with it to pail. These thiee things are the 
Speaking-Bud and the Singing-Tree and the Golden-Watci, and 
ever since I heaul of them my heart is filled with extreme desiie 
to place them within our domain and excessive longing to obtain 
them by any moans within my powci. It now behoveth you help 
me with your best endeavour and to consider what pcison will aid 
me in getting possession of these 1 antics.” 'Replied Pi nice Bahnian, 
“ My life and that of my brother are at thy service to carry out 
thy purpose with heml and soul; and, couldst thou give me but 
a chic to the place wheie these strange tilings me found, I would 
sally foith in quest of them at daybieak as soon as the morning 
shall morrow.” When Tiince Pat wcz understood that his brother 
was about to make this journey, he spake, saying, “O my biother, 
thou ait eldest of us, so do thou stay at home while I go foith to 
seek for these tluee things and bring them to our sister. And 
indeed it wcie moie fitting for me to undertake a task which may 
occupy me for years.” Replied Prince Bahnian, “ I have full con¬ 
fidence in thy stiength and prowess, and wlmtso I am able to 
pci form thou const do as well as I can Still it is my firm 
lesolve to faie foith upon this adventiue alone and unaided, and 
thou must stay and take care of our sister and our home.” So 
next day Prince Bahnian learned fiom the Piincess the road 
whereon he was to tiavel and the marks and signs whereby to find 
the place. Presently, he donned armour and arms and bidding tiie 
twain adieu, be took horse and iras about to ride forth with the 
stoutest of hearts, whereat Princess Peiizadah’s eyes brimmed with 
tcais and in faltering accents she addressed him saying, “ 0 deai 
my brothei, this bitter separation is heait-breaking; and sore 
soirowful am I to see thee part fiom us. This disunion and thine 
absence in a distant land cause me giief and woe far exceeding 
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that wheiewith 1 mourned and pined for the i antics wheiefor thou 
quittest us. If only we might have some news of thee from day to 
day then would I feel somewhat comforted and consoled ; but now 

tis cleat otherwise and rcgtel is of none avail.”-And as the 

mom began to dawn Shahra/ad held hei peace till 


(&f)c enh of fDc SIjl* ^imhiTh nntt ^clicntu-fotivflj 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, 0 auspicious King, that Piince 

Hallman made an&wci in these woids. “ 0 sistei mine, I am 
fully detci mined in mind to attempt this dening-do: be thou 
not, however, anxious or alarmed, for Inshallab!—God willing— 
I shall leturn successful and tiiumphant. Aftei my dcpaiture 
shouldst thou at any time feel in four for my safety, tht-n by 
this token which I leave thee thou shall know of my fate and 
lot, good oi evil.” Then drawing fiorn his waist-shawl a little 
hunting-knife like a whittle, he gave it to Piincess Pcn/adah, 
saying, “Take now this blade and keep it cvei by thee; and 
shouldst thou at any day or horn be solicitous concerning my 
condition, diaw it fiom its sheath; and if the steel be clean and 
blight as 'tis now, then know that I am alive and safe and sound; 
but an thou find stains of blood thcieon then shall thou know 
that I am slam, and naught icmmneth. fot thee to do save to 
piay for me as for one dead.” With these woids of solace the 
Pnncc dcpaitcd on his journey, and tiavelled sdaight along the 
road to India, turning noi to light hand noi to left but ever 
keeping the same object in view. Thus a scoiu of days was 
spent in journeying fiom the land of Iian, and upon the twentieth 
he leached the end of his travel. I-Tcie he suddenly sighted 
an ancient man of frightful aspect sitting beneath a tree hard 
by his thatched hut, whciein he was uont to shekel himself from 
the rams of spung and the heats of suminci and the autumnal 
miasmas and the windy hosts. So shollen in years was this 
Shaykh that ban and beaid, mustachioes and whiskers ivcie white 
as snow, and the giowth of his upper lip was so long and so 
thick that it coveied and concealed his mouth, while bis beaid 
swept the gioiind and the nails of his hands and feet had grown 
to resemble the claws of a wild beast. Upon his head he woie a 
broad-brimmed bat of woven palm-leaves like that of a Malabdr 
fisherman, and all his remaining habit was a ship of matting 
girded mound his waist. Now this Shaykh was a Datwaysh 
who for many yeais had fled the woild and all woildly pleasures; 
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who lived a holy life of poverty and chastity and other-worldliness 
whereby his semblance had become such as I, 0 auspicious King, 
have described to thee. Fiom early dawn that day lhince Bahman 
had been watchful and vigilant, ever looking on all sides to dcsciy 
some one who could supply him with infoi oration touching the 
whereabouts of the ranlics he sought; and this was the first human 
being he had sighted on that stage, the twentieth and last of his 
journey. So he rode up to him, being assured that the Shaykh 
must be the wight of whom the holy woman had spoken. Then 
Pnnce Balimnn dismounting and making low obeisance to the 
Daiwaysh, said, “Omy father, Allah Almighty piolong thy years 
and giant dice all thy wishes 1 ” Wheieto the Fakir made answer 
but in accents so indistinct that thePiince could not distinguish a 
single word he said ; and presently Bahman understood that his 
moustache had on such wise closed and concealed his mouth 
that his utterance became indistinct and lie only muttered when 
he would have spoken. He thcrefoie haltcicd his hoise to a tree, 
and pulling out a pair of scissors said, “ O holy man, thy lips are 
wholly hidden by this overlong hair, suffei me, I pray thee, 
clip the bustling growth which overspreadeth thy face and which 
is so long and thick that thou art fearsome to behold, nay, more 
like to a bear than to a human being." The Darwaysh with a nod 
consented, and when the Piincc had clipped rt and tinnmed the 
giowth, his face once moie looked young and ficsli as that of a 
man in the prime of youth, Piescntly quoth Bahman to him, 
"Would heaven I had a miiroi wherein to show thee thy face, 
so wouldsl thou sec how youthful thou seemest, and how thy 
favoui hath become fai more like that of folk than whilome it 
was." Those fiatleung words pleased the Darwaysh who smiling 
said, “I thank thee much foi this thy goodly seivice and kindly 
offices ; and, if in return I can do aught of favom for thee, I play 
thee let me know, and I will attempt to satisfy thee in all things 
with my very heait and soul." Then said the Prince, “0 holy 
man, I have come hilhei from fai distant lands along a toilsome 
road in quest of thiee things; to wit, a ceilam Speaking-Bird, 
a Smging-Tiee, and a Golden-Water; and this know I foi certain 

that they aie all to be found liaid by this site."-And as the mom 

began to dawn Shalnazad held hei peace till 

Cfje enfc of lljc g>iy Ijhmtucii niiti ^rijcnfmfiffl) Jthgjjt, 


Then said she:- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the 

Pnnce, turning to the Darwaysh, continued, “O Devotee, albeit 
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well I wot that the three things I seek ate in this land and near- 
hancl, yet I know not the exact spot wherein to find them. An 
thou have hue infoimaLion concerning the place and will inform 
me theieof, I on my pail will nevei foigeL thy kindness, and I 
shall have the satisfaction of feeling that this long and toilsome 
way fare hath not been wholly vain ” Hem ing these words of 
the Prince, the Danvaysh changed countenance and Ins face waxed 
tionbled and Ids colom wan; then lie bent his glance downwards 
and sat in deepest silence. Wheteal the othci saicl, “ O holy 
father, dost thou not undeisland the words whciewith I have 
bespoken thee? An thou ait ignoinuL of Ihc mailer, piithee let 
me know stiaightway that I may again faie omvmds until such 
time as I find a man who can info mi me theieof," Aftei a long 
pause the Danvaysh made teply, “O stvangei, J tis tiuc I ken 
full well the site whcicof thou art m search: but I hold thee 
dear in that thou hast been of scivice to me; and I am loath 
foi thine own sake to tell thee wheic to find that stead/’ And 
the Prince rejoined, “Say me, O Fakir, why dost thou withhold 
this knowledge fiom me, and wherefoie ait thou not lief to let 
me learn it?” Replied the othei, “’Tis a haid load to tiavel 
and lull of peiils and dangets. besides thyself many have come 
hither and have asked the path of me, ami I refused to tell 
them, but they heeded not my warning and pressed me sotc and 
compelled me to disclose the secict which I would have bimed 
in my Incast. Know, O my son, that all those biaves have 
perished m then piide and not one of them hath returned to 
me safe and sound. Now, an thy life be clem to thee, follow my 
counsel and fate no further, but lather turn thee back without 
stay or delay and make foi house and home and family.” Hcicto 
Prince Bah man, stem m resolution, made reply, “Thou hast 
after kindly guise and fncndly fashion advised me with the best 
of advice; and I, having licaid all thou hast to say, do thank 
thee gratefully But I reck not one jot or tittle of what dangers 
affront me, nor shall thy till eats, however fatal, deter me from 
my purpose : moreover, if thieves 01 focmcn haply fall upon me, 
1 am aimed at point and can and will piotect myself, foi I am 
cei tified that none can outvie me in strength and stowre." To 
this the Fakir made reply, “The beings who will cut thy path 
and bar thy progress to that place arc unseen of man, nor will 
fhey appear to thee on any wise • how, then, cansl thou defend 
thyself against them?" And he replied, “So bc.it, still I feai 
not and I pray thee only show me the toad thithei.” When 
the Danvaysh was assured that the Prince had fully determined 
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in mind to attempt the exploit ancl would by no means turn or 
be turned back from canying out his pm pose, he thmst his hand 
into a bag which lay hard by and took theiefrom a ball, and said, 
“Alas, 0 my son, thou wilt not accept my counsel and I needs 
must let thee follow thy wilful way. Take this ball and, mounting 
thy horse, thiow it in fiont of thee, and as long as it shall roll 
onwards do thou lidc after it, but when it shall stop at the 
bill-foot, dismount fiom thy horse and throw the reins upon his 
neck and leave him alone, for he will stay them without moving 
until such tune as thou return. Then manfully breast the ascent, 
and on eithci side of the path, right and left, thou shall see a 
scatter of huge black bouldeis Here the sound of many voices 
m confused clamour and flightful will suddenly strike thine 
ears, to ifiise thy math and to fill thee with feai and hinder thy 
highei course uphill. Have a heed that thou be not dismayed, 
also beware, and again I say beware, lest thou turn thy head 
at any time ancl cast a look backwaids. An thy courage fail 
thee, 01 thou allow thyself one glance behind thee, thou shall be 
tiansfoimcd that very moment into a black rock; foi know thou, 
O Piince, that all those stones which thou shall see shewn upon 
thy way weie men whilomc and braves like thyself, who went forth 
mtl\ \vWcY\t to gain the three things thou seckest, but frightened 
at those sounds losl human shape and became black boulders. 
Howcvci, shouldsl thou reach the bill-top safe and sound, thou 
slialt find on the veiy summit a cage, and perched theicin the 

Speaking IJird icady to answci all thy queries. So ask of him 

wheie thou mayest find the Singing Tice and the Golden Watei, 
and lie will tell thee all thou lequirest When thou shall safely 
have seized all llnee thou wilt be fiee from fmlhei danger, 
yet, inasmuch as Ihou hast not yet set out upon this journey 

give eai to my counsel I beg of thee desist fiom this thy propose 

and lctum home 111 peace whilst thou hast yet the powci ”- 

And as the morn began to dawn Shahiazad held her peace till 


dlJjc cut of tl)c g>fj: I)imtncb nub Sctoentjfcoptt 

Then said .she:- 1 have lieaid, O auspicious King, that the 

Prince made answer to the Daiwaysh, “Until, O thou holy man, 
such time as I win to my puipose I will not go back; no, never, 
therefore adieu." So he mounted liis hoise and thiew the ball in 
fiont of him ; and it lolled fonvatd at racing-speed and he, with 
gaze intent Ihcicupon, lode after it and did not suffer it to gain 
upon him. When it had reached the hill wheieof the Darwaysh 
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spake it ceased to make fuithei way, whcicupon the Piince 
dismounted, and, throwing the leins on his horse’s neck, left him, 
and fared on afoot to the slope As far as he could see, the line of 
his path to the hill-foot to the head was .sliown with a scatter of 
huge black boulders; withal his henit felt naught of fear. He had 
not taken more than some foui or five paces befoie a hideous din 
and a tenible hubbub of many voices aio.se, even as the Danvnysh 
had forewarned him. Prince Hahman, howevu, walked on valiantly 
with front erect and fearless head, but he saw no living thing and 
heard only the voices sounding all aiound him. Sonic said, “Who 
is yon fool man, and whence hath he come? Stop him! Lei him 
not pass 1 " Others shouted out, “Fall on him 1 Seize this /any 
and slay him!" Then the repoit waxed louder and loudei still, 
hlcest to the loar of thunder, and many voices yelled out, “Thief! 
Assassin ! Muitheiei !” Anotlici nmttcied in taunting undoitones, 
“ Let him be, fine fellow that he is! Suffer him to pass on, foi he 
and he only shall get the cage and the Spcaking-lhid.” The Piince 
feared naught but advanced hot-foot with his wonted netve and 
spirit; presently, however, when the Voices kept approaching nearer 
and neaier to him and increased in number on every side, lie was 
soie perplexed. His legs began to tiemble, he slaggcied, and in 
fine oveicome by feat he clean forgot the warning of the I)ai waysh 
and looked back, whereat he was incontinently tinned to stone 
like the scores of knights and ndventuieis who had foicgone him. 
Meantime the Princess Peuzadah ever carried the hunting-knife, 
which Bahnmn her brother had given her, sheathed as it was, in her 
maiden rone. She had kept it there evei since he set out upon 
his perilous expedition, and whenevei .she fell disposed she would 
bare the blade and judge by its sheen how hired her biothei. How 
until that day when he was tiansmewed to stone she found it, as 
often as .she looked at it, clean and bnght, but on Ihe veiy evening 
when that evil fate bedded him pci chance Piince Paiwez said to 
Perizadah, “ O sister mine, give me I piay thee the hunting-knife 
that I may see how gooth it with our brothei." She took it fiom 
hei waist-belt and handed it to him, and as soon as he unsheathed 
the knife, lo and behold 1 he saw gouls of goie begin to chop from 
it Noting this lie dashed the hunting-knife clown and bmst out 
into loud lamentations, whilst the Pimcess who divined what had 
happened shed a flood of bittei tears and cued with sighs and 
sobs, “ Alas, O my brother, thou hast given thy life for me. Ah, 
woe is me and well away 1 why chd I tell thee of the Speaking- 
bud and the Singing-Tice and the Golden-Water ? Wheiefoie 
did I ask that holy woman how she liked oui home, and hear of 
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those thiee things in answer to my question ? Would to Heaven 
she had never ciossed our thiesholcl and darkened our doors! 
Ungrateful hypocnte 1 Dost thou requite me on such wise for the 
favour and the honour I was fain to show thee ? And what made 
me ask of thee the means whereby to win these things? If now I 
obtain possession of them what will they advantage me, seeing that 
my brothei Bah man is no more? What should I ever do with 
them?” Thus did PeiUadah indulge her grief bewailing liei sad 
fate, while Paiwei in like manner moaned foi his brothei Babaian 
with exceeding bittei mourning At last the Prince, who, despite 
his sorrow, was assured that his sister still ardently desired to 
possess the thiee marvels, turned to Peri/adah, and said, “It 
behoveth me, O my sister, to set out forthright and to discover 
whether Bahruan, our brother, met bis death by doom of Destiny 
or whethei some enemy have slam him, and if he hath been killed 
then must I take full vengeance on his murtheier” Pen/adah 
besought him with much weeping and wailing not to leave her, 
and said, f, 0 joy of my heart, Allah upon thee, follow not in the 
footsteps of oiu deal departed brother noi quit me in order to 
attempt a journey so ufe in risks I care naught for those things 
m my fear lest I lose thee also while attempting such enterprise." 
But Prince IAxcwez «ouici on no wise listen to her (ament, and nest 
clay took leave of her; but eie he faied she said to him, “ The 
hunting-knife which Bahruan left with me was the means of in¬ 
forming us concerning the mishap which happened to hinrj but, 
say me, how shall I know what happeneth to thee?” Then he 
produced a stung of pearls which numbered one hundied, and said, 
“As long as thou shall see these pearls all patted one from other 
and each lmining loose upon the stiing, then do thou know that I 
am alive ; but an thou shouldst find them fixed and adhering 
together, then be thou ware that I am dead." The Princess taking 
the string of pern Is hung it around her neck, determined to obseive 
it hour after horn and find out how it fared with her second 
brothei. Aftei this Prince Parwc/ set out upon his travels and at 
the twentieth stage came to the same spot where Bahruan had 
found the Danvyash and saw him there in like condition. Then, 
aftei saluting him with the salam, the Prince asked, “Canst thou 
tell me where to find the Speaking-Bird and the Singing-Tree and 
the Golden-Water ; and by what manner of means I may get 
possession of them? An thou can, I pray thee, inform me of this 

maltei.”-And as the morn began to dawn Sfuhra/ad held her 

peace till 
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Then said she:-1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the 

Daiwaysh stove to stay Piince Panve/ fiom his design and shewed 
him all the dangers on the way. Quoth he, u Not many clays ago 
one like unto thee in yeais and in fcatme.s came hither and 
enquiicd of me concerning the niattei thou now seekest. I warned 
him of the perils of the place and would have weaned him fiom 
his wilful ways, hut he paid no wise heed to my warnings and 
lefused to accept my counsel. He went off with full instiuctioiis 
fiom me how to find those things he sought, hut as yet lie hath 
not letmncd, and doubtless he also hath peushed like the many 
who picceded him upon that perilous enterprise.” Then said 
Prince Panvey, “O holy fathci, I know the man of whom thou 
spcnkesl, for that he was my biothei ; and T learned that he was 
dead, but have no inkling of the cause whereby he died.” Replied 
the Daiwaysh, “O my lord, I can infoim thee on this matter; he 
hath been tiansmewed into a black stone, like the otheis of whom 
1 just now spake to thee. If thou wilt not accept my advice and 
act according to my counsel, thou also study shalt polish by the 
same means as did thy btolhei, and I solemnly foiewain thee to 
desist fiom this endeavour.” Prince Pat we/, having pondeiod 
these words, presently made reply, “0 Daiwaysh, I thank thee 
again and again and am much beholden to thee in that thou art 
fain of my welfare and thou hast given me the kindest of counsel 
and the fiiendliest of advice; not am I woilhy of such favoms 
bestowed upon a stranger. But now icmaineth naught for me to 
beseech save that thou wilt point out the path, foi I am fully 
purposed to fare fotwauls and on no wise to desist fiom my 
endeavour. I pray thee favoui me with full instinotions foi the 
ioad, even as thou favouredst my brolhet.” Then said the Dar- 
waysh, “An thou wilt not lend ear to my warnings and do as I 
desne thee, it niatteielh to me neither mickle nor Jillle Choose 
for thyself and I by doom of Destiny must pcifoice foi wind thy 
attempt and albeit, by mason of my great age and infiunities, I 
may not conduct thee to the place, I will not giudgc thee a guide.” 
Then Piince Paiwe/ mounted his hon>c, and the Daiwaysh taking 
one of many balls fiom out his sciip placed it in the youth's hands, 
directing him the while what to do, as he had counselled his 
biothei Bahtnan; and, oftei giving him much advice and many 
warnings he ended with saying, “ O my Joid, have a heed not to be 



The Tivo Sisters who envied their Cadette. 319 

perplexed and teuified by Lhe thicatening Voices/ and sounds from 
unseen beings, which shall stiilcc thine ear, but advance dauntless 
to the bill-top wheie thou shalt find the cage with the Speaking- 
Bird and the Singing-Tree and the Golden-Water.'* The Fakir 
then bade him adieu with words of good omen and the Prince set 
forth. Pie thiew the ball on the giound befoie him and, as it 1 oiled 
up the path, he uiged his hoise to keep pace with it. But when he 
leached the hill-foot and saw that the ball had stopped and lay still, 
he dismounted forthright and paused awhile eie he should begin to 
climb and conned well in his mind the directions, one and all, given 
to him by the Daiwaysh Then, with firm coinage and fast lesolve, 
lie set out afoot to leach the hill-top But Inudly had he begun 
to climb befoie he heard a voice beside him threatening him m 
churlish tongue and crying, “O youth of ill-omen, stand still that I 
may trounce thee for this thine insolence *’ Healing these insulting 
woids of the Invisible Speaker, Piince Panvcz felL his blood boil 
over; he could not 1 drain his iage, and in his passion he clean forgot 
the svoids of wisdom wheiewith the Fakir had warned him Pie 
seized his sword and drawing it fi0111 the scabbard, turned about to 
slay the man who duist insult him on such wise; but lie saw no 
one and, in the act of looking back, both he and his horse became 
black stones. ^Meanwhile the Piincess ceased not at all hours of 
the day and watches of the night to consult the string of peails 
which Panve/. had left hei • she counted them overnight when she 
letned to lest, she slept with them around her neck during the 
hours of darkness, and when she awoke at the dawn of day she 
fust of all consulted them and noted their condition Now at the 
veiy horn- when her second brother was turned to stone she found 
the pearls sticking one to othei so close togethei that she might 
not move a single bead apart fioni its fellows and she knew theieby 

that Punce Panvez also was lost to her for ever.-And as the mom 

began to dawn Shahm/ad held her peace till 

®!)t cnl)' of tljc Sty linuilirrtJ anti Srlicnti) 

Then said she:- 1 have heaid, O auspicious King, that the 

Piincess Penzadah was sore giicved at so sudden a blow and said 
to hciself, “Ah! woe is me and well away I Plow bittei will be 
living without the love of such brothers whose youth-tide was 
saculiced for me 1 *Tis but light that I shaie then fate whatc’ei 


1 I limy noLe that the “ llalif/’ or invisible Speaker, which must be sub- 
jectisc more often than objecti\e, is. a common-place of Moslem (haiimatiirgy. 
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be nry lot; else what shall I have to say on the Day of Doom 
and the Resuirection of the Dead and the Judgment of Man- 
land?” Wheiefoie, next morning, without further let oi stay, 
she donned disguise of man’s attne ; and, warning her women 
and slaves that she would be absent on an euand foi a tcun of 
days during which they would be in charge of the house and 
goods, she mounted hei hackney and set out alone and unat¬ 
tended. Now, inasmuch as she was skilled in hoisemanship 
and had been wont to accompany hei biothcis when hunting and 
hawking, she was bettei fitted than othei women to bear the toils 
and tiavails of tiavel. So on the twentieth day she amved safe 
and sound at the hermitage-hut wheie, seeing the same Shnykh, 
she took seat beside him and after salavmng to him and greeting 
him she asked him, “O holy fathei, suffer me to lest and leliosh 
myself awhile in this site of good omen , then deign point out to 
me, I ptay thee, the ditection of the place, at no fai distance 
heteftoiu, wherein aie found a certain Spcakmg-Bircl and a Singing- 
Tree and a Golden-Watei An thou wilt tell me I shall deem 
this the greatest of favom.” Replied the Daiwaysh, “Thy vome 
levealeth to me that thou ait a woman and no man, albeit atthed 
in male’s appaiel. Well I wot the stead whereof thou speakest 
and wlucli contaureth the maivcllous things thou hast named. 
But say me, what is thy purpose in asking me?” The Princess 
made reply, “ I have been told many a tale anent these larc 
and wondrous things, and I would fain get possession of them and 
beai them to my home and make them its choicest adornments” 
And said the Fakir, “O my daughLei, in very truth these matters 
aie exceeding into and admirable: light fit aie they for fan ones 
like thyself to win and take back with thee, but thou hast little 
inkling of the clxngeis manifold and due that encompass them, 
licltci fai were it foi thee to cast away this vain thought and go 
back by the toad thou earnest.” Replied the Princess, “ O holy 
father and far-famed anclionle, I come from a distant land where¬ 
to I will nevermoie return except aflei winning my wish : no, 
never ! I ptay thee tell me the natuic of those dangeis and what 
they be, that healing theieof my heait may judge if I have or have 
not the strength and the spirit to meet them.” Then the Sliaykh 
desenbed to the Pnncess all the risks of the load as eist he had 
informed Pnnces Bahman and Par we/ ; and he ended with saying, 
“The dangeis will display themselves as soon as thou shalt begin 
to climb the hill-foot and shall not end till such time as thou wilt 
have leached the hill-head, where is the home of the Speaking- 
Bud, Then, if thou be fortunate enough to seize him, he will 
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direct thee where to find the Singing-Tiee and the Golden-Watei 
All the time thou climbest the hill, Voices fiom throats unseen 
and accents fieice and Fell shall lesound in thine cais. Furthermore, 
thou shalt see black rocks and boulders strewn upon thy path, 
and these, thou must know, me the transfoimed bodies of men, 
who with exceeding courage attempted the same enterprise, but 
filled with sudden feat and tempted to turn and to look backwards 
were changed into stones. Now do thou steadily bear m mind 
what was theii case At the fust they listened to those fearful 
sounds and cm sings with firm souls; but anon their hearts and 
minds misgave them, or, haply, they fumed with fuiy to hear 
the villain words adtltcssed to them and they tinned about and 
gazed behind them, wheieat both men and horses became black 
boulders.” But when the Darwaysh had told hei every whit, the 
Princess made reply, “ Fioin what thou sayest it soemeth clear 
to me that these Voices can do nothing but threaten and frighten 
by their terrible din; fuitheunore, that theie is naught to pi event 
a man climbing up the hill, nor is them any fear of anyone 
attacking him , all he hath to do is on no account to look behind 
him.” And after a short pause she presently added, “O Faint, 
albeit a woman, yet I have both nerve and thews to cairy me 
tluough this adventure. I shall not heed the Voices nor be 
enraged thereat, neither will they have any power to dismay me: 
morcovei, I have devised a device whereby my success on this 
point is assuied.” “And what wilt thou do?” asked he, and 
she aoswcied, “I will stop nunc ears with cotton so may not 
my mind be disturbed and reason perturbed by heating those 
awesome sounds" The Fakir marvelled with great maivel, and 
presently exclaimed, “O my lady, melhinks thou ait destined to 
get possession of the things thou seckcst. This plan hath not 
oeeuircd to any hithcito, 1 and hence it is haply that one and all 
have failed miserably and have perished m the attempt. Take 
good heed to thyself, howevei, nor run any risk other than the 
enterpiise icquircth.” She tcplied, “I have no cause for fear 
since this one and only danger is bcfoie me to prevent happy 
issue. My heail doth beat me witness that I shall surely gam 
the guerdon wherefor I have undeitaken such toil and trouble. 
But now do Ihou tell me what J must do, and whither to win 
my wish I must wend.” The Darwaysh once more besought hei 
to leturn home, but Peii/adah refused to listen, and remained as 
firm and lcsolule as before, so when he saw that she was fully 


1 It may have been bon owed from Ulysies and the Sirens 
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bent upon cairying out her purpose, he exclaimed, “Depart, O my 
daughter, in the Peace of Almighty Allah and His blessing; and 
may I-Ie defend thy youth and beauty from all dangei ” Then 
taking fiom his bag a ball he gave it hei and said, “When thou 
ait seated in saddle thiow this before thee and follow it wlntheiso 
it lead thee, and when it shall stop at the hill-foot then dismount 
and climb the slope. What wilt happen after, I have already told 

thee.”-And as the moin began to dawn Shalna/ad held her 

peace till 


C&t enh of tljc foimtoui nut ftriicnfjMtfntft JRfaljf, 

Then said she:- 1 have hemd, O auspicious King, that the 

Piincess aftci farewelling the Valor straightway bestiode hei steed 
and threw the ball in front of his hoove* as she had been bidden 
do. It rolled along before her m the dnectron of the hill and she 
\ngcd her hackney to keep up with it, until, reaching the hill, it 
suddenly stopped. Ha eat the Princess dismounted forthwith and 
haung carefully plugged both her cats with cotton, began to breast 
the slope with fearless heart and dauntless soul; and as soon as 
she had advanced a few steps a hubbub of voices broke out all 
aiound her, but she heard not a sound, by reason of her healing 
being blunted by the cotton wool. Then hideous ciics aiosc with 
hoi ml dm, still she heard them not; and at last they grew to a 
storm of shouts and shucks and groans and moans flavoured with 
foul language such as shameless women use when railing one at 
other. She caught now and then an echo of the sounds but recked 
naught tlreieof and only laughed and said to herself, “What caic I 
foi their scoffs and jeers and fulsome taunts? Let them hoot on 
and bark and bay as they may: this at least shall not turn me 
from my purpose." As she approached the goal the path became 
perilous in the extreme and the an was so filled with an infernal 
din and such awful sounds that even Rustam would have quailed 
thereat and the bold spirit of Asfandiyat 1 have quaked with tenor. 
The Piincess-, however, piesscd on with uttermost speed and daunt¬ 
less lieai t till she neared the hill-top and espied above hei the cage 
in which the Speaking-Bud was singing with melodious tones, 
but, seeing the Princess draw nigh, he bioke orn despite his puny 
foim in thundering tones and cued, “Return, O fool: hie thee 
back noi dare come nearer." Piincess Peu/adah heeded not Ins 


i Two licrocs of the Sh.iWii»icl>, ami bolh ihc types of reckless daiin" The 
mi in nm achy ui duel between these braves lasted through two days. 
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clamour a whit, but bravely reached the hill-top, and 1 unnmg over 
the level piece of giound made foi the cage and seized it saying, 
“At last I have thee and thou shall not escape me.” She then 
pulled out the cotton-wool wheiewitli she had stopped her ears, 
and heard the Speaking-Bird leply in gentle accents, “O lady 
valiant and noble, be of good chcei, for no Ini in or evil shall 
betide thee, ns hath happened to those who essayed to make 111c 
their prize Albeit I am encaged I have much secret knowledge 
of what happcnclh in the world of men and I am content to 
become thy slave, and for thee to be my liege lady. Moreover, I 
am more familiar with all Lhat conceineth lliee even than thou ait 
thyself, and one day of the days I will do thee a service which shall 
deserve tliy gratitude What now is thy command ? Speak that 
1 may fulfil thy wish.” Princess Peri/adali was gladdened by 
these woids, but in the midst of her joy she grieved at the thought 
of how she had lost hei biothers whom she loved with a love so 
dear, and anon she said to the Speaking-Bud, “ Full many a thing 
I want, but fust tell me if the Golden-Water, of which I have 
heaid so much, be nigh unto this place, and if so, do thou show me 
whete to find it.” The bird diiected hex accordingly, and the 
Piincess took a silver flagon she had bio light with her and filled it 
bmnful horn the magical fount Then quoth she to the Bird, 
“The thud and last puze I have come to seek is the Singing- 
Tiee. discover to me wlieie that also can be found.” The Bad 
leplied, “0 Princess of fair ones, beyond thy back in yonder clump 
that heth close at hand gioweili the Tiee ” ; so she went foithiight 
to the copse and found the Tiee she sought singing with sweetest 
toned voice. But inasmuch as it was huge in giith she returned 
to her slave the Bud and said, “The Tiee indeed I found, but ’tis 
lofty and bulky ; how then shall I pull it up?” and he made 
answer, “ Pluck but a branch let of the Tree and plant it in thy 
garden, ’twill at once take root and in shoitcst tune be as gross 
and fair a growth as that in yonder copse.” So the Piincess broke 
off a twig, and now that she had secured the three things, whereof 
the holy woman spake to her, she was exceeding joyful, and turning 
to the Bird, said, “I have in veiy deed won my wish, but one thing 
is yet wanting to my full satisfaction My bi others who vcntuied 
forth with this same purpose are lying hereabouts turned mlo black 
stones; and I fain would have them bi ought to life again and the 
twain icturn with me in all satisfaction and assurance of success 
Tell me now some plan whereby mine every desiie may be fulfilled.” 
-And as the morn began to dawn Shahtazad held her peace till 
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Then said she:- 1 have heaid, O auspicious King, that the 

Speakmg-Biid leplied, “0 Princess, tioubJe not thyself, the thing 
is easy. Sprinkle some of the Goldcn-Watei from the flagon upon 
the black stones lying lound about, and by virtue theicof each and 
every shall come to life again, thy two biothcus as well as the otheis ” 
So Princess Pcii/adah's heait was set at lest and taking the lluee 
prices with her she faied foith and scatteied a few diops fiom the 
siUoi flagon upon each black stone as she passed it when, lo and 
behold ! they came to life as men and houses, Amongst them weie 
hci biotheis whom she at once knew, and falling on their necks she 
embiaced them, and asked in tones of suipiise, “O my biotheis, 
what do ye heie?” To this they answeied, “We lay fast asleep.” 
Quoth she, “Strange indeed that yc take delight in slumber away 
horn me and ye foiget the pm pose whcvefoi ye left me; to wit, 
the winning of the Speaking-Bird and the Singing-Tree ancl the 
Goklen-Watei Did ye not see this place all bestiown with dark 
hued rocks? Look now and say if theie be aught left of them. 
These men and hoiscs now standing mound us were all black 
stones as ye yomselves also wcie; but, by the boon of Almighty 
Allah, all have come to life again and await the signal to depart, 
And if now ye wish to leain by what stiangc miiacle both ye and 
they have iccovercd human shape, know ye that it hath been 
wrought by virtue of a water contained m this flagon, which I 
spiinkled on the locks with leave of the Lord of all Living. 
When I had gained possession of this cage and its Speaking-Bud, 
and also of the Singmg-Tiee, a wand wheicof ye see in my hand, and 
lastly of the Golden-Watei, I would not take them home with 
me unless ye twain could also beat me company; so I asked of 
this Bud the means whcieby yc could he bio tight to life again. 
He made me chop some chops of the Golden-Water on the 
bouklets and when I had done this ye two like all the otheis 
letumed to life and to youi piopei Forms.” Heating these hei 
woids the Princes Bah man and Parwez thanked and piaised theit 
sistei Pen/adah; and all the otheis she had saved showeied thanks 
and blessings on hci head, saying with one accoid, “O out lady, we 
aie now thy slaves; nor can a life-long service icpay the debt of 
gi alltude we owe thee for this favotu thou hast shown us. Com¬ 
mand and we aie leady to obey thee with oui heaits and our 
souls.” Quoth Pen/adah, “The biingmg back to liTe of these my 
biotheis was my aim and purpose, and in so doing yc too have 
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profited thcicby; and I accept your acknowledgments as another 
pleasure. But now do ye mount each and every man his horse 
and nde back by the way ye came to your homes in Allah’s 
peace ” On this wise the Princess dismissed them and made her¬ 
self also ready to depart; but, as she was about to bestnde her 
steed, Piince Bahmnn asked permission of her that he might 
hold in hand the cage and lide m fiont of hei She answered, 
“Not so, 0 biothei mine; this Bird is now my slave and I will 
carry him myself. An thou will, take thou this twig with thee, 
hut hold the cage only till I am seated in the saddle.” She then 
mounted her hackney, and, placing the cage befoie her on the 
pommel, bade hei bi other Panvez take chaige of the Golden- 
Water in the silvei flagon and cany it with all caie, and the Piince 
did her bidding without gainsaying. And when they all were 
ready to ride forth, including the knights and the squnes whom 
Perizadah had brought to life by sprinkling the Water, the Piincess 
turned to them and said, “Why delay we our departure, and how 
is it that none offeielh to lead us?” But as all hesitated she gave 
command, “Now let him amongst yom number whose noblesse 
and high dcgiee entitle him to such distinction fare befoie us and 
show us the way.” Then all with one accord replied, “0 Puncess 
of fair ones, theie be none amongst us woithy of such honour, nor 
may any wight daie to ride befoie thee.” So when she saw that 
none amongst them claimed pre-eminence 01 right of guidance, 
and none de.siied to take pieccdcnce of the rest, she made excuse 
and said, “ 0 my lords, *tis not foi me by light to lead the way, 
but since ye order I must needs obey” Accoidingly she pushed 
on to the fiont, and aftei came hei biotliers and behind them the 
lest. And as they journeyed on, all desired to see the holy man, 
and thank him foi his favoms and friendly lede, but when they 
reached the spot where he dwelt they found him dead, and they 
knew not if old age had taken him away, 01 if lie perished in his 
pride because the Princess Peri/adah had found and had cariied off 
the llnee things whereof he had been appointed by Destiny guard 

and guide.-And as the mom began to dawn Shahra/ad held 

her peace till 
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Then said she- 1 have lieaid, O auspicious King, that all the 

company rode on, and as each one airivod at the road which led him 
to his natal land he took leave of the Lady Pei i/adah and went his 
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way, unlil all wcic gone and the Piincuss and her bi others were 
the only left. At last they reached then journey’s end safe and 
sound, and on entenng their mansion Pcruaclah hung the cage 
inside the gat den hatd by t)>e belvedeie, and no sooner did the 
Speaking-Bird begin to sing than flights of lingdoves and bulbuls 
and nightingales and skylarks and punots and other songsleia came 
flocking aiound him fiom a-fai and a-neai Likewise she set the twig, 
which she had taken fiom the Smging-Tiee, m a choice part cue, 
also hatd by the belvedeie, and foithwiLh it took loot and put foith 
boughs and buds and giew goodly in growth, till it became a tiunk 
as laige as that from which she had plucked the twig, whilst fiom 
its lenlngc went foiLh bewitching sounds rivalling the music of 
the parent tiee She lastly bid them catve hei a basin of puio 
Mhitc m.uble and set it in the centue of the pleasure giounds, 
then she ponied Lheiein the Ciolden-Watei and foithiight it filled 
the bowl and shot upwnids like a spouting fountain some twenty 
feet 111 height; moreover, the goibes and jets fell back whence they 
came and not one diop was lost: wheioby the woiking of the 
watcis was unbioken and cvci similai Now but few days passed 
etc the lepott of these three wonders was bunted abioad, and 
flocked die folk daily fiom the city to solace themselves with the 
sight, and the gates stood always open wide and all who came had 
entrance to the house and guldens and fee leave to walk about at 
will and see these raiitics which affected them with admit alien and 
delight, Then also, as soon as both the Piinces had lecoveted 
fiom the toils of navel, they began to go a-huiiLing as heictofoie; 
and it chanced one day they mdc foith several miles fiom home 
and were both busied in the chase, when the Shnli of Iidn-land 
came by decree of Destiny to the same place for the same puipose. 
The Trinces, seeing a hand of knights and huntsmen drawing neat, 
weie fain to licle home and to avoid such meeting ; so they left the 
Ininling-giounds and tinned them homewards Bui as Late and 
lot would have it they hit upon the \e»y road whereby King 
Kluisiau Shall was coming, and so linnow was the path that they 
could not avoid the hoi semen by wheeling tound and wending 
another way. So they drew icin perforce, and dismounting, they 
salamed and did obeisance to the Shah and stood between his 
hands with heads bent low. The Sovian, seeing the hotses’ fine 
dapping.-, and the Princes' costly gaimeats, thought that the two 
youths wcic in the suite of his Wa/.ns and his Mimsleis of state 
and much wished to look upon their faces, he thcicfoic bade them 
laisc then heads and stand upright in the picscncc and Lhcy obeyed 
his bidding with modest mien and downcast eyes. He was 
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charmed to behold Iheir comeliness of favour and their graceful 
forms and then noble air and their couitly mien, and, aftci gazing 
at them for some time in not a little wonder and admiration, he 
asked them who they weie and what might be theii names and 
where they abode. ITeieto Prince Bahman made reply, “ 0 Asylum 
of the Universe, we aie the sons of one whose life was spent 
m seivmg the Shah, the Intendant of the loyal gaidens and 
pleasaunccs. As his days diew to a close he buildcd him a home 
without the town for us to dwelt in till we should grow to man’s 
estate and become fit to do thy Highness suit and seivice and 
cany out thy loyal commands." The Shah fuithermore asked 
them, “How is it that ye go a-hunting? This is a special spoiL 
of Kings and is 110L meant for the gcneial of Ins subjects and 
dependants ” Piince Bahman icjoined, “0 Refuge of the 'World, 
we yet are young in ycais and being biought up at home we 
know little of couitly customs; but, as we look to beai arms in 
the armies of the Shah, we fain would tiain our bodies Lo toil and 
moil.” This answer was honouicd by the loyal approof, and the 
King lejoined, “The Shah would see how yc deal with noble 
game, so choose ye whatever quauy ye vull and biing it down in 
the piesence.” The Princes heroat remounted theii hoises and 
joined the Sovran ; and when they leached the Ihickvnost of the 
forest, Pi nice Bahman stalled a tiger and Pi nice Parwez rode after 
a bear; and the twain used theii speais with such skill and good 
will that each killed his qua try and laid it at the Shah’s feet. 
Then ctiLcung the wood again Piince Bahman slew a bear and 
Prince Parwez a tiger 1 and did as before; but when they would 
have lidden off the thiid time the King foibade them, saying, 
“What! would ye strip the royal preseive of all the game? This 
be enough and moie than enough, the Shah wished only to put 
youi valour to the pioof and having seen it with his own eyes ire 
is fully satisfied. Come now with us and stand befoie us as we sit 
at meat,” Prince Bahman made leply, “We are not worthy ot the 
high honour and dignity wheiewilh thou favourcst us thy humble 
servants. We dutifully and humbly petition thy Highness to hold 
us excused foi this day , but if the Asylum of the Universe deign 
appoint some other time thy slaves will light gladly execute thy 

auspicious ordeis.-And as Ike mom began to dawn Shahiazad 

held her peace till 


1 The ** High” 01 loyal ligoi, is slill found in the jungles of IU.17ewler.ln and 
other legions of Northern l’ciU.i 
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Then said she :- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that Khusiau 

Shah, astonished at their lefusal, asked the cause wheteof when 
Prince Bahman answered, “May I be thy sactiiice, 1 2 3 4 * * O King of 
kings, we have at home an only sister; and all three arc bound 
fogethei with bonds of the fondest affection, so ire brothers go 
not anywhere without consulting her nor doth she aught save 
according to our counsel.” The King was pleased to see such 
fraternal love and union and presently quoth he, “By the head of 
the Shah, 9 he freely giveth you leave to go to-day : consult your 
sister and meet the Shadow of Allah 8 to-monow at this hunting- 
ground, and tell lum what she saitli and if she be content to let 
you twain come and wait upon the Shah at meat” So (lie Pjmces 
farewellcd and prayed for him; then lode back home; but they 
both forgot to tell Iheii sister how they had fallen in with the King ; 
and of all that passed between them they remcmbcied not one 
woid/ Next day again they went a-hunting, and on returning from 
the chase, the Shah enquired of them, “Have ye consulted with 
youi sister if ye may serve the King, and what saith she thcielo? 
Have ye obtained pcimission horn her?” On hearing these wot els 
the Princes waxed aghast with fear; the colour of their faces 
changed, and each began to look into the other’s eyes Then 
Bahman said, “Pardon, O Refuge of the Woilcl, this our 
tiansgression. We both forgot the command, and remembered not 
to tell our sister” Replied the King, “It malleieth naught Ask 
her today, and bring me woid to-monow” But it so happened 
that on that day also they forgot the message, yet the King was 
not annoyed at thcii shoitncss of mcmoiy; but, taking from his 
pocket three little balls of gold, and tying them in a kcichief of 
silk, he handed them to Pnnce Bahman, saying, “Put these balls 
in thy waist-shawl, so shalt thou not foiget to ask thy sistci, and if 


1 In addressing the Shall every Pcisian begins with the formula, “ Kuikbi-nt 
buslium 51 — may I become thy Cor ban or sucnlkc For (bis wool (Kurban) see 
night dcclxwn 

2 The King in Persia always spealcs oflmnself in the third person, and sweats 
by Ins own blood and head, soul, life and death. The foim of oatli is ancients 
Joseph emphasises his speech “by the life of Pharaoh." (Gen. \ 1 j 15, iG ) 

3 Anothci title of ihe Shah, making him quasi-divine, sit any late the nearest 
to the Almighty, like the Out and the Fmperoi of China. Hence the subjects bow 
to him with the body at right angles as David did to banl {1 Sam xuv. 8) or fait 
upon the face like joduia (s, 14) 

4 A most impiobablc and absurd detail 1 its sole excuse is Llie popular super- 

stilion of 11 blood speaking to blond ” The youths Being of the loyal race felt that 

they could lake nnwai mutable hbcilics. 



The Two Sisters who envied theiy Cadetle. 


329 


perchance the matter escape thy memory, when thou shaft go to bed 
and take off thy girdle, haply the sound of them falling to the 
ground will remind thee of thy promise.” Despite this strict 
injunction of the Shadow of Allah the Princes on that day also clean 
forgot the oidei and the piomise they had made to the King 
When, howevci, night came on, and ldincc Bahman went to his 
bed-chamber foi sleep, he loosed his gudle and down fell the golden 
balls, and at the sound the message of the Shah flashed across his 
thought. So he and his brother Parwez at once hastened to Peiiza- 
dah’s bower, where she was about letiring to rest, and with many 
excuses for troubling her at so unseasonable an hour, reported to her 
all that had happened. She lamented their thoughtlessness, which 
for three successive days had caused them forget the royal behest, 
and ended with saying, “Foilune hath favomed you, O my biothers, 
and bioughl you suddenly to the notice of the Asylum of the 
Universe, a chance which often hath led to the height of good. It 
grievelh me sore that in your over regard for om fiaternal love and 
union ye did not lake scivicc witli the King when he deigned 
command you. Moreovci, ye have fai greater cause for legret and 
repentance than I in that ye failed to plead a sufficient excuse 
and that which ye ofleicd must have sounded rude and churlish. 
A right dangerous thing it is to thwart kingly wishes. In his extreme 
condescension the Shah commandeth you to take seivice with him 
and ye, in lebelling against his exalted orders, have done foolishly and 
ye have caused me much trouble of mmd. Howbeit I will sue 
counsel from my slave the Speaking-Bird and see what he may say ; 
for when I have cvci any hard and weighty question to decide I 
fail not to ask his ad vice.Heieupon the Princess set the cage by 
hei side, and after telling her slave all that her biolhers had made 
known to her, asked admonition of him legarding what they should 
do. The Spcaking-Biid made answer, “It behovelh the Princes 
to giatify the Shah in all things he requiielh of them : moreover, 
let them make ready a feast for die King and humbly pray him to 
visit this house, and thereby testify to him loyalty and devotion to 
his loyal person,” Then said the Pi in cess, “O Biid, my bi others 
aie most dear to me 1101 would I suffer them leave my sight for 
one moment if it were possible; and Allah foifend that this daring 
011 their part do injury to our love and affection.” Said the 
Speaking-Bird, “I have counselled thee for the best and have 
offered thee the right icde; noi do thou fear aught in following 
it, for naught .save good shall come iheicfioni.” “But,” quoth 
the Princess, “an the Shadow of Allah honour us by crossing the 
threshold of this house, needs must I present myself befoie him 
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with face unveiled 1 ?’’ “By all moans,” quoth the Speaking Bird, 
“this will not harm thee, nay, lathei ’twill be to thine advantage.” 

-And as the mom began to dawn Shallra/ad held her peace 

till 


Q£f)t cuir of tfje Sij; rjunUfctr nntr Jftirjfjf. 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that 

eatly next day the two Piinccs Bali man and Paiwe/ lode as 
aforetime to the hunting giound and met Khusiau Shah, who 
asked them, saying, “What answer bting ye from yotu sister?” 
Hereupon the elder brother advancing said, “O Shadow of Allah, 
vcnly wc aie thy slaves and wbatevei tliou deign bid, that we aie 
ready to obey. These less than the loa^t have lefeued the matter 
to their sister and have obtained her consent; nay mote, she 
blamed and chided them foi Lhal they did not himy to cariy out 
the commands of the Refuge of the World the moment they 
were delivered. Therefore being sore displeased at us, she dcsiicth 
us on ber behalf to plead forgiveness with the Shahtnshah 2 
for this offence by us offoicd.” Replied the King, “No ciime 
have ye committed to call forth the royal displeasuic: nay moie, 
it delightoth the Shadow of Allah exceedingly to see the love 
ye twain bear towards your .sislei.” Homing .such woids of con¬ 
descension and kindliness ftom the Shah, the Piinccs held then 
peace and hung their heads for shame gioundwaids ; and the 
King who that day was not keen, accoiding to bis custom, after 
the chase, whenever lie saw the btolheis hold aloof, called 
them to his presence and heartened their hcaits with words of 
favour; and presently, when a-weary of sport, l\c turned the head 
ol his steed palace-wards and deigned order the lhinccs to lide 
by his side. The Warns and Councillors and Comtieis one and 
all fumed with envy and jealousy to see two unknowns entreated 
with such especial favour ; and as they lode at tire head of the 
suite a-down the maikel-sticet all eyes wcic turned upon the 
youths and men asked one of other, “Who be the two who lide 
beside the Shah? Belong they to this city, 01 come they from 
some foreign land?” And the folk praised and blessed them 
saying, “Allah send our King of kings two Princes ns goodly 
and gallant as are these twain who iidc beside him If out hapless 


1 Tins is slill a Persian custom, because all lire subjects, women as welt as 
men, aie vhUully Lhe King’s slaves. 

2 7 .e. King of kings, the llmriXeu? jiuaiXeiov 




The Two Sisters who envied then Cadeltc. 


33 1 


Queen who languished* in durance had bi ought forth sons, by 
Allah’s favoui they would now be of the same age as these young 
lends.” But as soon as the cavalcade leached the palace the King 
alighted from his hoisc and led the Princes to his puvate chamber, 
a splendid leticat magnificently furnished, wherein a table had 
been spread with sumptuous meats and latest cates , and having 
seated himself thereat he motioned Lhein to do likewise. Pleie- 
upon flie bi others making low obeisance also took theii seats 
and ate in well-bred silence with lespectful mien Then the Shah, 
desning to warm them into talk 1 and thcieby to test their wit 
and wisdom, addressed them on themes galore and asked of them 
many questions, and, inasmuch as they had been taught well 
and trained in every art and science, they answeied with pio- 
piiety and pci feet case. The Shall struck with admiration 
bitteily lcgiellod that Almighty Allah had not vouchsafed to him 
sons so handsome in semblance and so apt and so learned 
as these twain; and, foi the pleasure of listening to them, he 
lingered at meat longei than ho was wont to do. And when he 
lose from table and retired with them to his piivate apartment 
he still sat longwhilc talking with them, and at last in his 
adnmation he exclaimed, “Never until this day have I set eyes 
on youths so well bi ought up and so comely and so capable as 
are these, and methinks 'tweie liaid to find their equals any¬ 
where.” In fine quoth lie, “The time waxeth late, so now let 
us cheer our hearts with music.” And forthright tire royal band 
of minstiels and musicians began to sing and perform upon 
instalments of mirth and mcirinienl, whilst dancing-girls and 
boys displayed (licit skill, and mimes and muinmeis played their 
parts The Princes enjoyed the spectacle with extreme joy, and 
the lasl hours of the afternoon passed in royal revelry and regale, 
But when the sun had set and evening came on, the youths 
ciaved dismissal from the Shah with many expressions of gratitude 
for the exalted favoms he had deigned bestow on them; and ere 
they faicd foith, the King of kings bespake them, saying, “Come 
ye again on the mortow to our hunting-giound as heietofore, and 
thence return to the palace. By the beard of the Shah, he fain 
would have you always with him, and solace him with your com¬ 
panionship and conveise.” Piinee Bahman, prostrating himself 
before the presence, answered, “Tis the very end and aim of all 
oui wishes, O Shadow of Allah upon Earth, that on the morrow 
when thou shall come fiom the chase and pass by our poor house, 


i Alajtisgann haunt, i.e. to give some life to the company. 
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thou graciously deign entei and rest in it awhile, thereby con¬ 
ferring the highmost of honotus upon omselves and upon our 
sister. Albeit the place is not woithy of the Shahmshah’s exalted 
presence, yet at times do mighty Kings condescend to visit the 
huts of their slaves.” The King, ever moie and more enchanted 
with their comeliness and pleasant speech, vouchsafed a most 
giacious answei, saying, “The dwelling place of youths in your 
estate and degree will certainly be goodly and light woithy of 
you ; and the Shah willingly consenteth for the monow to become 
the guest of you twain and of your sistei whom, albeit lie have 
not yet seen, he is assured to find pci feci in all gifts of body 
and mind. Do ye twain therefore about early dawn-tide expect 
the Shah at the usual trusting place.” The Princes then cinvetl 
leave to wend their ways ; and going home, said to then sister, 
“ 0 Pcrizadah, the Shah hath decreed that to-moriow he will 
come to our house and rest heic awhile after the limit.” Said 
she, “An so it be, needs must we sec to it that all be made 
ready for a royal banquet and we may not be pul to shame when 
the Shadow of Allah shall deign shade us. Them is no help but 
that in this inattei 1 ask of my slave, Ihe Speaking-lliid, what 
counsel he would give; and that I prepme according thereto such 
meats tvs are meet fo\ him turd are pleasing to the roynl ^y.dtrte.” 
-And as the mom began to dawn Shahtamd held her peace till 

GLl)c cirtJ of rtjc induct) airtr ©iflljfiMoiirflj JftiQljf, 

Then said she *- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the 

Princes both appiovcd of hoi plan and went to seek iepo.se; 
whereupon Pen/adah sent foi the cage and setting it befoic her, 
said, “0 Iliid, the Shah hath made a pumuse and hath deemed 
that he will deign honoui this oui house on the monow, wheieforc 
w r c must needs make icady foi our liege lord the best of banquets, 
and I bid thee say me what dishes should the kilcheneis cook 
for him?” The Speaking-Bud leplied, “Omy lady, thou hast the 
most skilful of cooks and confeclioneis Do thou bid them diess 
for thee the choicest dainties, but above all otheis see thou with 
thine own eyes that they set befoic the Shah a dish of new gieen 
cucumbers stuffed with pcails.” Quoth the Princess in utter 
wondeunent, “Never until this lime heatd I of such a dainty! 
How? cucumbcis with a filling of pcails! And ,what will the 
King, who comcth to cat btead and not to ga/.c on stones, say to 
such meat? I’lulhermoic, I have not in my possession pcails 
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enough to serve foi even a single cucumber.” Replied the Speaking- 
Bud, “This were an easy matter: do thou dread naught, hut only 
act as I shall advise thee I seek not aught save thy welfare, and 
would on no wise counsel thee to thy disadvantage. As for the 
pearls, thou shalt collect them on this wise; go thou to-morrow 
betimes to the pleasure-gardens and bid a hole be dug at the fooL of 
the fust tiee in the avenue to thy light hand, and there shalt thou 
find of pearls as laige a store as thou shalt require.” So after 
dawn on the next day Princess Perizndah bade a gardenei-lad 
accompany hei and faicd to the site within the pleasuie-gardens 
whereof the Speaking- 13 iid had told her. Here the boy dug a hole 
both deep and wide, when suddenly his spade shuck upon some¬ 
what hard, and lie removed with his hands the earth and discovered 
to view a golden casket well-nigh one foot squaic Heieupon the 
- young gardener showed it to the Princess who exclaimed, “I 
hi ought thee with me foi this very reason. Take heed and see 
that no haun come to it, but dig it out and bring it to me with all 
care.” When tire lad did her bidding she opened it foi thright and 
found it filled with peails and unions flesh from the sea, round as 
lings and all of one and the same size peifectly fitted for the purpose 
which the Speakmg-Biid had proposed. Peu/adah rejoiced with 
extreme joy at the sight, and taking up the box walked back with 
it to the house; and the Princes who had seen their srstei faring 
foilli betimes with the gardenei-lad and had wondeied why she went 
to the paik thus early unaccoicling to her wonted custom, catching 
sight of her from the casement, quickly donned their walking 
diesses and came to meet her. And as the two biotheis walked 
forwards they saw the Princess approaching them with somewhat 
unusual under hei aim, which, when they met, pioved to be a 
golden casket wheieof they knew naught. Quoth they, “0 our 
sister, at early light we espied thee going to the pleasure-grounds 
with a gardener-lad empty handed, but now thou bringest back this 
golden casket; so disclose to us where and how thou hast found it ; 
and 1 haply there may be sonic hoard close hidden in the partene ?” 
Peiizadah leplied, “Sooth ye say, 0 my brotlicis: I took this Jad 
WLth me and made him dig under a certain tiee where we came 
upon this box of peails, at the sight wheieof methinks your hearts- 
will be delighted.” Tire Princess sliaightway opened the box and her 
biotheis sighting the peails and unions were amazed with extreme 
amazement and rejoiced gieatly to see them. Quoth the Princess, 

“ Come now ye twain with me, for that I have in hand a weighty 
matter”; and quoth Prince Baliman, “What is there to do? I 
piay tliee tell us without delay fot never yet hast thou kept aught 
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of thy life from us." She made reply, “ O my brothers, I have 
nothing to hide fiom you, nor think ye any ill of me, for I am now 
about to tell you all the tale" Then .she made Icnown to them 
what advice the Speaking-Bnd had given to her, and they, conning 
the matter over m their minds, marvelled much why hei slave 
had bidden them set a dish of green cucumbers stuffed with pearls 
before the Shah, nor could they devise any leason for it. Piesently 
the Piincess lesuvncd, "The Speaking-Bud indeed is wise and 
ware, so methinks tins counsel must be for our advantage, and 
at any late it cannot he without some object and purpose. It 
theieforc behoveth us to do even as he hath commanded.” Here¬ 
upon the Piincess went to hoi own chamber and summoning the 
Head Cook said to him, “This day the Shah, the Shadow of Allah 
upon Earth, will condescend heie to eat the noon-meal, So do thou 
take heed that the meats be of choicest flavour and fittest to set 
before the Asylum of the Woild, but of aV the dishes there is one 
thou alone must make and let not anothei have a hand thciein. 
This shall be of the freshest green cucumbeis with a stuffing of 

unions and peaiK”-And as the mom began to dawn Shahra/ad 

held her peace till 

UJje ciffl oE tfoe .§>4: Tjmiinrtj nnh ©ijrljtnTiftj) Jftifllif. 

Then said she:- 1 have heard, O auspicious King, that the 

Head Cook listened to this order of the Princess with wonderment, 
and said in himself, “Who evei heard of such a dish or dreamed 
of ordeimg such an one." The lady seeing his astonishment 
betrayed in his semblance without the science of thought-reading, 1 
said to him, “It seemeth from thy countenance that thou deemest 

me daft of wits to give thee such oidei. I know that no one 

evei tasted a dish of the kind, but what is that to thee? Do 
thou e’en as thou ait bidden. Thou scest this box biimful of 
pearls ; so take of them as many as thou ncedest for the dish, and 
what remaineth ovei leave in the box ” The Kitchener, who 
could answer nothing m Ins confusion and amazement, chose as 
many precious stones as he lequncd, and pi escntly faied away to 
superintend the meats being cooked and made leady for the feast. 

Meanwhile, the Princess went over the house and grounds and 


i In Arabic “ ’Urn al-Muhusli«ilah ”=lhc Science by winch liastein adepts 
discover nun’s secict thoughts Of late ycais il has appeared m Eoi'l.irul, but with 
llie same quackery and imposture winch have mined “ Spinlualisifi” .is the Iuiilh 
of the Future 
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gave directions to the slaves about the ordinance theieof, lending 
especial attention to the caipets and diwans, the lamps, and all 
other furniture. Next day at break of dawn Princes Bah man and 
Parwez lode forth in nch attne to the appointed place wheie they 
first met the Shah, who was also punctual to his piomise and 
vouchsafed to join them in the hunt. Now when the sun had 
risen high and its rays waxed hot, the King gave up the chase, 
and set foitli with the Princes to theii house; and as they drew 
nigh theieto the cadet pushed forwards and sent word to the 
Punccss that the Asylum of the World was coming in alt good 
omen Accordingly, she hastened to receive him and stood 

waiting his arrival at the inner entiancc; and aftei, when the King 
lode up to the gate and dismounting within the couit stepped 
over the thicshold of the house-door, she fell down at his feet 
and did him worship. Heient her brothers said, “O Asylum of 
the Woild, this is our sister of whom we spake”; and the Shah 
with giacious kindness and condescension raised her by the 
hand, and when he saw liei face lie marvelled much at its 

wondrous comeliness and loveliness. He thought in himself, 
“ How like she is to hei brothers in favoui and form, and I ticnv 
there be none of all my lieges in city 01 countiy who can com¬ 
pare with them foi beauty and noble bearing. This country-house 
also exccedeLh all that I have ever seen in splendour and gian- 
deur.” The Piineess then led the Shah through the house 
and showed him all the magnificence theieof, while he lejoiced 

with extienie joy at eveiything that met his sight. So when 

King Khusmu had consideied whatso was in the mansion lie 
said to the rimcess, “This home of thine is far grander than any 
palace owned by the Shah, who would now stroll about the pleasure- 
ganlcn, novel doubling but that it will be delightsome as the 
house.” I-Ieieat the Princess thiew wide open the door whence 
the grounds could be seen, and at once the King beheld before 
and above all otliei things, the fountain which cast up incessantly, 
in gerbes and jets, watet clear as clnystal withal golden of hue. 
Seeing such piodigy he cried, “This is indeed a glouaus gusher: 
never befoie saw I one so admiiable. But say me wheie is its 
souice, and by what means doth it shoot up in spurts so high? 
Whence cometh this constant supply and in what fashion was it 
foi med ? The Shah would fain see it neai-hand,” “O King of 
kings, and Loid of Lhe lands," qitolh the Piincess, “be pleased to do 
whatso thou dcsirest,” Theieupon they went up to the fountain 
and the Shah stood gazing upon it with delight when behold, he 
heard a conceit of sugar-sweet voices choiring with the hamiony 
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and melody of wit-iavishing music. So he turned him iound and 
gazed about him to discover the singers, but no one was in sight; 
and albeit he looked both far and near, all was in vain, he heard 
the voices but he could descry no songster. At length completely 
baffled he exclaimed, “ Whence come these most musical of 
sounds; and lise they fiom the bowels of earth oi aie they 
floating in the depths of aii ? They fill the hoait with laptuie, 
but stiangcly siupuse the senses to see that no one singci is m 
sight." Replied the Pnncess with a smile, “O Loid or loids, 
there are no minstrels heie and the stiains which stuke tire 
Shah’s ear come fiom yonder tice. Deign Walk on, I piay thee, 
and examine it well.” So he advanced thereto, ever more and 
mote enchanted with the music, and he gazed now at the 
Golden-Water and now at the Smgmg-Ticc till lost in wonderment 
and amazement. Then, “O Allah," said he to himself, “is all this 
nature-made or magical, foi in veiy deed the place is full of 
mystery?” Piesently, turning to the Princess, quoth he, “0 wry 
lady, piithee whence came ye by this wondrous ticc which hath 
been planted in the middlemost of this garden? Did anyone hung 
it fiom sonic far distant land as a laie gift? And by what name is 
it known?" Quoth Peii/adah in reply, “O King of kings, this 
maivel flight Singing-Ticc giowelh not in our countiy. ’Tweie 
long to lecounL whence and by what means I obtained it, and suffice 
it for the present to say tliaL the Tiee, together with the Golden- 
Water and the Singing-Bird, wore all found by me at one and the 
same time. Deign now accompany thy slave and look upon this 
third ranty, and when the Shah shall have letted and lecovcied 
fiom the toils and naval Is of hunting, the tale of these three 
strange things shall be told to the Asylum of the Woild in fullest 
detail." Hereto the King replied, “All the Shah’s fatigue hath 
gone for gazing upon these wonders, and now to visit the Speaking- 

Bud”-And as the morning began to dawn Shahra/.ad held her 

peace till 

GTJje cith ot tljc &ijl' ljBintivch itnt jftig&t. 

Then said she:- 1 have hcaid, O auspicious King, that the 

Pnncess took the King, and when she had shown to him the 
Speaking-Bud they returned to the gaiden, wheic lie never ceased 
considenng the fountain with ext ionic suipuse, and piesently 
exclaimed, “How i S this? No spung whence eoniclh all this 
water meeteth the Shah’s eye, and no channel, not is ihete any 
reseivoir laige enough to contain it" She replied, “Thou speakest 
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sooth, O King of kings! This jetting fount hath no so nice, and 
it springulh from a small marble basin which I filled fioin a single 
flagon of the Golclen-WaLcr, and by the might of Allah Almighty, 
it incieased and waxed copious until it shot up in this huge gerbe 
aim'll the Shah seeth. Fuithennore, it ever playeth day and night; 
and, maivellous to relate, the water falling back from that height 
into the basin minisheth not in quantiLy noi is aught of it spilt or 
wasted.” Heteat the King, filled with wonder and astonishment, 
bade go back to the bpeaking-Hird; whereupon llic Princess led 
him to the belvedere whence he looked out upon thousands of all 
manner fowls carolling in the trees and filling air with their hymns 
and praises of the Creator, so he asked his guide, 11 0 my lady, 
whence come these countless songsteis which haunt yomlei tiee 
and make the welkin resound with their melodious notes; yet they 
aflect none other of the trees?” Quoth Perixadah, “0 King of 
kings, they are all alUacted by the Speaking-bird and flock hither 
to accompany his song; and for that his cage hangeth to the 
window of this belvedeie they prefei only the ncuiest of the bees, 
and here he may be heard singing sweeter notes than any of the 
others, nay in a plaint more musical fai than that of any night¬ 
ingale.” And as the Shah drew nigh the cage and gave car to the 
Jiiid’s singing, the Princess called to hei captive saying, “ Ho, my 
slave the lliid, dost thou not perceive the Asylum of the Universe is 
here that thou payest him not due homage and worship?” Healing 
these woids the Speaking-Hud forthright ceased his shrilling, and 
at the same moment all the other songsters sat in deepest 
silence; for they were loyal to their liege lord nor durst any one 
uttei a note when he held his peace. The Speaking-Bird then 
spake in human voice saying, “0 great King, may Almighty Allah 
by His Might and Majesty accoid thee health and happiness”; so 
the Shah returned the salutation and the Slave of Princess 
Peri/adah ceased not to showei blessings upon his head. Mean¬ 
while, the tables weie spiead aftei sumptuous fashion and the 
choicest meats were set befoiu the company which was seated in 
due oidei and degiee, the Shah placing himself hard by the 
Speaking-Bird and close to the casement where the cage was hung. 
Then the dish of green cucumbers having been set befoie him, lie 
put forth his hand to help himself, but drew it back in wonderment 
when he saw that the cucumbers, ranged in ordei upon the plate, 
were stuffed with pearls which appealed at either end He asked 
the Princess and her brothers, “What is this dish? It cannot be 
meant for food; then wheicfore is it placed before the Shah ? 
li.splain to me, I command you, what this thing meanetli.” They 
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could not give an answer unknowing what reply to make, and as 
all held theii peace the Speaking-Biid answered for them saying, 
“ O King of the Age and the Time, dost thou deem it stiange to 
see a dish of cucumbcis stuffed with pcmls? How much stianger 
then it is that thou vast not astonished to hear that the Queen thy 
Consort had, conliaiy to the laws of Allah’s oidmance, given bath 
to such animals as dog, and cat, and musk-rat. This should have 
caused thee fai more of wonder, for who hath ever hcaid of woman 
healing such as these?” Met cat the Shah made answer to the 
Speaking-Biid, "All that thou snyest is light indeed, and I know 
that such things ate not aftci the law of Almighty Allah; but I 
believed the lcpoits of the iniclwives, the wise women who weie 
with the Queen such time she was hi ought Vo bed, for they were 
not sti angers but hoi own sislcis, born of the same parents as hei- 
self. How, then, could I do othciwisc than tiust their woids.” 
Quoth the Spcnking-Biid, “O King of kings indeed the tiulh of 
the mattei is not hidden fiom me. Albeit they lie the sisters of 
thy Queen, yet seeing the loyal favoms and affection towaids 
theii cadette they were consumed with angei and bailed and 
despite' by leason of their envy and jealousy. So they devised 
evil devices against her, ancl their deceits at last succeeded in 
divaling thy thoughts fiom her, and in hiding hei vhlues from thy 
sight. Now arc theii malice and lienson made manifest to thee; 
and, if thou lequire fmihci proof, do thou summon them and 
question them of the case They cannot hide it fiom thee and will 

be iedneed to confess ancl ciavc thy paiclon "■ -And as the mom 

began to dawn Shahia/nd held hei peace till 

ufljc enfi of tfjc lAmtuctj mrti ©iflljty flrtjcntft Jf3iflljt. 

Then said she:——1 have hcaid, O auspicious King, that the 
Speakmg-Biid said also to Khusiau Shah, “These two loyal 
btotheis so comely and slalwail, and this lovely Princess, theiv 
sistei, aie thine own lawful childien to whom the Queen thy 
('onsoit gave biith. The midwives, thy sisteis-in-law, by reason 
of the blackness of theii heads and faces, boie them away as soon as 
they weie born indeed, eveiy time a child was given to thee they 
wtapped it in a bit of blanket and putting it in a basket committed 
it to the stream which flowelh by the palace to the intent that il 
might die an obscuic death Bui it so fortuned that the Tntemhmt 
of thy loyal guidons espied these basket', one and all as they floated 
past his grounds, mid took chaigo of tire infants he found theiein. 
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lie then caused them to be mused and 1 eared with all care and, 
whilst they weie glowing up to man’s estate, he looked to then 
being taught every ait and science; and whilst his life endured 
he dealt with them and bi ought them up in love and tenderness 
as though they had been his very own. And now, O Khusiau 
Shah, wake fiom thy sleep of ignoiance and heedlessness, and 
know that these two Piinces llahman and Paiwez and the Piincess 
Peii/adah theii sistei aie thine own issue and thy lighful hens. 1 ’ 
When the King hea\d these words and was assured of their purport 
being true and undeistood the evil doing of those Satans, his 
sisters-in-law, he said, “0 Bird, I am indeed persuaded of thy 
soothfastness, foi when I first saw these youths at the hunting- 
ground my bowels yearned with affection towards them and my 
heait felt constrained to love them as though they had been my 
own seed Both they and their sister have diawn my affections 
to them as a magnet diawetli it on: and the voice of blood ciieth 
to me and compelleth me to confess the tie and to acknowledge that 
they aie my tuie childien, borne in the womb of my Queen, whose 
direful Destiny I have been the means of carrying out." Then 
turning to the Piinces and their sister he said with teat fill eyes and 
bioken voice, “Ye are my childien and henceforth do ye legald 
me as your fathei." At this they lan to him with rare delight, and 
falling on his neck embiaced him. Then they all sat down to 
meat and when they had finished eating, Khusiau Shah said to 
them, “O my childien, I must now leave you, but In shall ah— 
Allah willing—I will come again to-morrow and bring with me 
the Queen youi mothei." So saying he faiewellcd them fondly 
and mounting his hoise depaited to his palace; and no sooner had 
he seated himself upon his throne than he summoned the Giand 
Wazii and commanded him saying, “Do thou send this instant 
and bind in heaviest bonds those vile women, the sisters of my 
Queen, foi theii ill deeds have at last come to light and they 
deserve to die the death of murtherers. Let the Svorder foith- 
light make sharp his sword; for the ground thiisteth for theii 
blood. Go, see thyself that they ate beheaded without stay 01 
delay: await not other older, but instantly obey my command¬ 
ment." The Giand Wa/.ir went forth at once, and in his presence 
the Envious Sisters weie decapitated and thus underwent fit 
punishment for their malice and their evil doing After this, 
Khusiau Shah with his letinue walked a-foot to the Cathcdial- 
mosque whcieby the Queen had been impiisoned for so many 
years in bitter grief and woe, and with his own hands he led her 
foith fiom hei cage and tenderly embraced her. Then seeing her 

v 2 
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sad plight and her care-worn countenance and wi etched attire lie 
wept and ciied, “Allah Almighty foigive me this mine unjust and 
wrongful dealing towaids thee. 3 have put to death thy sister;, 
who deceitfully and despitefully raised my wiatli and anger against 
thee, the innocent, the guiltless 3 and they have received due 

retribution foi their misdeeds.”-And as the morn began to 

dawn ShaVna/ad held her peace till 


(Jljc cnti of Hjr guy ]i)imtncii nntr eigf|)III JiTitflJjf. 

Then said she:- 1 have hcaid, 0 auspicious King, that the 

King spake kindly and fondly to his Consoit, and told her all that 
had betided him, and what the Speaking-Bud bad made known to 
him, ending with these wouls, “Come now with me to the palace, 
u'heie thou shalt see thy two sons and daughter grown up to become 
the lovohest of beings. Hie with me and embrace them and take 
them to thy bosom, foi they are our ehildien, tile light of our cyes. 
Hut first do thou icpau to the Ha minim and don thy loyal robes 
and jewels ” Meanwhile, tidings of these events were noised about 
the city, how the King had at length shown due favour to the Queen, 
and had leleased her from bondage with his own hands and piayed 
forgiveness for the wiongs he had done to hci ; and how the 
Princes and the Pnnccss had been piovctl to be hei Intc-boin 
children, and also how that Khusiau Shah had punished her si&leis 
who compiled against her: so joy and gladness pievailed both in 
city and kingdom, and all the folk blessed the Shah’s Blind and 
cursed the Satan esses liei sislois. And next day when the Queen 
had bathed m the Hannnam and had donned loyal dress and legal 
jewels, she went to meet hci ehildien together with the King, who 
led up to her the 1 ’imces llaluuan and Par we* and the Princess 
Peii/adnh and said, “bee, heie ;ue thy ehildien, fiuit of thy womb 
and colo of thy heart, thine own veiy sons and thy daughter : 
embiacc them with all a mothei’.s love and extend thy favoiu and 
affection to them even as I have done. When thou didst give 
them birth, thine ill-omened .sistei.s bore them away fiom thee and 
cast them mto yondei sticam, and said that thou hadst been 
delivered first of a puppy, then of a kitten, and lastly of a 
musk-ratling. I cannot console myself lot having credited their 
calumnies, and the only recompense I can make is to place in 
thine embrace these thiee thou bioughtest foith, and whom Allah 
Almighty hath lestored to us and liaLh made nghl worthy to be 
called out ehildien.” Then the Princes and l’uncess (ell upon their 
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moLhci’s neck and fondly embraced hei, weeping leai-floods of joy 
Aftci this the Shah and the Harm sat down to meat togcthei with 
their children, and when they had made an end of eating, King 
Kliusiau Shah repaned to the garden with his Consort that he 
might show hei the Singing-Tiec and the fountain of Golden-Water, 
wildcat the Queen was filled with womlei and delight. Next 
they turned to the belvedete and visited the Speaking-Bird, of 
i\ horn, as they sat at meat, the King had spoken to hei in 
highest piaisc, and the Queen lcjoicccl m his sweet voice and 
melodious singing. And when they had seen all these things 
the King mounted hoi so, Pi nice Hallman 11'ding on his right hand 
and on his left Pnnce I’anvc/, while the Queen took Princess 
Perbadah with her inside her litter, and thus they set forth foi 
the palace. As the royal cavalcade passed the city walls and 
entered the capital with royal pomp and circumstance, the subjects 
who had heard the glad tidings thionged in multitudes to see 
theii progress, and volleyed shouts of acclamation; and ns the 
lieges had gtieved aforetime to see the Queen-consoit impiisoned, 
so now they lejoiecd with exceeding joy to find hei fiee once 
more. But chiefly they maivelled to look upon the Speaking-Bnd, 
for the Piiucass earned the cage with het, and as they rode along 
thousands of sweet-toned songsteis came swaiming lound them 
fiom every quattci, and flew as an escort to the cage, filling 
the an with marvellous music; while flocks of others, pcichmg 
upon the trees and the housetops, caiolled and vvai bled, as it 
were, to gieet then lord’s cage accompanying the loyal cavalcade 
And when the palace was reached, the Shah and his Queen and his 
eluldieii sat down to a sumptuous banquet , and the city was 
illuminated, and cveiywheic dancings and meny-makings testified 
to the joy of the lieges , and foi man) days these levels and 
lejoicmgs pi evaded thioughout the capital and the kingdom wheie 
eveiy man was blithe and happy, and had feaslings and festivities in 
lus house Aftei these festivals King IChusiau Shah made his 
elder son Bahman licit to his thionc and kingdom, and committed 
to his hands the affaiis of slate 111 then entuety, and the Prince 
administeied affans with such wisdom and success that the gieat- 
ness and glory of the realm vveie liicieased twofold. The Shah also 
enti usted to his youngest son Par we/, the charge at his army, both 
of horsemen and foot-soldieis 1 and Princess Pcii/adah was given 
by hei sire in mamage to a puissant King who leigned over a 
mighty countiy , and lastly, the Qvicen-vnolbei foigot in peifect 
joy and happiness the pangs of hei captivity Destiny evci aflei- 
vraids endowed them, one and nil, with days the most delectable. 
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and they led the liefest of lives until at last theio came to them the 
Destroyer of delights and the Sunderer of societies and the 
Depopulate! of palaces and the Gainerei of giaveyatds and the 
Reaper for Resui recti on-day, and they became as though they 
nevci had been. So laud be to the Lord who dicth not and who 
knoweth no shadow of change. 


END OF VOI.. III. OF 'I IIh SUIMM.EM I'.Nl Al. Nil.II IS. 
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THE TRANSLATOR'S FOREWORD 


As my first and second volumes (Supplemental) weie composed of 
lian.slated exit acts fiom the Breslau Edition of The Nights, so this 
tome and its successoi (vols iv and v.) comprise my veision fiom 
the (EcUvaid) Woilley Montague Codes immured in the old Bodleian 
L,ibriny, Oxfuid. 

Absence fiom England pi events for the piesent my of feting 
a satisfactory description of this widely-known manuscript; buL l 
may safely piomise that the hialus shall be filled up in vol v., which 
is now lead) for the pi ess. 

The contents of the Woitley Montague text aie noL wholly 
unfamilitu to Euiopc, In iSn Jonathan Scott, LL.D. O.\on 
(fui whom see vols. i. and vm. ante), piinted with Longman* and Co. 
his “Aiabian Nights Kiiteilamments” m five substantial volumes 
8 vo, and devoted a si\.lh and last to cxcei pis entitled 

TALES 

SELECTED FROM TIIE MANUSCRIPT COPY 

Ol- THE 

iooi NIGHTS 

Brought ao Euroiu; uy Edward Wokim&y Montague, Esq, 

Ti unstated Jrom the Arabic 
Bv JONATHAN SCOTT, LL.D. 

Unfoihmately for his leadois, Scott cm oiled himself amongst 
the acolytes of Profcssoi Gal land, a great and oiigmal genius in 
the line Raconteur, and a piaclical Oiicutalisl whose bright example 
was destined to pioduce disastious conscc|uences. The Fienclunaii, 
houevei unsciiipuloiis he might have been about casting down and 
building up in ordei to Inimoui the dead level of Galilean bon god/, 
could, as is shown by his "Aladdin,” tnmslate literatim and 
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veibalim when the story-stuff is of the light species and accept¬ 
able to the aveiage European taste. But, as generally happens 
in such cases, his servile suite went fai beyond their maslet and 
model. Pctis de la Ctoix (“Pcisian and Pinkish Tales'’), 
Chavis and Cazotle (“New Aiabian Nights”), Dow (“Inayatu 
'Hah”) and Morell (“Tales of the Genu”), with others m am fold 
whose names aie now all but foigotten, canicd out the Gallnnchan 
hbei ties to the exlieme of licence and succeeded in piodiicing a 
bianchlct or hlciatuie, the most vapid, frigid, and insipid that ca.i 
be imagined by man,—a bastard Europco-Oriental, pseudo-Eastcin 
v 01 Id of Western marionettes garbed 111 the gem which Asiatic are 
(oi were) supposed to wear, with sentiments and opinions, manneis 
ami moials to match; the whole utterly lacking life, local colon, 
vrniscniblancc, human inteiest. From such aboilions, such 
monslious births, Iibeta nos, Domino I 
And Scott out-gal landed Galland ■— 

Eimil, adifirat, mutat qunduita rotunrffc. 


It is Yiaid to quote a lino which he deigned text natty to 
translate. He not only commits felony on the onginal by 
abstracting whole sentences and pages ad libitum, but he also 
Hu usts false goods into his aulhoi’s pocket and paliomses the 
unfortunate Eastern stovy-tellei by foisting upon him whatevei he, 
the “translatoi and tiaitor,’’ deems needful. On this point no moic 
need be said : the cuiious loader has but to compaic any one of 
SeottN “tianslalions” with the oiigmal 01, foi thal mattei, with 
the piesent version. 

I detcimined Lo do dial foi Scott which Dane had done paiLly 
and impeifeetly, and Payne had successfully and satisfactoiily 
done foi Gal land. But my hist difhculty was about the text. It 
was impossible to face without affnght the piospeet ot w01 king for 
months amid the di.scorn foi Is and the samlai) dangeis of 0.\ fold’s 
learned atmospheie and in hei obsolete edifices the Bodleian and 
the Radcliffe. Having aseei tamed, howevet, that in the so-called 
" L’nnersily” not a scholar could be found to lead the text, I was 
induced to apply for a loan—not to in)self peisonally, loi T .should 
have shunned the responsibility - but in the shape ol a lempotaiy 
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tinnsfer of the seven-volumed text, tome by tome, to the charge of 
Dr. Rost, the excellent Libramn of the India Office. 

My hopes, howevei, were fated to be defened. Learned bodies, 
Curators and so forth, aie ponderous to move and powerless to 
change, for 

The trail of the slow-worn) is o\ei them nil. 


My official application was made on Septembei 13th, 1886. The 
tardiest steps were taken as if unwillingly and, when they could no 
longer decently be defoned, they lesulted in the curtest and most 
categorical but not mosL couitcous of refusals, under circumstances 
of peculiai chsfavoui, on November 1st of the same yeai. Hem 
I shall say no more- the conespondencc has been relegated to 
Appendix A. My subset ibeis, however, will have no reason to 
complain of these “Incplue Bodlciamc.” I had pledged myself in 
case of a loan “not to translate Tales that might be deemed 
offensive to propnety”; the Curatots have Ijindly set me free 
from that troublesome condition and I thank them therefor. 

Meanwhile I had not been idle. Three visits to Oxford m 
September and October had enabled me to leach the DIVLh 
Night, But the laborious days and inclement evenings, combined 
with the unsanitaiy slate of town and hbiaries—the Bodleian 
and the Rotunda—brought on a scnous attack of “ lithiasis " as it 
is now called, and piostrated me foi two months, until it was time 
to leave England en route for my post. 

Under these circumstances my design threatened to end in 
failure. As oflen befalls to men out of England, eveiy move 
ventmed by me menaced only check-mate I began by seeking a 
copyist at Oxford, one who would imitate the text as an ignoramus 
might Iranscube music: an undeigraduate volunteered for the task 
and aftei a few days dropped it in dumb disgust, The attempt 
was presently lepeatcd by a friend with the unsatisfactory lesult 
that thiee words out of four were legible. In London scveial 
Easterns were described as able and willing loi the work, but they 
also weie found wanting; one could not be trusted with the MS 
and another was mniiiage-mad. Photography was lastly proposed, 
but consideiations of cost seemed to render it unavailable. At 
last, when matters wcie at the worst, the pioverbial amendment 
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appeared. Mi. Chandler, whose eneigetic and conscientious oppo¬ 
sition to all “Bodleian loans,” both of books and of manuscripts, 
had mainly caused the passing of the prohibitory statute, came 
forward in the most geneious and friendly way ; with no small double 
to himself he supeiintcnded the “sun-pictuies,” each page of the 
oiiginal being ieduced to half-si/.e, and he insisted upon the woik 
being down wholly and solely.at his own expense. 1 know not how¬ 
to expiess my gratitude. 

The process was undertaken by Mi Peicy Notcutl, of Kingsbury 
and Notcutt, 45, St. Gcoige’s place, Knighlsbiidge, and the four 
bundled and odd pages \veie icproduced in most satisfactory stylo, 

‘Being relegated to a port-town which never possessed even an 
A1 alnc lexicon, I have found some difficulty with tire Wortley 
Montague MS., as it contains a vaiiety of local words unknown 
to the common dictionaiies. But I have woikecl my best to snt- 
mount the obstacle by consulting many correspondents, amongst 
whom may be mentioned the name of my laic lamented friend, the 
Reverend George Percy Badget ; and, finally, by submitting my proofs 
to lire collections and additions of the lexicologist Di. Steing.iss. 


Triustk, 

Apn! io/ 7 /, 1S88. 


RICHARD F. JJl/RTON. 
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STORY OF THE SULTAN OF AL-YAMAN 
AND HIS THREE SONS . 1 

There was eiewhile in llie land of Al-Yaman a man which was a 
Sultan and undci him were three Kinglets whom he ovei-mled. 
He had four childicn; to wit, thiec sons and a. daughter he also 
owned wealth and treasures greater than iced can pen or page 
may contain ; as well as animals such as hoi sc* and camels, sheep 

1 From the Wort ley Montague MS., vol. 111. |)|>. Ho-96, J. Scott: vol \ 1. 
pp 1-7. Histone dit tiulthan d 1 Yemen et de scs hois fits', Gaultier, vol. vi 
Jip. 158-165. 

This is an oldei form of the Sultan of Al-Yaman and his three sons, taken 
ftom M. Zotcnbcrg’s " Chroniquede Tabari," vol ii. pp. 357-61. 

Apics la moit de Ni7.h, ses fils, en prcnanl possession ties objets que leur pile 
avait tlonmis chacun, eurent des contestations iclativeuunt mix mures Mens, 
Alois j Is monteient sm des chameau s. pour sc lendic h Nudjran anpr^s da devin, 
voulant sonmettic A son jugement le parlage. Sur la route, its rencontrercnt un 
teirain con veil d’licrhc, dont line partic itnit brouldc, et unc pin Lie inUicte. 
Modlmi dit: Le rhnmeau qui a brouLC ccttc herhc est borgne dc I’ccil dioit. Rabi'.i 
dit Il est bmteux du pied droit. Iyad dit 1 II a la queue coupde. Aumar dit i ll 
s’est ddinppd des mams de son mattre, parcc qu’il est farouche. Un pen plus loin, 
tls renconlit.lent un homme mould sm un clumeau ; lls luideinimd&renl qui il dtail, 
11 rdponclit qu’il tftait dc telle Iribti, et qu’il elaiL ti la recherche d’lin chanieiui qui 
s’dlait dclmppd. Modluti lui diL s Ce cluimeau n’csl-il 11.1s borgne dc I’ceil dioit? 

-Oui, icpmidit 1 ’homme.-Nc pcnchc-l-il pas ducold dioit? demand. - !Rabt’a. 

-Oui-II n’a pas tic queue, dit Iyad-C’est vrai, lcpondit I'homme.- 

Anmar ajouta: 11 est fmouche.-Oui, dit I’honinic j oi'i cst-il, ce cliameau?- 

Nous nc I’avons pas vu, dnent les friics.-Si vous nc I’ave/. pas vu, rdpliquc 

l’lioinmc, comment savez.-vaus loutes ces pni ticufsuilds ? II insista et dit. C’est 

ceilainement vous qui I’avcv. J iciulez-le moi.-Nous ne l’avons pas II leur 

dcnianda oil ils ailment. Les fieies lui (lircnt qu’ils se lcndaicnL Nadirrin, 
an pres d’Af’a, le devm, ])our souinelUo h son jugement un dilWrcnd qui s iJlail 
dlevd entre eux. Get homme, qui elait seul, s’attacha fi leurs pas, et suivit les 
cjualie hires lusqu’.'l Nadjr.ln 

Af’o. ne les connaiss.nt pas, mais il les regut gincieitsemenl et leur demanda le 
hut dc leur voyage, Ils lui dnent: Notre pere est 11101 1 , ct nous ne pouvons pas 
nous nccoidei sm la partage dc scs hEens; nous sommes venusafin que lu pronoiices 
eutie nous qunt 1 c; nous sommes Iambus d’uccord dc nous souuicltrc Ji ton jugement. 
Alois le piopiletane du cliameau dit . Auangc d’abord l’aflaire de 111011 chameau 
cube eux et moi; j’ai peidu un chameau, ce sont eu\ qui le Liennent. Af'a lui dit: 
Comment sais-ln cpi'ils 1 'ont ? L’iioiiimc ldpomlil: I'arce qu’ils m’oiit dound -son 
Mgnnlcment: s’ds ne Pai.iienL pas vu, connnenL le sauraient-ils? Modliar diL: J’ni 
1 cconnu que ce chnmeau dlait boigne de I’ccil droit, paice qu’il avait brout£ 1 ’hcrlie 
d’un cold settlement, et qn'il ne l'avnit pas toncb£ du cfAe ofi elie 6tmt meillenre. 
Ralii’a dit J'ni icmmqud que son pied droit avait impnmd sur le sol des traces 
hien maiqmfes et je n’.u pas vu celles de l’aulre pied ; dc Ii j’.u su qu’il penchait du 
cot <5 dioit. Iyftd <lit: J’ai vu que ses cioUins tkaicnt r( 5 iinis en las, commc ceux du 
hieuf, et non comme sont ordmairemenl ceux du ch.vmcau, qui les ecu so ^dpnrpdle?) 
avec sa queue; j’ai leconnu pai U qu’iL n’avait pas de queue . A11 mar dit: J’ai 
lcmnrque epic 1’lierbe n’etait pas biontee .1 un seul ct memo cndioil, maisqii’il avait 
pus pailout unc bouchde : j’ai su que le ehanienu dtait d’un caractdre farouche el 
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and black cattle , and lie was held m awe by all the suvuim. 
But when Ins ieign had lasted lor a length of time, Age biought 
with it ailments and inlhnnlies, and lie became incapable of fanng 
forth his Palace to the Diwan, the hall of audience, wheieupon lie 
summoned Ins tbiee sons to the presence and said to them, “As 
for me, ’tis my wish to divide among you all my substance eie I 
die, that ye may be equal m cucumstance and live in accoidance 
with whatso I shall 0011111101x1." And they said, “Hcaikening and 
obedience.” Then quoth the Sultan, “ Let the eldest of you 
become sovcieign aftei me • let the cadet succeed to my monejs 


mquiet, Le dovm adimrait le s.ivoir ct riiUcjligencu* des quaiic frues Cette 
inamcrc de jugcr fait part in de 1’nit do la divination, ct on I’.tppUlc Mb al-lazUu ; 
e’est line ties branches de la science. Ensuite le devin dit 1111 piopndtaiie de 
ohiuncau : Ces gens-la n’ont pas Ion cliamoau ; va-t’en Ayaut demuude miv qualro 
frfcrcs qui ils dtaient, et ccu\ ci Jiu ayant declare qn’ils cluient les Ills do Ni/ai, fils 
de lla'add, fils d 3 Adrian, le devin dit: E\cuse/-inoi de lie vnus avoii pas rectmuus; 
j’ai etc he d’annlie avee votre pdre : soyt/. mes bOlcs ce jour et cetle unit, domain 
jWangerai votre aflaiie Ils consentircnt. Lc pdre ct les ancelres de ce devin 
avnient did chefs de Nadjran 

Lc devm leui fit prdpurci im repas. On lent sorvit nil agneau 16ti et mm 
evuche de vin, et ils inangeiont. Lorsquc le via leui monta la tote, Modlmr tht: 
Je n’m jamais bu un vm plus doux que cclui-ci j nmis jI vient d’unc vigne plantie 
sur un tombeau. Rabi’u. dit: Jc n’ai jamais mange do la vinnde d'ngneau plus 
succuleiUo que celle-ci; nuiscet agneau a die nonrn du lmt cl’iine cliienne Amn.lr 
dit: Cc blc qui a sorvj a faire le pam que nous venous de manger a etc* somd dims 
vm ciiwtUdce. Iyhl slit.. Notre Irate esl uvt evceUeut Uonuoc; wavs U vAst pvrt» v.v, 
fils legitime ; ce n’est pas sun pore (legal) qm I’n cngonclrd, mnis tin autre linimne j 
sa mire l 3 u conr^ii dans radnlloic. Le devm reeuoillit leu is ]>m olesj inais il lie lour 
lii dit lien. Qimncl la mnt fut venue el qu’ils fitronl endonnis, il nppel.i son 
mlciulant et hiidcnuiida de quelle vigne proVcil.ul le vm (que l’on avail servi auv 
holes). L’iutcrulant dit: Une vigne a pous«e mr lc tombc.ui de ton pdte et cile est 
devalue giaiulc ; j’en ai reciteilh lc laisin, et ce vm eu proviont. Ensmle le devm 
fit vcmr le berger, et le qucstionna relnlivonicnt A I’agneau, Lc bergei dit: Qunnd 
cel agneau vint an niondc, il dtait tres-joli , mats sa mere mourut, et il n'y avail pas 
alors do lirebis qui cut mis lias, Une clnonnc avnit eu ties petits ; je inis ect agneau 
avee la clncitnc jusqu’il ce ctu’il fill grand. Jc n’cu at pas trouvd de metHcttr pour 
te l’appoi ter, loisquc lit m’ns f.tiUlemainlei tin agneau. Enfin lc (levin appcla le 
mdtuyer, cl l’iuterrogca sur le bid. Le metayer lui (lit • 11 y .1 d’lin cold tie notre 
champ un ciinelieie. Celle amide ci j’ai eiisemencc une partic duciiucliere, et e’est 
de la que provicnt Je bid que je t’ai apportd, Le devin, foil dloniid de ces expli¬ 
cations, tht. Maiwlenant e'est le lout de ma mete. 11 alia uouvei sa mdre et hit 
dil • Si III no m’avoues pas la vdntc* en ce qui me conccine, je le fms niounr. Sit 
mdre pari a amsi: Toil pero dluil le chef dc c 0 pen pie et possddait do giandos 
nehesses. Comnie jc n'avais pas d’enfnnl de lui, jo craigms qu’i sa'iuoit ses bions 
no lotnbnesenl entic des mains dtrangercs et qii’un autre 11c prit lc prmvoir. Un 
Arahe, houune tie belle figure, hit tut join I’holo de ton p£rc ; je nvahandonniu a 
lui, la mnt; je dcvins enceinte, et e’est .N lui que lu dois la linissance. J’ai dit A ton 
pore que lu avals die engendrd par lui. 

Lc lendciuain, le devin interrogoa les quntre friies sur lems paroles, on clisant: 
Jeveuxquc vous me fassicz connaiiic comment vous a\c/, su les elioses quo vous 
avez dites. Motlhac, lc premia, lui dit • J’ai su que la vigne etait planlec sm un 
tombeau, parce que, qu.trid nous avions bu le mm, nous devemons Irisles et nous 
avions la figure altdrec ; cc qui n’est pas l’efiol ordinaiie du vin, Le deuxibno 
dil . J’ai rcconnu ce qui concernait l’agncau, puree que nous n’nvions jamais mange 
de viamle plus douce que collc-la, et qti’il n’y a, dans le morale, rien do plus don't 




'Story of the Sultan of Al-Yaman and His Thee Sons. 353 

and treasures, 1 and as for the youngest let him inherit my animals 
of every kind Suffei none to transgress against other; but each 
aid each and assist Ins co-paitner." He then caused them to sign 
a bond and agreement to abide by Ins betjuealhal, and, after 
delaying a while, lie departed to the meicy of Allah, Thereupon 
his thice sons got leady the funeial gear and whatevei was suited 
to his estate foi the moiluaiy obsequies, such as cerements and 
other matteis. They washed the corpse and enshiouded it and 
piayed ovci iL; then, having committed it to the earth, they returned 
lo then palaces, wheic the Wazirs and the Loids of the Land and 
the city folk in their multitudes, high and 16\\, rich and pooi, flocked 
to condole with them on the loss of then father And the news 
of his decease was soon bunted abroad in all the pinvinces; and 
deputations from each and every city came to offer condolence 
to the King’s sons, These ceremonies duly ended, the eldest 
Prince demanded that he should be seated as Sultan on the stead 
of bis sue in accordance with the paternal will and testament, 
but he could not obtain it from his two brotheis, as both and each 
said, “I will become lulei 111 100111 of my lather.” So enmity and 
disputes for the government now arose amongst them and it was 
not lo be won by any; but at last quoth the eldest Piince, “Wend 
we and submit 0111.selves to the aibtltntion of a Sultan of the 
nibulaty sultans; and let him lo whom he shall adjudge the lenlm 
Lake it and icigii over it.” Quoth the}', “'Tis well!” and thereto 
agreed, as did also the Wa/irs; and the thice set out without 
suite seeking the capital ol one ol the subject Sovians.-And 

que Ic lait dc 1.1 cllicnnc Le tioisidnic dit. Les Aialies lionorcnt Leaucoiip lours 
liftlcs i lorsqu’ils traitent des holes, ils icstent avec eux et paitagenl leurrepas; 
mais Loi, lii nous as fine servu le lepas, In nous as quiltes eL ta t’es mis a epier 110s 
paroles. J’ai ictonnu liai U ta condition; j\u ronunpic quo tu 11‘avms jus In 
giavhi des Aialies, ct j’ai penst qu’il y .unit quelqiic llltg.ihle dans ton oiiginc 
Lc qimltifcmc dit: J’ai lcronmi la qualite dll 1 ) 16 , puce que le 1)16 seine dans un 
cmioliihe donne mi pnm un go fit dc tern;; et j'ai tioave ce guilt d.uis ce pain Le 
<Levin leur dit: Vous ties plus savants quo 11101, vous n’avcz pas besom de mon 
jiigenieut. Ils 1 ephtpib ent • Quniul deux ptrsunnes ont nn dillueml, il ftiul un 
Hers poui jugci, (pi’ll soit savant on non. Ce son! les ileinicies volontus dc notic 
put, qiu nous a dit dc nous cn nipporlcr A ton jugement, si nous n'eliuns pas 
(l* accord sin t’liciilage. Le devin dit: Imliqne/-moi cxaUcment ce que volie pare 
a donne & chncun de vous et ce qu'il a laisse. Noire pile, dhcnt-ils, a laisst de l‘oi, 
de l’aigcnt, des clievnux, des mnnlons, ties lapis et des vases de toute esyiou et cn 
grande nomine. Ils incontinent ensutle ce epic leui peie avail donne h cliacun 
li'cuK Le devin tin . Laissc/ a Modhai lout ce que volte pire avail tu f.ut d’or cl 
de chaintaux ; car ces ohjets sont rouges. Donne/ Jes chevaux, les esclavcs eL fes 
vctemeiUs noirs ■'i Rahi’a, les csclaves blancs, I’argent cl les velements Wanesi 
Iyatl, et les (apis ct les moutons fi Annul. Les qualre frires accepter cn l Cette 
sentence, el s’en tcLomncicnt. 

I Arab, “ Mai wa Uhawal” : in Badawi parlance, “Mai ” would=flocks and 
herds (pccunia, pecus}; and amongst the bingheis=ready money, coin. Anulliti 
favonute jingle ofsunilni inipoit is “ Mai wa Nawal.” 
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Shahrarad 1 was suprised by the dawn of day 2 and Tell silent and 
ceased to say hei pel mittcd say. Then quoLh her sister Dunya/.ad, 
“ How sweet is thy stoiy, 0 sister mine, and how enjoyable and 
delectable 1 " Quoth she, “ And where is this compared with that 
I would ielate to you on the coming night, an the King suffer me 
to smvive?” Now when it was the next night and that was 


GT&c QHittr |)unnve% into 

Dunyfiz&d said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut shot l the 

watching of this our latter night 1 ” She replied:-Willi love 

and good will ! Tt hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
directoi, the light-guiding lord of the lode which is benefiting and 
of deed fair seeming and woiLliy celebrating, that the ilnee Jhmces 
fared seeking a Sultan of the sultans who had been nuclei the hands 
of their sue, in ordei that they might take him to aibmator. And 
they stinted not faiing till the middle way, when behold they came 
upon a mead abounding m heibage and in rain water lying 
sheeted. 0 »So they sat them down to rest and to cat of their 
victual, vriieu cue of the Uotlvws, casting lus, eye epow the he\h- 
age, cried, “Veiily a camel hath lately passed this way laden half 
with Hnlwa sweetmeats and half with Htlmw pickles. 1 ” “Tine,” 
ciied the second, “and lie was blind of an eye.” Exclaimed the 
third, “ Tis sooth; and indeed he hath lost his tail.” Hardly, 
however, had they ended then woids when lo ! the owner of the 
camel came upon them (for he had ovciheaid ilioii speech and bad 
said to lnniself, “By Allah, these Lluee follows have chiven off my 
ptopeity, inasmuch as they have desmbed the bmlhcn and eke 
the beast as tail-less and one eyed”), and cried out, “Ye thice 

1 In the W. M. MS. the sisteis me called “ Shalu/.uleh ” ( = City-born) and 
“ Dindr/rtdch " {=* ducat-bow) and the ioy.il biollii’i 1 - .Sludub.U (= (Jity-playcr or 
City-I.ilcon) and Kfthia.ni.in (vol i p. i) alias Sanmihan {tint.), I shall lelimi die 
old spelling 

2 I have hitherto Inundated "w adiaha {nia.se.) Sludmi/ada al-Sabdh/’ as 
= Apd Sliahtnzad prcca'ctl the dawn of day; but u is inoie coirecL as well as 
more luctuicsquc lo render the pln.ise, “was suipiisod (or overtaken) hy the 
dznnv' 

1 A nib, “ 'Adi,in," the v being 'Adr=nmch and heavy nun. 

4 For “Ilahvd" see nights x\\iv. ami l\.\\v Scott (vol. vi, explains 
“ Il.iniii’' as “a species of small grain," probably confounding it villi Hummus 
(or IIimmis) = vLlelltS It is the pop. leitn for pickles, " sour meat ’’ as opposed 
lo “ sweetmeats.” The Arabs divule the camel’s p istuie into “ Klmllah,” whirh 
means sweet food called luead, and into “ If.iimz,’’ tunned fuul: the latter is com¬ 
posed mainly of sabolaee.c, and as camels feed upon it during the hoi season it 
makes them drink, lienee in AUlhuiu (Piefnce) “ I change the past me,” i e. 
1 pass from grave to gay, from light to dignified style. (Chcnay, p. 274 ) 
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have carded away my camel 3 ?” “ 13 y Allah, we have not seen 
him,” quolh the Piinces, “much less have we touched him”; but 
quoth the man, “By the Almighty, who can have taken him except 
you ? and if you will not dehver him to me, off with us - , I and you 
tlncc, to the Sultan.” They replied, “ By all manner of means , 
let us wend to the Sovian.” So the four hied forth, the three 
Piinces and the Cameleer, and ceased not faring till they reached 
the capital of the King. There they took seat without the wall 
to lest for an horn's time, and piesently they aiose and pushed into 
the city and came to the loyal Palace. Then they ciaved leave of 
the Chnmbeilains, and one of the Eunuchs caused them enter and 
signified Lo the soveieign that the thiee sons of such-and-such a 
Sultan had made act of picsence. So he bade them be set befoie 
him and the four went in and saluted him, and piayed for him and 
he letutned Lheir salams. He then asked them, “ What is it hath 
hi ought you luthei and what may yc want in the way of enquiry?” 
Now the first to speak was the Cameleei, and he said, “O my lord 
the Sultan j vculy these tlnce men have canied off my camel by 

pi oof of their own speech ”-And Shahva'/ad peiceived the dawn 

of day and felt silent and ceased saying hei peimitted say. Then 
quoth her sister Dunya/ad, “Plow sweet and tasteful is thy tale, 
O sister mine, and enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, “And 
wheie is this compaied with that I would lolatc to jou on the 
coining night an the Sovran suffer me to suivive?” Now when 
it was the next night and that was 

ftTljc CTlitrc IjBiidncti mrtJ dnMty.fu-crt 

Dunyazad said to her, “Allah, upon thee, 0 my sister, an thou 
be olhci than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut shoi t 

the watching of this our lattei night” She leplied:-With 

love and good will! It hath leached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
dncctor, the nght-guiding loid ot the rede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fair seeming and woithy cclcbutmg, that the Cameleer 
came forwaid between the Sultan’s hands, and said, “O my lord, 
verily these men have earned nway the camel which betongelh to 

1 This is the modem version of the laic which the author of “ Zodig” has 
made familial (o Em ope- The hero is hi ought before the King and Queen of 
Jlabylon for stealing a lioise and a dog ; and, when held by the chief “ Destonr ” 
(priest) Lo be n thief, justifies himself I have given 111 full the older history from 
Tab.m, the hisLonan (visit A 1 ). 839-923). F01 the traded (“P.iggi ”) and the ait 
of tracking, see Sind Revisited, 1. 180-183. I must again uxpiess my wonder that 
the mini police of Europe still disdain the =ci vices of tiamed dogs when these me 
about to be introduced into the army. 
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me, 1 foi they have indeed described him and ihe but then he hoie 
And I requiie oF oui loid the Sullan that he take from these 
wights and deliver to me the camel which is mine, as pioved by 
then own words.” Presently asked the Sultan, “What say ye to 
the claims of this man and the camel belonging to him?” I'leieto 
the Princes made answci, “l»y Allah, O King of the Age, we 
have not seen the camel, much less have we stolen him." 
Theieupon the Cameleet exclaimed, “0 my lord, I heard yonder 
one say thal the beast was blind of an eye, and the second said that 
he was tail-less, and the thud said that half his load was of som 
stuff and the olhei half was of sweet .stuff.” They leplied, “Ttue, 
wc spake these words”, and the Sullan cried to them, “Ye have 
jnulomed Lite beasL by this pi oof” They rejoined, “No, by Allah, 
O my loul. We sat us in such a place for icpose and lcfieshment 
and we lomaiked that some of the pastille had been gin/cd down, 
so we said .—This is the grazing of a camel, and he must have 
been blind of one eye as the glass was eaten only on one side. 
But ns foi our saying that be was tail-less, we noted the (hoppings 
lying heaped 2 3 upon the giound, which made us agiee that the tail 
must have been cut off, it being the custom of camels nt such 
times to whisk their tails and scatlci the dung abioad. So ’lavas 
evident to us that the camel had lost his tail. But as foi oui saying 
that the load was half Il.ihva and half iTami/, we saw on the place 
whoic tlie camel had knelt the flies gathering in great munbeis 
while on the othci was none. so Lhe case was deal to us (as flies 
settle on naught save Lite sugaicd) thal one of the panniers must 
have contained sweets and the olhei sou is.” Ifcaung this the 
Sultan said to the Cameleer, “O man, fare thee foi Hi and look 
aftei thy camel; foi these signs and tokens piove not the theft of 
these men, but only the powei of then intellect and their pene- 
tialioii."” And when the Cameleer heiud Lius, he went Ins 
ways. Piesently the Sultan denied a place in the palace and 
allotted it to the Primes for their cnleitainmenl Jie also di ice ted 
they be supplied with a banquet, and the eunuchs did his bidding; 


1 Arab “HM'i'-niymMi. I have already noticed that this is the Egypt 
foim anil the Nilules often turn the 'Ayn mlo an II, e.q, liitahl foi Ihla'sit, 
AsU-Shnlxtkdh bUalil as-Huyd, thy net fot (idling (Spitu ltcy, Conte-, Aiubes 
Modeines, p 43 ) 

2 Audi. “ iMnkahbat) " ; pi op. vaulted, aichcd, <Um»ol m Kuliluh (ov cupoU)- 
sliapo. 

3 Aiab. “ FuAmIi ” “ Science'. me of throe LiimI** { ouc the science of l'\iilh, 

another the science of Physiognomy (Eirasah),and anothei the Miciu.e of llic Hotly; 
but unless thcic be (lie science of Physiognomy, olhei science availah mu." So 
.says “ The Forty Vc/ns”: Lady’s vi‘h sloiy and Ve/u’s xx.u* 1 stoiy. l<oi a note 
on “ Fn.isMi," sec night decck.\\ii. 
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but when it was eventide, and supper was served up, the trio 
sat down to it purposing to cat. The eldest, however, having 
bent in band a bannock of bread, exclaimed, “By Allah, veiily 
this cake was baked by a woman in her ailment 1 ” The cadet, 
tasting a bit of kid, exclaimed, "This lad was suckled by a bitch”; 
and the youngest exclaimed, "Assuredly this Sultan must be a son 
of shame, a bastard.” All this was said by the youths what while 
die Sultan had hidden, himself in order to hear and to piofit 
by the Princes’ words So he waxed wroth, and entered hastily, 
ctying, “What be these speeches ye have spoken?” They leplied, 
"Concerning all thou hast heard, enquire within and thou wilt 
find it wholly true,” The Sultan then entered his women’s apart¬ 
ments, and, alter inquisition, found that the woman who had 
kneaded the biead was in her sickness. He then went forth 
and summoned the head shepherd, and asked him concerning 
the kid he had butcheied. He replied, “By Allah, 0 my lord, 
the nanny-goat that bare the kid died, and we found 
none other in milk to suckle him; but I had a bitch that had just 
pupped and her have I made noun&h him.” The Sultan lastly 
hent his sword in hand and pioceeded to the apartments of the 
Sulliinah mothei and cried, “By Allah, unless thou aveil my 
shame 1 we will cut thee clown with this scynntai! Say me whose 
son am I?” She leplied, “By Allah, 0 my child, indeed false¬ 
hood is an excuse, hut fact and Uuth are 11101c saving and superior. 

Verily thou art the son of a cook!”-And Shahrazad was 

surprised by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased £0 say her 
permitted say. Then quoth her sistei Dunyazacl, “How sweet 
is thy story, O sislcr mine, and how enjoyable and delectable I ” 
Quoth she, " And where is this compared with that I would relate 
to you on the coming night, an the King suffer me to survive?” 
Now when it was the next night and that was 

(JLtje Cfjrcc. fyunUrcH anft Cljii't^ueconH Biff [if, 

Dunyazad said to her, "Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou be 
othei than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this oui latter night I” She replied:-With love 

and good will ! Tl hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
director, the light-guiding lord of the lede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fair-seeming and worthy celebrating, that the Sultan’s 
mother said to him, "Veiily thou art a cook’s son. Thy sire could 

1 Arab. "In km Uuiild (a_v) K.\yiu=/i?. unless thou oppose my forming 
or composition. 
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noL begot boy-childtcn and I bare him only a single daughter 
But it so foi limed that the kitchcnci’s wife lay in of a boy (to 
wit, thyself); so we gave my gul-habc to the cook and took thee 
as the son of the Sultan, (heading for the lealm after thy sne’s 
death.” The King went foith ftom his mother in astonishment at 
the pcnetiation of the ihiee youths and, when he had taken seat 
in his palace, he summoned the tuo and as soon as they appealed 
he asked them, “ Which of you was it that said ■—She who 
kneaded the biend was unwell?” Quoth the eldest, “That was 
I ”; and quoth the King, “ What led thee to suspect that she was in 
her sickness?” He ipplied, “O my loid, when I took the bannock 
and btoko off a bitlock, the flout fell out in lumps. 1 Now had the 
kneadei been well, hci stiength of hand would have lcmninccl, and 
the bread would have been wiought by all the veins; hut, when 
she became unwell hci powets were mimsbed, foi woman’s foicc 
is in hci hands; and as soon as the period comoth upon them 
thcii strength is lost. Their bodies contain thicc hundied and 
sixty veins all lying haul by one another and the catamenia 
flowelh ftom them all; hence thcii force bccomelh feeble¬ 
ness. And this was my ptoof of the woman which was m 
this case” Quoth the Sultan, “’Tis well. We accept as certain 
thy saying upon this evidence, foi it is agiceablc to man’s undei- 
standing not can any ehalienge it ; this being from the powci of 
insight into the condition of womankind And we arc assured 
of its sooth fast ness, foi ’tis evident to us without, concealment 
But which is he who said of the kid’s meat that the beast was 
suckled by a bitch? What pioof had he of this? How did he 
learn it and whence did Ins intelligence disrovei it to him ? ” Now 
when the deceased Sultan’s second son heaid tlic.se words, he made 
answer “ I, O King of the Age, am he who said that say 1 ” The 
King jeplicd, “’Tis well”; and the Pntice lcsumcd, “O my loid, 
that which showed me the maltei of the meat which was to us 
hi ought is as follows. I found the fat of the kid all haul by the 
bone, and I knew that the beast had sucked bitch’s milk; foi the 
flesh of dogs belli outside and then fat is on their bones, whcieas 
in sheep and goats the fat lieth upon the meat. Such, then, was 
my pioof wheiem tlieie is 1101 doubt 1101 hesitation, and when 
thou shall have made question and enquiiy thou wilt find this to 
be fact.” Quoth the Sultan, “’Tis well! Thou bast spoken truth, 
and whatso thou sayest is soothfast. But which is ho who declined 

1 Aral) " Farafish,*' a wont which T cannot line! in the dictionary, and so 
translate according to the context. Dr. Slemgnss lenuiks dial the neaicst appioacli 
lo il would he " I'wrafik ” (plur. of Furf.tk) = fine, thin 01 soft bread. 
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that I am a bastaid, and what was his proof, and what sign in me 
exposed it to him?" Quoth the youngest Prince, “I am he who 
said it” And the Sultan lejoined, “There is no help.but that 
thou piovide me with a proof." The Prince icjoined, “’Tis well!” 

-'And Shahia/ad peiceivcd the dawn of day and Fell silent and 

ceased saying hei peimitted saj'. Then quoth her sistei Dunyazad, 
“ How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, 0 sister mine, and enjoyable 
and delectable!” Quoth she, “And where is this compaied with 
that I would 1 elate to you on the coining night an the Sovian suffer 
me to suivivc ?” Now when it was the next night and that was 

(ILf)c Cljicc nntf fljirti 

Dunyazad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my MStei, an thou 
lie other than sleepy, finish fui us thy tale that we may cut shod 

the watching of this out lattei night!" She leplied :-With 

love and good will ! It hath icached me, 0 auspicious King, 
the director, the light-guiding lord of the rede which is benefiting 
and of deeds faii-seeimng and w01 thy cclebiating, that the 
youngest Prince said to the Sultan, “0 my laid, I have evidence 
that thou ait the son of a cook and a base-born, in that thou 
didst not sit at meat with us and this was mine all-sufficient 
evidence. Every man hath thiee propel ties winch he mheuteth 
at times fioin lus father, at limes from his maternal uncle, and 
at times fiom his mothci. 1 Fiom his siic cometh geneiosity 01 
niggardness, fiom liis uncle courage or cowaidice; from his mother 
modesty 01 immodesty, and such is the proof of every man.” Then 
quoth to him the Sultan, “Sooth thou speakest; but say me, men 
who like you know ah things thoroughly by evidence and by your 
powers of ponetiation, what cause have they to come seeking 
inbitration at my hand? Beyond yoms there be no incieasc of 
intelligence. So faic ye foith fiom me and manage the matter 
amongst youisclves, for ’tis made palpable to me by yom own woids 
that naught remameth to you .save to speak of mysterious 
subjects. 3 Nor have I tire capacity to adjudge between you 


1 See in the “ Tmhish Tales," by I’elis do la Cioix (Weber, Tales of the East, 
vol iii 196), the Ihstoiy of the Suplu of Baghdad, wlicic cvciything leluins to (or 
resembles) its origin Thus the Wayir who pioposcd to cut up a cnminal and hang 
him m the sham hies, was the self-convicted son of a butcher; he who advised 
hulling him down and giving Ins flesh to the dogs was the issue of a cook, and the 
thiul who pioposcd lo paidon luin was nobly bom. See p 372, post. 

^ Arab “Al-Mafyaat," lit. =a shady place; a locality wheicupon the sun 
does not use. 
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after that which I have heard from you. In fine, an ye possess 
any document drawn up by your she before his decease, act 
accoidmg to it and contrary it not.” Upon this the Piinces 
went forth from him and made foi their own countiy and 
city, and did as their father had bidden them do on his death-bed. 
The eldest enthroned himself as Sultan ; the cadet assumed 
possession and management of the moneys and tiensures, and 
the youngest took to himself the camels and the hoiscs and the 
beeves and the muttons. Then each and every was indeed equal 
with Ins co-partnei m the gathenng of good. But when the 
new year came, there befell a thought among the beasts, and all 
belonging to the youngest biolhei died, not hart lie aught of 
piopeity left: yet his spiut brooked not to take anything from 
lus biethien or even to ask of them aught. This, then, is the 
Tale of the King of Al-Yaman in its enlnely; yet is the Story 
of the Three Shaipcrs 1 more wondrous and maivcllous than that 

just lecountcd-And Shahiazad was suipiised by the dawn of 

day and fell silent and ceased to say her peunitted say. Then 
quoth hei sister Dunyazad, “IIow sweet is Lhy sloiy, O sister 
mine, and how enjoyable and delectable I ” Quoth she, “And 
where is this compaied with that I would ielate to you on the 
coming night, an the King suffer me to survive." Now when it was 
the next night and that was 

Cljvee tytmtoeto null JHUrM, 

Dunyazad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my hisl.01, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short the 

watching of this oui latter night.” She replied :-“With love and 

good will 1 It hath 1 cached me, 0 auspicious King, the diicetor, 
the right-guiding loid of the lede which is benefiting and of deeds 
fair-sccming and woithy celebrating”; and she began to leeount 


I Arab. “ Ja'ldiyah,*’ a favourite word in this MS. “ Jn’ad ’’=a curl, a 
liberal man. Ja'ad nl-yad=vniserly, and Abu ja'dah = father of rutli=a wolf. 
Scott (passim) tianslales the word “ Sharper " ; Gore Ousclcy “ Labmuer " ; and 
De Sacy (Chi c->lo-innthie, ii, 369 ), who derives it fjoni Juki = avoir tes chcvcu.x 
crifits . in Egypt, horn me de la populace , canaille. He finds it in the Fnbricu 
Lingua 1 . Arab, of Germanns of Sile-iia (p. 7ftfi)=ignAvn, iu-hes, stnpvlus, 
esp. a coward. Ibiahim Salamah of Alexandria makes the teun signify in 
Syria, impudent, thieving, wicked S pitta Iky translates tins woid musk ten 
ambulant in his Gloss, to Contes Ar.ihes, p. 171 Aceoiding to Di. Stei’ngass, 
who, with the Muhlt al-MsihU, reads “ i\i’aydi>ab,’ 3 ju’ayd is said to 
be the P N of an Egyptian clown, who, with hell-hung cap and tamhouimo in 
hand, wandered about the streets singing laudatoiy doggtel and peslcung the folk 
for money. Many vagabonds who adopted this calling wcie named afiei linn, and 
the word was generalised in that, sense. 
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THE STORY OF THE THREE SHARPERS . 1 2 


Saying, Verily their adventure is wonchous and their actions 

delightsome and maivellous, picscntly adding-There weie 

in time of yore tlnee Sharpers who were wont every day in early 
morning to pi owl foith and to prey, rummaging 3 4 among the 
mounds which outlay the city. Therein each would find a silver bit 
of five parahf. or its equivalent, after which the tiio would foigather 
and buy whatso sufficed them for supper; they would also expend 
two Nusfs” upon Bast/ which is Bhang, ancl puichase a waxen 
tapci with the othei stiver bit. They had hired a cell in the flank 
of a Wukalah, a caravanserai without Lite walls, where they could 
sit at ease to solace themselves and eat their Hashish aftei lighting 
the candle and enjoy their intoxication and consequent meiriment 
till the noon o’ night. Then they would sleep, again awaking 
at day-dawn when they would arise ancl seek for spoil, according 
to their custom, and ransack the heaps where at times they 
would hit upon a silvcrling of five dirhams and at other limes .a 
piece of four; and at eventide they would meet to spend together 
the daik hours, and they would expend eveiything they came 
by every day. For a length of time they puisued this path 
until, one day of the days, they made for the mounds as was 
their wont and went round scaiching the heaps fioin morning 
to evening without finding even a half-paiall ; wheiefore they 
were troubled and they went away and nighted in theii cell 
without meat or diink. When the next day bioke they aiose 
and lepaired for booty, changing the places whciein they weie 
wont to foiage, but none of them found aught; and their breasts 
were stiaitened for lack of a find of diihams wherewith to buy 
them supper. This lasted for tlnee full-told and following days, until 
hunger waxed hard upon them and vexation ; so they said one to 


1 MS. vol. iii pp, 96-121. Scott, “ Story of the Three Sharpers arid the 
Sultan,' 1 pp. 7-17 ; Gaultier, ILsloite des hois pious ct d'un Slt/than, vi. 165-176. 

2 Aral). Ynsrnbu = roaming, especially at early dawn ; lienee the wolf is called 
“ SirhAn," and Yaklishu (if I lead it aright) is from f Knlsli, and equivalent to 
“ kicking " (their heels) 

3 Nusf^lialf a dirham, drachma or franc, see nights xxxviii. and devii. 

4 Bast, a pieparation of Bhang ( Cannahi r Saliva), known in Egypt but not 
elsewhere ■ see Lane, M. E , chapt. xv. Here it is made synonymous with 
“ Hashish "—Bhang in general. 
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other, “Go we to the Sultan and leL us seive him with a sleight, 
and each of us Llnce shall claim to be mastci of some craft; 
haply Allah Almighty may incline his hcait us winds and he may 
laigcsse us with something to expend upon our necessities.” 
Accordingly, all three agieed to do on this wise and they sought 
the Sultan whom they found in the palace-garden. They asked 
leave to go in to him, but the Cliambeilains icfused admission: 
so they stood afar olf unable to approach the picscnec. Then 
quoth they one to olhei, “'T were bettet we Fall to and each smite 
his comiadc and cry aloud and make a clamour, 1 ancl as soon 
as he shall hc.11 us lie will send to summon us,” Accoidmgly, 
they jostled one anoLhci and each took to flapping his fellow, 
making the while loud ouiuies. The Sultan hcaimg this tuimoil 
said, “filing me yonder wights”; and the Chamberlains ami 
ftunuchs inn out to them and seized them and set them between 
the hands of the .Servian. As soon as Llicy stood m the picsence 
lie asked them, “What be the cause of yom wiath one against 
olhei?” They nnsweicd, “0 King of the Age, we aie past 
masters of ciafts, each of us wieling an especial art.” Quoth 
the Sultan, “What be youi ciafts?” and quoth one of the tuo, 
“O our loid, as for my art I am a jcwcllci by tiadc ” r i'he King 
exclaimed, “Passing stiange ! a sharper and a jeweller 3 : this is a 

wondious mattei.” And lie questioned the second-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased 
saying her permitted say. Then quoth hci sister Dunyarad, “I-Iow 
sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sisIcl mine, and enjoyable and 
delectable!” Quoth she, “And where is this compared with that 
I would iclatc to you on the coming night an die Sovran suffei me 
to survive?” Now when it was the next night which was 

Gtbc CDvfc £)iniBrctf anti CfjirtaTrffj) 

Dunyarad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish foi us thy talc that wc may cut 

short the watching of this our latter night." She replied:-With 

love and good will 1 It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, 
the diiector, Lhc right-guiding loid of the rede which is benefiting 

1 Ghaushah, a Peisianism for Which " Ghauglid ” isamoie common form. 
“ Gli.uish " is a tice of haul wood wheicnf musical inslmmcnts wcie made hence 
the mod wouk " Gliasha " and “ Ghaivwasha " =he pmriitcori a sound, and 
“ Ghaushah ” = tumuli, quanel. According to Di Slemgass, the synnn, iix life 
native diets aie “ Klus/un,' 1 “ Lnghat," "Johiliali," etc 

2 Said uonui, the jcivcUci being held Vo lie one of the dishonest classes, like 
the washerman, the watci-earner, the garden or, etc. The Ai.ib, lias “ Janhai-ji," 
a Turkish form for Jaulmn ; and here “janhar" apparently means a pearl, the 
stone once peculiar lo royally in Peisia, lmt the Ictnd of gem is lelt mulclcimmcd. 
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and of deeds fair-seeming and worthy celebrating, that the Sultan 
asked the second Shaipci, saying, “And thou, the other, what may 
be thy craft?” He answeicd, “I am a genealogist 1 of the horse 
kind" So the King glanced at him in suipnse, and said to 
himself, “A shaiper, yet he claimcth an astounding knowledge.” 
Then he left him, and put the same question to the third, 
who said to him, "O King of the Age, veuly my art is more 
wondious and niaivellous than aught thou hast hcaul Horn these 
twain ■ their ciaft is easy but mine is such that none save I can 
diseovei the light dnection thereto 01 know the fust of it fioni the 
last of it ” The Sultan enquired of him, “ And what be thy 
ciaft?” Wheicto he replied, “My ciaft is the genealogy of the 
sons of Adam.” Hearing these woids the Sovian xvondeicd with 
extreme wondciment and said in himself, “Veuly >Ie infomieth 
with His sccicts the humblest of His eiealuics 1 Assuredly these 
men, an they speak truth m all they say and it prove soothfast, 
aie fit foi naught except kingship. But I will keep them by inc 
until the ocouiicnco of some nice contingency wheicm I may test 
them; then, if they appiove themselves good men and trustworthy 
of wotd, I will leave them on life; but if their speech be lying I 
will do them die” Upon this he set apait foi them apaitments 
and tationcd them with three* cakes of biead and a dish of lonst 
meat 9 and set over them his sentinels,' clieading lest they fly. This 
case continued foi a while, till behold, theie came to the Sultan 
fiom the land of 'Ajam a piesent of tat Uics. among which were 
two gems, whereof one was clear of water and the otlici was clouded 
of coloui n The Sultan hent them in hand for a time, and fell to 
considering them straitly for the space of an hour, after which he 
called to mind the fust of the tluce Sharpcis, the self-styled 
jewel lei, and cued, “Biing me the jewcllei-imn! ” Accoidingly, 
they went and bioughl him and -set him befoie the Sovran, who 
asked him, “O man, art thou a lapidaiy?” And when the Shaiper 
answeicd, “Yes,”- he gave linn the cleat-wateied stone, saying, 

“What may he the juice of this gem?”-And Shahuuad was 

surprised by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to say 
hei permitted say. Then quoth hei sister Dunya/ad, “How 
sweet is thy stoiy, O sistei mine, and how enjoyable and 
delectable ’" Quoth she, “And wheie is this compared with that I 
would 1 elate to you on the coming night, an tire Sovran suffer me 
to smvive." Now when it was the next night and that was 

t Aub 11 Sftzn, yashu,” nor n dictionary word PeiJiaps it is a clerical error 
for “ Sas.i,’' he gloomed or hiokc m a lioise, hence understand all about lioises. 

2 In llic otijj. “ Shorbah,” Peis. — a nie'-s of pottage: I have alteicd it for 
reasons which will presently appeal 

3 Audi, “ Ciliabasah," fiom Ghab.ia=ubscme, diist-LOlomcd 
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Dunyazad said to hei, "Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be othei than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this our latter night I” She replied.-With love 

and good will 1 It haLh reached me, O auspicious King, the 
director, the right-guidmg loid of the ledc which is benefiting and 
of deeds fair-seeming and worthy celebiating, that the Sharper 
took the jewel in hand and turned it rightwaids and leftwards and 
considered the outside and pried into the inside, aftci which he 
said to the Sultan, “0 my loid, verily this gem contained! a 
worm 1 2 3 4 bred within the heart thereof” Now when the King heatd 
these words lie waxed wroth with exceeding wrath and commanded 
the man’s head to be stiickcn off, saying, "This jewel is clear of 
colour and free of flaw or other default ; yet thou charges! it 
falsely with containing a worm I " Then he summoned the Link- 
man 1 who laid hands on the Sharper and pinioned his elbows and 
trussed up his legs'* like a camel’s and was about to smite Ins neck, 
when behold, the Wnzir entered the presence and, seeing the 
Sovran in high dudgeon and the Sharper under the scymitai, asked 
what was to do. The Sultan related to him what had happened 
when lie drew neai to him and said, “O my lord, act not aftei 
this fashion 1 An thou determine upon the lulling of yonder man, 
fiist break the gem and, if thou find therein a worm, thou wilt 
know the wight’s woid to have been veridical; but an thou find it 
sound, then strike off his head.” “llight is thy lede,” quoth tire 
King: then Ire took in hand the gem and smote it with his 
mace, 1 and when it brake, behold, he found therein the woim 
sv-rmddfomosfc thereof. So he mwvvoUed at the sight and asked the 
man, “What proved to thee that iL haibouied a worm?” “The 
sharpness of my sight,” answered the Sharper. Then the .Sultan 
pardoned him, and admiting his powei of vision, adihessed his 
attendants saying, “ Bear him back to his conn ados and ration him 


1 Arab., M Susnh '’ = a weevil, a moth, a worm. It docs not mean simply a 
flaw, but a live animal (like our toads in the lock); and jn Uic populai veision of 
1 he talc, Ihe lapidary discover Us presence by the stone wanning in Jus band, 

2 Aiaij. “ Jfnslii'i'li," the cresset-bearei who acted hangman. .see vul. i, 
night xxv,, etc, 

3 Arab. “Ta’kU,” tying up a camel's foiclcg above the knee; the pvinnwy 
meaning of 'Aid, which lias so many sccondaiy significations. 

4 Arab. <c Snwan," lit. — lock, syenite, haul sloiu, (lint ; lino a miutccui de 

giiti-ie. 
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with a dish of loast meat and two cakes of blend ” And they did 
as he bade them. Aftei some time, on a day of the days, theie 
came to the King the tribute of ’Ajam-land accompanied with 
presents amongst which was a colt whose robe, black as night, 1 2 
showed one shade m the sun and another in the shadow. When 
the animal was displayed to the Sultan he fell m love with it and 
set apait foi it a stall, and solaced himself at all times by ga/mg 
at it, and was wholly occupied with it and sang its praises til! they 
filled the whole countiy side Presently he remembered the 
Sh.irpci who claimed to be a genealogist of the horse kind and 
bade him he summoned So they faicd forLh and bionght him 
and set him between the hands of the Sovian who said to him, 
"Ait thou he who knoweth the bleed and descent of hoises?” 
"Yea, venly,” said the man Then ciied the King, "By the tiutli 
of Him Who set me upon the necks of His scivants and Who sajeth 
to a thing‘Be' and iL hccometh, an I find aught of euoi ot con¬ 
fusion in thy woids, I will slnke off thy head.” “Hearkening and 
obedience,” quoth the Sharper. Then they led him to the colt 
that he might considei his genealogy He called aloud to the 

gioom, 3 -And Shalimzad peiceived the dawn of day and fell 

silent and ceased saying hei permitted say Then cjuoth her 
sister Dmij.i/ad, “How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, 0 sistei 
mine, and enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, "And whom is 
this compaied with that I would lolale to you on the coming night 
an the Sovran suffei me to sumvo?” Now when it was the next 
night and that was 


2Tf)e Clnce Jjiintiirtf anti Cljii't^tfcbnitl) iUifllit, 

Dunya/ad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be oihei than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that wc may cut shoit 

the watching of this om latter night'” She leplicd :-With 

lo\ e and good will! It bath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
diiectoi, the light-guiding loid of the lede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fan-seeming and woithy celebrating, that the Shaipet 
called aloud to the stimip-holdci, and when they brought him he 
bade the man back the colt foi Ins inspection. So he mounted 
the animal and made it pace to the light and to the left, causing it 
now to [nance and cmvet and then to step Jcisuidy, while the 


1 Ai.il). “ ITalik intensely black, so as to look blue urulci aceilain angle 
oflighl 

2 Ai.ib. " Uikak” ( —s.lmiq>) + “ cLu ” l'eis s-(holder). 
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connoisseur looked on, and after a time quoth he to the gioom, 
“’Tis enoughl” Then he went in to the picscnce, and stood 
between the hands of the King, who enquned, “What hast thou 
seen in the colt, O ICashinar 1 ?“ Replied the Slmipci, “By Allah, 
O King of the Age, this colt is of puie and noble blood 011 the 
side of the sue. Its action is excellent, and all its qualities aie 
praiseworthy save one, and but foi this one ii had been perfect 
in blood and bleed, nor had there been on earth’s face its fellow 
in hoiscflcsh. But its blemish icmaincth a seciel.” The Sultan 
asked, “And what is the quality which thou blamcst?” Ariel the 
Shat per answered, “Its sire was noble, but its dam was of othci 
iti am She it was that bi ought the blemish, and if thou, 0 my 
lord, allow me, I will notify it to thee” *‘Tis well, and needs 
must thou deelaie it," quotli the Sultan. Then said the Sh.upei, 
“Its dam is .> bulfalo-cow. 9 ” When the King Ueaul these wouls, 
he was wioth with wrath exceeding, and he bade the Linkman 
take the Shaipei and behead him, eiying, “0 dog 1 0 accmsed! 
How can a buffalo-cow beai a home?” The Sinn pci icplied, “0 
my loid, the Linkman is 111 the picscnce; but send and fetch him 
who bi ought thee the colt, and of him make enquiry. If my woids 
prove true and lightly placed, my skill shall be slablished, but 
an they be lies, let my head pay foifeit for my Longue, Heie 
siandeth the Linkman, and I am between thy hands. Thou hast 
but to bid him sLnkc off my head.” Thctcupon tiie King sent 
for the owner and breedei of the coll, and they brought him to the 

piesenee-And Shallra/ad was suipiisod by the dawn of day 

and fell silent and ceased to say hci peiimttecl say. Tlicn quoth 
hei sister Dunya/ad, “How sweet is thy story, O sislei mine, and 
how enjoyable and delectable' ” Quoth she, “ And wheic is this 
compated with that I would lelate to you on the coming night, 
an the Sovran suffer me to survive?” Now when it was the next 
night and that was 


1 1 have uimckcd diclionaiies and vocabulanes, but the wonl js h mcie 
blank 

2. AiaI>* “ JAviusnh." These muks are believed m by the Arabs. Shaw 
and other travellers mention the Mam Unman “ Jumait,’ lire breed between .1 bull 
and a mare (oi jenny-ass) or an ass and a cosy. Italian disbelieved in live niongml, 
bolding it to be a ineiu bat Jem , got by a stallion hoisc out of an ,iss. Volume 
writes “Jumnrie," altei Get man fashion, and Lutie deuves it fiom jumcnt H- art 
(finale pejorative), 01 the Lnngucilnc “ Gnneie ” which uccoulmg io Die/.suggests 
“ Clumcera.” Even in London not many years ago a nude was exhibited us the 
issue ol a horse and a stag No Indian evui allows his colt Lo drink buffalo's 
milk, the idea being that a hoiso so fed will he down m, instead of fouling or 
■>w mulling, a stream. 
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Dunya/arl said to her, “Allah upon then, O my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut shoi t 

the watching of this oui latlei night 1” She lephed :-With 

love and good will' It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
clnectoi, the right-guiding lord of the lede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fail-seeming and worlhy celebrating, that the Sultan 
sent for the owner and brecdci of the colt and asked him saying, 
“Tell me the tiuth anent the blood of this colt, Didst thou buy 
it or bleed it so Lhat it was a ic.nlmg of thy homestead?” Said 
he, “ by Allah, 0 King of the Age, I will speak naught which is 
not sooth, foi indeed there hangeth by this <olt the stmngcst 
stoiy : weie it graven with gtaver-needles upon the eye-come is 
it had been a wanting to whoso would be warned. And this it is. 
I had a stallion of purest stiain whose sue was of the steeds of the 
sea 1 2 ; and he was stabled in a stall apait foi fear of the mil eye, 
his set vice being entiusted to trusty savants. But one day in 
.springtide the Syce took the horse into the open and them 
picquetted him when behold, a buffalo-cow walked into the 
enclosed pasture wheic the stallion was telheicd, and seeing her 
he brake his heel-ropes and rushed at hoi and coveted her. She 
conceived by him and when hei days wete completed and her 
throwing-time came she suffered soic pains and bare yondei coll. 
And all who have seen it or have homd of it weic astounded,” said 
lie, picscntly adding, “by Allah, 0 King of the Age, had its dam 
been of tire maie-knrd the colt would have had no equal on earth’s 
suifacc or aught appioaching it." Iieioat the Sultan look thought, 
and marvelled; then, summoning the Slraipei, he said to him 
when piesent, “0 man, thy speech is tine, and thou art indeed a 
genealogist in hoiseflesh, and thou wottcsl it well But I would 
know what piovcd to thee that the dam of this colt was a 
buffalo-cow ?" Said he, “ 0 King, my pi oof thereof was palpable, 
nor can it be concealed from any wight of light wits and intelligence 
and special knowledge, foi the hoise’s hoof is lound, whilst the 
hooves of buffaloes are elongated and duck-shaped, 3 and hereby I 
kenned that this colt was a jumait, the issue of a cow-buffalo." 
The Sultan was pleased with his woids, and said, “ .Ration him 
with a plate of toast meat and two calces of bioad"; and they did 


1 See Sind bad the Seaman, night dxl. 

2 Arab. “ Muballnl ’’ fioin lull = a duck : 111 Peisui the Batt-i-AJay is a wine- 

glnis shaped like the duck. Scott (vi. 12) translates “ thick and longi.ih.' 1 
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as they were bidden. Now for a length of time the third Shaipei 
was foigotten, till 011c day the Sultan bethought him of the man 
who could explain the genealogy of Adam's sons. So he bade 
fetch him, and when they biought him into the presence he said, 
“Thou ait he who knowest the caste and descent of men and 
women?” And the othei said, “Yes.” Then he commanded the 
eunuchs take him to his wife , 1 and place linn befoie her and cause 
him declare her genealogy. So they led him 111 and set him 
standing m hci piesence, and the Shaipei considered het foi a 
while, looking fiom light to left; then lie fated loith to the 
Sultan, who asked him, “What hast ihou seen in ihc Queen?" 
Answered he, “ 0 my lotd, I saw a somewhat adorned with 
loveliness and beauty anti pci Act giaeo, with fail slatuie of sym¬ 
metrical tiace and with modesty and fine manners and skilful case; 
and she is 011c in whom all good qualities appeal on evciy side, 
nor is aught of accomplishments 01 knowledge concealed from 
her, and haply in hm con he all desirable attributes. Nathele&s, 
O King of the Age, thcie is a ciiiioufa point that dishonometh 
her fioin the which weie she ftee none would outshine hci of all 
the women of her generation.” Now when the Sultan heard the 
woids of the Sharper, he spuing hastily to his feet and clapping 

band upon hilt baicd liis brand and fell upon the man pm posing 

to slay him;-And Slmhta/ad peieeived the dawn of day and 

fell silent and ceased saying her pci milted say. Then quoth hot 

sister Dunya/ail, “ How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sister 
mine, and enjoyable and delectable!" Quoth she, “And whuie is 
this compared with that I would relate to you 011 the coming 
night an the Sovian suflci me to suivive?” Now when it was 
Lhe next night and that was 

®l>e ®|>m V)tniljvctJ h>iXj <S!)ivtjunint|) JljJifi&t, 

Dunyazad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish foi us thy talc that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this our latter night 1 ” She icphod .-With love 

and good will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
director, the right-guiding loul of lire iede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fan-seeming and woithy celebialing, tliaL the Sultan 
fell upon the Shaipei with his sword purposing to slay bun, but 
the Chamberlains and the Kunuchs pi evented him, saying, “O oui 
lord, kill him not until his falsehood or his fact shall have been 


I Aiab. “ las IJtuiin " , see nights \vn. and cclwxii. 
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made manifest to thee.” The Sultan said to him, “ What then 
appeared to thee in my Queen?” “He 1 is feily fair," said the 
man, “but his mother is a dancing-giil, a gypscy 2 ” The fury of 
the King incieased hercat and he sent to summon the inmates of 
his haiem and ciied to lus Hither-in-law, “Unless thou speak me 
sooth concerning thy daughtei and hei descent and hei mother, 

I- 3 ” He lcphed, “ By Allah, O King of the Age, naught saveth 

a man save soothfastness! Hei mother indeed was a Ghd/Jyah . 
in past time apaily of the tube was passing'by my abode when 
a young maid strayed fiom her fellow^ and was lost. They asked 
no questions concerning hei y so I lodged her and bred hei in my 
homestead till she giew up to be a great girl anti the fairest of hei 
time. My head would not biook her wiving with any ollici; so I 
wedded her and she baie me this daughter whom thou, 0 King, 
hast espoused" When the Sultan hcaid these words the flame 111 
his heart was quenched , 1 and he uondeied at the subtlety of the 
Shatpei man, so he summoned him and asked him saying, “O 
wily one, tell me what certified to thee that my Queen had a 
dauemg girl, a gypsey, to mot hei ? ’’ He answcied, “O King of 
the Age, verily the Gha/iynh lace hath eyeballs intensely black 
and bushy blows wheions othei women than the Ghnnyah have 
the revei se of this." On such wise the King was convinced of the 
man's skill and he cried, “Ration him with a dish of ioast meat 
and two scones.” They did as he bade and the thiee Shaipeis 
tairied with the Sultan a long time till one day, when the King 
said to himself, “Veuly these thiee men have by thoii skill solved 
evuiy question of genealogy which I pioposed to them: first, the 
jewellei pioved lus poifect knowledge of gems; secondly, the 
genealogist of the hoise-kind showed himself as skilful, and the 
same was the case with the genealogist of mankind, for he dis¬ 
covered the otigin of my Queen and the truth of lus words 
appeared fiom all quarleis. Now ’tis my desire that he do the 
same with me that I also may know my piovenance.” Accord¬ 
ingly, they set the man between his hands and he said to him, “0 
fellow, hast thou the power to tell me mine origin ? ” Said the 
Shat per, “Yes, O my lord, I can trace thy descent, but I will so do 
only upon a condition; to wit, that thou piomise me safety 0 aftei 

1 Again fin .she See vol. ii night l\\i 

2 A1 ah. " Gliii/iynli ” fin (he plui “Gha'v.vi” see vol ». ni^hl wii; also 
L.111C. M Ii, iiules vimid “Gharceyehs ” 

3 The figure juolhesvs without apudasis, Understand “ wilt slay llicc “ v sec 
night duu 

4 Because Lire gnl had not bcui a professional dancer, t.e a public prostitute, 

5 Arab, “ Aman ” = quarter, rneiov * ''-x. vol. 1. nighl -uvu. 
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what I shall have told thee, foi the saw saith.—Whilst Sultan 
sitteth on throne Vaie his despite, inasmuch ns none may be con¬ 
tumacious -when he saith ‘Smile.’” Thereupon the Sultan told 
him, “Thou hast a promise of immunity, a pionu&e which shall 

ncvei be fa bed.”-And Shalna/ad was sui prised by the dawn of 

clay and fell silent, and ceased to say hei pei nulled say. Then 
quoth her sistei Dunyarad, “ How sweet is thy story, O sister mine, 
and how enjoyable and delectable ! ” Quoth she, “ And where is 
ibis compared with that I would 1 elate to you on the coining night 
an the Sovran suffer me to sinvivc?” Now when it was the next 
night, and that was 

Cljc QTJjitt IpimUfl) aniJ JTovticty JRifl&f, 

Dunya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
othei than sleepy, finish for ns thy tale that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this our lallei night I" She replied -With love 

and good will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
directoi, the right-guiding, loid of the ledo which is benefiting 
and of deeds fair-seeming and woithy colebuiling, that the .Sultan 
pledged Ins woid for the safety of the Shaipei with the customaiy 
keichief 1 2 3 4 and the man said, “0 King of the Age, whenas I acquaint 
thee with thy loot and blanch, let it be between us twain lest 
these pioseiit hem us" “Wherefore O man?” asked the Sultan, 
and the Shat pci answeiod, “0 my loid, Allah of All-might hath 
among His names ‘The Vciler, a ’” whetefuje the King bade his 
(.'hambcilains and Eunuchs letiic, so that none lemained in the 
place save those two. Then the .Shinper came foiwaid, and said, 
“O my loid, thou art a son of shame and an issue of aduUeiy.” 
As soon as the King hen id these voids his ease changed and his 
colour waved van ami bis limbs fell loose.” He foamed at the 
mouth', he lost heanng and sight, he became as one diunken 
without wine and he fell fainting to the ground. After a while lie 


1 For the “ Aland!] ” of nicicy see vol l. night \\\ih, ; for Unit of dismissal, 
night m. and Ibn Khali iv. 211. In bpitla llcy’s “(Joules Aialies” (|> 223), I 
find throwing ihc keichief (taraiuni.l sd liuhianiah) used in the old foi 111 ol choosing 
n mate, In the Talc of the Sultan or Al-Yam.in and his lluce Sons (see vol xi 
peii) vVic TuticC'Sls drop then Kerchiefs hjkih die head of llie Vriiu'e who had 
saved them, by way of ponding him out 

2 Aial) “Sallar” see niglds \sv and cwxv. 

3 In the IcaI “ Aigha " for “ Arkha "=*lu; “ lnajed " (like an ostrich, etc ) 
for “ his limbs relaxed " Ii lennnds one of Uu* (leiman missionary's fond address 
lu his flock, “ Aly jirellucn, let ns hi ay ! ’’ 

4 A\.\l> “Avlwd,” from %/ Zlnl (/iihd)=-fusmnng, fiolhing, cte , whence 
M /iihay dali,” etc. 
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rccoveifcd, and said to the Sharpei, “Now by the tmtli of Him 
who hath .set nie upon the necks of His scivants, an thy words be 
veridical, and I asceilam their sooth by pioof positive, I will 
assuiedly abdicate my Kingdom and lesign my lealni to thee, 
because none deserveth it save thou, and it becometh us least of 
all and every. But an I find thy speech lying 1 will slay thee” He 
icplied, “ Heating and obeying." And the Sovian, rising up without 
stay 01 delay, went inside to his mother with grip on glaive, and 
said to hei, “ By the truth of Him who uplifted the lift above the 
cailh, an thou answer me not with the whole truth in whatso I 
ask thee, I will cut thee to little bits witli this blade" She 
enquued, “Wlial dost thou want with me?" And he leplied, 
“Whose son am I, and what may be my descent?” She icjoined, 
“Although falsehood be an ext use, fact and truth arc superioi and 
more saving Thou ait indeed the very son of a cook The Sultan 
that was before thee took me to wife, and I cohabited with him a 
while of time without my becoming piegnant by him 01 having 
issue and he would mourn anti gtoau fiom the coie of his heait 
for that he had no seed, noi gill noi hoy; neithei could he enjoy 
aught of sweet food 01 sleep Now we had about the Palace 
many caged buds; and at last, one day of the days, the King 
longed to eat somewhaL of poultiy, .so he went into the comt and 
sent foi the Kitchenei to slnughtei 1 one of the fowls, and the 
man applied lnmsclf to catching it. At that time I had taken my 
first bath aftci the monthly ailment and quoth I to myself:—If 
this case continue with the King he will polish and the Kingdom 
pass’ fiom us. And the Shaytan tempted me to that which dis¬ 
pleased Allah.”-And Shahia/ad peiceived the dawn of day 

and fell silent and ceased saying her peimilted say Then quoth 
her sistei Dunya/ad, “How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sister 
mine, and enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, “And wheie is 
this compaied with (hat I would lelate to you on the coming night 
an the Sovran suffei me to survive?” Now when it was the next 
night and that was 

5Tf)c {trijvcc lj)imtucfi nntJ JToitp-lUfit 

Dnnyazad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be othci than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut slioit 
the watching of this oui latter night! ” She leplied:-With 

i Ai.il) i / “Zalih” (Zlili)- llie fCTeniomal killing of nmmals for food . sec 
nuftils chwiv and dccxc. I nun nolo as a pioof of how modern is the civili 7 .it ion 
of Kuiope, tint llie domestic fowl was unknown to IviuopetiN about the time of 
Pei ioles (ol> Ti.C 4-29) 
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love and good will! It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
directoi, the light-guiding, loid of the lede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fair-seeming and not thy celebialing, that the Queen con¬ 
tinued i-“And Satan tempted me and made the sin fait in my 

sight. So I went up to the Kitchener, attired and adorned as I was 
in my finest appaiel and I fell a-jesting with him and piovokmg 
him and disporting with him till his passions were excited by me* 
so he embraced me at that veiy hour, after which he aioxe and 
slaughtered one of the birds and went bis ways Then I bade the 
handmaids spiinkle water on the fowl and clean it and cook it, 
and they did my bidding. Aflei a while symptoms of piegnaney 
declaird themselves m me and became evident; and when the 
King heard that his Queen was with child, he waxed gladsome and 
joyful and gave alms and soattcicd gifts and bestowed robes upon 
his Oilmens of Estate and otheis til! the day of my delivery, and I 
bate a babe—which is thyself, Now at that lime the Sultan wa<j 
hunting and bnding and enjoying himself about the gaidens all of 
his plcnsme at the ptospecl of becoming a fathei , and when the 
bcniei of good news went to him and announced the birth of a 
man-child he hmlied back to me and forthright bade them decorate 
the capital and he found the icpoit true; so the city adorned itself 
foi forty days in honoui of its King. Such is my case and my 
talc. 1 ” Theieupon the King went foilh fiom hci to the Shaipei 
and bade him doff his dress, and when this had been done he 
doffed his own laiment and habited the man in loyal gear and 
hooded him with the Taylnsan 3 and asked him saying, “What 
proof hast thou of my being a son of adultery?” The Shaiper 
answeied, “ 0 my loid, my proof was thy bidding our being 
rationed, aftci showing the perfection of our skill, with a dish of 
loasL meal and two scones of biead ; wheieby I knew thee to be of 
cook's bleed, foi the Kings be wont in such case to make picsents 
of money and valuables, not of moat and biead as thou didst, .and 
this evidenced thee to be a bastaid King” He replied, “Sooth thou 
sayest,” and then robed him with the rest of his lobes, including the 
Kal.insun.ih oi loyal head-diess undet the hood ' 1 and seated him 

i See in “The Forly Vc/iis,” {Lady’s iv*h Tale) how Kln/i tells Iho King 
the oi iyin or lus Minisleis from the several punishments winch they propose foi 
tin pool man I lia\e noticed this before in night ccc.wxm. Boethius, lianslaled 
by Chaucei, explains the underlying idea, “All Uiyngcs sclcen ,iycn to hir piopre 
com mi and all thyngex rejoyxen m lm lelurmngc agayne lohir n.atme." 

. 2 l-'oi the Taylasan-hood sec vol. iii night cccl. 

3 'J lie “ Kainnsuwah "-tap js noted by Lane (A. N,, clm.pl. iii. 22) as 
" Kalensimeh.” In M E (Supplement 1. “The Copts”) he allcis the woid to 
Kal.is’weh and describes it as a xliip of woollen stuff, of u deep blue or black 
colom, about fom inches wide, attached beneath the Unhand and hanging down the 
back lo ihc length of about a foot II is the distinguishing nnuk ot the Coptic 
icgulai clergy. 
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upon the throne of his estate,-And Shahiazad was surprised 

by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to say her permitted 
say. Then quoth hei sister Dunyazatl, “How sweet is thy stoiy, 
0 sister mine, and how enjoyable and delectable 1 2 ” Quoth she, 
"And wheie is tins compared with that I would relate to you on the 
coming night, an the Son an suffei me to survive,” Now when it 
was the next night and that was 


ftljr GT&fce frmrtnrti anir JFpfhhgrcoirt JQj'gljt, 

Dunya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short the 

watching of this latter night 1 ” She replied 1-With love and 

good will I It hath leached me, O auspicious King, the diiector, 
the ught-guiding, lord of the icde which is benefiting and of deeds 
fair-seeming and worthy celcbiatmg, that the Sultan entlnoned 
the Shniper upon the tin one of estate and went forth from him 
after abandoning all his women to him and assumed the garb of a 
Danvaysh who wandeieth about the world and formally abdicated 
his dominion to his successor. But when the Shaiper-king saw 
himself in this condition, he lefiected and said to himself, 
“Summon thy whilome comrades and see whether they recognise 
thee 01 not” So he caused them be set before him and conversed 
with them ; then, pciceiving that none knew him, he gifted them 
and sent them to gang then gait. And he ruled his realm and bade 
and foibadc and gave and took away and was gtacious and gencious 
to eacli and evciy of Ins lieges, so that the people of that legion 
who were his subjects blessed lum and piayed for him. Such was 
the case with the Shat per, but as foi 


THE SULTAN WHO HATED FORTH IN THE HA TIT 
OF A BAR IVA YSH , 1 

He ceased not uayfanng, as become a wandeicr, till lie came to 
Caiio-' city, whose cucuit was a niaieh of two and a half clays, and 


1 W. M. MS. vol, iii pp. 121-141. Scott, “The Adventures of llie Abdicated 
Sultan," pp ih-iyj including the “ Ilistoiy of Malniinnnul, Sultnn of Caiio," 
pp. 20-30 

2 “ Kdhnnli " I repeat my belief (Pilgiinuge, i 171) that " Kaliiiah," 
■whence 0111 “Cano" through the Italian corniption, means not la victatense 
(Mediant aMsahuali) as D'lleibdot lias it , but City of Kiiliir or Mais the planet, 
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which then was ruled by hei own King Mohammed hight. He 
found the folk in safely and piospcuLy and good oidinance, and 
he solaced lumself by stiolling about the streets to the light 
and left, and he diverted his mind by consideung the crowds and 
(he woild of men contained m the capital, until he diew neai the 
palace, when suddenly he sighted the Sultan reluming fiom the 
chase and from taking his pleasure. Seeing this the Daiwaysh 
iclued to the wayside, and the King, happening to glance m that 
direction, saw him standing, and discerned in him the signs of 
formei piospeiity So he said to one of his suite, “Take yon man 
with thee and entoitain him till I send for him.” His bidding 
being obeyed, he cnteied the palace, and when lie had rested fioin 
the fatigues of the way he summoned the Lakh to the presence, 
and questioned him of his condition, saying, “Thou, hom what 
land art thou?” He responded, “O my lord, I am a beggar 
man ”, and the other tejoined, “There is no help but that thou 
loll me what biought thee hitliei ” The Daiwaysh tetoited, “O 
my loid, this may not be save in pitvacy,” and the othci exclaimed, 
“Be it so foi thee" The twain then arose and topaired *to a 
lcliiod room in the palace, and the Baku* iccountcd to the Sultan 
all Lliat had befallen hurt since llie loss of his kingship, and also 
how he, a Sultan, had given up the throne of his realm and had 
made himself a Daiwaysh. The Sovian mat veiled at his self- 
denial in yielding up the royal estate and cried, “Laud be to Him 
who degraded! and uptaiselh, Who honouiclh and humblclh by 
the wise oidinance of His All-might,” piesently adding, “0 
Danvaysh, l have passed Ihiough an adventure which is mai- 
\l11oiis , indeed, 'tis one of the Wondeis of the World 1 which I 
needs must ldatc to thee nor ftom thee withhold aught theieof.” 
And he fell to telling—-—And Shahia/ad peicoivod the dawn of 
day and foil silent and ceased saying her pci milled say. Then 
quoth her slslei Dunyazad, “ How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, 
O sister mine, and enjoyable and delectable |" Quoth she, “And 
wheic is Ihi.s compaicd with that I would relate to you on the 
coming night an the Sovian suffei me to survive?” Now when it 
was ihe next night and that was 


It was mi u.llul tiLcruisc as Richardson infoinrcd the wopd (j uh voce) iL was founded 
in A II 358 ( — A D. 968) wIilii the w.ulikc plaucL was in the ascendant by llie 
famous (uncial Juuhai, a Dalmatian renegade (not a “ Gicck slave ") foi llie hist 
of the l'\uimilc dynasty At-Mu'i/7 U T-tlim ’ll Ah 

1 Accmiling to Caussin tie Peiccval (pcie) in his tianslalion of the “Contes 
Aiabes," Llicie .ue foui wondeis in Hie Moslem wmld : (1) the l’h.uos of 
Alesandna ; ( 2 } tlae Budge of Banjul in Noilhein Sjij.i ; (3) The Cl mi eh of Knliah 
(1 iks-ii) ( and (4) the Amawi Mosque of Damascus, 
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dHic STfricc jj)tmtnrto anti /"oitp fljtrt 

Dunyazad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
othei than sleepy, finish foi us thy talc that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this oui lattei night! ” She replied .-With love 

and good will 1 2 It hath leached me, O auspicious King, the 
directoi, the nghl-gmcling, loid of the icde which is benefiting and 
of deeds faii-sccnnng and woithy celebrating, that the Iving fell to 
telling the beggai man 


THE HISTORY OP MO/IAMHED, SULTAHOF CAIRO. 

I iiiic.AN my careei in the world as a Daiway.sh, an asker, owning 
naught of the coni foils and conveniences of life, till at length, one 
day of the days, l became possessoi of just ten silverhngs 1 (and 
no more) which I resolved to expend upon myself. Accordingly, 
I walked into the J 3 azai purposing to puichaso somewhat of pro¬ 
vaunt. While I was looking aiound, I espied a man passing by 
and leading in an iion chain a dog-faced baboon, and crying 
“Hataj 3 ! this ape is for sale at the price of ten faddalis” The 
folk jibed at the man and jeeied at his ape, but quoth I to myself, 
“ Buy this beast and expend upon it the Len silverlings.” Accoid- 
ingly, I diew neai the seller and saicl to him, “Take these ten 
faddahs”; whereupon he took them and gave me the ape which I 
led to the cell wherein I dwelt. Then I opened the dooi and went 
in with my baigain, but began debating in my mind what to do, 
and said, “ How shall I manage a meal for the baboon and 
ni)self?” While I was considering, behold, the beast was suddenly 
tiansfoimcd, and became a young man fair of favoui, who had no 
equal in loveliness and stature and symmettic grace, pet feet as the 
moon at full on the fouiteenth night; and he addiessed me saying, 
“ O Shaykh Mohammed, thou hast bought me with ten faddahs, 
being all thou hadst and ait debating how we shall feed, I and 
thou.” Quoth I, “What ail thou?" and quoth he, “ Quciy me no 
questions, concerning whatso thou shalt see, for good luck hath 


1 Aiab. 41 Fadtlali," hi. =silvei» because made of copper alloyed with nobler 
uiel.il; the smallest Egyptian coin = Niiss {/>. Nusf, or half a dirham) and the 
Turk, Par,ih. It is the fortieth of the piaslic and may he assumed at the value of 
a quaitei-fartlung 

2 This word, m Egypt “ ILiiag,” is the c,y with which the Dallal (broker) 

announces each sum hidden at an auction 




Supplemental Plights. 


376 

Lome lo thee." Then lie gave me an asluafi 1 11 and said, "Take 
this piece of gold and fain thee foilh to tlie Ua/ai and get us 
somewhat to eat and drink” I took it fiom him and icpaiung to 
the market put chased whalso food out case lequncd ; then ictuining 
to the cell set the victual bcfoie him and seated ntysclf by his side 
Su ive ate om sul'lk iency and passed that night, I and lie, m Lhe 
cull, and, when Allah caused the tnoin to dawn, he said to me, “O 
man, this room is not suitable to us : lue thee and hue a larget 
lodging.” I icplied, “To hear is to obey"; and, ilsing without 
stay 01 delay, went and took a 100m more ioomy in the upper prut 
of the WakAlah.* Thither vre lemovod, I and the youth, and 
presently he gave ntc ten dmais mote and said, “Go to the lh/ui 
and buy thee fmnituie as much as is wanted.” Acconlingly, I 
went faith and bought what he ofdeicd, and on my letuin I found 
before him a bundle containing a suit of clothes .suitable foi the 
Kings These he gave to me desiring that I lue me to the 
Hamm am and don them al'tei bathing, so I did his bidding and 
washed and Jiessed myself and found in each pocket of the many 
pockets an hundred gold pieces; and presently when 1 had donned 
the diess I said to myself, “Am I dreaming 01 wide awake a ?” 
Then I returned to the youth in the 100m and when he saw mo lie 
lose to Jus feet and commended my figuic and seated me beside 
him. Presently he brought up a bigget bundle and bade me lake 
it and lopaii to the Sultan of the City and at the same lime ask 

his daughter in maniage foi myself,-And Shahia/acl was sur- 

pnsed by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to say her 
pei mi Wed say. Then quoth her sistci Dunya/nd, "How sweet is 
thy story, O sislci mine, and how enjoyable and delectable!” 
Quoth she, "And wheic is this eompaicd with that I would 1 date 
to you on the coming night an the Sovran suffer me lo survive?" 
Now when it i\as the next night and that was 

<0jc (Since fyunftrrtr nna Jovtiifmirtfj Jftiafjh 

Dunyazad said lo hei, "Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
lie other than sleepy, finish foi 11s thy tale that we may cut shoit 

lhe watching of this oin Inttei night 1 " She leplied:-With 

love and good will' It hath leached me, O auspicious King, the 
dneetor, the right-guiding, loul of the rede which is benefiting and 

1 'Hit Portuguese Xciafim . see unit, p iCo, 

2 A Khan or e.u.jv.msci.u . see \«) i. night \w , aiul l’ilj’iiinnge, i, (jo, 

1, Audi. " ltiliu" (vision) “ ;n\ Thu" {hnnwlvdiie), n nhi.isc pmihsu lo 

1 1 is MS 
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of deeds fair-seeming and worthy celebiating, th.it the Sultan of 
Cairo continued 1, 2 —So I took it and repaired with it to the King 
of that city, and a slave whom the youth had bought boie the 
bundle. Now when I appioachcd the palace I found theicabout 
the Chambeilains and Eunuchs and Lotdsof the Land . so I diew 
neai them and when they saw me in that suiL they approved my 
appemancc and questioned me, saying, “What be thy business 
and what dost thou lequhe?" I replied, “My wish is to have 
audience of the King”; and they lcjomed, “Wait a little while till 
we obtain fot thee his pet mission.” Then one of the usheis went 
in and repotted the matter to the Sultan who gave orders to 
admit me; so the man came out and led me within, and on entering 
the piosence I salamed to the Sovian and wished him welfaie and 
picsently set befoie him the bundle, saying, “ O King of the Age, 
this be in the way of a gift which besattelh my station not thine 
estate.” The Sultan bade the package be spread out, and lie 
looked into it and saw a suit of loyal appaiel whose like he never 
had owned. So he was astonished at the sight, and said in ins 
mind, “ By Allah, I possess naught like this, noi was I ever master 
of so magnificent a garment”, presently adding, “It shall be 
accepted, O Shaykh, but needs must thou have some want or 
lequisition fioni me,” I replied, f, 0 King of the Age, my wish is 
to become thy connection through that lady concealed and peail 
uiircvenlcd, thy daughter." When the Sultan heaid these woids, 
he turned to the Wa/.ir and said, “ Counsel me as to what I should 
do in the matter of this man ?" Said he, “ O King of the Age, 
show him thy most precious stone and say him An thou have a 
jewel evening tins one it shall be my daughter's marriage-dowry ” 
The King did as ho was advised, wheieat I was wild with wondei- 
ment, and I asked him, “An I bung thee such a gem, wilt thou give 
me the Piincess?” He answered, “Yea, venly!” and I took my 
leave, beating with me the jewel to the young man who was await¬ 
ing me m the room . 9 He enquned of me, “Hasl thou proposed 
foi the Princess?” and I leplied, “Yes: I have spoken with the 
Sultan concerning her, when he brought out this stone, saying to 
me:—An thou have a jewel evening this one, it shall be my 
daughter’s mainage-dowry, nor hath the Sultan power Lo false 


1 The careless scribe foigcls lb.it the Snllan is speaking .uut here drops jiilu 
the Hind person. This “ Knallage of peisons ” is, however, Koianic and therefore 
classical Aiab critics aver that in such cases the “Ilikdyah" ( = Iit. reproduction 
of a discourse, etc ) passes into an “ Iklibar " ( — meie account of l lie same discourse), 
gee Al-Mas'udi, in, 216, i dare not reproduce this figure in English. 

2 A1 ab “ Au7al]," (lie l’ers. Ot.ik and the Truk. Olali (vulg, “ Oda” whence 
“ Odalisque”), a populai woid in Egypt and Spin 
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lus void.” The youth lejoined, “This day I can do naught, but 
to-inonow (Inshallah!) I will bting thee ten jewels like it and 
these thou shall cany and present to the Sovran” Accordingly, 
when the morning dawned, he aiosc and faicd faith and after an 
hour or so he leturned with ten gems which he gave me I look 
them and lepaired with them to the Sultan and, enteiing the 
picsencc, I presented to him all the ten. When he looked upon 
the precious stones he wondered at their brilliant water, and tinning 
to the Wajsii again asked him how he should act in this inattei. 
Replied the Ministei, “O King of the Age, thou requiicdst of him 
hut one jewel, and he bath hi ought thee ten ; 'tis theicfoic only 

light and fair lo give him thy daughter.”-And Shnhra/ad poi- 

ccived the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased saying her 
permitted say. Then quoth her sister Dunyn/ad, “ How sweet 
and tasteful is thy talc, O sistei mine, and enjoyable and delect- 
iible 1 ’' Quoth she, “And wlicie is- this compared with that T 
would relate to you on the coming night an the Sovuvvr suffei me 
to sin vive? ” Now when it was the next night and that was 

C&c QTiivcc Ibuirtiictr nitb JTtJiflbf, 

Hunjazad said to her, " Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish foi us thy talc that we may cut shoit 

tlic watching of this 0111 lattci night 1 ” She replied:-Willi 

love and good will! It hath 1 cached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
diieclor, the light-guiding, loid of the rede which is benefiting 
and of deeds faii-scemmg and worthy cclebialmg, that the Mmistci 
said lo the Monarch, “Give him thy daughlei.” Accoidingly, the 
Sultan summoned the ICa/.is and the ISfcndis 1 who wrote out the 
manlage-contiact between me and the Puncess. Then I leLuined 
to the youth who had remained m the loom and told him all that 
had occulted, when he said, “’Tweic best to conclude the wcddivrg- 
coicniony and pay the fust visit to thy bude at once; but thou 
shalt on no wise consummate the nuptials until I bid thee go in 
unto hei, aflci somewhat shall have been done by me.” “ Hearing 
and obeying,” lephed I, and, when the night of going in 0 came, 

I visited the Sultan’s daughter buL sat apait from hot by the side 

i Aral). “ Al-Afandiyah," showing Ihc late dale m ledaction of the tale. '1 lie “ 
Tmki-.il word dciivcs fiom the Romaic Afentis (w^er'Tijs') tire oomiplcd O.G. 
in’tfei'Ti/s=iin absolute commander, an “authentic.” The won! should not be 
iMiUcn ;v' usual “ Kffeiuli,” hut “ tCfenth,” as Prof, tialland has been careful lo do. 

i Arab “Al-daklilah” , lepcalcdly iclerud lo in The Nights The advuUme 
R a ir plica of that m “ Aim Mohammed bight T,a/j iKmes," \oi ui, mglit acwsm 
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of the loom during the fust night and the second and the thiid: 
not did I rippioach hei, although every clay hei molhci came and 
asked her the usual question and she answeied, “He hath never 
appioaehcd me” So she gucvcd with sore grief for that 'lis the 
wont of womankind, when a maid is marned and her groom goeth 
not in unto hei, to deem that haply folk will alliibute it to some 
mattei which is not wholly light After the thiid night the 
mothei lepoited tile case to hei fathei, who cried, <e This night 
except he abate her pucclagc I will slay him'" The tidings 
reached my bride who told all to me, so I lepnired to the young 
man and acquainted him therewith. He cued, “When thou shalt 
visit hei, say—Hy Allah, I will not enjoy thee unless thou give 
me the aroulct-biacclel hanging to thy light shoulder.” I replied, 
“Toheai is to obey”; and, when I went in to hei at night-fall, l 
askecl hei, “Dost thou leally desue me to enjoy thee?' She 
answeied, “I do indeed", so I lejoined, “Then give me the 
amulet-lnacclet hanging ovci thy right shoulder.” She arose forth¬ 
right and unbound it and gave it to me, whereupon I became 
her husband in liuth , 1 2 and, going to the young man, gave him 
the jewel. Then I leturncd to my bride and slept by hei side tilL 
the morning when I awoke and found myself lying outstietchecl 
in my own cai avail scrai-cell. I was wondei-stiuck, and asked 
myself, “Am I on wake or in a dicam?” And I saw my whilome 
garments, the patched gabeiciine 3 4 and tattered shut along with 
my little di 11111"; but the fine suit given to me by the youth was 
not on my body, nor did I espy any sign of it anywheie. So, 
with fnc burning in my heait after what had befallen me, I wandered 
about crowded sites and lone spots, and in my distinction I knew 
not what to do, whit hei to go or whence to come; when, lo and 
behold I I found silling in an unficquentcd pait of the stieet a 
Magluabi , 1 a Bnibary man, who had before linn some wnttcn leaves 
and was casting omens for sundry byslandets Seeing this state 
of things, I came foiwaid and chew neai him and made him a. 


1 Arab. “ Aklia/lu <kun wojlilu-lid.” 

2 Aiab. “ Dilk,” mons commonly "Khnkah,” the tattered and pieced lobe 
of a religions mendicant. 

3 Aral) “ Da rid Ini i ” Scott (p 24) must have read "Gharlwluh " when lie 
tianslated “A Indian full of holes as a sieve ” In classical Arabic the word is 
written “ Darlnlnh,” and seems to correspond with the Egyptian “ Darribukkah,” 
a tabor of wood or earthenware frguicd by Lane (M E. cliapt. viii.). It is, like 
the bowl, part of the regular JJanvaysh's begging gear. 

4 Vulg Maghnbj F01 this woid see the stoiy of Alacddin, p. 53, ante 
According to Heron, “ IIisLoty of Mwugrab},” the people of Provence, Languedoc 
and Gascony use A[augntby as a term of cursing • Afaugiebleu being used in oilier 
pails of Fiance. 
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salam, which he returned. Then, after considering my featmes 
straitly, he exclaimed, “0 Shaykh, hath that Accmsed done it, 
and torn time from thy bride?” “Yes,” I leplicd. Heteupon lie 
said tome, u Wait a little while,” and scaled me beside him, then, 
as soon as the crowd dispeised, he said, “O Shaykh, die baboon 
which thou boughtest for ten silvei bits and winch was p csently 
tiansfoimcd into a young man of Adam’s sons, is not a human of 
the sons of Adam, but a Jinni who is enamoured of the Pnncuss 
thou didst wed. ITowevei, he could not appioach her by reason 
of the charmed biacelet hanging fiotn het ught shouldei, wheio- 
foie lie seived thee this sleight and won it and now he still weaieth 
it Hut I will soon woik his desti notion to the end that Jinn-lciml 
and mankind may be at rest fioin lus mischief; for he is one of 
the lebcllious and misbegotten imps who bleak the law of 0111 lotd 
Solomon (upon whom be the Peace ’).” Pi csently the Magluabi 

took a leaf and wiote upon it as it were a book.-And Shahiazad 

was suipused by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to say 
her permitted say. Then quoth her sister Dunya/ad, “ How sweet 
is thy stoiy, 0 sister mine, and how enjoyable and delectable!” 
Quoth she, “And wheie is this compared with that I would relate to 
you 011 the coming night an the Sovian suffei me to suivive?” Now 
when it was the next night and that was 

C()e <£l)vcc (Mtntoirta m\U JFovt^.rsiyU) 

Dunya/ad said to hoi, “ Allah upon thee, O my sislei, an thou 
be olhet than sleepy, finish foi us thy talc that we may cut shoit 

the watching of Lins our lattei night I” She icplied :-With 

love and good will ! It hath 1 cached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
director, the right-guiding, lord of Lhc icdc which is benefiting 
and of deeds fau-secnnng and w01 illy celcbialmg, that the 
Maghrabi wrote a wnt and .signed his name within and sealed it; 
alter which he handed it to me, saying, “O Shaykh, take this 
missive and hie thee herewith to a certain spot where thou must 
wait ancl obscive those who pass by. Hearten thy heail, and when 
thou shall sec appteaching thee a man attended by a numeious 
tiam, present to him this scroll, for ’its he who will win foi tliee 
thy wish." I took the note liom the JJaibary man and faiod foith 
to the place which lie had desenbed, and ceased not faiing till I 
1 cached it aftei tiavclling all that night and half the next day; then 
1 sat down until darkness set m to await wlialso might befall me. 
When a fourth pait of the night had passed, a dazzling glate ol lights 
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suddenly appealed fiom afai advancing towaids me, and as it 
shone neaicr I made out men bcaiing flambeaux 1 and lanthoins, 
also a Uaiu of attendants befitting the Kings. They looked on 
and consideicd me whilst my heait flutteied with fear, and I was 
in soie affright. 13 ut the pioccssion defiled and drew off ftom befoie 
me, matching two aftci two, and presently appealed the chief 
cortege wherein was a Sultan 2 of the J.lnn. As he neaied 
me I heat toned my heait and advanced and presented to him the 
letter which he, having halted, opened and read aloud; and it 

was:--“Be it known to thee, 0 Sultan of the Jann, that the 

heater of this our epistle hath a need which thou must grant him 
by destioying his foe, and if opposition be offered by any we will 
do the opponent die An thou fail to relieve him thou wilt know 
to seek hom me relief for thyself” "When the King of the Jann 
had read the wiit and had mastcied its meaning and its masteries, 
he foithwilh called out to 011c of his seijeants 3 who at once came 
forward and bade him biing into his pie&cnce without delay such- 
and-such a Jinni who by his spells had wrought round the daughter 
of the Caiiene Sultan. The messenger replied, “Hearing and 
obeying”, and depatted fiom hun, and disappearing, was absent 
an hour 01 theieabouts ; after which he and otheis letuined with 
the Jinni and set him standing befoie the King, who exclaimed, 

" Whcieloic, O AccuisL, hast thou wrought ill to this man and 
done on this wise and on that wise?” He replied, “O my Ioid, 
all came of my fondness foi the Princess who woie a chaim in hei 
ai inlet which hindered my appioachlng hei, and thciefore I made 
use of this man to effect my pm pose. I became master of the 
talisman and won my wish, but I love the maiden and never will 
I harm her." Now when the Sultan heaid these words he said, 
u Thy case can be after one of two fashions only. Either return 
the armlet that the man may be leumted with his wife and site 
with hei lusbaul as whiIonic they were; or contrary me and I 
will command the headsman stiike thy neck.” Now when the 
Jinni heard this speech (and ’twas he who had assumed the 


1 In text “ Ean.ii.U” ; the A rub phn of the Peis. “ I'aiiar = a light-house, 
and liere equiv. Lo the Moil, Gi ijioi'dp, a lantern, the Egypt. l> Farms. ” ( 

2 TiiisSullan of the Jann preceded try swcepcis, flag-lxjfircts, and tent-pnehers 
always appeal? in the form of second-sight called by Egyptians “ Daib " nl-Mandal 
= sinking the magic ciiclc in which the emJi.uilei sils when he conjures up spirits. 
J.ano(M E., cliapt. xu.) first nude the "Cano Magician" famous in Europe, 
but Heilclots and ollieis had ilcsciilwri a cognate piaclicc in India many years 
befoie linn. 

3 Arab. “ Jjiwush ” lot Chawusli {vulg Chiaush) Tuilc. =an auny-seijeant, a 
hei aid 01 seijcanl-nl-nrins ; an appaiiloi 01 ollicci of the Court of Chancery (not a 
” Mace-hcaici or Mcssc-ngcibcolt). See mght dcchi 
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semblance of a dog-facccl baboon), he lcfused and was lebelhous 
to the King and cued, “I will not return the armlet nor will I 
lelease the damsel, for none can possess her save myself." And 

having spoken in this way he attempted to flee,-And Shah- 

ra/ad perceived the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased saying 
her pei milled say Then quoLh hci sistei Dunya/ad, “I-Iow 
sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sistei mine, and enjoyable and 
delectable »*’ Quoth she, “And where is this compared with that 
1 would relate to you on the coming night an the Sovian suffei 
me to suivive ?” Now when it was the next night and that was 


<ZTljc uCljicc |i)iuitiecti ant Tot twasrumtl) 

Dunya/ad said to her, “ Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
othei than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale, that wo may cut short 

the watching of this our lalter- night 1 " She replied •-With 

love and good will! It hath leached me, O auspicious King, 
the ditectoi, the right-guiding, lot cl of the lode which is benefiting 
and of deeds fair-seeming and worthy celebmling, that the Alai id 
would fain have fled from befoie the King of the Jann, hut the 
Sovran bade other Hands and more forceful anesi him; so they 
sewed him and pinioned him and hound him in chains and collai 
and dragged him behind the King of the Jann, till Lhe latter had 
leached his place and had summoned him and had taken fiom 
him the nimlet. Then the Sultan gave order for him to he slain 
and they slew him When this was done, I prayed for the chann- 
vumlet and I lecoveied it after the Muriel's death; they also 
restored to me my fine suit. So I pioceedcd to the city which 
I cnteied, and as soon as the guaids and couiliets saw me, they 
cued out foi joy and said, “This is the son-in-law of the Sultan 
who was lost 1 " Hercal all the lieges hiniied up to me and 
icceived me with high lospect and giceted me. Hut aflei entering 
the Palace I proceeded foiihiight till I 1 cached the apailmeni 
set apait by them foi myself and my spouse whom I found in a 
deep sleep and stupefied, as it weic; a condition in which she 
had lain evei since I took fiom hoi the lalismaiiie armlet So 
I leplaeed the jewel upon her righL shouldci and she awoke 
and aiose and oideied heisclf, wheieat her falhei and family 
and the Lotds of the Land and all die folk joyed wiLh exceeding 
joy After this we lived together in all happiness till Lhe death 
of her siie who, having no son, named me his successoi so that 
I became what 1 am Now when the J)iu wayhlvKuUan hemd 
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all this he was astounded at what happeneth m this world of 
marvels and nmacles, upon which I said to him, “O my biolher, 
wonder not; for whatso is piedeternuned shall peifoice be cairied 
out. But thou needs must become my Warn ; because thou art 
experienced in mle and governance and, since what time my sire- 
m-law the Sultan died, I have been peiplcxed in my plight being 
unable to find me a Ministei who can admmistei the monarchy. 
So do thou become my Chief Counsellor in the leahn.” There¬ 
upon the Dimvaysh lcphcd, “ Heaikening and obedience/' Tiio 
Sultan then robed him in a sumptuous robe of honour and com¬ 
mitted Lo him his seal-ling aud all other matteis pertinent to 
Ins office, at the same lime setting apart foi him a palace, spacious 
of comers, which he furnished with splendid furniture and wadded 
carpels and misclle and other such matteis So the Wnzir took 
his seat of office and held a Diwan or Council of State forth¬ 
right and commanded and counteimandcd, and bade and foibadu 
accoiding as he saw just and equitable ; and his fame for equity 
and justice was dispread abroad; insomuch that whoevei had 
a cause or request m othci business he would come to the Wnzir 
for ordenng whatso he deemed advisable. In this condition lie 
continued for many years till, on a day of the days, the Sultan’s 
mind was depiessed Upon this he sent after the Ministei who 
attended at his bidding, when he said, “0 VVa/.ir, my heart is 
heavy 1 ” ,f Enter, then,” replied the Mumtei, “O King, into 
thy treasury of jewels and nibies and turn them over in thy 
hands and thy bicast will be broadened.” The Sultan did accoid- 
ingly, but it look no effect upon his ennui; so lie said, 5 /* O Wazn, 
I cannot win fice of this melancholic luunoui and nothing 
pleasuieth me in my palace; so let us fare forth, I and thou, 
in disguise.*' “Hemmg is obeying,” quoth the Mjui&tei. The 
twain then letired into a pnvate chambei to shift their garb and 
habited themselves as Danvayshes, the Darwayshes of 'Ajain-land, 
and went forth and passed through the city light and left till 
they leached a Miiristan, a hospital for lunatics/ Here they 
found two young men, one reading the Koran 2 and the other 
hearkening to him, both being in chains like men J inn-mad; and 
the Sultan said in his mind, “By Allah, this is a marvel-case,” 
and bespake the men, asking, “Are ye leally insane?” They 
answcicdsaying, “No, by Allah; we are not daft, but so admiiable 
are our adventures that were they giaven with ncedle-graveis 


1 Amb fioin Persian “ Bimaristan/ 1 ft “ sick-house,” hospital, ft mail-house : 
see vol. 1. night xxvui. 

2 The text says only that “ lie was reading” • sub. the Holy Volume, 
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upon the cye-toimiii they had been watners to whoso would be 
wanted.” “What ate they?" quoth the King, and quoth they, 
“ liaeh of us by AUah, hath his own sfoiy ”; and piesently he 
who had been leading exclaimed, “ O King of the Age, hear 

my tale,”-And Shahrazad was MUptiscd by the dawn of day 

and fell silent and ceased to say hci peiniitted say. Then quoth 
hot sistei Dunyayad, “How sweet is thy stoiy, O sistei mine, 
and how enjoyable and delectable!" Quoth she, “And wheie is 
this compaied with that I would relate to you on the coming night, 
an the Sovian suffer me to survive?" Now when il was the next 
night, and that was 

dOc ftfitvc Diui&vcto anti JFtiyfji.fisIjflj Jlihfllit, 

Dunya/ad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou 
be othoi than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this om lattci night 1 ” She icphed :-With 

love and good will 1 It hath 1 cached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
diiectoi, the light-guiding, loid of the lode which is benefiting and 
of deeds tail-,seeming and woitliy celebtating, dial the youth began 
ielating to llie Sultan 


THE STORY OF THE FIRST LUNATIC . 1 


T was a mcichant, and kept a shop wheiein wcie Hindi goods of 
all kinds and coloms, higlnnost piicctl aitieles ; and I sold and 
bought with much piofil. T continued in this condition a while of 
time till one day of the days as I, aecoiding to my custom, was 
sitting in my shop, an old woman came up and gave me tire good 
morning and giceled mo with the salain. I leltunod her salute, 
when she seated hei upon the shopbomd, and asked me, saying, 
“O master, hast thou any pieces of choice Indian stuffsI 
lephotl, “ O mv mislioss, I have with me wh.ilso thou wantest ” 
And she icjoined, “Ihing me foith one of them.” Accoidmgly, 


i MS. vol. ill, pp. 142-168 ScoU, “ Stoiy of the First Lunatic,” pp 31-44. 
Gaultier, Ihs/oncdn Pismici Ion, vol. vi. 187. It is identical with No ii of Cluvis 
and Gazelle, liansl.ited by C. dc Pciceval, fe /ttinaintaii {i.e die Hospital), 
Histone (In jcwic ftlmchand lie Bagdad cl tie in. Dame mean tine ” (vol viii. 
pp. 179-1S0). Ileum Icons il the “ Stoiy of If.dech.illio (Ali Cludebi ?) and die 
Unknown Lady,” and the naiialivc is piovulcd Willi a host of insipid and incorrect 
details, such ivs “ A gentleman enjoying his pipe.” The nto/lj of Lins tale i> 
common in Aiab fulk-lcnc, and it fn-,1 appeals in the "Tide of A/u and 
ni'tht cm 1. A thiul \anaiU will occur funlier on. 
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I arose and fetched her a Hindi piece of the costliest price and 
placed it in her hands She took it, and examining it, was greatly 
pleased by its beauty, and presently said to me, “ O my lord, for 
how much is this?” Said I, “Five bundled dinars," wheicupon 
she pulled forth her puise and counted out to me the five 
bundled gold pieces. Then she took the stuff and went her 
ways; and I, O our loid the Sultan, had sold to her for five 
hundred sequins a piece of cloth worth at cost price three hundred 
and fifty gold pieces. She came to me again, O my lord, on the 
next day and asked me for another piece, so I rose up and brought 
hei the bundle, and she paid me once more five hundred dinars. 
Then she took up her bargain and ganged her gait She did the 
same, O my loid, on the third and the fourth day, and so on 
to the fifteenth, taking a piece of stuff Aoni me and paying me 
regularly five bundled golden pieces for each bargain. On the 
sixteenth behold, she entered my shop as was her wont, but she 
found not her purse; so she said to me, “ O lChwdjah , 1 2 I have 
left my purse at home.” Said I, " 0 my lady, an thou leturn ’tis 
well, and if not thou art welcome to it.” She sware she would 
not lake it, and I, on the other hand, sware hei to catty it off as a 
token of love and friendship . 3 Thereupon debate fell between us, 
and I, 0 our lord the Sultan, had made muchel of money by her 
and, had she taken two pieces giatis, I would not have asked 
questions anenl them. At last she ciied, “O IChwajah, I have 
sworn an oath and thou hast sworn an oath, and we shall never 
agree except thou favour me by accompanying me to my house 
so thou inayest receive the value of the stuff, when neither of us 
will have been foiswoin; theiefore, lock lip thy shop, lest anything 
be lost 111 thine absence.” Accoidingly, I bolted my dooi and went 
with her, O our loid the Sultan, and we ceased not walking, 
conveismg the while we walked, I and she, until we neared her 
abode, when she pulled out a keicluef from her girdle, and said, 
“'Tis my desire to bind this over thine eyes.” Quoth I, “For 
what cause?” and quoth she, “Foi that on our way be sundry 
houses whose doois aie open and the women are sitting in the 
vestibules of theii homes, so that haply thy glance may alight 
upon some one of them, mairied or maid, and thy heart become 


1 Spelt in MS vol, iii., p. 143 and elsewhere, "Khwrfji ” for “ KhwsSjali." 

2 Arab “Hubbnii ll-iuasik," lit. — out of love for Lhy head, i.e. from allecfion 
for thee. Dr. Stemgass finds it analogous with the Koranic “Hnbban li 'Itahi 
(11 ifio), where it is joined with “ Ashadtln " = stronger, as regards love to or for 
Allah, moic Allah-loving. But it can stand adverbially by itsclf=out of love for 

Allah, foi Allah's sake. 
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engaged in a love affair and thou abide distraught, because in this 
quailet of the town be many fan faces, wives and viigins, who 
would fascinate even a leligious, and thercfoie we aie alaimeri 
foi thy peace of mind." Upon this I said in myself, “By Allah, 
this old woman is able of advice” And I con,sealed to hei 
1 equipment, when she bound the kerchief ovci my eyes and 
blindfolded me. Then we walked cm till we came to the house 
she sought, and when she lapped with the dooi-iing a slave girl 
came out and, opening the dooi, let 11s in. The old body then 
appioached 111c and unbound the keiebief fiom ovci my eyes; 
whcieupon T looked around me, holding myself to be a captive, 
and 1 found me in a mansion having sundiy separate apailments 
in the wings and ’l was nobly dccointed icsemblmg the palaces of 

the Kings.-And ShnVna/.ad perceived the dawn of day and fell 

silent and ceased saying her permitted say Then quoth her sister 
Dunyazad, “How sweet and tasteful is thy talc, O si slot mine, and 
enjoyable and delectable 1 ” Quoth she, “And whcic is this com- 
paicd with that I would idate to you on the coming night an the 
Sovian suffer me to survive? ” Now when it was the next night and 
that was 


Cl&c (KDvcc ^Hirtn-cto null JFait^niiUli jQigl;!, 

Dunya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
othei than sleepy, finish foi us thy talc that we may cut shoil the 

watching of this our latlei night!” She lephed :-With love and 

good will! It hath leached me, O auspicious King, the duecioi, 
the light-guiding, lord of the rede which is benefiting and of deeds 

fair-seeming and woilhy cclebniting, Hint the youth pursued :- 

iiy Allah, O oui lord the Sultan, of that house I never saw the 
fellow, She then bade me hide within a 100m, and I did hei 
bidding in a coiner place wheie beside me I beheld heaped logelher 
and cast down in that pnvatc site all the pieces of slulf which the 
ancient dame had purchased of me Seeing this I maiveiled 111 
my mind and lo 1 appealed two damsels as Llicy weie moons and 
came down from an upper stoicy till they stood on the giound-llooi; 
after which they cut a piece of cloth into twain and each maiden 
took one and tucked up hei sleeves. They then spiinkled the 
couit of that palace with watei of the lose and of the oiangc-flowei , 1 
wiping the suiface with the cloth and lubbing it till it became 


1 Arab “ Zalir,” lit and gcnericuliy a blo'-soin ; Liu uficn used in a specific 
sense tluoughont Tile Nigh Is. 
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as silver; alter which the two girls lctiied into an inner room 
and biought out some fifty chairs , 1 2 which they set down, and 
placed over each seat a mg , 3 with cushions of biocade They then 
earned in a laigei chan of gold, and placed upon it a caipct with 
cushions of orluiyed woik, and after a time they withdiew. Pie- 
sently there descended from the staiicase, two following two, a 
host of maidens in number till they evened the chans and each 011c 
of them sat down upon her own, and at last suddenly appeared a 
young lady in whose service were ten damsels, and she walked tip 
to and llicy seated her upon the gieat chair. When 1 beheld her, 
O my loul the Sultan, my light senses left me and my wits Hcd 
me and I was astounded at her loveliness and her statuic and het 
symmetuc giace as she swayed to and fro in her pnde of beauty and 
gladsome spirits amongst those damsels and laughed and sported 
with them. At lasL she cued aloud, “0 mother mine I ” when the 
ancient dame answered hei call and she asked hci, “Hast thou 
biought the young man?" The old woman replied, “Yes, he is 
piesent between thy hands"; and the fair lady said, “Bring him 
hither to me!” But when I heaid these words I said to niysell, 
“Theie is no Majesty and there is no Might, save in Allah, the 
Gloiious, the Gieat' Doubtless when this damsel shall have dis- 
coveted my being in such hiding place she will bid them do me 
die.” The old woman then came foi wards to me and led me befoie 
the young lady seated on the great chaii ; and, when I stood in 
her pi essence, she smiled in my face and saluted me with the salam 
and welcomed me; aftei which she signed foi a scat to be biought, 
and when hei bidding was obeyed set it close beside her own. 
She then commanded me to sit and I seated me by iier side. 

-And Shahiazad was surprised by the dawn of day and fell 

silent and ceased to say her pci nutted say. Then quoth hei sister 
Dunya/ad, “ How sweet is thy sloiy, O sister mine, and how 
enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, "And wheie is this com¬ 
pared with that I would relate to you on the coming night, an the 
Sovran suffer me to survive?” Now when it was the next night 
and that was 


dlje tZTbvec £)imtuc-ii anti fiftictl; ilHfah t, 

Dunyazad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
.other than sleepy, finish for 11s thy talc that we may cut short the 

1 Arab. “Kursi” here=a square wooden seat without back and used for 
sitting cross-legged. See\ol ix. p 8 , ante. 

2 Aiab. “ JSnjj.idah ” — lit. a praying cm pet, which Lane calls “ Seggadeh.” 
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watching of this otn latter night 1 ” She lepliecl:-With love 

and good 'will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
dnectoi, the lighl-ginding, loid of the iede which is benefiting and 
of deeds faix-.seeming and woilhy celebiating, that the youth 

puisued .-She seated me beside her, O our lord the Sultan, and 

fell to talking and joking wiLh mo foi an horn or so when she said, 
“ O youth, what sayest thou of me and of my beauty and my loveli¬ 
ness? “Would Heaven that I could occupy thy thought and 
please thee so that I might become to thee wife and thou be to me 
nian.” When I heaid these her words I replied, “O my lady, 
how dare I piesumc to attain such honoui ? Indeed I do not 
deem myself woilhy to become a slave between thy hands.” 
Iieieiipon said she, “Nay, O young man, my wouls have in them 
nor evasion noi alteration ; so be not disheaitencd or feaiful of 
returning me a lcply, foi that my heart is fulfilled of thy love. 1 ' 
I now understood, O om loid the Sultan, that the damsel was 
desirous of mar lying me; but I could not conceive what was the 
cause theieof 01 who could have given her intelligence concerning 
me. She continued to enjoy herself m the glndsomcst way till at 
length I was emboldened to say to hci, “ O my lady, an thy woids 
to me be after the fashion of thy will, remember the pi overb:—> 
When a kindness is to bo done, this is its time.” “By Allah, O 
youth, iheie cannot be a moie foi lunate day than this present.” 
“O my lady, what shall I apportion to thee for dowry?” “The 
dowiy hath been patd to me m the value of the stuffs which thou 
entrustedst to this ancient dame, who is my mother 1 ” “That 
cannot suffice.” “By Allah, naught shall lie added; but, O youth, 
’tis my intention forthright to send aftei the Kazi and his Asscssois 
and I will choose me a trustee 1 that they may tie together us 
twain without delay; and thou shalt come in to me this coming 
evening. But all such things be upon one condition.” “And 
what may be thy condition?” “This, that thou swear never to 
nddicss nr to draw near any woman save myself.” And I, O our 
lord the Sultan, being unmanied and eager to possess so beautiful 
a biidc, said to her, “This be thine; and I will never contrary thee 
by woid oi by deed.” She then sent to summon the Ka/.i and 
his witnesses and appointed an agent; upon which they knotted 
the knot. After the maniage ceremony was ended she oidcicd 
coffee 2 and shcibets and gave somewhat of dirhams to the IGm 

1 Ai.ib. “Waltll,” hi =agent. lieic the woman’s representative, corre¬ 
sponding loughly with the man who gives away the bride amongst ourselves. 

2 The mention of coffee and shcibel, lieic and in the next page, makes the 
nile synchronous with that of Ma'auit, oi the xvii (l > century 
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and a lobe of honom to her trustee; and this done, all went their 
scveial wajs I was lost in astonishment and said in my mind, 
“Do I dioam or am I on wake?” She then commanded hei 
damsels to cleai the I-Iammam-bath and cleanse it and fill it 
afresh and get icady towels and waist-cloths and silken napkins 1 2 3 4 
and scented woods .and essences, as virgin nmbergns and ottars 
and pei fumes of vau-colouied hues and kinds. And when they 
had executed hci ordeis, she ordered the Eunuchiy standing in hei 
sciYice to take me and bear me to the Bath, laigessing each 011c 
with a sumptuous die.ss. They led me into a H.animam which had 
been made private and I saw a place tongue is powerless to pourtiay. 
And as wc auived llieie they spiead vaii-colouied caipets upon 
which I sat me down and doffed what clothing was upon me: then 
I entered the hot 100ms and smelt delicious scents diffused from 
the sides of the hall, sandal-wood, Com01 in lign-alocs and olhei 
aiich flagrant substances. Here they came up to me and seated 
me, lathering me with pei fumed soaps and shampoo’d me till my 
body became silver-bright ; when they fetched the metal tosses and 
I washed with water lukc-warm, after which they brought me cold 
watei mingled with rose watei and I sprinkled it over me. Aftei 
this they supplied me with silken napkins and diying-towels of 
palm-fibre 0 wherewith I nibbed me and then lepaiied to the cool 
100m outside the calidaiium 0 where I found a royal dioss. The 
Eunuchiy auayed me therein and after fumigating me with the 
smoke of lign-aloes served up somewhat of confections J and coffee 
and sherbets of sundry soils; so I diank after eating the Ma’jihi. 
About eventide I left the Baths with all the Eunuchiy in attendance 
on me and wc walked till we entered the Palace and they led me 
into a closet spiead with kingly caipets and cushions. And behold, 
she came up to me atlned in a new habit mote sumptuous than 


1 The MS. writes “Zaiclakit” for “ ZardalcMn ’’ • see below 

2 ScoLt (p. 36) ha 1 , “m:\hn771m (Tor maha/im), al Zerdukhant {for nl-Z.tr- 
daldiAn) ” and “ nnmnaskif (lor mini Ash if) nl filllillcc." Of the former he notes 
(p 414), '* What tliis composition is I cannot define: it may fie translated com¬ 
pound of saffron, yolk of egg, or of yellowish dings." Pic evidently confounds it 
with the Pers, Zard-i-Khayah=yolk of egg Of Lhe second lie says “compound of 
peppers, red, white and black." Lane (The Nights, vol. 1. p. 8 ) is somewhat 
scandalised at such misieprcsenlation ; tianslating the first “ api on -napkins of 
thick silk," and the second “ diymg-lowelsof Llf or paliu-fibie/'farthei suggesting 
that the text may have diapped a conjunction=drying-towels and fibre. 

3 Arab. “Llwan al-bair.ini,” lit. =llie outer bench in the “Mnslakfi” or 
apodytenum 

4 Arab. “ Ma’jtin," pop. applied to an electuary of Bhang (mnmbn saliva) . 
it is the “ Maagoon " sold by lhe “ Maagnngec ” of Lane (M. E., chap xv.). Here, 
liowevei, the term may be used in the sense of “ confections ” gencially, the 
sweeLincats eaten by way of restoratives in lhe Bath. 
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that I had seen her wearing eiewhile-And Shahiazad perceived 

the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased saying her permitted 
6ay. Then quoth her sister Dunya/ad, “ How sweet and tasteful 
is Ihy talc, O sister mine, and enjoyable and delectable! ” Quoth 
she, “And where is this compared with that I would lelate to you 
oil the coming night an the Sovian suffer me to survive?” Now 
when it was the next night and that was 

0 i{ic Sfoice l[)untri'cii nntr JTiftp fuot JRifl&t, 

Dunyazad said to hei, "Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish for us thy talc that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this our latter night l" She replied;-With love 

and good will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
diiecloi, the righL-guicling, lord of the icde which is benefiting 
and of deeds fan-seemmg and worthy celebrating, that the youth 

continued:-And I, O our loid the Sultan, went into the closet 

and behold, she met me, weanng a habit of the most sumptuous: 
so when I sighted hci she seemed to me bom the nchncss of her 
ornaments like an enchanted hoaicl whcicfiom the talisman had 
been newly removed She sat down beside me and bent lovingly 
over me, and I lose up, foi I could no longci contain my passion, 
nnd wiought that work which was to be worked. 1 Presently she 
again disappeared, but soon icturned in vestments even richer than 
the last, and she did with me as befoie, and I embraced her once 
moie. In shoit, O om lotd the Sultan, we ceased not dwelling 
together, I and she, in joyaunce and enjoyment, laughter and 
disport and delicious convcisc foi a space of twenty days. At the 
end of this time I called to mmd my lady-molhm, and said to the 
dame I had espoused, “O my lady, ’tis long since I have been 
absent from home, and 'tis long since my parent hath seen me or 
wotleLh aright concerning me . needs must she be pining and 
gneving for my sake. So do thou give me leave to visil her and 
look after my mother and also after my shop.” Quoth she, " No 
haim in that : thou mayst visit thy mother daily and busy thyself 
about thy shop-business j but this ancient dame (my mother) is 
die who must lead thee out and bung thee back,” Whcieto I 

i lie speaks of abating her virginity as if it were porter's woilc, and so 
clrlloiation was jegaidccl by many ancient peoples. The old Niloles incised ihc 
hymen hefme congicss,’ the Phoenicians, according to Saint Athanasius, made a 
slave of the husband abate it. The American Clnbchas and Caul is looked upon 
vnginity ns a repioach, proving that Ihe maiden had ncvei implied love For 
Vhcvo and other examples see p. 72, chap, in “ L'Amom dans Vllunminlu," by 
I’. Mantegaz/a, n civilised and unpicjudiccd l ravel lei. 
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ic pi fed, " 'Tis well." Upon this the old woman came in and tied 
a kci chief over my eyes accoidmg to custom and fared foith 
wiLh me till wc leached the spot wlicie she had been wont to 
remove the bandage. I-Icie she unbound it, saying, “ Wc will 
expect thee to-monow about noon-tide, and when thou comcst 
to this place thou shalt sec me awaiting thee.” I left her and 
ic paired to my molhei whom I found grieving and weeping at 
my absence; and upon seeing me she lose up and tluew hei 
aims round my neck with tears of joy I said, "Weep not, 0 my 
molhei, for the cause of my absence hath been a certain matter 
which be thus and thus.” I then iclatcd to her my adventure and 
she on heating U was rejoiced thcicby and exclaimed, "O my son, 
may Allah give thee gladness ; but I pray thcc solace me 1 2 at least 
eveiy two days with a visii that my longing for thee may be 
satisfied.” I teplied, "This shall be done”; and thcncefoith, O 
our loid the Sultan, I went lo my shop and busied myself as was 
my wont till noontide, when 1 returned to the place appointed 
and found the old woman awaiting me Nor did I cvei faie forth 
from the mansion without hei binding my eyes with the kerchief, 
which she loosed only when we icached my own house; and 
whenever I asked hei of this she would answer, “ On om way be 
suiidiy houses whose doors aie open and the women sitting m the 
vestibules of then homes, so that haply thy glance may alight 
upon some one of them, matron oi maid: all sniff up love like 
water, 3 and we feat foi thee lest thy heait be netted in the net 
of amours :” Foi thirty days, a whole month, I continued to go 
and come aflci this fashion but, 0 oui loid the Sultan, at all 
times and tides I was diowned in thought and wondered in my 
mind, saying, " What chance caused me foigalhei with this 
damsel? What made me many her? Whence this wealth which 
is undci hei hand ? How came I to win union with her ?" For 
I knew not the cause of all this. Now on a day of the days I 
found an oppoitumty of being pnvatc with one of her black slave 
girls, 3 and questioned hei of all these mattcis that concerned hei 
mistiess. She leplictl, "0 my lord, the history of my lady is 
marvellous; but I date not lelate it to thee in feai lest she hear 
thereof and do me die,” So I said to her, “By Allah, O hand¬ 
maid of good, an thou wilt say me sooth I will veil it darkly for in 


1 Arab “ 7 ,ill,” lit " shadow me." 

2 Aiab. “ Istmsliak,” one of the Hems of the “Wii-zii” or lesser ablution 
Sec night ured, 

3 In Chavis her name is “Zali'/n,” and she bad “ conceived an unhappy 
passion” foi iiei master, Lo whom she “declared her sentiments without reserve.” 
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the keeping of seciets theie is none like myself: nor will I reveal it 
at any time." Then I took oath of seciecy when she said, “0 

my loid,”-And Shalnazad was suipnsed by the dawn of day 

and fell silent and ceased to say hei permitted say. Then quoth 
her sister Dunyazad, “ How sweet is thy story, 0 sistei mine, and 
how enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, “And whcie is this 
compared with that I would relate to you on the coming night an 
the Sovian suffei me to survive ? ” Now when it was the next night 
and that was 


CTfic (£&ice fynnliirti aith JFtffi>=D’ccaitK JQiflbt, 

Dunyazad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short the 

watching of tins our lattei night I” She leplicd :-With love 

and good will I It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
dnectov, the light-guiding, loid of the lode which is benefiting 
and of deeds fair-seeming and worthy colebialing, that the youth 

continued:-Then the handmaiden said to me, “O my loid, my 

lady went fortli one day of the days to the I-Iammam with the 
object of pleasuring and of diverting hoi self, for which pm pose she 
made goodly pieparation, including gifts and picscnls, 1 matters 
worth a mint ot money. 2 After leaving the baths she sel out 
upon an excursion to cat the noon-day meal in a ilowm gmden 
where she enjoyed heiself with exceeding joy and enjoyment, 
eating and drinking till the evengni; and when she designed to 
depatt she collected the fragments of the feast and dislubuted 

them amongst the mean and the mesquin. On lmr lelmn she 

passed tluougli the Bazai-slrcet wheiciu slandeth thy shop, and 
it was a Fiiday when thou wast silting, adorned with thy finest 
dress, in conveise with the neatest neighbour And suddenly as 
she fared by, she beheld thee in such state, and hot hcail was 
stricken with soie stroke of love, albeit none of us obsoived hev 
condition and what affection she had conceived foi thee. I-Iow- 
evei, no sooner had she reached her palace than her melancholy 

began to grow upon her with gioans and her caik and care, and 

her colour left hei : she ate and dumk Utile and less and her sleep 
forsook her and hei frame was sorely enfeebled till at last she look 
to hei bed. Upon this her mothei went Lo summon a learned 


1 Arab. " Aimaghdvut,” the Auvb. plvw. of “ Aima^h.hi,” Peis. =a piesent. 

2 In the text, “ Jmnlalim min al-inal,” which Scott apjmienlly icaris, “Itaml.it 
al-jaiml,” and translates (p 3S) “ si camel's load of trcasvnc.” 
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man 1 or a mcdiciner that he might considei the condition of hei 
daughter and what sickness had gotten about her: she was absent 
for an hour and letuined with an ancient dame who look seat 
beside hei and putting foith hei hand felt the patient’s pulse. 
But she could peiceive in her no bodily ailment 01 pain, upon 

which the old woman undo stood hei case, but she duist not 

bespeak her of it, or mention to hei mother that the girl's heart 

was distraught by love. So she said, Theie is no haim to thee! 

and (Inshallah ') to-monow I will return hither to thee and bring 
with me a certain medicine. She then went forth from us and 
leading the mother to a place apart, said to her :—0 my lady, Allah 
upon thee, paulon me for what so I shall mention and be thou con¬ 
vinced that my words aie hue and keep them seciet nor divulge 
them to any. The other leplied:— Say on and fear not for aught 
which hath become manifest to thee of my daughter’s unweal, 
haply Allah will vouchsafe welfaie. She lejoined:—Verily, thy 
daughter hath no bodily disoidcr or malady of the disease-kmd 
but she is in love and there can be no cure for her save union with 
her beloved. QuoLh the mother:—And how about the coming of 
her sweetheart ? This is a matter which may not be managed 
except thou show us some contiivancc wheieby to bung this youth 
hither and many bun to ha. But contrivance h with Allah 
Then the old lady went her ways forthright, and the girl's mother 
sought her daughter and said to her aflei kindly fashion:—0 my 
child, as foi thee thy disoidcr is a sccict and not a bodily disease. 
Tell me of him thou requiicst and fear naught from me; belike 
Allah will open to us the gate of conti ivancc whereby thou shall 
win to thy wish. Now when the maiden heaid these woids she 
was abashed before hei parent and kept silence, being ashamed to 
speak; nor would she icttirii any leply foi the space of twenty 
days. But duung this term hei distinction incieased and her 
mothci ceased not to lepcat the same words time after time, till 
it became manifest to the patent that the daughtei was madly in 
love with a young man ; so at last quoth she:—Dcscnbc him to me. 
Quoth the otliei :—0 mothci mine, indeed lie is young of years and 
fail of favour, also he woneth in such a Ba/ar, methinks on its 
southern side. Therewith the dame arose without stay or delay 
and fared foith to find the young man, and 'tis thyself, O youth 1 
And when the mothci saw thee she took fiom thee apiece of cloth 


i The learned man was to cxoictse some possible “evil spirit ” or “ the eye,” 
a supcislilion which seems to have begun, like all oLheis, with the ancient 
Egyptians. 
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and luought it to her daughter, and promised thou shouldst visit 
hei. Thcnceforwnuls .she ceased not repeating her calls to thee for 
die period thou wottesL well until by hei cunning she biought thee 
hither, and that happened which happened, and thou didst take the 
daughter to wife. Such is her tale, and bewaic lest thou leveal 
my disclosure.” “No, by Allah,” replied I. Then the lunatic 
resumed speaking to the Sultan: — O my loid, I continued to 
cohabit with lici foi the space of one month, going daily to see my 
mother and to sell in my shop, and I ictumcd to my wife evoiy 
evening blindfolded and guided as uaial by my mothor-m-law. 
Now one day of the days as I was sitting at my business, a damsel 

came into the llazav-sLrecl-And Slur hr tv/ad perceived the dawn 

of day and fell silent and ceased saying het permitted say. Then 
quoth lici sister Dunya/ad, “ How sweel and tasteful is thy tale, 
O sister mine, and enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, “And 
where is this computed with that I would ielate to you on the coming 
night an the Sovran suffer me to survive?” Now when it was the 
next night and that was 

(E(jc ©Dice Ijiuutfi'ctr tuik liffy-tbitk Jftt&Dt, 

Dunya/ad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
olhei than sleepy, finish for us thy talc that wc may cut shoil the 

watching of this our latter nighLl” She icplied :-With love 

and good will! It hath touched me, O auspicious King, the 
director, the right-guiding, loid of the rede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fair-secnung and wot thy cclebiaiing, that the youth 

continued-A damsel came into the IJa/ai-slicot beating tire 

image of a cock made of piecions oic and cilisted with peails and 
rubies and other gems, and she offcied iL to tire goodmen 1 2 of the 
market for sale. So they opened the biddings at five hundred 
dinars, and they ceased not contending 3 theieancnl till the price 
went lip to nine hunched and fifty gold pieces. All this time and 
I looked on, nor did I intcifeie by speaking a syllable 01 by adding 
to the biddings a single bit of gold At last, when none would 
offer aught more, the girl came up to me, and said, “O my loid, 
all the gentlemen have increased then biddings for the cock; but 
thou hast neither bidden nor heartened my heart by one kind 


1 The MS , I have said, always wnles “ Khw.tja ” instead of " Khwajah ” 
Iphir. “ Khw.ij.lt “) foi this wend, the modem Kgyplian “ Ilow.ij.di,” see 
night dlv Ilcie it coitesponds with om “gnodroan.” 

2 Aiab. “ Yalayawath'i ”=ineicasing. 
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word” Quoth I, “I have no need theieof,” and quoth she, “By 
Allah, needs must thou bid somewhat more than the otheis.” I 
lcplied, “Since there is no help for it, I will add fifty dnuis, which 
will fill up the thousand.” She lejoined, "Allah gai thee gain 1 ?” 
So I faied into my shop to feLch the money, saying in my mind, 
"I will present this cimosily to my Haiim: haply ’twill pleas me 
hei.” lhit when I was about, O my laid the Sultan, to count out 
the thousand ducats, the damsel would not accept aught of me, but 
said, "I have a icqucst to make of thee, 0 youth! to wit, that 
I may take one kiss from thy cheek.” I asked hei, “Foi what 
pmpose?” and she answered, " I want one kiss of thy check, winch 
shall be the pi ice of my cock, for I need of thee naught else.” I 
thought to myself, “By Allah, a single kiss of my cheek for the 
value of a thousand sequins wcic an easy piice”; and I gave my 
consent theielo, 0 my loid Then she came up to me and leaned 
ovei me and bussed my cheek, but after the kiss she bit me with a 
bite which left its mark 2 3 4 : then she gave me the cock and went her 
ways in haste. Now when it was noon I made foi my wife’s house 
and came upon the old woman awaiting me at the customcd stead 
and she bound the kerchief over my eyes and after blindfolding 
them faied with me till we reached oui home when she unbound 
it, I found my wife sitting in the saloon dtessed fiom head to fool 
in ciamoisy' 5 and with an ireful face, whereupon I said to myself, 
“0 Saviom, 1 save me I” I then went up to her and took out the 
cock, which was covcied with pcails and rubies, thinking that hei 
evil humour would vanish at the sight of it, and said, "0 my 
lady accept this cock foi 'tis cut ions and ad mil able to look upon ; 
and I bought it to pleasure thee.” She put foith her hand and 
taking it horn me examined it by turning it rightwards and left- 
waids, then exclaimed, "Didst thou in veiy sooth buy thib on my 
account?” Replied I, "By Allah, O my lady, I bought it for 
thee at a thousand gold pieces ” Hereupon she shook her head at 
me, 0 my loid the .Sultan, and cried out after a long look at my 
face, "What meancth that bite on thy cheek?” Then with a loud 
and angry voice she called to her women, who came down the stairs 
foithiight beaiing the body of a young gitl with the head cut off 


1 By which she accepted the offer. 

2 Tins incident has aheady occuucd hi the tale of the Portress (Second Lady 
of Baghdad, vol i, night xviii.), bill here the consequences are not so tragical In 
Chavis the vulgar rock becomes ” a golden Censer ornamented with diamonds, to 
lie sold foi lwo thousand sequins” (carh = 9 shill ) 

3 A loyal sign of wrath genu ally denoting torture and death Sec niglits 
cclviii and dexxi. 

4 Aiub. “ Yd Sallsun,” addressed lo Allah. 
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and set upon the middle of the coi pse 1 , and I looked, and behold 
it was the head of the damsel who had sold me the cock for a kiss 
and who had bitten my check. Now my wife had sent her with 
the toy by way of tuck, saying to hei, “Let us tiy this youth 
whom I have wedded and see if he hold himself bound by his 
plighted woid and pact oi if he be false and foul.” But of all 
this I knew naught. Then she ciied a second ay and behold, up 
came three handmaids bcaiing with them llnee cocks like that 
which I had brought for her and she said, “Thou biingest me this 
one cock when I have these tluee cocks ; but inasmuch as, O 
youth, thou hast broken the covenant that was between me and 
thee, I want thee no move: go fovlh! wend thy ways foithright! ” 
And she raged at me and cued to hei mother, “ Take him away 2 1” 

-And Shahtn/nd was surprised by the dawn of day and fell 

silent and ceased to say her permitted say. Then cpiotli her sister 
Dunyazad, “ Flow sweet is thy stoiy, O sistei mine, and how enjoy¬ 
able and delectable I ” Quoth she, “ And whore is this compared 
with that I would relate to you on the coming night an the Sovran 
suffer me lo snivive?” Now when it was the next night and that was 

GC1 )c (pice fxinlirriJ rmh JFifty.fmtvtl; 

Dunyazad said to her, “Allah upon thee, 0 my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut shod 

the watching of this om latter night!” She lcphcd :-With 

love and good will I It hath icachcd me, O auspicious King, the 
directoi, the right-guiding, lotd of the rede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fair-seeming and woilhy celebrating, that the youth 

continued to the King :-Hcveupon the old woman, O my loid, 

hent me by Live hand and bound the keichief over my eyes as was 
her wont and led me to the customed place, when she loosed the 
bandage, saying, “Begone 1 ” and disapproved. Bui I, O my lord, 
became like a madman and van thvough the stveets as one fiantic 
crying, “ Ah, hei loveliness t Ah, hei stciluvc! Ah, her perfect 
grace 1 Air, her ornaments I ” Hereupon the folk seeing me and 


1 I-Icre more: is meant tluui meets the eye. Wluin a Moslem’s head was struck 
off, in the days of the Caliphate, it was placed under his aimpil, whcitas that of a 
Jew or a Christian was sot between his legs, close to the seat u( dishonour. 

2 In Chavis and Ca/ottc the lady calls lo “ Mniigut, hei (list eunuch, and 
says, Cut oil his head 1 ” Then she lakes a theoiho and " composed Lhe following 
couplets”—of which the fust may suffice .— 

Since my swam unfaithful proves, 

Let him go to hc» he loves, etc , etc. 
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heaiing me say these words shouted out, “Yonder is a lunatic", 
so they seized me pei force and jailed me in the madhouse, as thou 
hast seen me, O our lord the Sultan. They say, “This man is 
Jinn-mad”; but, by Allah, I am no maniac, O my loid, and such is 
my tale. Heieat the King marvelled and bowed his brow 
gioundwards for a while in deep thought over this affau; then he 
laised his head and turning to his Minister said, “0 Wazii, by 
the truth of Him who made me mlei of this lealm, except thou 
discover the damsel who married this youth, thy head shall pay 
forfeit." The Wazir was constemed to hear the case of the young 
man, but he could not disobey the loyal commandment, so he said, 
“Allow me thiee days of delay, O our lord the Sultan," and to 
this much of giacc the King consented Then the Wazir craved 
dismissal, and would have taken the youth with him, when the 
Sultan cried, “As soon as thou shall have hit upon the house the 
young man will go into it and come forth it like other folk.” He 
leplied, “ Hearkening and obedience.” So he took the youth 
and went out with aching head and giddy as a diunken man, 
peiplcxed and unknowing whither he should wend ; and he threaded 
the city sheets fiom light to left and fiom east to west, tarrying at 
limes that he might privily question the folic. But naught discoveied 
itself to him, and he made certain of death. In this condition 
he continued for two days and the third till noontide, when he 
devised him a device, and said to the youth, “ICnowest thou 
the spot wheic the old woman was wont to blindfold tlune 
eyes?” He leplied, “Yes.” So the Minister walked on with 
him till the young man exclaimed, “Here, 'tis this 1 !" The Wazir 
then said, “O Youth, knoevest thou the dooi-nng wherewith she 
was wont to rap, and canst thou distinguish its sound?” He 
said, “I can” Accordingly, the Wazir took him and went the 
round of all the houses in that quarter, and rapped with every 
dooi-iing, asking him, “Is’t this?” and he would answer, “No." 
And the twain ceased not to do after such fashion until they came 
lo the door wheic the appointment had taken place without risk 
threatened 2 ; and the Wazii knocked hard at it, and the youth 
heaiing the knock, exclaimed, “O my loid, veiily this be the ring 
without question or doubt or uncertainty.” So the Minister 
knocked again with the same knocker and the slave-giils threw 
open the dooi and the Wazii, entering with the youth, found that 
the palace belonged to the daughtci of the Sultan who had been 


1 The device has already occurred in “ All Baba, 

2 Ami), “ Al-ma'Md min ghayr wa’d.” 
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succeeded by his liege loid. 1 2 But when the Pi incogs saw the 
MuusteL together with het spou.se, she adorned lictself and came 
down from the Haietn and salam’d to hint 'rhcieupon he asked 
her, “What hath been thy business with this young man?” So 
she told him hei talc fioni first to last and he said, “O my lady, 
the King commanded) that lie enlci and quit the piemises as befoie 
and that lie come hither without his eyes being bandaged with the 
kci chief ” She obeyed and said, “The commandments of our 
lord the Sultan shall be cauied out.” Such was the hisloiy of 
that youth whom the Sultan heaul leading the IConm in the 
M.'uislan, Lhc public marl-house: but as legnids the second Lunatic 
who sat listening, the Sultan asked him, “And thou, the otlici, 
what be thy tale ?” So he began to lelate the 


STORY OF TJIE SECOND LUNATIC* 


“ O my loul,” quoth the young man, “ my case is marvellous, and 
haply thou wilt dcsiic me to 1 elate it in ordoi continuous 5 and 

quoth the Sultan, “Lot me hcai it.”-And Shahuuad pcieeived 

the dawn of day and foil silent and ceased saying her peiintLted 
say. Then quoth her sistei Punya/ad, “ How sweet and tasteful 
is thy tale, O sister mine, and enjoyable and delectable) ” Quoth 
she, “And whoic is this computed with that I would 1 elute to you 
on the coming night an the Sovian suffer me to sutvive?” Now 
when it was the next night and that was 


SlIjc QHjvcc 1!) infer eU nnti Jfittpdiftl) JSlIgdbt, 

Dunyazad said to lict, “Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish fot us thy tale that ue may cut shoit 

tire watching of tins out latter night!” She icplicd:-Willi 

love and good will I It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 


1 In Chavis and Calotte the king is lliuun al-Rashid and lhc muslinfill young 
person proves to he Zinaida, the fiivouuU. rUughlei ot Ja’.itar lkunnki; whilst the 
go-between is not llic young lady’s molhei but Ncimma, an oh! governess. The 
over-jealous husband m the SeLtjnd Lady of llaghdad (vid, i. night vis.) is. AhAmm, 
&011 and heir of (he Caliph U.min al- Rash ui. 

2 MS. yol. iii, pp. 1(18-179: and Scott’s " Stoiy of lhc Second Lunatic,” 
VP 4 S-S 1 - fl ,e name is absuully given, as the yuulU was anything lmt a lunatic 
hut Lins is Aiab symmeiromama The Laic is virtually (he same as “ Women’s 
Wiles,” m vol t\. p 341, ante. 
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dhectoi, the right-guiding, loid of the rede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fair-seeming and worthy celebrating, that the second 

youth said :- 0 my loid the Sultan, I am by calling a merchant 

man and none of the guild was youngei, I having just entered my 
sixteenth year. Like my fellows I sold and bought in the Baxai 
eveiy day till, one day of the days, a damsel came up to me and 
diew ncai and handed to me a papei which I opened ; and behold, 
it was full of veiscs and odes in ptaise of myself, and the end of 
the letter contained the woman’s name professing to be enamoured 
of me When I lead if, I came down from my shopboaid, in my 
folly and ignoiance, and putting foith my hand seized the girl and 
beat her till sire swooned away. 1 Aflm this I let her loose and she 
went her ways, and then I fell into a biown study, saying to myself, 
“ Would Heaven I wot wheiliei the gill be without lelations or tl 
she hath kith and km to whom she may complain and they will 
come and bastinado me." And, O out lord the Sultan, I repented 
of what I had done whenns repentance availed me naught and 
this lasted me foi twenty days. At the end of that time as I was 
silting in my shop accoidmg to my custom, behold, a young lady 
entered and she was sumptuously clad and sweetly scented and she 
was even as the moon in its fulness on the fouitecnth night. When 
I gazed upon her my wits fled and iny sane senses and light judg¬ 
ment foisook me and I was incapable of attending to aught save 
hciself. She then came up and said, “0 youth, hast thou by thee 
a ,vaiiely of metal ornaments?” and said I, “O my lady, of all 
kinds thou canst possibly requite." Heicupon she wished to see 
some anklets which I biought out foi her, when she put foith hei 
feet to me and allowing me the calves of her legs said, “ O my lord, 
tiy them on me.” This T did. Then she asked for a necklace 2 
and X pioducctl one, when she unveiled her bosom and said, “Take 
its measure on me " • so I set it upon her and site said, “ X want a 
line pail of biacclcts,” and I bi ought to hei a paii when, extending 
hei hands and displaying her wiists, she said to me, “Put them on 
me ” I did so and piescnlly she asked me, “What may be the 
piicc of all these?” when I exclaimed, “0 my lady, accept them 
fiom me in fiec gift” ; and this was of the excess of my love to hei, 
O King of the Age, and my being wholly absorbed in her. Then 
quoth 1 to her, “ 0 my lady, whose daughter art thou ? ” and quoth 


i Tins forward movement on the parL of the fair one is held to he very 
insulting by the modest Muslim. This incident is wanting in “ Women’s Wiles." 

a Arab. ,c Uibbali,” usually the pint of the throat wlieic ornaments arc hung 
or camels me slabbed. 
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she, “I am the daughter of the Shaylch al-Islam. 1 " I replied, 
“My wish is to ask thee in mmriage of thy falhci”; and she 
rejoined, “'Tis well: but, O youth, I would have thee know that 
when thou askest me from my she he will say:—I have but one 
daughter and she is a ciipplc and deformed even as Salih was. 2 3 Do 
thou, however, make answer that thou ait contented to accept her, 
and if he offer any lemonsliancc, ciy :—I’m content, content I” 

I then enqniicd, “When shall that be?" and she leplied, “To¬ 
morrow about undiun hour" come to our house and thou wilt find 
my she, the Shaykh al-Islam, sitting with his companions and 
intimates. Then ask me to wife.” So we agtcod upon this 
counsel, and on the next day, O our loid the Sullun, I went with 
seveial of my comrades, and we lcpaiicd, I and they, to the house 
of the Shaykh al-Islam, whom I found sitting with .smithy Grandees 
about him. We made our snlams which they returned, and they 
welcomed us and all on toted into friendly and familiar convocation. 
When it was time fm the noon-meal, the table-cloth 4 was spicad, 
and they invited us to join them, so wc dined with them and aftei 
dinner dunk coffee. I then stood up saying, “O my loid, I am 
come hither to sue and solicit thee foi the lady concealed and the 
pearl umevealed, thy daughter." but when the Shaykh al-Islam 
heard from me these wotds he bowed his head foi awhile giound- 

waids-And Sha.hr.uad was suipiised by the dawn of day and 

fell silent and ceased to say her permitted say. Then quoth her 
sister Dunya/ad, “ How sweet is thy story, O sister mine, and how 
enjoyable and delectable I" Quoth she, “And whcic is this 
compaied with that I would 1 elate to you on the coming night 
an die Soyian suffer me to sutvive?” Now when it was the next 
night and that was 

SHje STIjiec puutii'cfc null jsiyty JUijdit, 

Dunya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut short the 

watching of this our lattci night 1 " She leplied:-With love 

and good will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 


1 The Chief of the Moslem Chuich. Foi the oiigin of the office and its date 
(A,D. 1453) sec nights dcccclxtvi. and Terminal Essay, vol viii., ante 

2 Aiab. “ Satihah “ — a she-Satfli: this seer was a headless mid neckless body, 
with face m bieast, lacking mcmheis and lying piosliale on the ground. Ilis 
fellow, “ Slukk,” was a half-man, and both fore Loid the divine mission of 
Mohammed. (Ibn Khali. 1. 487.) 

3 Aral). “ Wakt nl-Zuhfi” ; the division of time between sunrise and midday. 

4 In the lext “ Suiinh , '=lhc cloth : see vol. i. night xviii., etc. 
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director, the nght-gHiding, loid of the lede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fait-seeming and worthy celebiating, that the youth 

lesumed :-Now when the Shaykh al-Islam heard fiom me those 

woids he bowed his brow groundwaids foi a while m deep thought 
concerning the case of his daughter, who was a ciipple and 
wondiously defoimed. For the damsel who had told me of her 

had played me a tuck and seived me a sleight, I all the lime 

knowing nothing about her guile. Ihesently he taised his head 
and said to me, “ By Allah, 0 my son, I have a daughter but she 
is helpless.” Quoth I, “ I am content ”; and quoth he, “ An thou 
take hei to wife aflei this description, ’tis on expiess condition 
that she be not icmoved fiom my house and thou also shalt pay 
her the fust visit and cohabit with hei in my home." I icplied, 
“To hear is to obey”; being confident, 0 King of the Age, 
that she was llie damsel who had visited my shop and whom 
I had seen with my own eyes. Thereupon the Shaykh al-Islam 
married his daughlci to me and I said 111 my mind, “By Allah, 

is it possible that I am become maslei of this damsel and shall 

enjoy to my full her beauty and loveliness?” But when night 
fell they led me in piocession to the chamber of my biide , 
and when I beheld her I found hei hideous as hei father had 
descubed hei, a defoimed ciippIc. At that moment all manner 
of cares mounted my back and I was full of ftny and groaned 
with gnef fiom the coie of my hcait; but I could not say a 
word, for that I had accepted liei to wife of my own fiee will 
and had dcclated myself contented in picsence of hei she. So 
I took seat silently in a cornei of the 100m and my bride in 
another, because I could not bring myself to appioacli hei, she 
being unfit foi the carnal company of man, and my soul could not 
accept cohabitation with hei And at dawntide, 0 my lord the 
Sultan, I left the house and went to my shop, which I opened 
according to custom, and sat down with my head dizzy like one 
diunken without wine, when loI thcie appealed before me the 
young lady who had caused happen to me that mishap. She 
came up and sa lam'd to me, but I aiosc with sullenncss and abused 
her and cued, “Wheiefoie, 0 my lady, hast thou put upon me such 
a piece of work?” She icplied, "O miserable 1 ! lecollect such a 
day when I biought thee a letter, and thou, after reading it, didst 
come down from thy shop, and didst seize me and didst trounce me 
and didst drive me away " I icplied, “O my lady, prithee pardon 
me, for I am a tiue penitent." And I ceased not to soften her 


VOL. x. 


1 Arab. “ Ya Tinjir,” lit. = 0 Keltic. 
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with soothing 1 words, and piomiscd hoi all weal if she would but 
forgive me, At last she deigned excuse me, and said, “Thcie is 
no hatm for thee, and, as I have netted thee, so will I enmesh 
thcc " I lcplied, “Allah, Allah 2 3 4 ! O my lady, I am uiidei thy 
safeguaid." And she lojoined, “Ifie thee to the Aglu of the 
Jnnakilnh," the gypsies, give him fifty piastres, and say him 
\Vc desne thoo to furnish us with a fathci and a moLhei and 
cousins and kith and kin, and do lliou chaigc them to say of me, 
‘This is our cousin and om blood relation’ Then let him send 
them all to the house of the Shaylch al-Islam and lepair thither 
himself, togelhci with his followcis, a paity of diu minus and a 
parcel of pipeis When they enter his house, and the Shaykh shall 
peiceivo them, and exclaim . — What's this we’ve liuio? let the Agha 
reply ;—O my Joul, we be kinsmen with thy son-in-law, and we aie 
come to gladden his maniage with thy daughtei and to make meriy 
with him. I-Ie will exclaim, Is this thy son a gypsey musician? And 
do thou explain, saying.—Aye, veuly I am a Jankalt; and ho will cry 
out to thee O dog ■ thou art a gypsey, and yet dmst thou many 

the daughtei- of the Shaykh al-lslam ? Then do thou make 
answer .—O my lord, 'twas my ambition to be ennobled by thine 
alliance, and I have espoused thy daughtei only that the mean 
name of Jankali may pass away from me and that I may be under 
the skirt of thy protection ” Hercat, O my loid the Sultan, I aiose 
without stay and delay and chd ns the damsel bade me and agiecd 
with the Chiefs of the Gypsies foi fifiy piasties. 1 On the second 
day, about noon, lo and behold! all the Jamlkilnh met befoie the 
house of the Shaykh al-Islam and (hey, a-lom-toming and a-piping 
and a-dancing, crowded into the comLytud of the mansion.— -And 
Shalnazad peiceived the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased 
saying her permitted say Then quoth hei sister Dimya/ad, “How 
sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sislet mine, and enjoyable and 
delectable!” Quoth she, “And where is this conipaicd with that 
I would 1 elate to you on the coming night an the Sovian suffei me 
to ryu vive?” Now when it was the next night and that was 


1 Aiab “ Tari,” lit. =wet, with its concomitant suggestion, soft and pleasant 
life deseit rain 

2 Here meaning " Haste, baste !” See vol. i. night xxxiii 

3 The chief man (Agh.t) of the Gypsies, the ]mlc of Egypt whom Turkish 
soldiers call Ohio vend 6, a race of smgcisand dnnceis ; m fact, piofcssional Nantch- 
girls Sec p 222, “ Account of the Gypsies of India,” by David MacRitchic 
{London, IC. Paul, 1886), a most useful manual. 

4 Arab. “Kimish,” pliir. of “Kirsh” (pron. “ Giisli”), the Egyptian piastre 
=one-fifth of a shilling. The word may dciive ftoin a / Kaisli=collecting money, 
but it is inoic probably a corruption of Gioschen, piimaiity a gieat or thick piece 
of money; and secondarily, a small silvci coin = 3 loeiwers=i penny. 
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0TI)f QTIjicc HjimTaclj ant Jtfhi.flcUcitffj 

Punya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, 0 my sistei, an thou be 
olhei than sleepy, finish for us thy talc that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this our laLtei night 1 ” She replied-With love 

and good wifi I It hath leached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
director, the light-guiding, lord of the lede which is benefiting and 
of deeds faii-seeming and woithy celebrating, that the youth 
continued:—So Lhe Janakilah enteied the house of the Shaykh 
nl Islam all a-diumnung and a clancmg. Presently the family came 
out and asked, “What i.s to do? And what be this hubbub?” 
The fellows answeied, "We aie gypsey-folk and our son is in 
yom house, having wedded the daughtci of the Shaylch al-Islam.” 
Healing these words the family went up and repotted to its head, 
and he, lising from his seat, descended to Lhe court-yard which he 
found full of Jankalis. He enquired of them their need and they 
told him that the youth, their kinsman, having maided the daughter 
of the house, they weie come to make meuy at the biidc-fcast. 
Quoth the Shaykh, “This indeed be a soie calamity that a gipsey 
should espouse the daughter of the Shaykh aUslatn By Allah, 
I will divoice her fiom him.” So he sent aftei me, O out lord 
the Sultan, and asked me, saying, “ What is thy breed and what 
wilt thou take to be off with thyself?” Said I, “A Jankali; and 
I mat lied thy daughter with one design, namely, to sink the mean 
name of a gypscy diummei in the honour of connection and 
relationship with thee.” He lephed, “ 'Tis impossible that my 
daughter can cohabit with thee: so up and divoice her.” I 
lejoined “No so; I will never repudiate hci.” Then we fell to 
quattelling, but the folk inteiposed between 11s and ailunged that I 
should leccive foity puises 1 for putting her away. And when he 
paid me the moneys I gave her the divorce and took the coin and 
went to my shop, rejoicing at having escaped by this contrivance 
On the next day, behold, came the damsel who had taught me the 
sleight and saluted 111c and wished me good morning I letuined 
her salam and indeed, O our lord the Sultan, she was a model of 
beauty and loveliness, statule and symmetucal grace, and my heart 
was enmeshed 111 her love for the excess of her charms and the 
limpid /low of Jiui speech and the sweetness of her tongue. So I 
said to her, “And when this promise?” and said she, “I am the 


1 The pmse (“ Kis") is = 5O0 piastres (kimisl»)=,£5 \ and a thousand purses 
compose (lie Treasury (“ Kha/nah ”) = ^5,000. 
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daughter of Such-and-such, a rook in .such a qtiarieL ; and do thou 
go ask me in man Inge of him.” So I lose up with all Imste and 
went to hoi father and prayed that he would give her to me. And 
piesenlly I wedded hci and went in unto hoi and found her as the 
full moon of the fouiteenth night and was subjugated by her 
scemhhead. Such, then, is the advcnLuro which befell me; but, 0 
my lord the SulLan, the Stoiy of the Sage Such-an-ono and lus 
Scholar is moio wondeiful and deleelablo, foi indeed ’Lis of the 
maivels of the age and among the nmaelcs which have been 
seen by man. Theieupon the Sovian bade him speak, and the 
Second T Aina lie. proceeded to locount the 


• S'roRv oi< Tine ragic and rim scholars 

Tmutit was in times of yore and in ages long gone befoie, a 
learned man who had retired ftom the woild, secluding himself in 
an uppci cell of a Catliodial-niosquo, and this place he lelt not 
foi many days save upon the most piessmg needs. At last a 
beautiful hoy whose charms were umivalled m his time went in to 
him, and salam’d to him. The Shaykli returned the salute and 
welcomed him with the faiiest welcome and com teously entieated 
him, sealing bun beside himself. Then lie asked him of his case 
and whence lie came and Lhe boy answeied, "O my loiil, ipieslion 
me not of aught nor of my woildly malleis, foi vciily I am as one 
who hath fallen fiom Lhe heavens upon the eaith, 1 2 3 * and my sole 
object is the honour of lending thee.” The Sage again welcomed 
him and the hoy scived him assiduously foi a length of time 
till he was twelve yeais old. Now on one day of the days 8 the 
lad heard certain of his fellows saying that the Sultan had a 
daughlei endowed with beauty whose chaims weie unequalled by 
all the Princesses of the age. So he fell in love with her by 

hearsay.-And Sliahrazad was siupiised by the dawn of day 

and fclL silent and ceased to say hci pci nutted say Then quoth 
her sister Dunyazad, “ I-fow sweet is thy stoiy, O sis tot mine, and 
how enjoyable and delectable l” Quoth she, "And wheie is this 


1 MS. vol. iii. pp 179-203. Il is Scott’s “ Sloiy of the Reined Sage and liis 
Pupil, related to the Sultan by die Second Lunatic.” vi pp. 53.67 , and (JauUiei’s 
Histone flu AW<v, vi. 199-214 The scene is laid in Cano, 

2 Manning lh.it he was an oiphaii, and had, like the well-known widow, 
“seen liellei days.” 

3 The phinse, I h.ue imtul, is not mciely pleonastic : it emphasises the 

assertion that u was a chance d.ij. 
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compared with that I would 1 elate to you on the coming night an 
the Sovian suffei me to .survive ?” Now when it was the next night 
and that was 


GTIjc <Zrf»vct ants JFtfhi rigljih Biflfit, 

Dunya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sisloi, an thou 
be olhci than .sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut shoit 

the watching of this oui latte) night!” She replied:-With love 

and good will! It hath readied me, 0 auspicious King, the 
dilector, the light-guiding, loid of the mde which is benefiting and 
of deeds fan-seeming and woithy cclcbiating, that the lad who seived 
the Sage fell in love with the Sultan’s daughter by heaisay. 
Ihosently he went in to his master, and told him theieof, adding, 
ft O my lord, veiily the King hath a daughter beautiful and lovesome, 
and my sou] longcth to look upon her, an it be only a single look.” 
The Shaykli asked him, saying, “Wherefore, O my son? What 
have the like of 11s to do with the daughters of Sovians 01 otheis? 
We be an ordei of ciemitcs and self-contained, and we fcai the 
Kings foi 0111 own safety” And the Sage continued to wain the lad 
against the shifts of Time and to diveit him from his intent; but 
the more words he utteied to wain him and to detei him, the moic 
resolved he became to win his wish, so that he abode continually 
groaning and weeping Now this was a giievous niattei lo Lhe good 
Shaykh, who loved him with an exceeding love passing all bounds; 
and when be saw him in this condition he exclaimed, “There is 
no Majesty and there is 110 Might save in Allah, the Gloiious, the 
Gieat.” And his hcail was softened and he had lulh upon the 
case of lus scholar and pitied Ins condition, and at last said to 
him, “O my son, dost thou liuly long to look but a single look at 
the Sultan’s daughter?” Quoth he, “Yes, 0 my loid” , and quoth 
the olhei, “Come hiLliei Ionic.” Accoidingly, he came up to him 
and the Shaykh pioduccd a Kohl-pot and applied the powdei to 
one of Ins scholia's eyes, who behold, forthright became such that 
all who saw him ciicd out, “This is a half-man 1 ” Then the Sage 


1 An old Pliman fable long curicnl throughout the East, It is die Peis. 
Nfm-clnhieh, and the Ai.ib Slukk and possibly Nasnfts=nisf al-N.is (?). See 
night di. Slnkk had received from Allah only half lhe foim of a man, and 
his rival divinci Salih was ft shapeless man of flesh without limbs They lived 
in the days of a woman turned Tarifah, daughter of Al-Klmyr al-llnnyaii and wife 
of Amri'i bin ’Amir, who was famous for having inlercomse with the Jann. When 
about Lo die, she sent for the two, on account of llicir deformity anc! the influence 
exercised upon litem by Lhe demons , and, having spat into their months, 
bequeathed lo them her Jinni, after which she departed life and was buried at Al 
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bade him go about the city ami the youth obeyed his commands 
and f.ued forth , but whenas the folic espied him they ciied out, 
“A miracle! a miracle! this be a half-man!” And the moie the 
youth walked about the sheets the moie the folk followed him and 
gazed upon him fot diversion and maiveiled at the spectacle; and 
as often as the great men of the city hcaid of him they sent to 
summon him and solaced themselves with the sight and said, “Laud 
to the Loid I Allah cicalelh whutso He wisheth and commandeth 
whatso He xvillelh as we sec in the fashioning of tins half-man.” 
The youth also looked ficely upon the Ilau'ms of the Grandees, he 
being faiier than any of them , and this case continued till the 
lcpoit leached the Sultan, who bade him bo biought into the pic- 
scnce, and on seeing him mai veiled at the woiks of the Almighty. 
Presently the whole couit galhcied together to ga/e at him in 
wondeimeat and the tidings soon leached the Queen, who sent an 
Eunuch to fetch him and inLioducc him into the Sciiagho. The 
women all aclmiicd the piodigy and the Princess looked at lum and 
he looked at hci ; so his fascination incieased upon him and he said 
in liis secret soul, “ An I wed hei not I will slay myself >" Aftei 
this the youth was dismissed by the Sultan’s Haiim and he, whose 
heait burned with love foi the King’s daughtei, relumed home, 
The Shaykh asked him, “ Hast thou, O m> son, seen the Punecss ? ” 
and he answcicd, “I have, O my tnaslei ; but this one look suffircth 
me not, noi can I lest until I sit by her side and fill myself with 
gazing upon het.” Quoth he, “0 my child, we be an ascetic folk 
that slum the woilcl noi have we aught to do with enmeshing our¬ 
selves in the affans of the Sultan, and we feai foi thee, O my son.” 
Put the youth leplied, “O my loid, except I .sit by her side and 
sltolce hei neck and shouldcts with these my hands, I will slay 
myself." Heicupon the Sage said in his mind, “I will do whatso I 
can foi, this good youth and peichance Allah may enable him to 
win bis wish.” lie then aiosu and bi ought out the Kohl-pot and 
applied the powdei to his .scholars eithei cycj and, when it had 
settled Ihciein, it made him invisible to the Icen of man. Then 


Johfali. Presently they became noted sooths,lycis ; Slukk had issue Ini! Salih none; 
they lived 300 (some say 600) years, end both died shortly before the birth of the 
Prophet concerning whom they piophcsied When the Tobba of Al-Yamnn 
dreamed Llial a dove flew horn a holy place and seLLled in llic Tilwinalt (lowland 
senbomd) of Meccah, Salih interpreted it lo signify that n Prophet would arise to 
destroy idols and to leach the best of faiths. The two also predicted (according to 
Tabari) to Al-Rabfah, son of Nasr, a Jewish king of Al Yninnn, lhaL the llabasli 
(Abyssinian s) should conquer the coimliy, govein it, and he expelled, and aftei 
this a Prophet should aitsc amongst the Arabs and bring a new religion which all 
should cmhiacc and which should cinline until Doomsday Compmc Lids with the 
divining damsel in Acts xvi. 16-18. 
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he said, “Go forth, O my son, and indulge tliydesiie; but return 
again soon and be not absent loo long" Accordingly the youth 
hastened to the Palace, and entering it, looked right and left, none 
seeing him the while, and proceeded to the Haiem wheie he seated 
himself beside the daughtei of Lhe Sultan Still none peiceived 
him until, aftei a time, he put foith his hand and softly stroked 
hei neck. But ns soon as the Princess felt the youth's touch she 
shrieked a loud shriek heaid by all the eais in Lhe Palace and cried, 
“I seek refuge with Allah fioni Satan the stoned I” At this pro¬ 
ceeding on the girl’s pait, all asked her, saying, “What is to do 
with thee?" Wheieto she answcicd, “Verily some Satan hath this 
instant touched me on the neck ” Upon this hei mother was 
alauncd foi her and sent foi hei nuise,* and when informed of what 
had befallen the girl the old woman said, “If there be aught 
of Satnns hac, naught is so soveicign a specific to drive them 
away and keep them off as the smoke of camel’s dung. 8 " Then 
she aiose and biought thcicof a quantity which was thrown into 
the fne and presently it scented ancl petvaded the whole apartment. 
All this and the youth still sal theie without being seen. But 
when the dung-smoke thickened, his eyes brimmed and he could 
not but shed tears, and the moie smoke there was the moie bis 
eyes watcied, and big diops flowed till at last all the Kohl was 
washed off and tiicklccl down with the teais, So he became 
visible a-nuddlcmosl the royal Haiem , and, when the dames 
descried him, all shrieked one shriek, each at other, upon which 
the Ermuchry rushed in, then, finding the young man still seated 
theie, they laid hands upon him and haled him before the Sultan, 
to whom they repoitcd ins crime and how he had been caught 
Unking in the King’s Senaglio a-sitting beside the Princess, 
Hearing this, the Sovian bade summon the Headsman and com¬ 
mitted to him the criminal, bidding him take the youth and robe 
him in a black habit bcpalehcd with flamc-colom 1 2 3 ; then, to set 
him upon a camel and, aftei paiading him though Cairo city and 
all the sheets, to put him to dentil. Accoidingly, the executioner 


1 Aiab. ** Ka 1 u.un.lnah” ; the wont has befoic been explained as ft nurse, a 
duenna, nil Amn/(>» guarding the Ilamm. According to C. de Perceval (peie) it 
was also the tillc given by the Alilmsidts to the Governess of the Serr.iglio. 

2 So in lhe Apociyplia (Tobias, \i H). Tobit is taught by the Aichangcl 
Raphael to diive away evil spiiils (01 (lewis) by the smoke ofa bit of fish's heart, 
The puiclicc may date liom the eailiest days, when n Evil Spirits” were created by 
man. In India, when Eutopcans dcmle the existence of Jinns and Raksliasns, 
and declaie that they never saw one, lhe people icccivc this information willi a 
smile which means only, “ I should think not 1 you and youis are worse Ilian any 
of mil devils,” 

} An I nipnsiloiiul coslumc called in the le\l “ Sh.tmiyal bi al-Nar. 
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took the youth-And fihahiayad perceived the dawn of day and 

fell silent and ceased .saying her permitted say. Then quoth her 
sister TJunyazad, “ How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, 0 sislei mine, 
and enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, “And wheie is this 
compared with that I would iclate to you on the coming night an 
the Sovran suffci me to suivivo ?” Now when it was the next night 
and that was 


Qffjc (ZTfji'cc ihuntJirh anti JFithu\iut(i Jfticylib 

Dunya/ad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou lie 
other than sleepy, finish for us thy tide that we may cut short the 

watching of this oui latter night 1 2 " Shcieplied;-With love and 

good will! It hath i cached me, O auspii ions King, the diieUoi, 
the light-guiding, loid of the lode which is beneJiting and of deeds 
fair-soeming and worthy eelobin ling, that the Linkman took the 
youth and fated forth with him fiom the ]>alace. 'Then lie looked 
at him, and found him fair of foini and i.ivom, a sans peei 
m loveliness, and he ob.seived that he showed no foai 1101 chunking 
fiom death. So ho had pity upon him and his heart yearned to 
him, and he .said in his mind, “Ily Allah, attached to dhis young 
man is a uuc historyThen he. brought a leathern gown, which 
he put upon him, and the flamcy black habit, which he passed ove\ 
bis arms; and, setting him upon a camel ns the Sultan had 
commanded, at last earned him in procession, crying out the while, 
“This is tin* arvaid, and the least awaid, of him who violatcth the 
Tlaiem of the King”; and lie Lhieudcd the siieet.s till they on me 
to the squaie bcfoie the gieat Mosque wherein was the Shaykh. 
Now as all the folk wcie enjoying the spectacle, the Sage looked 
ouL fiom the window of his cell and beheld the condition of his 
scholai. He was moved to uiLli, and reciting a spelt lie .summoned 
the Jann, and bade them snatch the young man off the camel’s back 
with all care and kindness and biing him to his cell; and lie also 
commanded an ’Aun of the ’Anns' to seue some olds to i and set 
him upon the beast in lieu of the youth. They did as he bid them 
for that he had taken fealty of the Jann and because of his pro¬ 
found studies in the Notarrcon J and every branch of the art magical. 

1 A tribe of lire Jam, sometimes made synonymous with “ Maud,” and ut 
utliei limes contrasted wrlh Ibese rebels, asm lire hloiy of Ma’am f mill J. Si oil's 
“ llislory o( the Sultan or JIuul ” (vol vi. 195) Fm another nolo see The Niglils, 
sol. in night ci’Kvni 

2 Aral) “ ’Ilm al-lluiuf,” not to be confounded with “ the’Ihn al-jnmal,” 
or “ IFis.rh al-Jumal,” ti notation by munciicat values of lire nlpliabel. See 
Inimsdoil's Grammar or (lie Persian Language, i. 37. 
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And when all the ciowd saw the youth suddenly transformed 
into agicy-beaid they were awc-stneken and cued, “ Alhamdohlah 
—laud to the Lord—the young man hath become an old man 1 ” 
They then looked again and behold, they saw a pcison well-known 
amongst the lieges, one who had long been wont to sell greens and 
colocasia at the hostehy gale neai the Cathedial-mosque. Now 
the headsman noting this case was confounded with soie affright, 
so he 1 etui ned to the palace with the oldbtei seated on the camel 
and went m to the Sultan, followed by all the city-folk who were 
gazing at the spectacle. Then lie stood bofoie the King and the 
eunuchry, and did homage and played foi the Sovian and said, 
“ 0 our loid the Sultan* venly the youth hath vanished, and jn 
lieu of him is this Slmykh well known to the whole city,” Hearing 
these woitls the King was staitied; soie fcai euteied his heart, 
and he said to himself, “Whoso hath been able to do this deed can 
do e’en moiei be can depose me from my kingship 01 he can 
devise my death ” So his affright increased and lie was at a loss 
how to conlnvo foi such case. Presently he summoned Ins Minister, 
and when he tame into the presence said to him, “0 Wa/ir, 
advise me how to act in the affair of this youth and what measures 
should be taken.” The Mimslei bowed his biow gioundwaids m 
thought for a while, then raising it, he' addiesscd the Sultan and 
said, “0 King of the Age, this be a thing beyond cxpeuence, and 
the doei must be master of a might we compielumd not and 
haply he may work thee m the future some injuiy, and we fear 
from him for thy daughtei. Wherefore the light way is tliat 
thou issue a loyal autogiaph and bid the C1101 go lound about the 
city and ciy, saying.—Let him who hath wiought this woik appear 
befoie the King under piomise of safely, and again safety,—safely, 
on the wold of a Sultan which shall novel be falscd Should the 
youth then sun under himself, O King of the Age, marry him to 
thy daughtei, when peihaps lus mind may he reconciled to thee by 
love of her. Ide hath alieady east eyes upon her and he hath seen 
the inmates of thy I-Iaioin uniobcd, so that naught can save then 
honour but his being united with the Princess.” Heicupon the 
Sultan indited an nulogiaphic resciipt and placed it in the Crier’s 
hands even as the Wa/ir had counselled, and the man went about 
the streets proclaiming, “ By Command of the just King! whoso 
hath done this deed let him discover himself and come to the 
Palace under promise of safety, and again safety, the safety of 
sovereigns—safety, on the word of a Sultan which shall never be 
falscd.” And the Cuer ceased not ciying till m fine he reached 
Lhe squaie fronting the great Mosque. The youth who was standing 
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there heard the proclamation, and returning to his Shaykh said, 
“ 0 my lot cl, the Crici hath a rescript from the Sultan and he ciieth 
saying:—Whoso hath done this deed let him discover himself and 
come to the Palace urnlev promise of safety, and again safety,— 
safety, on the woid of a Sultan which shall ne\ci be falsed. And, 
I must go to him perforce.* Said the Sage, “O my son, why 
shouldst thou do on such wise? Hast thou not already suffered 
thy sufficiency?" lint the young man exclaimed, “Nothing shall 
pi event my going”; and at this the Shaykh replied, “flo Lhen, 
D my son, and be Ihy safeguarding with the laving, the Eternal.'* 
Aecoidingly, the jonlh lop.iiicd to the Haiumam, and having 
bathed, altiied himself in the uehesl atliie he owned, after which 
he went forth and discovered himself to the Ciier, who led him 
to the Palace and set him bcfoie the Sovran He salamcd to the 
Sultan and did him obeisance and prayed for his long life and 
prosperity in style the most eloquent, and proffered his petition 
in verse the most fluent. The Sultan looked at him (and lie 
habited in lus best and with all of beauty blest), and the loyal 
mind was pleased and lie enquired saying, “Who art thou, 
O Youth?" The other lephed, “I am the Half-man whom thou 
sawesl and I did the deed whereof thou woLLesL.” As soon as 
the King hen id this speech ho enliealed him with inspect and 
Haile lum sit in the most honourable stead, and when he was 
sealed, tire twain conversed together. The Sultan was as¬ 
tounded at his speech and they continued Iheit diseouisc till 
they touched upon smithy disputed questions of learning, 
when the youth piovcd himself as superior to the Sovran as a 
dinar is (o a diiham* and to wlijilevet niceties of knowledge the 
monarch asked, the young man returned an all-snlliiiont answer, 
speaking like a book. So the Sultan abode confounded at the 
eloquence of his Longue and the purity of lus phrase and the 
lcndiness of lus replies; and he said in lus mind, “This youth is as 
woithy to become my daughters male as she is meet to become 
his helpmate” Then he atldicssed him in these rvouls, “O youth, 
my wish is Lo unite thee with my d.uighlei, and after thou hast 
looked upon her and her mother none will many her save 
thyself.” The other replied, “O King of the Age, I am ready to 
obey thee, but fnsL I must lake counsel of my friends ” The King 
rejomccl, “No harm m that. 11 c thee home and ask their advice.” 
The youth then craved leave Lo ielue, anil lcpaumg to his 

Shavkh,-And Shalua/ad was surprised by the dawn of day and 

Tell silent and ceased to say her permitted say Then quoth her 
sister Dunya/ad, “ How sweet is thy slniy, O sister mine, mid how 
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enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, “And nheie is this 
compaied with that I would 1 elate to you on the coming night an 
the Sovian suflci me to suivive?" Now when it was the next night 
and that was 


1 STDt'cc IjtiiiDvclj nnti SujdictJ) Jchgljf, 


Du/iya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my srster, an thou 
he othei than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this 0111 laLtei night 1 ” She leplicd:-With love 

and good will I It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
dneclor, the right-guiding, loid of the rede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fan-,seeming and wot thy celebrating, that the youth then 
craved leave to icliie and, lepuiiing to his Shaykh, mfoimcd him 
of what had passed between himself and the Sultan and said to 
him, “ ,r J’is also my wish, O my loid, to marry his daughtei.” The 
Sage lcplied, “Thcic be no fault herein if it be lawful wedlock: 
faic thcc foitb and ask liei 111 mm dago." Quoth the youth, “But 
I, O my loid, desiic to invite the King to visit us”, and quoth 
the Sage, “do invito him, 0 my son, and hcaiten thy heart.” 
The youth lephed, “ 0 my lord, since I fust came to thee and thou 
didst honoui me by hiking me into thy seivice, I have known 
none othei home save this nanow cell whcacin thou sittest, never 
stnring fiom it 01 by night or by day. How can wc invite the 
King hithoi?” The Sago lojouied, “0 my son, do thou go invite 
him, 1 dying upon Allah, the VdJei who veiJcth all tilings, and say 
to him :—My Shaykh gieetelh thee with the salam and invitetli 
thee lo visit him next Ifiiday.” Accoidingly, the youth repaired 
to the ICmg and saluted him and offered his - seivice and blessed 
him, with most eloquent longue and said, “ 0 King of the Age, 
my Shaykh gieetelh lime and f,ayeih to thee:—Come, cat thy 
pottage* with us next l'/hlay”; wlicic to the Sultan mphed, “Hear¬ 
ing is consenting.” Then the youth icUnned to Ihe Sage and 
wailed upon him accouhng to custom, longing ihc while for the 
coining of Friday. On that day the Sage said to the youth, “O 
my son, atise with me and I will show thcc what house be ours, so 
thou mayst go fetch the King.” Then he took bun and the two 
walked on till they came upon a turn in the centre of the city and 
the whole was in heaps, mud, clay, and stones. The Sage looked 


1 lake oui “ Cut yom mutton,” 01 mange/ /a son/e or die snj>/c einznnehneit. 
L r oi tins formula, 11 waning, like the Hr,i/ih«m “cup of walci,” a grand feast, see 
night deevii. 
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at it, and said, “O my sou, this i.s ovn mansion, Do thou hie 
thee to the King and Ining him hithet.” But the youth exclaimed, 

“ O my loid, venly this lie a niinous heap! I-Tow then can I invite 
the Sultan and hiitig him to such an ill place? This wcie a shame 
and a disgiaee to us.” Quoth the Sage, “ Cio, and dicad thou 
naught” Upon this the youth depaited, saying in himself, “By 
Allah, my Sliaykh must he Imn-niatl, and doubtless he confoundeth 
in his insanity lititli and untiutli.” But lie .stinted not faiing nil 
lie icached the Palace and went in to the Sultan, whom lie found 
expecting him, so lie dclivcied the message, “Deign honour us, 0 
my loul, with (Iiy piesenrc. 1 2 ” llcirupon the King .nose without 

stay m delay and took lioise, and all the louls of the land alsp 

moilnled, following the youth to the place wheie lie told them lus 
Sliaykh abode But when they diew noai it they found a ioy.il 
mansion and oumielnv sLandmg aL the gales in costliest gear as if 
lohecl ft oiii a luli.smanic hew id When the young man saw this 
change of .scene, he was awo-xtiitck and (cmlounded in such way 
that haully could he keep his .senses, and he said to himself, “But 

an instant ago 1 hehelcl with mine own eyes this veiy place a 

i unions heap how, then, hath it suddenly become on this same 
site a Palace such as belongelh not to om Sultan ? But 1 had 
better keep the sract to myself.” lh eseotVy the Kw-g alighted as 
also did his suite, and enteied the mansion, and whonas he inspected 
it he mm veiled at the spleudom ot the fust ap.ulmenl, hut the 
tnoie nan only he looked the moie magnificent he tound the place, 
and the set ond mote sumptuous than the lust. So his wits ivcie 
bcwildciod llicie.il till he was uslirtetl into a spacious speuk-iooin, 
wheie they found the Sha>kli sitting on one side of the chamber 3 
to lcceive them 'I'hc Sultan sakiinod to him, wheieupon the Sage 
raised his head and ictuiiied his gieeling but did not liso to his 
feet. The King then' saL him down on the opposite side, when the 
Sliaykh lionouied him by addiessmg him and was pleased to con¬ 
verse with him on vanotis themes; all this while the royal senses 
being confounded at the giandeur mound him and llie larilies in 
that Palace. Pie-senlly the Sliaykh said to his scholai, “ Knock 
thou at this dooi and bid om bieakfasl be bioughl in,” So the 
young man aiose and lapped and called out, “ Bung in the break¬ 
fast”; when lo 1 Llie door was opened and there came out of it an 


1 Aral) “’1 nrnval,” a moil useful woi< 1 , employed upon almost all occasions 
of invitation, and mo tly equivalent to “ Have Uie kindness,” etc. See mglit \li\. 

2 Thu Sh.iyldi tor humility .sits at the side, not at llie “ Hncli,” oi top ol llie 

room; bin lie docs not rise befoie the inn poial power. Thu Sultan is equally 
romteous and llie Shaylvh honours lum by no* keeping ‘deuce. 
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hunched Mamelukes 1 of the Book, each bearing upon Ins head a 
golden liay, wheicon were set dishes of precious metals, and these, 
which were filled with hicakfast-meats of all kinds and coiouis, 
they uinged in oiclei hefoie the Sultan, tie was surprised at the 
sight, foi that he had naught so splendid in his own possession; 
but he came forwards and ate, as Likewise did the Shaykh and all 
the com tiers till they were satisfied. And after this they drank 
coffee and shcibels, and the Sultan and the Shaykh fell to con¬ 
versing on questions ol loie : the King was edified by the words of 
the Sage, who on his pait sat iespecially between the Sovran's 
hands. Now when it was well-nigh noon, the Shaykh again said 
to his scholar, “ Knock thou at that dooi and bid our noonday- 
meal be biought in.'' lie arose and lapped and called out, “Bring 
in the dinner” ; when lo< the dooi opened of itself and there came 
out of it an handled white slaves all othei than the fust tiain and 
each beating a liny upon his head. They spiead the Sufrah-clolh 
befoic tlie Sultan and tanged the dishes, and he looked at the plates 
and obseived that they weie of piccious metals and stones; whereat 
lie was more astonished than before and he said to himself, “ in 
very deed Lliis be a miracle!" So all ate their sulliciency, when 
basins and eweis, some of gold and otheis of various noble oies, 
were home round and they washed then hands, aftei which the 
Shaykh said, “0 King, at how much hast thou valued for us the 
dower of thy daughlei ? ” The Sovran replied, “My daughter’s 
dowei is already in my hands.” This he said of his courtesy and 
inspect, but the Shaykh leplied, “Mauiage is invalid save with a 
dower.” lie then piesonted to him a mint of money and the tie 
of wedlock was duly lied, after which he Jose and hi ought for Iris 
guest a pelisse of fms such as the Sultan nevci had in his Ueasuiy 
and invested him therewith and he gave lich lobes to each and 
eveiy of Ins cotuticis according to their degiee. The Sultan then 
took leave of the Shaykh and, accompanied by tire scholai, letumed 

to the Palace.-And Shnhia/ad perceived the dawn of day and 

fell silent and ceased saying hei per milled say. Then quoth her 
1 sister Dunya/ad, “ Mow sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sister 
mine, and enjoyable and delectable ■” Quoth she, “And where is 
this compared with that I would relate to you on the coming night 
an the Sovian suffet me to survive?” Now when it was the next 
night and that was 


i Amb. “ Mini Mamltik kitabi," the lallei word meaning “one of the Cook, 
a Jew ” (especially), or a CluisLian. 
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Dunya/.ad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
olhei than sleepy, finish for us lliy laic that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this om laltei mghl !” She leplied--With love 

and good will! If hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
ditcclor, the lighl-guiding, loid of the ii'de which is benefiting 
and of deeds faii-.secming and wouhy celebiating, that the Sultan 
look with him the scholar, and they fined till they leached the 
citadel and cnleied the Palace, dining which lime the King was. 
pondering ihe nutter and wondmng at the afluh. And when 
night came, lie bade them got icady his daughtei that (he fust visit 
might be paid to her by the bridegioom. They did Ill’s bidding and 
cat lied the youth in pioresuon to hei, and he found the apartment 
bespiend with impels and perfumed with essences; the bride, 
however, was absent. So he said in his mind, “ She will come 
piesenlly, albeit now she delayoth”; and lie ceased not expecting 
her* till neai midnight, whilst the falhei and the mother said, 
“Verily the young man hath mauied our daughter and now 
.skeepeth with her.” On this wise the youth kept one leekoning 
and the SuUan and Ins I-Iaiom kepi another till it was hard upon 
dawn—all this and die bridegioom watched in expectation of 
the biide. Now when the day biafce, the mothei came to visit 
hoi child, expecting to see her by the side of hei mate; but she 
could not find a Liace of her, nor could she gather any clear 
tidings of her. Accoidingly, she asked the youth, hei son-in-law, 
who a ns we led that since enLeiitig the apaitmenl he had expected 
his bride, but she came not to him not had lie seen a sign of hei. 
Hereupon the Queen shrieked and lose up, calling aloud upon her 
daughter, foi she had none other child save that one. The 
clamour alarmed the Sultan, who asked what was to do and was 
inhumed Lhal the Pi in cess was missing fiom the Palace and had 
not been seen after she had cnleied it at eventide, Theieupon lie 
went to the youth and asked him anent her, but he alsj told him 
that he had not found hei when the piocessiou led him into the 
bridal chamber. Such was the case with these; but as icgaids 
the Piincess, when they conducted hut to the biklal loom before 
the coming of the biidegioom, a Jinni 1 of the Mai ids, who often 
visited the loyal Haiem, happened to be theie on the mariinge- 
mght and was so captivated by the dim ms of the biide that he 


i This MS. picfcrs the raie fonn "At J.uin" for the singular. 
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took seat in a corner, and upon her entering and before she was 
ware, snatched her up and soaied with hei high in air And he 
flew with hei till he icached a pleasant place of lices and nils 
some three months’ journey from the city, and in tiiat shady place 
he set her down. But he wiought hei no bodily damage, and 
eveiy day he would bung her whatso she wanted of meat and 
diink, and solaced hei by showing her the lills and tie os. Now 
this Jinni had changed Ins shape to that of a fail youth, feaung 
lest his pioper semblance affright hei, and the girl abode in that 
place for a space of foity days. But the fathei, after failing to find 
his daughter, took the youth and mpaned to the Shaykh in his 
cell, and he was as one dnven mad as he enteied and complained 
of the loss of bis only child The Shaykh, healing these words, 
dove into the depths of meditation foi an horn, then he laised lus 
head arid bade them bring before him a chafing-dish of lighted 
chaicoal. They fetched all lie icquiied, and he cast into the flic 
some incenses, ovei which he pronounced fonmiUe of incantation, 
and behold 1 the woild was turned lopsy-tuivy, and the winds 
shucked, and the eaith was canopied by dust-clouds whence 
descended at speed winged troops beaung standaids and colours 1 
And a-middlcmost of them appealed three Sultans of the Jitnn, 
all crying out at once, “ Labbayka 1 Labbayk' Adsumus, hither 
we speed to undertake ihy need.” The Shaykh then addressed 
them, saying, "My commandment is that foithnght ye bung 
me the Jmm who hath snatched away die bude of my son”; 
and they said, "To heai is to obey,” and at once commanded 
fifty of their dependent Jmns to reconduct the Piincess to her 
chambei and to hale the culprit before them, These oiders were 
obeyed . they disappcaied for an hour or so and suddenly returned, 
bringing the delinquent Jinni 111 pet&on: but as for the Sultan’s 
daughtei, ten of them conveyed her to her Palace, she wotting 
naught of them and not feeling aught of feai. And when they 
set the Jinni befoie the Shaykh, he bade the three Sultans of the 
Jann bum him to death, and so they did without stay or delay. 
All this was done while the Sovran sat before the Shaykh, 
looking on and listening and maiveiling tl t the obedience of that 
host and its Sultans and theii subjection and civil demeaiioui in 
picsonce of the Elder. Now as soon as the business ended after 
pcrfectest fashion, the Sage recited over them a spell and all went 
their seveial ways; after which he bade the King lake the youth 
and conduct him to his daughtei. This bidding was obeyed and 


I These (lugs, I have noticed, are an unfailing accompaniment of a Jinn army. 
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ptchontly the bridegioom abated the viigmUy of the bride, what 
while her parents renewed their lcjou’ings ovei the recoveiy 
of their lost child. Ami the youth was so enamoured oF the 
Princess that he quitted not the I-Tavcm For seven consecutive days, 
On the eighth the Sultan was minded to make a mrvuingc-banqnet 
and invited all the city-folk to feasts foi a whole month, and he’ 
wrote a loyal lesciipl and bade piocl.um with full publicity that, 
aecouhng to the commands of the King’s majesty, the wedding- 
feast should continue for a month, and that no citizen, be he uch 
01 be he pool, should light Cue oi Itim lamp in his own domicile 
cluiing the wedding of the L’lmeess ; but that all must cat of the. 
loyal cnteitainmcnt until the expiry of the fete. So they slaugh- 
tcied beeves and stabbed camels in the tluoal, and the kitcheners 
and cmpet-spieadei-s were eouunanded to prepare the stables, and 
the officers of the household weie ordered to loeeivc the guests 
by night and by clay. Now one night King Mohammed of Cairo 
said to his Muuslei, “O Wir/iq do thou come with me in changed 
costume and let us thread the streets and inspect and espy the folk . 
haply some of the citizens have neglected to appear at the marriage- 
feast.” 'He icplicd, “To hear is to obey.” So the twain after ex¬ 
changing habits Tor the goai of Peisian Daiwayshes went clown (o 
the city and there took place 


'IHE NIGHT ADVENTURE OF SULTAN MOHAMMED 

OF CAIRO> 

The Sultan and the W;uir threaded the bioadways of the city, and 
they noted the houses and stood foi an hour or so in each and 
every gieatci, thoioughlaie, till they came to a lane, a cul-de-sac 
wheic-tluough none could pass, and behold, they hit upon a house 
containing a company of folk. Now these weie conversing and 
saying, “ By Allah, om Sultan hath not acted wisely nor hath he 
any cause to be proud, since be hath made his daughter's bride- 
feast a vanity and a vexation, and the poor are excluded Ihcicfiom. 
He had done better to distribute somewhat of his bounty amongst 
the panpcis and the mesquin, who may not enter his palace nor 
can they obtain aught to eat.” I-Iuaung this the Sultan said to 
the W;uh , “ By Allah, needs must we enter this place ”; and the 
Minister icplicd, “ Do whatso thou wiliest.” Aecoidingly the 

i MS. vol. iii pp. 203-210 ; Stoll, “ Night Adventure of the Sultan," 
pp. 63 - 7 r. Gaulliei, Aveuhne iroctm >ie iin Sulthan, vi. 214. 
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King went up, to the dooi and knocked, when one came out and 
asked, “Who is at the dooi ?” The Sultan answered, “Guests "; and 
the voice rejoined, “Welcome to the guests,” and the door was 
thiown open. Then they went in till they leached the sitting-room, 
where they found tlnee men, of whom one was lame, the second 
was bioken-backcd, and the third was split-mouthed 1 And all 
tlnee weie sitting togethei in that place. So he asked them, 
“Wherefoie sit ye heie, ye three, instead of going to the Palace?” 
and they answeied him, “ O Ikuwaysh, 'Lis of the Weakness of 
oin 'wits,” The King then turned to his Minister, and said, 
“ There is no help but thou must biing these three men into my 
piesenco, as soon as the wedding-fetes be finished, that I may 

enquire into what slablished theii imbecility"-And Shahrazad 

was suijniscd by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to say 
her permitted say. Then quoth her sister Dunyazad, “ How sweet 
i-, thy stoiy, O sister mine, and how enjoyable and delectable l" 
Quoth she, “ And where is this compared with that I would relate 
to you on the coming night an the Sovran suffer me to suivivo ? ” 
Now when it was the next night and that was 

®[)c (Ifouc Ij) unfit rfi nit) i&hbi.Bcconfi BtjrDf, 

Dunyazad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, 0 my sister, an thou 
be other than sleep), finish for us thy tale that we may cut shoit 

the watching of this om latter night 1" She replied:-With 

love and good will! It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, 
the diicctor, the nght-guiding, lord of the rede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fail-seeming and woiihy celebrating, that the Sultan 
said to the Wa/ii, “Needs must thou bung these thiee men into 
my picscnce, as soon as the wedding-fetes be finished, and we will 
eiiqune into what proved their imbecility." Then quoth the King 
to them, ‘‘Whoiofme faie ye not, ye thiee, and eal of the royal 
banquet day by day ? ” And quoth they, “ 0 Darwaysh, we are 
crippled folk who cannot go and come, for this be giitivous to us; 
but an thy Sultan would assign to us somowhaL of victual and 
send it hithci we would willingly eat thcieof.” He rejoined, “What 
knoweth the Sultan that ye sit in this place ?” And they retorted, 
“Ye be Danvayshes who entei eveiywheie, so when ye go in to 
him tell him out tale. Iiaply shall Almighty Allah incline his 


I'Ai.ih “ Mashrul sliaclak." Aslidak is usually applied to a wide-chappcd 
face, like that of Margaret M.uillasch oi Micklc-mouthed Meg. Here, however, 
il alludes to an accideulal defmmiLy which will presenlly lie cluseiibed. 
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heart uswauls.” The King asked them, “ he you three ever silting 
togclhci m this stead?” And they answeted, “Yea, venly We 
never leave one another by night 01 by day.” Then the Kmg and 
the Minister rose up, and, having piesented (hem with a few silvers, 
look leave and clcpaited. Now it was midnight when they reached 
a tenement whcicin sat three gills with their mother spinning and 
eating; and each one appealed faiiei than her fellows, and at 
limes they sang, and then they laughed, and then they talked 
The Sultan .said to the Wa/11, “Them is no help but we cntei 
to these damsels ” , wheielo the Minister leplied, “What have 
we to do with going neat them? Let them he as they are I” 
The Sultan, howevei, rejoined, “Needs must we enter”, and the 
Wjuii ictculod, “Heaikening and obedience”; and he tapped at 
the dooi, when one of the sisleihood etted out, "Who knoeketh 
111 this gloom of the night?” The Minislet answered, “We are 
two Darwayshes, guests and Miangers ” , and the ghl rejoined, 
"We ate maidens with out mother, and we have no men 111 our 
house who van admit you; so faie ye to the mam age-feast of 
the Sultan and become ye his guests.” The Minister continued, 
" Wc ate foieigncrs and we know not the way to the Palace and 

we dread lest the Chief of Police happen upon us and apprehend 

us at this time 0’ night. We desite that you afford us lodging 
till daylight when we will go about our business, and you need 
not expect horn us aught save lospeet and honoutable tientment” 
Now when the mothei heaid tins, she pitied them and bade one 

d.nightei open the door So the damsel lluew it open and the 

Sultan and Wa/ir enteied and salam’d and sat down to converse 
together; but the King gn/ed upon the sisteis and mat veiled 
al then beauty and their loveliness, and said in his mind, 11 How 
comctli it that these maidens dwell by themselves immaled and 
they in such ea-ie?’ Ho quoth he to them, “ How is it ye lack 
husbands, you being so beautiful, and that ye have not a man 
in the house?” Quoth the youngest, "0 Davwaysh, hold thy 
tongue 1 not ask of us aught, foi our stoiy is wondious and our 
ndventuics marvellous. Put ’waio thy words and shot ten thy 
speech, venly hatlsi thou been the Sultan and thy companion the 
Wa/n, an you heaul our histoty. haply yo had taken compassion 
upon out case” Theieupon the King tinned to tlie Minister and 
•»uid, “Up with us and wend we 0111 ways, blit fust do thou 
make sure of the place and affix thy mailt upon the dooi.” Then 


1 Aiab. ’ ‘ Anisik lixdna-k." 
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the twain 10.se up and faied forth, but the Wazir stood awhile and 
set a sign upon the enhance and there left his imprint, after 
which the twain returned to the Palace. Piesently the youngest 
ms ter said to her motliei, “By Allah, I fear lest the Dantayshc? 
have made their maik upon our door to the end that they may 
recognise it by day, for haply the twain may be the King and 
his Minister” “What pioof hast thou of this?” asked the 
mother, and the daughter answered, “Their language and then- 
questioning, which were naught save importunity 1 ” And saying 
this she went to the dooi whole she found the sign and mark 
Now besides the two houses to the right and to the left were 
fifteen doois, so the girl mniked them all with the same mark set 
by the Wazir 1 But when Allah had caused the day to dawn 
the King said to the Minister, “Go thou and look at the sign 
and make sme of it” The Wazir went as lie was commanded 
by the Sultan, blithe found all the doois maiked tn the same way, 
whereat he niaivelled, and knew not nor could he distinguish the 
door he sought. Piesently he returned and reported the matter 
of the door-marks to the King, who cried, “ By Allah, these girls 
must have a curious history! But when the bude-feast is finished 
we will enquire into the case of the thiee men who are weak- 
witlmgs and then we will considei that of the damsels who are 
not” As soon as the lliiitieth feast-day passed by he invested 
with robes of honom all the Lords of his land and the high Offireis 
of his estate and matters ictuined to then customed couise. 
Then lie sent to summon the thiee men who had professed them¬ 
selves weak of wits and they were biouglit into the piesence, each 
saying to himself, “What can the King icquire of us?” When 
they came before him he bade them be seated and they sat; 
then he said to them, “ My lequirement is that ye relate to me 
pi oofs of the weakness of your minds and Lhe reason of your 
maims.” Now the fust who was questioned was he of the broken 
back, and when the enquiry was pul to him he said, “ Deign to 
favour me with an answei, O our lord the Sultan, on a mattei 
which passed through my mind.” He replied, " Speak out and 
feai not 1 ” So the other cnquiied, “How didst tliou know us, 
and who told thcc of us and of our weakly wits?” Quoth the 
King, “'Twas the Daiwaysh who went in to you on such a 
night”; and quoth the bioken-baclced man, “Allah slay all the 
Daiwayshcs who be tatlleis and lale-cairiers 1 " Thcieupon the 
Sultan turned to the Wn/11 and laughing, said, “We will not 


I This is Liu; familiar incident in “ All Babn " , see p. 221, ante. 
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leproach them for aught: rather let us make fun of them,” 
adding to the man, “Recite, O Shaykh,” So he fell to telling 


THE STORY OP TIIE BROKE-BACK SCHOOLMASTER} 

I nrii an life, O King of the Age, as a Schoolmastei and my case 

was wondrous-And Shahiazad peiceivcd the dawn of day and 

fell silent and ceased saying her permitted say. Then quoth her 
sistei Dunyazad, “How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sistei 
mine, and enjoyable and delectable'” Quoth she, “And wheie is 
this compared with that I would relate to you on the coming night 
an the Sovian suffci me to surwve?” Now when it was the next 
night and that was 

Cljc (15rcc I) 11 ulivet nnU j^itjljt, 

IHui)a/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou 
he other than sleepy, finish for us thy talc that we may cut short 

the watching of this our latter night 1 2 ” She lephed -With 

love and good will' It hath icached me, O auspicious King, the 
diiectoi, the iight-guiding, loid of the lede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fair-seeming and woithy eelehiating, that the Shaykh 

continued -1 began life, 0 my loid, as a sehoolmastci, and 

my tale with the boys was wondious. They numbeicd fioin sixty 
Lo seventy, and I taught them to read, and I inculcated due 
discipline and leady lcspeet, esteeming these a pait of liboial 
education, noi did I rcgaid, O King of the Age, the vicissitudes 
or lime and change , nay, I held them with so tight a lem that 
whenever the boys heard me snee/.o 3 they were expected to lay 
down their wnting-tablels and stand up with then aims mossed 
and e\< hum, “Allah have ruth upon thee, 0 oui loid!” wheieto 
1 would make reply, “AUah deign paidun us and you'" And 
if any of the lads failed oi delayed to join in this pmyei I was 


1 MS. in. 210-214 Scull's, “Stuiy of tlic broken-backed Schoolninstci,” vj. 
l'l 1 7--7 5. a »d Gaultier, “ Jh\toi,c tiu Matt it dWok c'mm/t'T w 217. The 
Au\l»ic is “ Muaddib <il Atf.il ” = unu who cc.idu.4h children I ha\e hdoie noted 
ilut amongst Moslems the Schoolm.islu is ahv.i>s .1 foul. So m Kuionu of th,. 
iOiti cenlmy, piobably mi less lhan onc-lhtul of the cuirent jests turned upon die 
Konusli clei}*y and its phenomena] ignoiance compaied with ilut r,f the pagan 
nugm The Stoiy ol the Fust Sehucilm.istu is one of the must himioimu.ui 
this MS 

2 hoi the usual ct lemony when .1 Moslem snet/es, sec vol. vii night dcccdvL 
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wont to bash him with a severe bashing, One day of the days 
they asked leave to visit the outskirts of the town for liberty and 
pleasuring, 1 and when I granted it they clubbed their pittances 
for a certain sum of money to buy them a noonday meal. So we 
went foith to the suburbs and thcie found verdure and water, and 
we enjoyed 0111 selves that day with peifect enjoyment until mid¬ 
afternoon, when we purposed to return homewards. Accoidingly, 
the boys collected their belongings and laded them upon an ass, 
and lie walked about half-way, when behold, the whole party, 
big and little, stood still and said to me, “O our lord, we me 
uthn.st and burning with diowthiness, nor can we stir from this 
spot, and if we leave it without drinking we shall all die.” Now 
tlieic was in that place a draw-well, but it was deep, and we had 
nor pitcher nor bucket noi aught wherein to draw water, and the 
si holms still suffered from exceeding thirst, We had with us, 
howovei, cooking-gcai, such as chauldrons and platters, so I said 
to them, “O boys, whoso cairieth a cord 01 hath bound his 
belongings with one let him biing it lnthei ” They did my bidding, 
and I tied these ai tides together and spliced them as strongly 
as I could. Then said I to the lads, “Bind mo under the 

arm-pits.” Accordingly, they made me fast by passing the lope 

mound me, and I took with me a chauldion, whereupon they let 
me down bucket-wise into the well till I reached the water 
Then 1 loosed the bandage from under my arm-pits and lied 

it to the chauldion, which 1 filled brim-full and shook the rope 

foi a signal to the boys above. They lulled at the vessel till they 
pulled it up and began diinking and giving dunk; and on this wise 
they di ew a first chauldron and a second and a third and a fourth 
till they weie satisfied and could no moie, and cried out to me, " We 
have had enough, quite enough.” Theieupon I bound the bandage 
undei my aim-pits, as it was when I went down, and I shook it 
as a signal, and they haled me up till I had well-nigh leached the 
keibslonc of the well when a fit of sneezing seized me and I 

sneezed violently. At this all let go their hold and, cauying 

then arms ovei their bicasts, ciiecl aloud, “Allah have mth upon 
thee, O 0111 loid!” but I, as soon as they loosed hold, fell into 
the depths of the well and biake my back 1 shrieked foi excess 

of agony, and all the boys ran on all sides screaming for aid till 

they wcie heard by some wayfanng folk and these haled at me 
and drew me out They placed me upon the ass and boie me 


1 The “day in the country," lately become such a favourite with English 
schools, is an old Enslein custom. 
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home . then they brought a leach to medicine me, and at last 
I became even as thou seest me, O Sultan of the Age Such, then, 
is my story, showing the weakness of my wits, for had I not 
enjoined and enfoieed over-icspcct, the boys would not have let 
go then hold when X happened to sneeze nor would my back 
have been broken “Thou speakest sooth, O Shaykh,” said the 
Sultan, “and indeed thou hast made evident the weakness of thy 
wit” Then quoLh he to the man who was cloven of mouth, 
“And thou, the othei, whit was it split thy gape?” “The 
weakness of my wit, 0 my hucl the Sultan,” quoth he, and fell to 
telling the 


STORY OF THE SPLIT-MOUTHED SCHOOLMASTER} 


I at, so began life, O King of the Age, as a schoolmaster, and had 
undci my chaige some eighty bo>s. Now I was stiict with such 
strictness that fiotn morning to evening I sat amongst them and 
would never dismiss them to their homes beloie sundown. Hut 
'Us known to thee, O our loid the King, that boys’ wits be shoil 
aftoi the tneasute of their age, and that they love naught save play 
and forgatheung in the sheets and quaitei. Withal, I took no 
heed of this and evei gtew h.udei upon them till one day all met 
and with the mteivuvtion of the eldest Monitor they agreed and 
combined to play me a tuck. He arranged with them that next 
morning none should eivlei the school until he had taught them, 
each and cveiy, to say as they went in, “Thy Safety, O oui lot cl, 

how yellow is thy face!” Now the fust who showed himself was 

the Monitoi, and he spoke as had been agiecdj but I was rough 
with him and sent him away ; then a second came in and repeated 
what the fust had said, then a thud and then a fouith, until ten 

boys had used the same vvuuis So quoth I to myself, “Ho, Such- 

nn-one ! thou must be unwell without wonting it” Then I aioac 
and went into the Haiem and lay down tlieiem, when the Monitoi, 
having eollieted from his school-fellows some hunched and eighty 
Nusls, 1 2 came in to me and cued, “Take this, O om loid, and 
expend the money upon tby health.” Thereupon I said to myself, 


1 MS. iii 214-219. Stoll’s “Sloiy of the wry-iuouLhud School master,” 
vi, [ip 74-75 • O.uittiei’s Wilepe du Second kstiopitj M. p 220. 

2 In lhc«e days ihc whole would be nhout lod. 
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“Ho, Suc’h-an-ont: 1 evei) Thursday 1 thou dost not collect sixty 
Faddahs from the boys”; and I cued to him, “Go let them forth 
for a holiday”: So he went and dismissed them from .school to 
the playground On the next day he collected as much as on Ihe 
fust, and came in to me, and said, “Expend these moneys, O our 
loul, upon thy health " He did the same on the thud day and 
the fointh, making the boys contnbute much com, and picsentmg 
it to me, and on such wise lie continued till the tenth day, when 
he biought the money as was his wont. At that lime I happened 
to hold in my hand a boiled egg, which I pm posed eating; but on 
sighting him T said 111 myself, “An he see thee feeding he will 

cut off the supplies " So I crammed the egg into my chops.- 

And Shalua/ad was suipiised by the dawn of day and fell silent 
and ceased to say hei permitted say. Then quoth her sister 
Dunyazad, “ How sweet is thy story, O sister mine, and how 
enjoyable and delectable!Quoth she, “And where is this com- 


1 I’ay-cUij foe the hoys In Egypt. The Moslem school has often been described, 
1 ,ul it always alluicls the cuuosity of sti angeis. The Moorish 01 Maroctnn variety 
is a simple affair; “ 110 forms, no deski, few bonks A number of I maids about 
the size of foolscap, whitewashed on eithui side, whcicon the lessons—fiom the 
alphabet to sentences uT the Koran—.ne plainly wiinen in largo black 'letters ; rv 
pen find ink, a book and a switch or two, complete the paraphernali 1. The 
itommiu, squalling on the pound, lailoi-fashion, like his pupils, who may number 
from ten to thirty, icpeats the lesson in .1 sonorous, sing-song voice, and is imiUUed 
by the iiiduns, who aCcoiii|Miijr thou voices by a rocking to and An winch some- 
times enables them to keep time. A shnip application of the cane is wonderfully 
effectual in recalling wandcung attention ; and la ?y boys arc speedily expelled. On 
the admission of n pupil, the pm outs pay some small sum, varying according to 
then means, and every Wednesday, which is a half-holiday, a payment is made 
iiom 'id. to ad New moons and feasts are made occasions for larger pa) incuts, 
and are also holidays, winch last ten days duung the two gre.uei fi.sm.ils 
Thmsdnys aie whole holidays, nod no work is done on tndav mornings, that day 
being Hie Mohammedan ‘Sahhaih,’ or at least * meeting-day,’ as it is called 
When the pupils have ninsLcioil the (list slioil chapter of the Koran, it is customary 
foi them to be paiadcd round the town on horseback, with cat-splitting music, anil 
sometimes chftuUbly disposed persons make small presents to the youngster by 
way of entouiageinenl. Aftei the fiisl, the last is learned, then the last but 011c, 
and soon luck wards, as, with the exception of the fust, the longest chapters are 
at the liegiiniing. Though leading and a little witting me taught at the same tunc, 
oil the siltol.itx do not airiveat tile pitch of peifcclicm necessary to indite a pn hie 
IcLtei, so but consequently tltvic is plenty of employment for the numerous scnlics 
01 I'Mibi who make a piofessioli of willing TIiCsC may fiequuilly he seen in 
small looms opening on to the street, usually very respectably dressed in a white 
(lowing Italic and large Unhand, and m most cases of venciable appliance, Lheu 
noses being adorned with huge goggles. Hefore them are their applianccs-pens 
marie ofieeds, ink, uipei. and sand 111 lieu of blotting paper. They usually possess 
nlso a knife and scissors, with a case to hold them all In wilting, they place the 
papci 011 the knee, or upon a pad of paper in Hie left hand. The mam merit of 
the village school in Eastern lands is its noise, which teaches the boy to con 
centrale (ns attention As D.. Wilson of U-.mlay said, the young idea is taught 
to shout as well as to shoot, and this viUioce piocess is a fai belter mnemonic 
than silent leading. Moreovei it is line practice in the art of concentrating 
alloiUioii. 
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pared with that I would 1 elate to you on the coming night an the 
Sovian suffer me to survive?” Now when it was the next night 
and that was 


C&e QCfyrce fyunUrclr nnH JltJjQljt, 

Dunynyad said to her, “Allah, upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut shoit 

the watching of tins our latter night” She leplied»-With 

love and good will' It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
duectoi, the right-guiding, lord of the ledc which is benefiting and 
of deeds fan-seeming and woithy cclchiatmg, that the Schoolmaster 
said to himself, “If the Monitor sec thee eating the egg nowin thy 
hand he will cut off the supplies and assert thee to be sound." So 
(continued he) I ciammed the egg into my chops and clapped my 
jaws together. Hcieupon the lad turned to me and cried, “ O my 
loid, thy cheek is much swollen”, and I, “ Tis only an impos- 
thurne” But he diew a whittle 1 2 foilh his sleeve and coming up to 
me seized my cheek and slit it, when the egg fell out and he said, 
“O my lord, this it was did the harm and now ’tis passed away 
from thee ” Such was the cause of the splitting of my mouth, 0 our 
lord the Sultan. Now had I cast away giecd of gain and eaten 
the egg in the Momtoi’s piesence, what could have been the ill 
result? But all this was of the weakness of my wit, for also had 
I dismissed the boys every day about mid-afternoon I should 
have gained naught nor lost aught theieby. Howovei, the Dealei 
of Destiny is self-existent, and this is my case Then the Sultan 
turned to the Wa/.ii and laughed, and said, “The fact is that whoso 
schooleth boys is weak of wit”; and said the other, “0 King of 
the Age, all pedagogues lack perceptives and icllerlives; 1101 can 
they become legal witnesses bcfoic the ICnzi, because veuly they 
ciedit the woids of little cluldien without evidence of the speech 
being or factual 01 false. So then tewaicl 111 the woild to come 
must be abounding * Then the Sultan asked the limping man, 
saying, “And thou, the other, what lamed thee?” So he began to 
tell 


1 Aral). " Milcsliat,” wliosis I' would be " Kaslit ” = skmumj» (a r.uncl) 

2 Evidently said inwhc, as oT innocents. In “The Foily Vcviis” we lend, 
“ At length they peiceived that all this tumult .11 use fiom their Unsung on thiswise 
the winds of clukiiui.” (Lady’s XXth Tale ) 
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TILE STORY OF THE LIMPING SCHOOLMASTER 1 

My tale, O my lord the Sultan, is nnu vellous, and ’twas as follows 
My latliei was by profession a sc bool master and, when he fared to 
the ruth of Almighty Allah, I took his place in the school and 
taught the boys to lead after the fashion of my sire, Now over 
the schoolroom was an upper lattice wheieto planks had been 
nailed and I was ever casting looks at it, till one chance day I said 
to myself, “ By Allah, this lattice thus boaided up needs must 
contain hoards oi moneys 01 manuscripts which my father stored 
there befoie his decease, and on such vise I am depnved of them ” 
So I aiose and biought a ladder and lashed it to another till the two 
together reached the lattice and I clomb them holding a carpenter’s 
ad/e 2 3 wheiewith I pii/ed up the planks until allrveie removed. And 
behold, I then saw a large fowl, to wit, a kite," silling upon her 
nestlings, But when she saw me she flow shaiply in my face' and 1 
was (tightened by her and thrown back, so I lunibled fiom the 
laddoi-lop to the giound and biake both knee-caps Then they boiu 
me home and brought a leach to heal me; but he did me no good 
and J fell into my piesent stale. Now this, 0 our lord the Sultan, 
pioveth the weakness of my wit and the gieatness of my giecd ; ioi 
them is a saw amongst men that saith, “Covehse aye waslelh and 
never gathcreth: so hvaie thee of covetise." Such, O Lord of the Age 
and the Time, is my tale Hereupon the King bade gifts and 
largesse be distiibuted to the three old schoolmasters, and when his 
bidding was obeyed they went their ways. Then the Sultan turned 
to the Minister and said, “0 Wazir, now icspecling the matter of 
the thiee maidens and their mother, I would have thee make 
enquiiy and flncl out then home and bring them hither. or let us go 
to them in disguise and heal then history, for indeed it must he 
wondeilul. Olhmvisc how could they have undo stood that we 
served them that sleight by mat king their door, and they on then 
pait set maiks of like kind upon all the doors of the quarter that we 
might lose the track and touch of them By Allah, this be raie 
intelligence on the part of these damsels: but we, O W,uir, will 
stuve to come upon then liaces.” Then the Minister fared foilh, 

1 MS. ni. 219-220. For some unaccountable reason it is omitted by Scott 
(vi 76), who lias written English words in the margin of the W. M Codex. 

2 In text M K.tdiiin ’’ for “ Kucluin,” a Syiian foim 

3 Arab. '* Iliilyah,*' which m Egypt means a falcon ; see vol. n night cxh\, 
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after changing his clicss and demeanour, and walked Lo the quarter 
in question, (ml found all the doors similaily maikcd Ho he was 
sore peiplexed concerning his <use and fell to questioning nil the 
folk wont to pass by these dooi.s, but none could give him any 
infoimation , and he walked about soie chsliaught until eventide, 
when he returned to the Sultan without aught of profit. As he 
went m to the picsenre, his liege 1 01 d asked him, sajmg, “What 
Inmgesl thou of tidings ? ” and he answeicd, “O King, I have not 
round the property, 1 but tlieie passed thiough my mind a shalagcm 
which, an we carry it out, peradventure shall cause us to happen 
upon the maidens ” Quoth the Sultan, “ What be that ? ” and quoth 
lie, “I)o thou wnte me an autograph-wtiL and give it to the Cuei 
that he may cty about the city Whoso lightuth wick aftei suppei- 
tide shall have lus head set undei his heels ” The Sultan lejoined, 
“This thy icde is light” Aocoidingly, on the next day the King 
wrote his leUei and gave it to the Criei, bidding him faie tluough 
tlie city and foibid the lighting of lamps after night-piayei.s; and 
the man look the loyal lescnpt and set it m a gicen hag Then 
he went foith and cued about the sheets raying, “ Airoiding lo the 
commandment of 0111 King, the Loid or piospeuty and Master 
of the necks of God’s seivanls, if any light wick aftei night- 
juajers his head shall be set undei his heels, his goods shall lie 
spoiled, and his women shall be cast into jail '* And the Cuei 
stinted not ciying through the town eluting the fust day and the 
second and the Llnrd, until he had gone lound the whole place , 
not was theie a citizen but who knew the oithnance. Now the 
King wailed patiently till aftei the proclamation of the thud day , 
hut on the fontth night ho and Ins Muustei went down from the 
palace in disguise after suppei-tide to piy about the watds and 
espy into the lattices of the seveial quartets They found no light 
till they came to the waid where the three damsels lived, anil the 
Sultan, happening to glance in such a direction, saw the gleam of 
a lamp in one of the tenements So he said to the Wa/.ii, “ Ho ! 
there is a wick alight.” Picsently they chew neai it and found that 
it was within one of the maikcd houses ; whetefote they came to a 

stand and knocked at the dooi,-And Shahm/ad pciccivod the 

dawn of day and fell silent and ceased saying hci permitted say 
Then quoth hei sistet Dunya/ad, “Flow sweet and tasteful is thy 
tale, 0 sistei mine, and enjoyable and delectable 1 ” Quoth sin-, 
“And whete is this compaiecl with that I would iclalc to you on the 
coming night an the Sovian sufl'ei me to suivive?” Now when it 
was the next night and that was 

l “ HitciU,”—lit. a quality. 
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Dunya/ad said to tier, “Allah upon thee, 0 my sister, an thou 
be olliei than sleepy, finish fot us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this our latlci night' ” She replied -With 

love ami good will' It hath leached me, 0 auspicious King, 
the divectoi, the right-guiding, loid of the ledc which is benefiting 
and of deeds fair-scorning and worthy celebrating, that when the 
Sultan and the W.v/11 stood ovei against the door behind which was 
the light and knocked at it, the youngest of the sisters cried out, 
“Who is at the dooi ?” and they replied, “Guests and Dai way she s.” 
She lejomed, "What can you want at this horn and what can have 
belated you?” And they, “We be men living in a Khan j but we 
have lost our way thither and we fear to happen upon the Chief 
of Police. So of your bountiful kindness open ye to us, and house 
us for the remnant of the night ; and such chanty shall gam 
you icwaid 111 Heaven.” Heieto the mother added, "Go open 
Lo them the dooi 1 ” and the youngest of the maidens came forwaid 
and opened lo them and admitted them. Then the parent and 
hei chiltlien lose up and welcomed them respectfully and seated 
them and did them honour and set befoie them somewhat of food, 
which they ate and were gladdened. Presently the King said, “ O 
damsels, ye cannot but know that the Sultan proclaimed forbuldnl of 
wick-buming; but ye have lighted youi lamps and have not obeyed 
him when all the citizens have .accepted lus commandment." Upon 
this the youngest sister accosted him, saying, “0 Danvaysh, verily 
the Sultan’s older should not be obeyed save in commandments 
which be reasonable; but this lus pioclamation forbidding lights is 
sinful to accept ; and indeed the right diiection 1 wherein man should 
walk is according to Holy Law, which sailli, ‘No obedience lo the 
(leatuio in a matter of sin against the Creator,’ The Sultan 
(Allah make him pievail') heiein acteth against the Law and 
miilalelh the doings or Satan F01 we be three sisteis with our 
mothei, making foui in the Household, and evciy night we sit 
together by lamp-light and weave a half-pound weight of linen 
web 3 which our molhei Inkcth in the morning for sale to the 
Ba/ai and buyetb us therewith half a pound of law flax and 
with the lemamdei whaL sufiiceth us of victual,” The Sultan 

t Ai.ib “ lsliLUi" = specific dialect, idiom. See Pe S.iC), ChrcUumathie, 

* 443, wlicic llie learned Fieiiclinun show's abundant learning, but does very little 
foi the leamei. 

2 In (lie te\t " KsUtan ” = linen, flax 
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now turned to his Minister and said, “ O Wazir, this damsel 
astonislrcth me by het questions and answers. What case of 
casuistry can we propose to hei and what disputation can we set 
up? Do thou contrive us somewhat shall pose and perplex her.’' 
“ O my lord,” replied the Wazir, “we are heie in the guise of Dat- 
wayshes and are become to these folks as guests * how, then, can 
ive disturb them with troublesome queries in then* own home?” 
Quoth the Sultan, “Needs must thou address them”; so the 
Wazir said to the girl, “0 noble one, obedience to the royal 
orders is incumbent upon you as upon all lieges” Sard she, 
“True, he is our Sovian ; but how can he know whether wc be 
starving or full-fed?” “Let us see,” rejoined the Wa/n, “when 
be shall send for you and set you before the presence and question 
you concerning your disobeying his otdeis, what thou wilt say?” 

She letoited, “I would say to the Sultan-Thou hast con- 

trailed Holy Law.” At this the Minister resumed, “An he ask 
thee sundiy questions, wilt thou answci them?” and she replied, 
“Indeed I will." Hereat the Minister turned to the King and 
said, “ I et us leave off question and answer with tins maiden on 
point* of conscience and Holy Law, and ask if she understand 
the tine aits.” Presently the Sultan put the question, when she 
replied, “How should I not understand them when I am their 
»ntlrer and their mothei?" Quoth he, “Allah upon thee, O my 
lady, an thou wouldst favour us, let us hear one of thine airs 
and r a words." So she rose and retired, but presently leUnning 
with a lute sat down and set it upon her lap, and ordered the 
strings and smote it with a masterly touch: then she fell to singing, 
amongst othei verses these oidcrcd couplers:— 

Do thou good to men and so rule their nukst » Long reigns who by 
benefit mles mankind : 

And lend aid to him who for aulanc? hopes « For aye gratelul is man 
with a noble mind 

Who hiin ( fc money the many to bun will incline * And money lor 
tempting o r man was designed • 

Who hmderoth favour and bounties, ne’ci * Or biother oi fiiend in 
cication shall and . 

With brush looks frown not in the Sage’s fare; * Disgust eth the 
freeman denial unkind • 

Who fuquentoth mankind all of good unknow'lli * Man is lief of 
lebc’llion, of laigcsse loath. 

When the Sultan lieaid these couplets, his mind was distraught 
and he was peiple.xt in thought; then turning to his Wa/it, he 
said, “By Allah, these lines were -smely an examination of and 
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an allusion to 0111 two selves, and doubtless .she weetelh of us 
that I am the Sultan and thou art the Wazir, foi the whole tenor 
of her talk pioveth hei knowledge of us” Then he turned to the 
maiden and said, “ Right good aie thy verse and thy voice, and 
thy woids have delighted us with exceeding delight ” Upon this 
she sang the following two couplets :— 

Men seek for them sot row, ancl toil . Thro’ long years as they brightly 
flow; 

I 3 ut Fate, in the well like the tank 1 * Firin-fixt, rulclh all below. 

Now’ as soon as the Sultan heatd these last two couplets he 
made ceitain that the damsel was aware of his quality She did 
not leave off hei lute-playmg till neai daylight, when she rose and 
ietued, and piesenily brought in a bieakfast befitting her degree 
(foi indeed she was pleased with them); and when she had 
seived it up they ate a small matter which sufficed them. After 
this she said, “ Inshallah, you will letum to us this night before 
suppei-ticle ancl become out guests”; and the twain went their 
ways mat veiling at the beauty of the sister.s and then loveliness, 
ancl Iheii feailessness in the matter of the proclamation, and 
the Sultan said to the Wa/.n, “ liy Allah, my soul inclincth unto 
that maiden” And they stinted not walking until they had 
entered the palace. Hut when that day had gone by and evening 
drew nigh the Monarch made leady to go, he and the Minister, 

to the dwelling of the damsels,-And Shahra/ad was surprised hy 

the dawn of day ancl fell silent and ceased to say her put mi tied say, 
Then quoth her sister r)uny(i/.ul, “ How sweet is thy story, 0 sister 
mine, and how enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, “And where 
is this compared with that I would relate to you on the coming night 
an the Sovian suffer me to suiuve > ” Now when it was the next 
night and that was 

Cljc dTbtcc Ijjiuibtflj anH Jftiff&t, 

JJunyasad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this our latter night • ” She replied .-With love 

and good will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
chicctoi, Lhc nght-guidmg, lord of the lede which is benefiting 
and of deeds Ian-seeming and woithy celebrating, that the-King and 
llie Councillor made ready to go to the dwelling of the damsels, 
taking with them somewhat of gold pieces, the time being half an 
bcnn after set of sun; and piescntly they repaired lo the house of 

1 Arab “ Fi JIfan Lr’l-JawAbi I” which, I suppose, means small things (or 
men) and gieat. 
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the sisteis whithei they had been invited on the past night. So 
they tapped at the doot, when the youngest maiden came to it and 
opened and let them in: then she sal ant’d to them and greeted 
them and entreated them with met eased respect, saying, “Welcome 
lo our lords the Danvayshes." But she eyed them with the eye of 
the physiognomist, 1 and said m hetsell, “Verily these two men aic 
on no wise what they seem, and unless my caution and intelligence 
and power of knowledge have passed away fiom me, this must be 
the Sultan and that his W'.izii, foi giandeur and majesty ate 
evident on them.” Then she .seated them and accosted them even 
more pleasantly and sei befoie them supper, and when they had 
eaten enough she hi ought basins and ewers for handwashing and 
served up coffee, causing them to enjoy themselves and to give and 
take m talk till then pleasure was perfect. At the time of night- 
on sons they arose, and after performing the Wn/.u-ablution, prayed, 
and when their devotions weie ended the Sultan henl in hand his 
pmse, and gave it to the youngest sistei, saying, “Expend ye this 
upon your livelihood.” She took the bag, which held two thousand 
dinars, and kissed his light hand, feeling yet the more convinced 
that he must be the Sultan. So she proved her lespect by the 
fewness of her words as she stood between his hands to do him 
service. Also she privily winked at her sisteis and mothei, and said 
to them by signs, “Veiily this be the Monarch and that his Minister.” 
The others then aiose and followed suit as the sistei had done, 


i This form of cleverness is a favourite topic m Arabian folk lore. The model 
man was Iyas al-Mn/aiu, al-Ka/i (of liassoiah), in the 3nd cenluiy A. 11 ., mentioned 
by Al-lhiriri in his 71I1 Ass and noted in Ai.ib Piov {1. 505) as 11 moreintelligent 
than has.” Ibn Klmllikan (i 233) tells sundiy curious tales of him Iicnimg a 
Jew udicule the Moslem Pnindise where the blessed ale and drank ad libitum but 
passed nothing away, he asked if all Ins food weie voided (lie Jew replied that 
God converted a part of it into nourishment, and he rejoined, “ Then why not the 
whole?” Iiemg once in a lourlyaid lie said chat ihcic was <111 animat undei the 
bricks and a seipuil vvas found : he had noted that only two of the liles showed 
signs of dampness, and this proved that llieic vvas something undernealli that 
biealhed. Al-Maydam relates ofliim that healing a dog bark, he detlaicd that die 
beast was lied to the brink or a well , ami he judged so because the bark vvas 
followed by an echo. Two men came bcloic him, die complainant claiming money 
received by the defendant, who denied the debt. Iyas asked the plaint ill vvhcic he 
had given it, and was answered, “ Under n ceitam Uee.” The judge told him to 
go there by way of lefreslung his memory, and in Ins absence asked the defendant 
1 f his adversary could have reached it “ Not yet," said the loguo, foi gelling him¬ 
self ‘Us a long way olT"— which answer convicted him, Seeing three women 
acL upon a sudden alarm, lie said, *• Om* of them is pregnant, aimiher is nursing, 
and the Llurd is a vngm " lie explained his diagnosis as follows . " In lime of 
dangci pusoiis lay their hands on what they most pu/e. Now I saw the piegiunp 
woman 111 her (light place hei hand on liei belly, which showed that she was with 
child , the muse plated her hand on her bosom, whereby I knew Unit she was 
suckling ■, aiul the third covered her parts with hei hand, piavmg to me that she vvas 
.v maul." (Ghenery’s Al-ll.m11, p. 334.) 
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when .the Sultan turned to the Wa/dr, and said, “The case ia changed. 
Assuiedly they have comprehended it and ascertained it”, presently 
adding to the girl, “0 damsel, we be only Danvnysli folk, and jet 
you all stand up in 0111 seivice as if we vote sovtans. I beseech 
you, do not on this wise.” But the youngest sister again came 
forwaids and kissed gLound before him, and blessed hun and 
lecited this couplet;— 

Fail fate befall thee to thy foe’s- despite: * White be thy days and Ins 
be black as night. 1 2 

“ By Allah, O King of the Age, thou art the Sultan and that is the 
Minister.” The Sovran asked, “ What cause hast thou for supposing 
this?” and she answered, “From your grand demeanour and youi 
majestic mem; foi such be the qualities of Kings which cannot 
be concealed," Quoth the Monarch, “Thou hast spoken sooth ; 
but, tell me, how happeneth it that you wonc here without men 
proiectois?” and quoth she, “0 my loid the King, our history is 
wondious, and wcie it giaven with giavei-needles upon the eyc- 
coineis it were a warning to whoso would be warned ’’ He rejoined, 
11 What is ii ? ” and she began the 


STORY Of' THE THREE SISTERS AND THEIR 
MOTHER* 

I and my sistei*» and my mother aie not natives of this city but uf 
a capital in the land Al-Iidk, wheie my father was Sovran, having 
tioops and guards, Warns and Eunuch-chamberlains; and my 
mothei was the fairest woman of her time insomuch that her 
beauty i\as a [novelh tlnoughout each and eveiy legion. Now it 
chanced that when I and my sisters were but infants, oui father 
Mould set out to hunt and course and slay beasts of raven and 
take bis pleasuie in the gardens without the city. So he sent foi 
his Wn/ir and appointed and constituted him Viceregent m his 
stead with full authoiily to command and be giacious to Ins lieges : 
then he got him leady and marched forth, and the Viceroy enleied 
upon Ins office. But it happened that it was the hot season, and 
my mothei betook herself to the terracc-ioof of the palace in 
01 dei to smell the air and sniff up the biee/e. At that very houi, 

1 Such tin address would be suited only to a king or a rulci. 

2 MS iii. 231-320; Scott’s “Sloiy of the Sisters and the Sultana ihcir 
mollici,” vi. fte , Griiillia’s Ilntouc de la hn/thane ct de >es Ieoh h'l/ter, vi. 22S. 
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by the dcciee of the Deereer, the Wnzir was sitting m the Kiosk 
or loofed balcony hanging to his upper mansion, and holding in 
hand a minor, and as he looked ihciein he saw the reflection of 
ni)’ mother, a glance of eyes which bequeathed him a thousand 
sighs. He was lottluighl distracted by her beauty and loveliness 
and fell sick and took to Ins pillow. Piescnlly a confidential 
muse came in and feeling htb pulse, which showed no malady, said 
to him, “No haim for thee 1 thou shalt soon be well not ever suflei 
from aught of sorrow.’’ Quoth he, “ O my nurse, canst thou keep 
a secret?” and quoth she, "I can” Then he told her all the love 
lie had conceived for my molhei, and she replied, “This bo a light 
a film noi hath it aught of hindrance ■ I will manage for thee such 
matter and I Will soon unite thee with hci.” Theieupon he packed 
up foi her some of the most sumptuous dresses in his tieasuiy and 
said, “ Hie thee to her and say —The lVazir hath sent these to 
thee by way of love-token, and bis dcsiio is cither that thou come 
to hint and conveise, he and thou, loi a couple of houis, 1 01 that 
he be allowed to visit thee" And the nuise replied with M Ileaiken- 
mg and obedience,” and faiotl forth and found my molhei (and 
\\<i little ones were befoie hci) all unknowing aught of that 
business. So the old woman .saluted het and brought fonvnid the 
dicsses, and my mothc'i aiose and opening the bundle beheld 
sumptuous laiment and, amongst othei valuables, a necklace of 
piecious stones. So she said to the nuise, “This is indeed orna¬ 
mental goal, especially the col lai "; and said the muse, “O my lady, 
these aie from thy slave the Wa/.ii by way of love-token, foi he 
doLcth on thee with extreme desire nnd liis only wish is to foi- 
galhci with thee and converse, he and thou, fm a couple of houis, 
either in his own place or in thine whither he will come.” Now 
when my mother heaul these woids fioni the nurse she arose and 
diow a scymitar which lay haul by, and of hei angiy hastiness 
made the old woman’s head fall fiom hei body and bade her slave 
guls pick up the pieces and cast them into the common puvy of 
the palace. So they did her bidding and wiped away the blood. 
Now the Wa/.ii abode expecting his nurse to letuin to him but she 
ichimed not, so next day lie despatched anothei handmaid who 
went to my mothci and said to her, “O my lady, oui Ioul the 
Wazir sent thee a present of diess by lus muse, but she halli 
not come back to him ’’ Heieupon my mother bade hei Eunuchs 
take the slave and strangle hei, then cast the coipse into the 


i Arab, “ Dautjiitani ‘' — lit two astionoiiikal degrees: the woid is often used 
in this MS 
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same house of easement whet e they had thrown the nurse They 
did her bidding, but she said m her mind, “Haply the Wa/jr will 
return fiom the load of unright”: and she kept his conduct a 
.secret He, howevci, fell evciy day to sending slave-girls with the 
same message and my mother to slaying each and every, noi d. igned 
show him any signs of yielding. But she, O our loid the Sultan, 
still kept hei seeiet and did not acquaint our father theicwith, always 
saying to heiself, “Haply the Wa/ii will return to the load of right" 
And behold my father presently came back from hunting and 
sporting and pleasming, when the Loids of the land met him and 
salam’d to him, and amongst them appealed the Minister whose case 
was changed Now some years after this, O King of the Age, our 

sire msolved upon apilgumage to the Holy House of Meccali- 

And vShahvazad perceived the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased 
saying hei put nutted say. Then quoth hei sister Dunya/ad, “ How 
sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sister mine, and enjoyable and 
delectable !” Quoth she, “ And wheic is this compared with that I 
would tclate to you on the coming night an the Sovran suffer me to 
smvive?" Now when it was the next night and that was 

•ftljc oTIjitc buntreH anil Sutibdclirntfj JQiffljt, 

Dunyazad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou be 
othei than sleep)', finish for us thy tale that we may cut short tile 

watching of this our latter night" She replied •-With love and 

good will I IL hath reached me, O auspicious King, the director, the 
light-guiding, loid of the rede which is benefiting and of deeds fail- 
seeming and woithy cclebiatmg, that the youngest sister continued to 

the Sultan ■-So oui siie, 0 King of the Age, resolved upon a Pil- 

giimage to the Holy House of Meccali and slablished the same Waz’u 
Vicetegent in his stead to cleat commandment and bieak off and cairy 
out So l\e said m his heart, “ Now have I won my will of the Sultan’s 
I lanm.” So the King gat him ieacjy and faied forth to Allah’s Holy 
House after committing us to the chaige of Ins Minister. But when 
he had been gone ten days, and the Wa/.ir knew that he must be fur 
fiom the city wheie he had left behind him me and my sisters and 
my mother, behold, an Eunuch of the Minister’s came in to us and 
kissed ground befoie the Queen and said to her, “Allah upon thee, 
O my lady, pity my loid the Wazir, for his heart is melted by 
thy love and his wits wander and his right mind , and he is now 
become as one annihilated. So do thou have luth upon him and 
revive his heart and restore his health.” Now when my mother 
heaid these words, she bade hei Eunuchs seize that Castiato and 
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carry him from the room to the middle of the Dnvan-court and 
there slay him; but she did so without divulging her reasons. 
They obeyed her bidding, and when the Loids of the land and 
others saw the body of a man slain by the eunuchiy of the palace, 
they informed the Wa/ii, saying, “ What hateful business is this 
which hath befallen afcei the Sultan’s depuiluie?” He asked, 
“What is to do ? ” and they told him that his Caslialo had been 
slam by a paity of the palace eunuchiy Theieupon he said to 
them, “ In your hand abideth testimony of this whenas the Sultan 
shall return and ye shall beni witness to it.” T 3 ut, O King, the 
Wa/.ii's passion for our mother waxed cool after the deaths of the 
n ui se and the slave-gnls and the eunuch; and .she also held hoi peace 
and spake not a wotd there ancnl. On this wise lime passed 
and lie sat m the stead of my sire till the Sultan’s letinn drew near 
when the Mniistci dreaded lest our fathei, teaming his ill deeds, 
should do him die. So he; devised a device and wiote a letlei to 
the King, saying.——“Aflei saturation, be it known to llicc that 
thy Haum hath sent to me, not only once but five seven a 1 inne.s 
dining thine absence, soliciting of me u foul action, to which I 
lefused consent and lephed, By Allah, howevei mmh she may 
wish to bctiay my Sovtan, I by the Almighty will not turn trnitoi ; 
for that I was left by thee guaidian of the lealm aftei thy 
departure.” He added words upon words, then he sealed (ho 
scroll and gave it to a 1 tinning courici with oideis to liuny along 
the load. The messengei look it and fared with it to the Sultan’s 
camp when distant eight days’ journey fiom the capital, and, 
finding him sealed in his pavilion, 1 dehveicd the wilt. He took 
it and opened it and lead it, and when lie understood its seciet 
significance his face changed, his eyes turned bafkwaids, and lie 
bade his tents be slniek for depaituie. So they fated by 
forced marches till between him and his capital lem.miod only 
two station^. He then summoned two Chambeilains with oideis 
to forego hurt to the city and take my molltct and us three guls 
a day’s distance fiom it and theie put ns to death. Accordingly, 
they led us four to the open counLry purposing to kill us, and my 
mothci knew not what intent was in theii minds until they reached 
the appointed spot. Now the Queen had in times past heaped 
alms-deeds and largesse upon the two Chumbcdains, so they held 
the case to be a grievous and said each to othei, “By Allah, Me 
cannot slaughter them, no, never'” Then they told my mothci 
of the letter which the Wadi had wiillcn to our father saying such 


I Arab “ Siwan " , plui. “ Slwjiwfn.*' 
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find such, upon winch she exclaimed, “ He hath lied, by Allah, the 
aich-tiaitor, and naught happened save so-and-so.” Then she 
1 elated to them all she had done with the cxactesl tiuth. The 
men said, “ Sooth thou hast spoken then arising without stay or 
delay they snaied a gazelle and slaughtered it and filled with its 
blood foui flasks , aftei which they broiled some of the flesh over 
the embers and gate it to my mother that ve might satisfy 0111 
hunger. Presently they faiewelled us, saying, “We give you in 
chaige of Him who never disappointed those committed to His 
cat e ”, and, lastly, they went their ways leaving us alone in the 
wild and the wold, ho we fell to eating the desert glasses and 
drinking of the lemuants of the rain, and we walked awhile and listed 
awhile without finding any city or inhabited region ; and we waxed 
tned, O King of the Age, when suddenly \vc came upon a spat on 
a hill-flank abounding in vari-colouied heibs and fan fountains. 
Hoie wc abode ten days, ancl behold, a caravan drew neai us and 
encamped haul by us, but they did not sight us for that wo hid 
ourselves hum then view until night fell. Then I went to them 
and asked of sundry eunuchs and ascertained that them was a city 
at the distance of two days’ march from us, so I ictmncd and 
infoimed my mother, who tejoiced at the good tidings, As soon 
as A was morn Vht ca\avan marched otf, so we fowr most aval 
walked all that day through at a lcisuiely pace, and a second day, 
and so forth, until, on the afternoon of the fifth, a city rose befoie 
our sight, fulfilling all 0111 desires 1 2 * and we exclaimed, “AlJtam- 
dolillah! laud be to the Loid Who hath empowered 11s to leach it." 
We ceased not faring till sunset when we enteied it and we found 
it a potent capital. Such was oui case and that of 0111 mother 8 ; 
but as icgmds our sire the Sultan, as he diew neai his home aftei 
the return journey from the I-Iajj, the Loids of the land and the 
Chiefs of the ciLy flocked out to meet him, and the town-folk 
followed one anothci like men tiding on pillions to salute him, and 
the poor and the mesqum congratulated him on his safety, and at 
last the Wazii made his appearance. The Sultan desired to be 

private with the Minister-And Shalliazad was suipuscd by the 

■dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to say her permitted say. 
Then quoth her sister Dunynzad, “ How sweet is thy story, O sistei 
uuuc, and how enjoyable and delectable 1 ” Quoth she, “And 
wlieie is this compared with that I would relate to you on the 


1 Arab. “ 1 AUl hmltiri (or Alfi hftdil) nl-Sliauk, repented in MS. in. 239, 

2 Here the writer, foi getting that the youngest sister is speaking, brinks oat 

jnlo the ihiul person—" then case ”—" their mother,” etc. 
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coming night an the Sovian sufiei me to siuvjvc?” Now when 
it was the next night and that was 

QTIjc (lCIji'ce ljimfirrt nnH §fi'ti> ciflljtf) Jfihfffjt, 

Dunyazad said to liei, “Allah upon thee, O my sislei, an thou be 
othci than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut shoit the 

watching of this om lattei night'” She leplied .-With love 

and good will * It hath leached me, O auspicious King, the 
dii'cctoi, the light-guiding, loid of the tetlc which is benefiting and 
of deeds fan-seeming and woilhy celebinting, that the King desiied 
to he piivatc with the Ministei, and when they weic left alone he 
said, “O Wa/ir, how was it between thee and that Hniini of 
mine i" Said the othci, “0 King of the Ago, she sent to me 
not only once but five several Limes, and I refrained tiom hoi, and 
whatsocvei eunuch she despatched I slow, saying, Haply she may 
cease so doing and abandon hoi evil intent. But she did not 
lepent, so I foiled for thine honoui and sent lo acquaint thee with 
the mnttei. M The Sultan bowed his head groundwaids for a while, 
then laising it, he bade summon the two Chambeilains whom he 
had sent to slay his wife and thice children On theii appealing, he 
asked them, “What have you done in fulfilling my commandment?” 
They answoicd, “We did that winch thou badest he done,” and 
showed him the fom flasks they had filled with the blood, and said, 
“This be their blood, a flask-full fiom each.” The Sultan Kent them 
in hand and mused om what had taken place between him and his 
wife of love and affection and union, so lie wept with bitter weeping, 
and fell down in a faintingfit. After an houi ot so he lecoveied, 
and, tinning to the Warn, said, “Tell me, bast thou spoken 
sooth*” ' And the other replied, “Yes, I have.” Then the Sultan 
addiessed the two Chambeilains, and asked them, “Have ye pul 
to death my dauglitcis with then mothci?” But they lemained 
silent, nor made aught of answci 01 addiess. So lit* 

exclaimed, “What is on youi minds that ye speak not?” 
They lejoincd, “By Allah, O King of Lhe Age, the honest 
man cannot tell an untiuth, foi that lying and leasing aie the 
chaiacteustics of hypocrites and tiaitois.” When the Wa/.ir heaid 
the Chamheilams’ speech his coloui yellowed, his fiame was clis- 
oidcied and a Ucnibling seized his limbs, and the King turned lo- 
him and noted lhaL these symptoms had been caused by the woids 
of the two officials. So he continued lo them, “What mean ye, 
O Chambeilains, by youi saying that lies and leasing aie the 
characleiistics of hypocntes and tiaitois? Can it be that ye have 
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not put them to death? Atul as ye clann to be true men either 
ye hate killed them and ye speak thus or jnu aie hats. Now by 
Him who hath set me upon the necks of His lieges, if ye cfeclaie 
not to me the Uuth I will do you both die by the foulest of deaths.’ 1 2 ' 
They lcjomed, “ By Allah, O King of the Age, tvhen.is thou bailcst 
us take them and slay them, we obeyed thy bidding, and they knew 
not nor could they divine what was to be until we arrived with 
them at the middlemost and blondes*, of thedeseit, anil when we 
informed them of what had been done by the Warn, thy H.unn 
exclaimed;—Them is no Majesty and there is no Might save in 
Allah, the Li Unions, the Great. Verily we are Allah's and unto 
Him arc we letuining But an ye kill us you will kill us wiotighilly 
and ye wot not wheiofor. 15 y the Loid, this Wa/n hath loully 
lied and hath accused us falsely before the Almighty So we said lo 
hot, O King of the Age:—lnfoim us of what really look place j and 
said the niothei of the Punccsses —Thus and thus it happened. 
Then she fell to tell mg us the whole tale from fust to last of the 
muse who was sent to her and the handmaids and the XCumich. p ’ 
Heieupon the Sultan ciied, ‘'And ye, have ye slain them or not?” 
and the Chainbetlams mphed, “ By Allah, 0 King of the Age, 
whenas the loyalty of thy Hatim was made manifest to us wc 
snaied a gazelle and cut Us thioat and filled these loin flasks with 
its blood, aftei which we broiled some of the flesh upon the 
embers and ofleied it to thy Haiiin and her childien saying to 
them •—We give thee in charge to Him Who never disappointed! 
those committed to His caie, .and we added, Youi truth shall 
save you. Lastly we left them in the midmost of the waste and 
we returned hither.” When the Sultan heard these words he turned 
to tlic Wa/ir and exclaimed, “Thou hast estranged from me my 
wife and my children ” ; but the Munster vittnvcd not word nor 
made any ad h ess and trembled in every limb like one afflicted with 
an ague. And when the King saw the truLh of the Chamberlains 
and the Ireacheiy of the Minister, he bade fuel be collected and set 
on fue, and they did his bidding. Then he commanded them to 
truss up the Wa/n, hand tied to foot, and bind him peitorce upon 
a catapult'- 1 and cast him into the middle of the fiery pyie, which 
made his bones melt befoie his flesh, lastly he oidered his palace 


1 The te\t (p. 243) speaks of two eunuchs, but only one has been noticed. 

2 Aiab. “ Manjanih ". there are two forms of this word from the Gr. 
Mrt-yyrij'Oi' or MyX m W» and > l smvives in om mangonel, a Inltenngengine. The 
idea in the |cU is hoi rowed from ihc life of Aljr.th.im, whom Nimrod 1 as t by means 
of a catapult (which is a bow worked by machinery) into a fire too hot for man lo 
jipproach. 
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to be pillaged* lus good to be spoiled, anti the women of Ins Haicm 
to be sold foi slaves. AfLei tins he said to the Chambeilains, 
“ You must know the spot whciein yon left the Queen and 
I’lincesses ”, and said they, “O King of the Age, we know it 
well; but whin we abandoned them and 1 chimed home they wete 
m the midst of the wolds and the wilds, nen can we say what befell 
them 01 wheUici they be now alive of dead.” On this wise fated 
it with them , but as legauls us Llneo maidens and out mother, when 

we enleu-d the city-And Shahia/ad petccned the dawn o( day 

and Tell silent and ceased saying het peiniiLted say. Then quoth 
her sistei Dunya/ad, “ flow sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sistei 
mine, and enjoyable and delectable * ” Quoth she, “And wheie is 
this compaied with that I would 1 elate to you on the coming night 
an the Sovnm sulfei me to siiiuvc?" Now when it was the next 
night and that was 


(Hjc GTfjrcr toimtucto nun S'lytyaitnflj JftiflR 

Dunya/ad said to hoi, “Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou 
he othei than sleepy, finish fov us thy tale that we nvay evil shoit 
the watching of this oui Inllei night*’ She lcplicd :—■‘With 
love mid good will 3 ft hath 1 cached me, 0 auspicious King, (he 
dnccloi, the right-giudmg, loul of the lode which is benefiting and 
of deeds fan-seeming and wot thy colebiating, that the youngest 
sistei continued hci tale:—So when we thiec maidens and our 
mother eidemtl the city about sunset I the youngest said to them, 
“AVe he tluoe I’nnresscs and a (Qiit-wn mother • so we cannot show 
ourselves 111 this out condition and needs must we lodge us in a 
Khan also ’lis my lode that we should do best by donning boys’ 
dress” All ngiecing hereto, we did accordingly and, entering a 
Camvansoiai, lined us a 1 clued ohambci in one of the wings. 
Now every day we thiec fared foith to scivicc and at eventide we 
foigalheiod and took what sufticed us of sustenance; but our 
semblance had changed with the Li avails of ttavcl and all who 
looked at us would say, These be lads In tins plight we passed 
Llie space of a yeai full-told, till, one day of the days, we thiec 
faiccl foith to our chares, as was 0111 wont, and behold, a young 
man mcl us upon the way and tinning to me asked, “O lad, wilt 
thou seive in my house?” Quoth I, “0 my uncle, 1 I must ask 
advice," and quoth he, “ O my lad, nave counsel ol thy molho 


1 Showing Hull ho was 0UI11 , othei wise she would Imvc tuhlicssed ]imi, “ O 
my ronMn." A «n:in is “ jounsr, 1 in Ai.il> speech, til) foily mu| s;iy fifty. 
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and conic and serve in om home" lie then looked at my sisters 
and enquiied, “Be these thy comrades, 0 lad 3 " and I implied 
“No, they aie my biothos’’ So we three went to onr mother m 
the Khan and said to hei, “This young man uislieth to lure the 
youngest of us for service”; and sard she, “No haim m that, 1 ’ 
Thereupon the youth aiose and taking me by tlie hand guided me 
lo his home and led me in to his mothei and his wife, and when 
the ancient dame saw me, hei heait was opened lo me. rtesently 
quoLli the young man to his parent, “I have biought the lad to 
setve in out house, and he hath two brotheis and his motlier 
dwelling with thorn.” Quoth she, “May it be fortunate to thee, 
O my son. 1 ” So I tamed there seiving them till sunset, and when 
the evening-meal was eaten, they gave me a dish of meat and three 
huge bannocks of clean bread These I took and earned to my 
mothei whom I found sitting with my sisters and I set before them 
the meat and biead j but when my parent saw this she wept with 
soie weeping and cried, “Time hath oveilooked us; eist we gave 
food to the folk and now the folk send us food” And cried I, 
“Marvel not at the works of the Cieator; for verily Allah hath 
oidcicd foi us this and foi othci-s that and the woild endureth not 
for any one”, and I ceased not soothing my mothci’s heart till it 
waxed clear of trouble and we ate and praised Almighty Allah 
Now eveiy day I went forth to serve at the young man’s house, and 
at eventide bore to my mother and sisteis their sufficiency of food 
for suppei,* breakfast, and dinner; and when the youth biought 
eatables of any kind for me I would distribute it to the family. 
And he looked well aftei our wants and at tunes lie would supply 
clothing for me and for the youths, my sisters, and for my parent; 
so that all hearts in our lodgings weie full of nllbetion for him. At 
last his motlier said, “ What need is theie foi the lad to go forth 
from us cvciy eventide and pass the night with his people? Let 
him lie in oui home and every day about afternoon time carry the 
evening meal to his mother and brothers and then return to us and 
keep me company ” I loplied, “ 0 my lady, let me consult my 
mothei, to whom I will faie forthright and acquaint her herewith ” 
But my parent objected, saying, “ O my daughter, we fear lest thou 
be discoveied and they find thee out to be a girl” I replied, 
“Oui Lotd will veil our seciot”; and she rejoined, “Then do thou 
obey them." So I lay with the young man’s mother nor did any 
divine that I was a maid, albeit horn the time when I enteied into 


i The liLtlc piccutoiy formula would keep off the Evil Eye, 
z Supper comes Civ->t bwarwu the diy lwgms at sundown 
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that youth’s service my s'ruigth and comeliness had met eased. 
At last, one night of the nights, I went after suppei to sleep at my 
employer's, and the young man’s mother chanced to glance in my 
direction when she saw my loosed hair, which gleamed and 
glistened many-colouied as a peacock’s robe. Next morning I 
arose and gathenng up my locks donned the Talnyah 1 and pio- 
cocdcrl, as usual, to do scivicc abouL the house, never suspecting 
that the motliei had taken notice of my hail. J’lesenLly she said 
to hei son, “Tis my wish that thou buy me a few lose-blossoms 
which lie flush” He asked, “To make conscive?” and she 
answered, “No” Then he cncjuiietl: “Wheicfore wante.sl thou 
loses?” and she implied, “ Uy Allah, 0 my son, 1 wish thoiewith 
to try this oin servant, whom T suspect to he a gul and no boy; 
and under him in bed I would shew rose-leaves, foi an they he 
found wilted in the moimng he is a lad, and if they remain as they 
weie he is a lass. 3 ” .So lie fared forth and presently relumed to 
his mother with the rose-blossoms , and when the sleeping-hour 
came she went and placed them in my bed I slept well, and in 
the morning when I aiose she came to me and found that the 
petals had not changed for the woise . nay, they had gained lustie. 

So she made sme that I was a girl.-Anti Shahia/ad was sin pi iseel 

by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased Lo say lua pel mated 
say. Then quoth hei sister Dunya/ad, “ How sweet is thy stoiy, 
O sistei mine, and how enjoyable and delectable 1 ” QuoLh she, 
"And wheie is this compaied with that I would lelale lo you on the 
coming night an the Soviau suffoi me to suivivc?” Now when it 
was the next night and that was 

(Hfjc ^Ijur lihnrtvrK nnfc S'rtirnnclfj JQiaH, 

Dunya/ad said to hei, " Allah u[>on thee, O my sister, an thou 
be olliei than sleepy, fmi-sli lot us thy tale that wo may cut shoil 

the watching of this out latter night She lephcd :-With love 

and good will! It hath icached me, O auspicious King, die 
director, the right-guiding, loid of the lode which is benefiting and 
of deeds fan-seeming and woithy ccle bulling, that the damsel 
continued:-So the young man’s mothci made cettam that hei 

1 Calotte or skull cap, nights *\ii. and dmwi. 

2 This is .i new 11 tail'* m physics, and teii.unly to bo counted amongst 
“dungs not gentmlly known," Ihil liiiiteins have a hosL of “dodges ” (o detect 
physiological difl'eiences such as between nun and maid, vngm ami mutton, 
imperfect cast Ml os and pci Ret cumuhs, and so Ibiih Veiy Jsuslein, wuhttis 
Muta>hlis x is the talc of the thicf-<atrhu, who discovcied a (allow in fonmuue 
attire by throwing an object to) him lo e.iich in Ids la]) ami by Ins closing Ids legs 
mslcad of opening them wide as the pellicoutcd ones would do. 
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servant lad was a viigin lass Rut she concealed her secret from 
hei son, and was kind to 1110 and showed me lespcci, and of tile 
goodness of her heart sent me back early to my mothei and sisteis 
Now one day of the days the youth came home about noon as was 
his wont, and he found me with sleeves lucked up to the elbows 
engaged in washing a bundle of shills and unhands, and I was 
caieless of myself, so he drew near me and noted my cheeks 
that flushed rosy red, and eyes winch weie as those of the thirsty 
ga/clle, and my scorpion locks hanging adown my side face. This 
took place in sunimci-lide, and when he saw me thus his wits 
weie distraught and his sound senses were as naught, and his 
judgment was in default: so he went in to lus parent, and said to 
her, “ O my mother, indeed this servant is no boy, but a maiden 
girl, and my wish is that thou discovet for me her case and make 
manifest to me her condition, and inairy me to her, foi that my 
heart is fulfilled of hci love.” Now by the decree of the Dccrcer 
1 was privity listening to aft they said of me, so presently 1 mose, 
after washing the clothes and what else they had given me; but 
my state was changed by then talk, and 1 knew and ielt certified 
that the youth and his mother had recognised me tor a gnl. I 
continued on this wise till eventide, when 1 took the food and 
returned (o my family, and they all ate till they had eaten enough, 
when I told them my adventure and my conviction So my mother 
said to me, “What lemaineth foi us now to do?” and said I. "O my 
mothei, let us arise, we three, before night shall set in, and go forth 
eie they lock the Khan upon us; and if the door-keeper ask us 
aught, lei US answer.—We are fanng to upend the night in lire 
house of the youth where 0111 son is serving.’’ My mother replied, 
“ Right indeed is thy lede ” Accordingly, till four of us went forth 
at the same time, and when the porter asked, “This rs night-tide 
and whithei may ye be wending?” we answered, “AVe have been 
invited by the young man whom oui son sciveth, for he maketh .1 
Scptenn-festival 1 and a bridal-feast' so we puipose tonight with 
him and return a-morn.” Quoth he, “Theie is no haun m that." 
So we issued out and tinned aside and sought the waste lands, the 
Yeilei veiling us, and we ceased not walking till the day brake and 
we weie soie a-weaned Then we sat foi rest till the rise of sun, and 
when it shone we four spuing up and stiave with our wayfare 
throughout the fust day and the second and the third until the 
seventh. (Now all this was 1 elated to Mohammed the Sultan of 

I Arab. “ Sribu " (for “ Yawn .il-SulnV”) a fcsln.il prq>.ued on Ihe seventh 
day after a bit lb, or a marriage, or relm u from pilgi image See Lane (M, K faun/:) 
under “ Srrbooa." 
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Cano and his Wa/ir by the youngest. Piinccss, and they abode 
wondenng at het woids) On the se\enth day we tenchcd this city 
and hete wc housed omselves , but to this horn we have no news of 
oin sue aftei the Ministei was burnt noi do wc know an he be whole 
ol dead. Yet we yearn for him • so do thou, of thine abundant 
favotii, O King of the Age, and thy pci feet beneficence, send a 
messenger to seek tidings of him and to acquaint him with om ease, 
when he will send to fetch ns. Hein she ceased speaking and the 
Monnich and Minister both wondeicd at her words and exclaimed, 
“Exalted be He Who deciecth to His servants sevetnnee and ic- 
union ” Then the Sultan of Caiio aiose without stay 01 delay 
and wrote letters to the King of AidrMe, the father of the damsels, 
tolling him that he had taken them under his safoguaid, them and 
their mothei, and gave the writ to the Shaykh of the Co.ssids 1 and 
appointed for it a tunning (ouriei and sent him fouh with it to 
the desert. Aftei this the King took the three maidens and thou 
molhci and rained them to his Palace, where he set apart foi them 
an apartment and he appointed fov them what sufficed, of appoint¬ 
ments Now as for the Cossid who faicd foiLh with the letter, he 
stinted not spanning the waste foi the spare of two months until 
he made the city of the beieaved King of Al-Inik, and when 
he asked foi the royal wlieieabouts they pointed out to him a 
plcasuic-gaulcn So he lepaucd thilhci and wciu in to him, 
kissed gi outlet be foie him, offeicd his sendees, pi ay eel for him, and 
lastly handed to him the lettei. The King took it and brake the 
seal and opened the scioll, but when lie lead it and compi client Led 
its contents, he lose up and .shucked a loud shuck and fell to the 
Horn in a fainting fit. So the high officials flocked around him 
and laised him fiom the gtound, and when he lecovered aftei an 
horn 01 so, they questioned him concerning the cause of this. He 
then ielated to them the iidventuies of lus wife and childion ; how 
they weie still in the bond* of life whole and hcaity* and foilh- 
lighl lie oideied a ship to he got ready foi them and stoied theiein 
gifts and presents foi him who had been the gtiauhan of his Queen 
and hei daughleis But he knew not what linked foi them in the 
future So the ship sailed away, all on boaiti seeking the debited 
city, and she icm lied it wiLhout delay, the winds blowing lighl and 
f,ui Then she hied the cannon of safe arrival 8 and the Sultan 

1 Foi this Anglo-Indian icim=si limning uuuier, see night dccKvi. It is the 
gist of the venciablo Joe Miller eh winch tlie fulhei asks a hiciul to n mu' Ins 
.seven-months’ rliihl “Call him ‘Cossid,’ foi veuly he hath arcomjiiislu-rl .a 
match of nine mortlhs m seven months.” 

2 Aiali “ M.ulali sil-Hal.lnwli," ft custom showing tlie date of the tale to he 
mmo modem than any in ihe icn vols. of The hJiglils pupa. 
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sent foith to enquiic concerning hei,-And Shahra/ad peiccived 

Lhc dawn of day and fell silent and ceased saying hei permitted 
say. Then quoth hoi sistei Dunya/ad, “ How sweet and tasteful 
is thy talc, O sister mine, and enjoyable and delectable 1 ” Quoth 
she, “ And vrlieie is this compaied with that I would relate to you 
on the coming night an the Sovran suffer me to smvivc ? ” Now 
when it was the next night and that was 

GTfjc C&rce bunturti anti Sclicntu firot 

Dunyas'ad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou be 
othei than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short the 

watching of this our lattei night 1 ” She tcplied :-With love and 

good will' It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the dircctoi, 
the light-guiding, loid of the rede which is benefiting and of deeds 
fair-seeming and worthy celebrating, that the Sultan made enquiries 
concerning that ship, when behold* the Rais 1 came forth her to 
the land and accosting the King handed to him the lettei, and 
acquainted him with the aiuval of the gifts and presents. Wheie- 
upon he bade all on boaid her come ashore and be received in the 
guest-house for a space of three days until the tiaces of travel 
should disappear from them. Aftei that time the Sultan gat ready 
whatso became his high degree of offerings evening those despatched 
to him by the fathei of the damsels, and stowed them in the vessel, 
where lie also embarked as much of victual and piovauntas might 
suffice foi all the voyagers. On the fouith day after sunset the 
damsels and their mother were borne on boaid, and likewise went 
the maslet after they had taken leave of the King, and had 
salam’d to him and played for his preservation Now m early 
morning the breeze blew free and fan, so they loosed sad and made 
for the back 3 of Lhc sea and voyaged safely foi the iiist day and 
the second. But on the thud day about mid-afternoon a furious 
gale came out against them, wheieby the sails weie torn to tatteis 
and the masts fell overboaid. So the crew made certain of death, 
and the ship ceased not to be tossed upwmds and to sclLle down 
without mast oi sail till midnight, all the folk lamenting one to 
othei, as did the maidens and their mothei, dll the wreck was 
driven upon an island and there went to pieces. Then he whose 
life-term was short died foilhnghl and he whose life-term was long 
sumved, and some bestiode planks and otheis butts and othei-, 
again bulks of limbei, whereby all weie scpmaled each fiom othei, 

1 Mnstci, captain, slcippu (not owiwi) • see night-. \m. .mil iKIu. 

2 Zahr al-]Uhi — the sulfate which afloicb a passage to man, 
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Now the motliei anil two of the daughters clornb upon planks they 
chanced find and sought then safety; lmt the youngest of the 
maidens, who had mounted a keg, 1 ami who knew nothing of hei 
mother and sistcis, was earned up and < asL down by the waves for 
the space of five days, till she landed upon an extensive seadioai d, 
where she found a sufficiency to eat and dunk. She sat down 
upon the shore for an horn of tune until she had taken lest and 
hci he.ut was calmed and hei feai had flown and she had 

recoveictl hei spiuts, then she io.se and paced the sands, all 

unknowing whither she should wend, and whenever she came upon 
aught of lieihs si e would eat of them. This lasted ihiough the fust 

day and the second till the loienoon of the thiul, when lo and 

behold' a KnigliL advanced towaids hei, falcon on fist and followed 
by a gteyhotind. Tor lluee da>s ho had been wandering about the 
waste, questing game citliei of buds 01 of beasts, but he happened 
not upon eithei when he chanced to meet the maiden, and, seeing 
hei, ^ud in his mind, “By Allah, yon damsel is my qnany this 
veiy day.” So he chew near hei ancl salum’d to her, and she 
lelLirned his salute, wheieupon he askccl her of hci condition, and 
she infoimed him of what had bended her, and his haul was 
softened towards her, and taking her up on his horse’s crupper he 
turned him homewnids. Now' of this youngest sister (quoih 
Shalna/ad) theie is much to say, and we will say il when the talc 
shall lerjuue the telling But as icgaids the second 1’iim e.ss slie 
ceased not floating on the plank foi the space of eight days, until 
she was borne by the sot of the sea close undci the walls of a 
city, but she was like one diunken with wine when die ciawled up 
the slioic and her laiment was in mgs and hei eoloui had waned 
foi excess of afflight. Howevei, she walked onwruds at a slow 
pace till she 1 cached the city, and came upon a house of low stone 
walls. So she went in and theie finding an ancient dame silling 
and spinning yam, she gave her good evening, and the other 
letumoil it, adding, “Who nit thou, O my daughici, and whence 
comest thou?’' She answeied, “O my aunt, I'm fallen fioni the 
skies, and have been met by the eaith : thou needest not question 
me of aught, for my heail is clean molten by (he file of guef 
An thou take me in for love and kindness ’tis well, and if not 1 
will again f.ue foi th on my wanderings” When the old woman 
heard these wolds she compnssionecl the maiden and hci hcnit 
felt tendei towaids hei, and she ciiecl, “Welcome to ihoe, O my 
daughtei, sit thee down!” Accoidmgly she sat her down beside 


i Arab, " k‘*h —a Mack jack, a leal hern Jiagnn. 
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h . er h " sl f f,t, 1 and the tvv ° fc;[I 10 spinning yarn whereby to gain 
then daily bread • and the old dame lejoiced in her and said 
‘‘She shall take the place of my daughter." Now of this second 
1 uncess (quoth Shahra/atl) there is much to say, and we will say 
it when the tale shall require the telling. But as regards the eldest 
sistei, she ceased not clinging to the plank and floating over the 
■sea till the sixth day passed, and on the seventh she was cast upon 
a stead where lay gaidens distant from the town six miles So 
she valked into them, and seeing fruit close-clusteting, die took 
of it and ate^ and donned the cast-off diess of a man she found 
ncai-hand. Then she kept on fating Liil she entered the town and 
here she [ell to wandering about the Uazars* till she came to the 
shop of a KunAfah‘-maker who was cooking his vermicelli, and 
he, seeing a fail youth in man’s habit, said to her, “0 younkci, 
wilt thou be mjr savant?" “0 my uncle," she said, “I will 
well”; so he settled her wage each day a quarter faithing.' 1 2 3 not 
including her diet, Now in that town were some fifteen shops 
wheiein Ivunnlah was made She abode with the confectioner the 
iirsl day mul the second and the thud to the full number of ten, 
when the traces of travel left hci and fear departed Horn her heait, 
and her fnvoui and complexion were changed for the better, and 
she became even as the moon, nor could any guess that the lad 
was a lass Now it was the practice of that man to bay every 
day half a quaitcm n of flout and use it for making Ins vermicelli, 
but when the so-seeming youth came to him he would lay in each 
morning three quarterns \ and the towns-folk heard of this change 
and fell to saying, “We will never dine without the Kunafah of the 
confectioner who hath in his house the youth.” This is what 
befell the eldest Princess or whom (quollr Shahia/ad) them is much 
to say and we will say it when the tale shall require the telling 
Bui as legauls the Quccn-mothei,-And Sliahrazad was sur¬ 

prised by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to say her 
peinulled say Then quoth hei sistei Dunya/ad, “How sweet is 
thy Stuiy, O sistei mine, and how enjoyable and delectable 1 " 
Quoth she, “And where is this compared with that I would relate 


1 • KunAf.ih”=a venmeUh cake often eaten at breakfast: see \ol vili. 
Wight ileuxlwxrx., p i.* “ Kiuiafam ” is the biker oi confectioner, Snjlt 
(p. ioi) comviIs tiie lattei inlo a “maker of cotton wallets for travelling” 

2 In the Lest (in 200) “Midi,” nclerical eirorfor “MayyidI,” an Abbreviation 
of “ Muayyacli',” the lniddah, Nusf, or half-tliiham, coined imdei Sultan at- Muayy.nl, 
A II. ix 1 ' 1 t.vni. -ii\ D. xv'b 

3 Aial> '“Rub’ ” (phu. “ ArbA’ ”)=thc fourth of a “ Wayluh,” the latter 
being the sixth of an Aulnbb (Inlabb) = 5 bushels See vol. i, night xxv. 
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to you on the; coming night an the Sovtan suffer me to mu vivo ?” 
Now when it was the next night and that was 

Cljc STbycr iDimirtii nnt» §rtJcnf^=6cconi iRirffjt, 

Dnnya/nd said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O niy sistei, an thou he 
olhei than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut slioil the 

watching of this out latlei night.” She lephod :-With love and 

good wall ' It hath »cached me, O auspicious King, the dnertoi, 
the ught-guiding, loid of the icde which is benefiting and of deeds 
fan-seeming and woithy celelnating, that as regaids the mother 
of the maidens, when the ship biokc up undei them and she 
bestrode the bulk of tnnbei, she came upon the Rais in his bom 
manned by tince of the men; so he look hei on boaid and they 
ceased not paddling foi a space of llneo days, when they sighted u 
lofty island which fulfilled then desiie, and its summit toweled high 
in air. So they made for it till they diew near it and landed on a 
low side-shoie wheie they abandoned then boat; and they ceased 
not walking thiough the lest of that day and those that followed, 
till one day of the days, behold, a dust-cloud suddenly appeared to 
them spiieing up to the skies. They fared for it and after a while 
it lifted, showing beneath it a host with s woids glancing and lance- 
heads’ gleams lancing and wai steeds dancing and ptaneing, and 
these were 1 id den by men like unto eagles and the host was undei 
the hands of a Sultan atouud whom ensigns ard banners weic 
flying, And when tins King saw the Rais and the sailois and the 
woman following, he wheeled Ins chaigei Lhemwaids to learn what 
tidings they biought and iodc up to the strangcis and questioned 
them , and the castaways informed them that their ship had broken 
up undei them Now the cause of this host’s taking the field was 
that the King of Al-Iiak, the laihei of the thice maidens, after he 
appointed the ship and saw hei set out, felt uneasy at heait, pu> 
snging evil, and fumed with soic feai the shifts of Tune, So lie 
went foiih, he and his high Officials and his host, and matched 
sulown the longshore till, by deciee of the Pciucci, he suddenly 
and all unexpectedly came upon his Queen who was undei cliaigo 
ol the ship’s captain. Presently, seeing the cavalcade and its ensigns, 
the Rais went fonvaid and recognising die King hastened lip to 
him and kissed his stiirup and his feet. The Sultan tinned towaids 
linn and knew him ; so he asked him of his state, and the Rais 
answered by relating all that had befallen him. Thereupon the 
King commanded his power to alighL in that place and they did 
so and set up their tents and pavilions. Then the Sultan took 
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scat in his Slumiyanah 1 and bade them bring his Queen and they 
biought hei, and when eye met eye the pan greeted each othei 
fondly and the father asked concerning her three children, bho 
dcclaied that she had no tidings of them afLei the shipwreck and 
she knew not whether they wcie dead 01 alive H cicat the King 
wept with sore weeping, and exclaimed, “ Venly we are Allah’s 
and unto linn we aie leturning ! ” .rftci which he gave orders to 
march from thill place upon his capital. Accordingly they stinted 
not fating for a space of four days till they reached the city, and he 
entered his citadel-palace. But eveiy time and every hour he was 
engiossed in pondeung the affair of the three Princesses, and kept 
saying, “ Would Heaven I wot aie they diowned or did they escape 
the sea, and, if they weie saved, Oh, that I knew whclhci they 
wcie scatteicd or abode in company one with other and whatevci 
else may have betidod them!” And he ceased not blooding over 
the issue of things and kept addressing Inmsclf in speech; and 
neither meat was pleasant to him 1101 drink, Such weie Ins case 
and adventure : but as regards the youngest sister wlrenas .she was 
met by the Knight and seated upon the crupper of his steed, he 
ceased not tiding with her till he icaclied his city and went inLo Ins 
citadel-palace. Now thn Knight was Ihe son of a Sul tan ivJmj Jwd 
lately deceased, but a usurpei had seized tire i eins of rule m his 
stead and Time had proved a tyrant to the youth, who had there 
fore addicted himself to hunting and spoiling Now by the dcciee 
of the Dccrcer he had ridden forth to the chase wheto he met the 
Princess and took her up behind him, and at the end of the ride, 
when he returned to his mother, he was bedimmed by her charms, 
so he gave her m charge to his patent and honoured her with the 
highmosl possible honoui and felt foi her a growing fondness even 
as felt she for him. And when the girl had tartied with them a 
month full-told, she increased nr beauty and loveliness and sym¬ 
metrical stature and peifecl grace; then the heart of the youth 
was fulfilled with love of her and on like wise was the soul of the 
damsel who, in her new affection, forgot her mother and her sisters 
But from the moment that maiden enteied his Palace the fortunes 
of the young Knight amended and the woild waxed propitious to 
Inin, noi less did the hearts of the lieges incline to him , so they held 
a meeting and said, “ There shall be over us no Sovi.rn and no Sultan 
save the son of 0111 late King, and he who at tins present rulellr us 
hath neither gieat wealth nor just claim to the sovereignty." Now 


l A royal pavilion ; according to Shakcspear (Ilmd. Diet, sub voce) it is a 
comipLioii of ihc l'ers. 11 Saynban—canopy. 
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all this benefit which accmed to the young King was by the 
auspicious coming of the Piincevs. Presently Lhe case was ay iced 
upon by all Lhe citizens of the capital that on the morning of Lhe 

next clay they would make him tulei and depose the usutpei.- 

And Shahiazad peiceivcd the dawn of day and felt silent and ceased 
saying her peimitled say. Then quoth lici sistci Dutiya/ad, "I-Iow 
svvccl and tasti fill is thy tale, O sistei mine, and enjoyable and 
delectable !'' Quoth she, "And whcic is this compaied with that I 
would ielate to you on the coming night an Lhe Sovian sufiei me to 
suivive?” Now when it was the next night and that was 

GTIjr dTftixr i])iin&i’cJi nntt ^cbritfi) tljuli 

Dunyazad said to hei, "Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be othei than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut shotL 

the watching of this our latter night!" She replied:-With 

love mid good will ! It hath tcached me, O auspicious King, Lhe 
dtiecloi, lhe lighl-guiding, loid of the rede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fail-seeming and woithy cclebiating, that Lhe citizens 
m eaily morning held a meeting whereat were present the Louis 
of die land and the high officials, and they went in to the usiupmg 
Sultan determined to remove and depose him. IJut he refused 
and foiswoic consent, saying, " By Allah, such thing may not be 
except after battle and slaughter." Aceoidmgly they fared foith 
and acquainted the young King, who held the maltei giievous and 
was ovei-iiddeii by cnik and caic : howevei ho said to them, "If 
there must peifoice be fighting and killing, I have treasures 
sufficient to levy a host." So saying lie went away and disappeared; 
hut presently he brought them the moneys, which they 
distributed to the tioops. Then they repaired to the Maydan, 
the field of fight outside the city, and on like guise the usuiping 
Sultan rede out with all his powei. And when the two opposing 
hosts were langed in then foiccs, each light ready for the fray, 
the usuiper and his men cliaiged home upon the young King, 
and eithei side engaged in fierce combat, and sore slaughter befell, 
But the usui per had the better of the battle, and put posed to seize 
the young King amidst his many, when, lo and behold! appealed 
a Knight backing a coal-black marc; and he was aimed cnp-A-pie 
in a coat of mail, and he earned a spcai and a mace With these 
he bote down upon the usuipci and shore off his light toreann, 
so that lie fell fiom his deslnei, and the Knight, seeing this, .sLruck 
linn a second sltoke with the swoid and parLed head horn body. 
When his at my saw the usui per fall all sought safety in (light 
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and saiivc qui fact; but the anny of the young King came up 
with them and caused the scymitai to fall upon them, so that there 
were saved of them only those to whom length of life was fore- 
01 dained. Hereupon the victors lost no time in gathering the 
spoils and the horses together; but the young King stood gazing 
at the Knight and considering his piowess; yet he failed to 
lecognise him, and aftei an hout 01 so the stranger disappeaied, 
leaving the conqueior soiely chafed and vexed for that he knew 
him not and had failed to foigathci with him. After this the 
young King lcturncd fiom the hattle-field with his band playing 
behind him and he entcicd the seat of his power, and was raised 
by the lieges to the station of his sire. Those who had escaped 
the slaughter dispersed in all directions and sought safety in 
(light, and the partisans who had enthroned the young King 
llnonged mound him and gave him joy, as also did the general 
of the city, whose lejoicings weie increased thereby. Now the 
coming of the aforesaid Knight was a wondrous matter. When 
the liglitfnl King made ready for battle the Princess feared foi his 
life, and being skilled in the practice of every weapon, she escaped 
the notice of the Queen-dowager, and aftei donning her wai-gaib 
and battle-gear she went forth to the stable and saddled her a 
mare and mounted her and pushed in between the two armies. 
And as soon as she saw the usuipci charge down upon the young 
King as one dcteimined to shed his life’s blood, she forestalled 
him and attacked him and tore out the life from between his ribs 
Then she returned to her apartment nor did any know of the deed 
she had done. Presently, when it was eventide, the young King 
entered the Palace after securing his succession to royalty; but 
he was still chafed and vexed foi that he knew not the Knight. 
I-Iis mothei met him and gave him joy of his safety and his 
accession to the Sultanate, whereto he made reply, "Ah ' O my 
mothei, my length of days was from the hand of a horseman who, 
suddenly appealing, joined us in our haidcst stress and aided me 
111 my Stiaitost need and saved me fiom death." Quoth she, “ 0 
my son, hast lliou recognised him?” and quoth he, "'Twas my 
best desire to discover him and to stablish him as my Wa/ir, but 
this I failed to do." Now when the Pimccss heard these word-, 
she laughed and rejoiced, and still laughing said, "To whoso will 
make thee acquainted with linn what wilt thou give?” and said 
lie, " Dost thou know him ? ” So she replied, " I wot him not ”; 
and he rejoined, "Then what is the meaning of these thy woids?" 
when she answered him in these piosaic lhymes 1 :—_ 

1 Aiab. “ Musajja’”=ihymcd prose for the Saj’a, see vol. i night xii , 
and Tcuiuiul Essay, vol. vui, § v. So Chaucci :— 

In rhyme 01 eiles in cadence. 
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11 O my Lord, may I prove tliy sacrifice * Nor exult at thy snirows thino 
enemies I 

Could unease and disease by otheis be borne, * The slave should bcai 
load on his lord that lies : 

J’ll cairy whatever makes tliee complain * And be my body the fust 
that dies,” 

When lie heard these words he again asked, “Dost thou know 
him?” and she answeied, “He? Veuly we wot him not'”; and 
repealed the saying to him a second lime: withal lie by no means 
nndcistood hei. So quoth she, “ T-Tow canst thou administer the 
Sultanate and yet fail to comprehend my simple wotds? For 
indeed I have made the case deal to thee. 1 ' Heieupon he 
fathomed the secret of the saying and flew to hei in his joy and 
clasped hei to his bosom and kissed her upon the cheeks. But 
his mother tinned to him and said, “O my son, do not on this 

wise, foi eveiything hath its time and season” ;-And Sliahiazad 

was suipused by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to 
say her permitted say. Then quoth her sistei Dunya/ad, “JJow 
.sweet is thy stoiy, O sistei mine, and how enjoyable and delect¬ 
able ! ” Quoth she, “ Vnd whcie is this compaied with that I 
would relate to you on the coming night an the Sovran suffer me 
to survive?” "Now when it was the next night and that was 


Cfjc dlji’cc jbmrtUTlj nhO g-djcnl^foiiftl) 

Dunya/nd said to her, “Allah upon thee, O my sistei, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish foi us thy talc that we may cut shoil 
the watching of this oui 1 at let night I ” She lephcd -—With 
love and good-will! It hath 1 cached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
dnector, the ughl-gaiding, loid of the ledc which is benefilmg and 
of deeds faii-seeimng and woilhy celebialing, that the Sullan’s 
mothei said, “O my son, cveiyLlmig hath its time and season; 
and whoso hunicth a matter before oppoitumly belli shall be 
punished with the loss of it.” But he lcplied, “By Allah, O my 
mothei, thy suspicion be misplaced: I acted thus only on my 
giatitude to hei, foi assuiedly she is the Knight who came to 
my aidance and who saved me from death.” And his mothei 
excused him. They passed that night in convene, and next clay 
at noontide the King sought the Diwan in older to issue his 
commandments; but when the assembly filled Lhe loom and 
became as a gulden of bloom the Loids of the land said to him, 
“ 0 King of the Age, ’iwctc not suitable that thou become Sultan 

I Ai.il), “ JIuwa inn,i lam na’iifu-li ” lit = He, veuly we wot him not j the 
juxtaposition of the hist two pionouns is intended to suggest “I am lie ” 
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except thou take to thee a wife ; and Alhamdolillah!—laud to the 
Loid "Who hath set thee on the necks of His servants and Who 
hath lcsloied the realm to thee as successor of thy sire. There is 
no help but that thou marry.” Quoth he, “To hear is to consent” ; 
then he aiose without stay or delay, and went in to his mother and 
1 elated to her what had happened. Quoth she, “O my son, do 
what becomclh thee and Allah prosper thy affairs 1 ” He said to 
her, “ 0 my mother, letne thou with the maiden and persuade her 
to marriage, foi I want none other and I love not aught save her¬ 
self,” and said she, “With joy and gladness.” So he went from 
her and she arose and was private with the damsel when she 
addressed hei, “ 0 my lady, the King desireth to wed thee and he 
wanteth none othei, and he seeketh not aught save thee.” But the 
Princess, healing this, exclaimed, “How shall I marry, I who have 
lost my kith and kin and my dear ones and am driven fiom my 
country and my biith-place? This were a proceeding opposed to 
piopncty! But if it need must be and I have the fortune to 
forgathci with my mother and sisteis and father, then and then 
only it shall take place,” The mother icplied, “Why this delay, O 
my daughter? The Lords of the land have stood up against the 
King in the matter of marriage, and in the absence of espousals 
we fear foi his deposition Now maidens be many, and then 
iclations long to see each damsel wedded to my son and become 
a Queen 111 vntue of liei husband's degree: but he wanteth none 
othei and loveth naught save thyself. Accordingly, an thou 
wouldst lake compassion on lum and protect him by thy consent 
horn the insistence of the Grandees, deign accept him to mate.” 
Nor did the Sultan’s mothei cease to speak soothing words to the 
maiden and to gentle her with soft language, until hei mind was 
made up and she gave consent. 1 Upon this they began to piepaie 
for the ceiemony forthright, and summoned the Kazi and witnesses 
who duly knotted the knot of wedlock and by eventide the glad 
tidings of the espousals were biuited abroad The King bade 
spiead bride-feasts and banqueting tables and invited his high 
Officials and the Giandees of the kingdom and he went in to the 
maiden that very night and the lejoicings grew in gladness and 
all soirows ceased to deal sadness Then he proclaimed through 
the capital and all the burghs that the lieges should decorate 
the streets with laie tapestries and mullifoim in honour of the 
Sultanate. Accordingly, they adorned the thoroughfares in the 

I In Moslem tales decency compels the maiden, however much &he may be in 
love, to show extreme unwillingness; and this faice is enacted in real life (see 
jnghL dcdxxxix.). 
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oily and its suburbs foi forty days, and the lejoicmgs incieased 
when the King fed the widows and the Fakirs and the mesquin 
and scattered gold and lobed and gifted and laigesscd till all the 
days of decoration were gone by. On this wise the sky of his 
estate grew clcai by the loyalty of the lieges, and he gave ouleis 
to deal justice after the fashion of the older Sultans, to wit, the 
Chosroes and the Ctesars; and this condition cncluied fot three 
yearn, dining which Almighty Allah blessed him by the Princess 
with two men-ehildicn as they were moons. Such was [lie case 
with the youngest Princess, but as regards the cailettc, the second 

sister,-And Shahia/ad peiceived the dawn of day and fell 

silent and ceased saying her pci m it Led say Then quoth her 
sister Dunya/ad, “ How sweet and tasteful is thy talc, O sister 
mine, and enjoyable and delectable!” Quoth she, “And whcie is 
this compared with that I would iclalc to you on the coming night 
an the Sovian sulfei me to survive?” Now when it was the ne\l 
night and that was 

dllje (0jrcc Ijjinrtjven nnU S^cntp-ffft5 

Dunya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thcc, O my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish for us thy laic that we mayculshoit 

the watching of this our latter night I” She replied:-With 

love and good-will ' It hath icachcd me, 0 auspicious King, the 
director, the nghl-guidmg, lord of the rede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fair-seeming and worthy celebrating, that as legaids the 
case of the cadette, the second damsel, when she was adopted to 
daughlei by the ancient dame she fell to spinning with her and 
living by the work of then hands. Now then; chanced to govern 
lh.it city a lttsha 1 who had sickenui with a sore sickness till lie was 

i The Ai.ib. form (our old “ bashaw”) of the Turk “ INishn,” which die 
l'Ycneh and many English write l'.wh.i, thus confusing the vnlg.u who called 
Ibialiim Padia “ Abraliiun Parker." The ougin of the wonl is much deluded, 
and the most fanciful derivations have lieeii proposed. Hume have taken it lunn 
tilt: Sansk “ Pnhslia”*=a wing lAieisl fiom Peis. Paig.Ui -stank, cliguuy; Von 
JlmiiHiei (History) fiom P.h-ShAh = foot of the king; many fiom " Padishah ” = 
the Sovian, and Mi. E J. W. Gibb suspects a conneclion wilh llicTmk. "Ikisli” 
=:n head lie wiite.s to me that tile oldest fotins me “ li.ishah ” and “ U.fsliah"; 
and takes the lollowmg quotation fiom Colonel Jcv.ld Hey, aulhoi of an excellent 
woik on Hie famssaiies published a few yeais ago, “ As it was the custom ol the 
(anticnt) Twits tn call the eldest son ‘ Pasha,’ the mine style was given to his son 
AU al-Dm (Aladdin) by Osni.fn Gli.i/i, the founder of llic Elliptic; and lie kept 
his Ueii at home and beside him, whilst he employed the cadet Orkh.m Hey as his 
ctmimandei-in-cluef When Orkhaii Gluizi ascended the lluonc lie eonleiied tlie 
tiLle of Piislni upon Ins son Sulnymnn Piesenlly icigncd Mur.UI (Ainuialh), who 
spying signs of disaffection in Ins fiist-hom Sawiijf Hey nbouL the middle of In, 
reign usaled Kdiii Khalil (his ICdsi-Askar or High Clianeelloi) Wa/.n with tlie 
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near unto death j and the wise men and leaches had compounded 
for him of medicines a mighty matter which, howevei, availed him 
naught. At last the tidings came to the eais of the Pi incest who 
lived with the old woman and sire said to her, “ 0 my mother, I 
desire to prepare a lasse of bioth and do thou bear it to the Pasha 
and let him diink of it; haply will Almighty Allah vouchsafe him 
a cuic wheieby we shall gain some good.” Said the other, “Omy 
daughlei, and how shall I obtain admittance and who shall set the 
biOlh before him? 1 ' The maiden leplied, “O my mother, at the 
Gate of Allah Almighty 1 !” and the dame lejoincd, f, Do thou 
what.so thou wiliest.” So the damsel aiose and cooked a tasse of 
hioth and mingled with it sundry hot spices such as pimento, 3 
and she had ccitain leaflets taken fiom the so-called Wind- 
(ree, 8 wheicof she inserted a small portion, defLly mingling the 
ingredients. Then the old woman took it and set forth and 
walked till she reached the Pasha’s mansion, where Lhe seivants 
and eunuchs met hei and asked her of what was with her. She 
answeied, “This is a tasse of broth which I have brought for the 
Pasha that he dunk of it as much as he may fancy: haply 
Almighty Allah shall vouchsafe healing to him.” They went in and 
icported that to the Basha, who exclaimed, “Bung her to me 
hither.” Accordingly, they led hci within and she offeied to him 
the tasse of hi oth, wheieupon he lose and sat upright and removed 
the cover bom the cup, which sent fovth a pleasant savour: so he 
look it and sipped of it a spoonful and a second and a thud, when 
his heail opened to her and he drank of it till he could no more 
Now this was in the forenoon and, after finishing the soup, he gave 
the old woman a somewhat of dinats which she took and letumed 
thcicwith to the damsel rejoicing, and handed to her the gold pieces. 
But the Pasha immediately after dunking the bioth felt drowsy 
and he slept a lcstful sleep till mid-aflemoon and when lie awoke 
health had icturned to Ins fiame beginning from the time he drank. 
So he asked aftei the ancient dame and sent her Avoid to propaie 
foi him another tasse of broLh like the first, but they told him 


title Kn/yr ftl-Din Pasha; thus making him, as it were, an adopted son. After 
”tins the won! passed into [lie tnlcgoiy of official lilies and came In he conferred 
unon those who received high office.” Colonel JevAd llcy then quotes in sjippoit 
of his oiiimon the “ History ofMunajjim Pasha” and the “ Fatayah al-WuItu at 
=VieLoncs of Events. I may note that the old title has been .sadly piobtitntcd m 
Egypt as avcII as in Tuikcy : in 1851 Pashas could be mimbeied on a mans 
hiifjei s. now they are innumerable and of no account. 

1 A1.1l) “*Alfc bnbi ’ll.il)”=foi the love of the Lord, grabs, etc, a most 

nupulai phi use. 

2 Aiab. “ Pah,li,” often used foi hot spices geneially. 

3 In the text SliajmaL lbh, 
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that none Icnew hci dwelling-place. Now when Ihc old woman 
returned home the maiden asked her whether the biolh had 
pleased the Basha or not, and she said Lliat u was veiy much to 
his liking; so the gnl got ready a second portion, but without all 
the sLronger ingredients' of the fust. Then she gave it to the 
dame who took it and went forth with it and whilst the 11 as ha was 
asking for hei, behold, up she came and the savants took her and 
led her in to the Governor. On seeing her he rose and sat upright 
and called for otliei food and when it was bioughl he ate his 
sufficiency, albeit for a length of tunc Ire could neither lise nor 
walk. But fiom the hour he dianlc all the bioth he sniffed the 
scent of health and he could move about as he moved when hale 
and hcaity. So he asked the old dame, saying, “Didst thou cook 
this bioth?” and she answered, “O nry loid, my daughter made it 
and sent me with it to thee.” lie exclaimed, “By Allah this 
maiden cannot be thy daughter, O old woman; and she can he 
naught save the daughtei of Kings. Bui bid her every day at 
moming-tidc cook me a lasse of the same biolh.” The other 
replied, “To hear is to obey,” and lctuincd home with this 
message to the damsel who drd as the Hash.a hade the first day, 
and the second to the seventh day. And the Basha waxed 
sponger every day, and when the week was ended Ire took horse 
and lode to his pleusuic-gaidcn. He increased continually in 
force and vigour till, one day of the days, he sent for the dame 
and questioned hei concerning the damsel who lived with her ; so 
she acquainted him with hei case and what tlreie was in her of 
beauty and loveliness and poifoct grace. Thcioupon the Basha fell 

in love with the gill by hearsay and without cyc-sceing a :-And 

Simla a/ad was sutpnsed by the dawn of day and fell silent and 
ceased to say her permitted say. Then quoth her sister Dunya/ad, 
“ How sweet is thy sloiy, O sister mine, and how enjoyable and 
delectable!” Quoth she, “And where is this compared with that 
I would relate to you on the coming night an the Sovian sutler 
me to survive?” Now when rt was the next night and that was 

®I)c (Clivec lihuVCrcij nuts S’rUcnty^iytl) Jftijjjjt, 

Dunyarad said to her, “ Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish for us thy talc that we may cut shod 
the watching of this oui latter night !” She replied ;-With love 

i Arab " MaMrlin ”=imncmls, here mentioned foi Hie lust lime. 

a For the eai conceiving luve Lcfbic the eye (the basis oi half these love- 
kIoiics), see vol. ii., night 
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and good-will ! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the director, 
the light-guiding, loid of the rede which is benefiting and of deeds 
faii-secming and woilhy celebrating, that the Kasha fell in love 
with the gill by heaisay and without eye-sccing, so he changed 
his habit and donning a diess of Danvaysh-cut (eft his mansion 
and threaded the sheets, passing from house to house until he 
reached that of the old woman. He then knocked at the entrance 
and she came behind it and asked, “ Who’s at the door ? ” "A 
Darwaysh and a stranger,” answeied he, “who knoweth no man in 
this town and who is sore an-hungered.” Now the ancient dame 
was by natuie niggardly and she had lief put him off, but the 
damsel said to her, “Turn him not away,” and quoting ‘Honour 
to Lite foieignei is a duty,’ said, “So do thou lei him in." She 
admitted him and seated him, when the maiden hi ought him a 
somewhat of food and stood before him in his service. He ate 
one time, and ten times he ga/ed at the gill, until lie had eaten his 
sufficiency, when he washed his hands, and rising, left the house and 
went his ways. But his heart flamed with love of the Princess 
and he was deeply enamoured of her, and he ceased not walking 
until he leached his mansion, whence he sent foi the old woman 
And when they brought her, he produced a mint of money and a 
sumptuous chess in which he requested and prayed her to attne 
the damsel’ then the old woman took it and relumed to her 
protegee, saying to herself, “By Allah, if the girl accept the Basha 
and marry him she will piove sensible as foitunatc; but an she be 
not content so to do I will turn hei out of my door.” When she 
went in she gave her the dress and bade her don it, but the 
damsel lefused till the old woman coaxed het and peusuaded hci 
to tiy it 011 Now when the danre left the Basha, he privily 
assumed a woman’s habit and followed in hci footsteps, and at last 
he entered the house close behind her and beheld the Princess 
in the suinpLuous diess. Then the file ol his desire flamed 
higher in his heait, and he lacked patience to pait fiom her, so he 
1 olurncd to his mansion with mind preoccupied and vitals yearning 
Tlnlher he summoned the old woman, and asked her to demand 
the girl in mairiage, and was instant with her, and cried, “No help 
luit this must be.” Accordingly, she letuined home, and acquainted 
the gnl with what had taken place, adding, “O my daughter, veiily 
the Basha loveth thee, and his wish is to wed thee. He hath been a 
hcnefacLoi to us, and thou wilt nevei meet his like; for that he is 
deeply enainoined of thee, and the byword saith, ‘Rewaid of 
lover is letuin of love.’” And the ancient dame ceased not 
gentling hci and plying hei with fnendly woids till she was soothed 
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and gave consent. Then she leluincd to the Basha and mfoimed 
him of lier success, so he joyed with exceeding joy, and without 
stay or delay bade slaughter beeves and picpaic bridal feasts and 
spread banquets wheieLo he invited the notables of his Government: 
aftet which he swmmovied tbe Kc'/i, who tied the knot, and he 
went in to her that mglit And of the abundance of Ins love lie 
fared not forth from her till seven days had sped; and he ceased 
noL to cohabit with her for a span of five years dining which Allah 
vouchsafed to him a man-child by her and two daughters. Such 
was the case with the etuleUc Piiuccss, but as regards the eldest 
sister, when she entered the city in youth’s attire she was accosted 
by the Kunafah-bakci, and was lined for a daily wage of a Midi 
of silver besides hei meal and chink in his house Now 'Lwas the 
practice of that man eveiy day to buy half .1 quartern of Hour, 
and thereof make his \crmicelh, but when the so-seemmg Youth 
came to him he would buy and work up three quarterns; and all 
the folk who bought Kunafah of him would flock to Ins shop 
with the view of gazing upon the beauty and loveliness of the 
Youth and said, “Exalted be lie Who ciealcd and perfected what 
I-Ie wrought in the cl cation of this young man l ” Now by the 
deace of tire Decieei the baker’s shop faced the latticed-windows 
of the Sultan's Palace, and one day of the days the King’s 
daughter chanced to look out at the window, mid she saw the 
Youth standing with sleeves tucked up from aims which shone like 
ingots 1 of silver. ITereat the Princess fell in love with the Youth, 

-And Shahiazad perceived the dawn of day and fell silent 

and ceased saying her permitted say Then quoth hci sisLci 
D unyazad, “Plow sweet anil tasteful is thy laic, O sislei mine, and 
enjoyable and delectable'” Quoth she, “And where is this compared 
with that I would lclate to you on the coming night an the Sovran 
suffer me to survive?” Now when it was the next night and that was 

Cfljc OHji’cc Ipriiiljrcto itn& &rtontj><0ctoiity Jftijpjt, 

Dunyazad said to her, “Allah upon thee, 0 my sister, an thou be 
other than sleepy, finish foi us thy lale that we may cut short the 

watching of tins oat fatter night 1 " She replied --With love and 

good-will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the director, 
the right-guiding, lord of the lede which is benefiting and of deeds 

1 According lo Dr. Stcingass, “ Mirwiid ’’-the iron axle of a pulley or awheel 
lor drawing water or lifting loads, hence possibly a lui of meLnl, :m ingoi, Jim |,e 
is more inclined to take it in ils usual sense or ** Kohl-pc tied, 11 T l<.j 0 11 Mh wild ” 
is 1 lie broader faun like “Mifutli” for “ Miflali,” much used m Syim. 
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Tan-seeming and woithy celebiating, that when the Sultan’s daughter 
looked out at the window she fell in love with the Youth, and 
she knew not how to act that she might forgather with him: so 
desire afflicted her and extreme fondness, and presently she took 
to her pillow all for her affection to that young man. Thereupon 
her muse went m to her and found her lying upon her cat pet-bed 
a-inoamng and a-gioamng “Ah I” So she exclaimed, “Thy safety 
horn all whereof thou hast to complain!” Then she took her 
hand and felt her pulse, but could find in it no symptoms of sick¬ 
ness bodily, whereupon she said, “O my lady, thou hast no unease 
save what eyesight hath brought thee.” She replied, “O my 
mother, do thou keep sacred my secret, and it thy hand can leach 
so far as to bung me my desiie, prithee do so”; and the nurse 
icjoincd, “0 my lady, like me who can keep a secret? therefoie 
confide to me thy longing and Allah vouchsafe thee thy dearest 
hope.” Said the Piincess, “0 my mother, my heart is lost to the 
young man who worketh in the vermicelli-baker’s shop and if I 
fail to be united with him I shall die ol giief.” The nurse replied, 
“By Allah, 0 my lady, he is the fanest of his age and indeed I 
lately passed by him as his sleeves were tucked up above his fore¬ 
aims and he lavished my wits: I longed to accost him, but shame 
ovcicame me in presence of those who weie lound him, some 
buying ICunafah and otheis ga/.ing on his beauty and loveliness, 
his symmeluc stature and his perfect grace. But I, O my lady, 
will do thee a set vice and cause thee forgather with him ere long.” 
Jlciewith the heart of the Piincess was solaced, and she promised 
the nuise all good Then the old woman left her and fell to 
devising how she should act in order to bring about a meeting 
between hei and the Youth, or cany him into the Palace. So she 
went to the baker's shop and bunging out an Ashrnfi 1 said to him, 
“Take, 0 Mastei, this gold piece and make me a platter 3 of 
vermicelli meet for the best and send it for me by this youth who 
shall bring it to my home that be neai hand: I cannot carry it 
myself.” Quoth the bakci in his mind, “By Allah, good pay is 
tliis gold piece and a ICunafah is woith ten silverlmgs; so all the 
lcslispuie piofit.” And he replied, “On my head and eyes be it, 
O my lady”, and taking the aslnafi made hei a plate of vermi¬ 
celli and bade his seivant bear it to her house. So he took it up 


I For the Aslnafi, n gold coin of variable value, see p 160, ante. It 3 s still 
coined; llie Calcutta ashrafi worth £i ns. 8d is ^Lli (about 5s to the 0/) 
bcttci than the English standard, and the Regulations of May, 1793, made it 
weigh 190 894 grs. Tioy, 
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and accompanied the nuise i'll she leached the Punccss’s palace 
when she went in and seated the Youth in an out-of-the-way closet. 
Then she lepahed to her nurseling and said, “Rise up, O my 
lady, fov I have brought thee thy desire.” The Princess sprang 
to hci feel in a hurry and fluny, and fared till she came to the closet; 
then going in, she found lire Youth who had set down the Kunafali 
and who was standing in expectation of the nurse's telurn thaL 
he and she might wend homewards. And suddenly the Sultan’s 
daughter came in and hade the Youth be scaled beside hoi, anil 
when he took seat she clasped him to her bosom of her longing foi 
linn and fell to kissing him on the cheeks and lnoulh, ovet 
believing him to be a male masonlnnl, till her hot desire fov him 
was quenched. Then she gave to him twenty golden dinnis and said 
Vo him, “O my lord and coollh of my eyes, tlo thou come hither 
eve 13' day that we may take om pleasute, I and thou ” lie Haiti, 
“To bear is to obey”; and went forth from her hardly believing m 
Ins safety, foi he had learnt that .she was Lhe Sultan’s daughtci, 
and he walked till he reached the shop of his employer, to whom 
he gave the twenty dinars Now when the bakei saw the gold, 
affright and tenor entered his heart and he asked his servant 
whence the money came; and, when told of the adventure, his 
honoi and dismay increased and he said to himself, “An this 
case of 0111s continue, eilhei the Sultan will hear that Lliis youth 
piaeliselh upon his daughter, or she will prove in the family-way 
and Twill end in om deaths and the ruin of out countiy. The 
lad must quit this evil path” Thereupon quoth he to the Youth, 
“From this lime forwards do thou cease faring forth theiclo”; 
whereat quoth the other, “I may not prevent myself from going, 
and I dicad death an I go not.” So the man cued, “ Do wliatso 
may seem good to thee.” Accordingly, lire Prim css in male ailin' 
fell to going evciy morning and meeting the Sultan’s daughtci, 
till one day of the days she went in and the twain sat down and 
laughed mid enjoyed themselves, when lo and lichokl I Lire King 
entered. And as soon as he espied the Youth and saw him seated 
beside Ins claughlei, he commanded Inin be attcslcd and they 

arrested him-And Shahva/ad was suiprised by the dawn of 

day and fell silent and ceased to say hci peimilled say. Then 
quoth her sistci Dunya/ad, “How sweet is thy story’, O sistci 
mine, and how enjoyable and delectable!” QuoLli she, “And 
where rs this compared with that I would relate to you on the 
coming night an lire Sovran suffer me lo siuvivo?” Now when 
it was the next night and that was 
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Dunyazad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this our latter night 1 ” She replied:-With love 

and good-i\ill I It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
chicctoi, the lighl-guichng, lord of the rede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fail-seeming and worthy cclobiatmg, that when the 
Sultan enteied and saw the Youth sitting beside Ins daughtei he 
commanded him to be airested and they airested him ; they also 
seized the Princess and bound hei foreaims to her sides with 
stiaitest bonds. Then the King summoned the Linkman and 
bade him smile off both then heads, so he took them and went 
down with them to the place of execution. But when the tidings 
reached the Kunlfini he .shut up shop without stay and delay and 
lied. Ihesently the Sultan said in his mind, “Fain would I 
question the Youth touching his object in enteung hither, and ask 
him who conducted him to my daughter and how he won access 
to hei.” Accoidingly he sent to bung back the twain and 
imprisoned them dll night-fail : then he went m to his liaiem 
and caused his daughters pci son to be examined, and when they 
inspected her she pioved to be a puie maid. This made the King 
tnatvel, for he supposed that the Youth must have undone her 
vnginity; so he sent for him to the piesence, and when he came 
he considered him and found him laiiei even than his daughter ; 
nay, far exceeding her in beauty and loveliness. So he cried, “ By 
Allah this be a wondious business I Verily my daughter hath 
excuse foi loving this Youth nor to my judgment doth she even 
him in chaims* not the less this affair is a shame to us and the 
foulest of stains, and needs must the twain be done to death 
to-monow morning 1” Heiewith he commanded the jailoi to take 
the youth and to keep him beside him and be shut up the girl 
with hei nurse. The jailor forthwith led Ins charge to the jail; 
but it so happened that its portal was low; and, when the Youth 
was oideiod to pass through it, he bent his blow downwards for 
casiei enhance, when his tuiband stiuclc against the lintel and fell 
ftom Ins head The jailoi turned to look at him, and behold, his 
haii was biaidcd and the plaits being loosed gleamed like an ingot 
of gold. He felt assuied that the Youth was a maiden, so he 
tcluincd to the King in all haste and huiry and cued, “Pardon 
O our loul the Sultan P* “Allah p.udon us and thee”; replied 
the King, and the man lejomed, “0 King of the Age, yonder 
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Youth is no boy j nay, he be a vngin gill." Quoth the Sultan, 
“What sayest thou?” .and quolh the olhei, “By the truth of Him 
who made thee ruler of the necks of His worshippers, O King of 
the Age, verily this is a maiden.” So he bade the pi i son-keeper 
bring her and set her in his presence, and he lelumcd with her 
light soon, but now she paced daintily as the gazelle and veiled hci 
face, because she saw that the jailoi had discovered her sex. The 
King then commanded them cany hci to the Ilaiun whither he 
followed her, and piesently, having summoned his daughter, lie 
questioned her concerning the cause of hot union witli the so- 
seemmg Youth Heicwith she related all that lud happened with 
pet feet truth: he also put questions to the Princess m man’s habit, 
but she stood abashed befoie him and was dumb, unable to utlei a 
single wotd. As soon as it was morning, the Sultan asked of the 
place where the Youth had dwelt, and they told him that he lodged 
with a Kmulfah-baker, and the King bade fetch the man, when they 
repoited that he had fled. Howevci, the Sultan was instant in 
finding him, so they went forth and sought him for two days, when 
they secured him and set him between the loyal hands, lie 
enquiiedinto the Youth’s case, and the othci leplied, “By Allah, 0 
King of the Age, belwoen me and him were no questionings, and 1 
wot not whence may be his otigin." The Monaich rejoined, “O 
man, thou hast my plighted woid for safety, so continue thy 
business as befoie, and now gang thy gait.” Then he tinned to 
the maiden and icpcatcd his enquiries, when she made answei, 
saying, “O my loid, my tale is wonclious and my advonlines 

marvellous.” “And what may they be?” he asked hci.-Am! 

Shahra?ad was surprised by the dawn of day and fell silent and 
ceased saying liei pcimittcd say. Then quolh her sister J)iinyns\id, 
“ How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sislei mine, and enjoyable 
and delectable 1 ” Quolli she, “And whcic is this eompaied with 
that I ivould 1 elate to you on the coming night an the Sovran suffer 
me to smvive?” Now when it was the next night and that was 

©!)t ©force IbmVCvctj mrt g>Cucnti>uhit|) Jftiflljt, 

Dunyazad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sislei, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that wc may cut shod 

the watching of this 0111 latlci night'” She leplicd:-With love 

and good-will ! It hath readied me, O auspicious King, the 
dnecloi, the right-guiding, lord of the lcdc which is benefiting and 
of deeds fau-sceuiing and worthy celebrating, that the Princess 
said 10 the Sultan, “I11 very sooth my tale is passing stiange "; and 
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he besought hei to lecount it. So she began to disclose the whole 
of lici history and the adventuies which had befallen her and her 
sisteis and then mothei; especially of the shipwreck in middle¬ 
most ocean and of her coming to land; aftei which she told the 
affaii of the Wa/ir burnt by hei sire, that traitor who had separated 
childicn fioni father and, biief, all that had betided them from fust 
to last. Healing het soft speech and hei sttange story the Sultan 
mai veiled, and his heai t inclined hei wards; then lie gave her in 
cliaige to the Palace women and conferred upon her favouis and 
benefits. But when he looked upon hei beauty and loveliness, hei 
bulliancy and peifect grace, he fell deeply in love with her; and his 
daughlci, healing the accidents which had happened to the 
Princess’s fat hei, ciied, “By Allah, the stoiy of this damsel should 
be chronicled in a book, that it become the talk of posterity, and be 
quoted as an instance of the omnipotence of Allah Almighty; for He 
it is Who paifeth and scatteieth and leuniteth.” So saying she took 
her and catriccl hei to her own apartment, wheie she entreated her 
honouiably, and the maiden, after she had spent a month in the 
Palace, showed chaims grown two-fold and even moie. At last one 
day of the days, as she sat beside the King’s daughter in her 
chamber about eventide, when the sun was hot after a sultry summet 
day' and hei cheeks had flushed rosy led, behold! the Sultan 
enteied, passing tlnough the 100m on his way to the Harem, and 
his glance undesignedly 1 fell upon the Princess who was in home 
gem, and he looked a look of eyes that cost him a thousand sighs. 
So ho was astounded and stood motionless, knowing not whether to 
go or to come; and when his daughter sighted him in such plight 
she went up to him and said, “What hath betided thee and biought 
thee to this condition?” Quoth he, “By Allah, this gnl hath stolen 
my senses fioni my soul: I am fondly enamouied of her and if 
thou aid me not by asking her in maaiage and I fail to ived Jier 
'twill make my wits go clean bewildeied.” Theieupon the King’s 
daughlci returned to the damsel, and drawing neat her, said, “0 
my lady and light of my eyes, indeed my father hath seen thee in 
thy deshabille and lie hath hung 2 all his hopes upon thee, so do not 
thou conliaiy my words 1101 the counsel I am about to offer thee.” 
“And whaL may that be, O my lady?” aslced she; and the other 
answcied, “My wish is to many thee to my sire and thou be to 
him wife and he be to thee man.” BuL when the maiden heaid 

r In text "Gliayi Wir’d.” or “Min gliayr Wir’d.” Lit. without previous 
nincemcnl: much used in tins text for suddenly, unexpectedly, without design 

2 The leader will have lcmarkcd the use of the Arnhic " Alaka —lie hung, 
sv 1 uc. 1 l with its bi.nu.hcs greatly resembles the Lat. piinJ^re. 
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these woids she wept with bitter weeping till she sobbed aloud and 
cned, “Time hath mastered us and deciecd sepaiation • I know 
nothing of my mothei and sis lens and father, an they be dead 01 on 
life, and whether they were drowned 01 came to ground; then how 
should I enjoy a biidal f&te when they may be in modal sadness 
and sorrow?" But the othei ceased not to soothe hoi and anay 
fair woids against her and show hei fondly friendship till liei soul 
consented to wedlock. Piesenlly the othei bioughl out to her what 
habit befitted the occasion, still com foiling her heart with pleasant 
converse, 1 after which she canied the tidings to her she. So he 
sent foithnght to summon his Lords of the leign and tliandees of 
the realm, and the knot was tied between them twain; and, going 
in unto her that night, he found her a hoard wheiefiom the spell 
had fieshly been dispelled, and of his longing foi hei and his 
desue to hei he abode with hei two se’nnights, ncvei going forth 
fiom her or by night or by day. Hei cat the dignitaiics of his 
empire wete soie vexed foi that theii Sultan ceased to appeal 
at the Diwan and deal commandment between man and man, and 
his daughlei went in and acquainted him thcicwilh, He asked 
her how long he had absented himself, and she answoicd, saying, 
“Knowest thou how long thou hast tairied in the Palace?” wlieieto 
he replied, “Nay.” “Pouiteen whole days,” cried she; whcieupon 
he exclaimed, “By Allah, 0 my daughter, I thought to myself that 
I had spent with hei two days and no 11101 e.” And his daughtoi 
wondeied to licai his woids. Such was the case of the cadctlc 
Princess; but as icgards the King, the father of the damsel, when 
lie foi gathered with the mothei of his tlnee daughlei s and she 
told him of the slupwieck and the loss of hei childicn lie delcimint'd 
to tiavel in senich of the three damsels, he and the Wa/.n habited 

as Daiwayshcs-And Shalna/ad was suipiiscd by the dawn of day 

and fell silent and ceased to say her peinnltcd say. Then quoth 
hei sistei Dunyazad, “ How sweet is Ihy story, 0 sislei mine, 
and how enjoyable and delectable 1 ” Quoth she, “ And where is 
this compaied with that I would lclalc to you on the coming night, 
an the Sovran suffer me to smvive?” Now when it was the next 
night, and that was 

QTfiwe ibmrtiicti anti (Eiflfjtictl) 

Dunynzad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, O my sisLci, an thou 
be othei than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut shoil 

1 Aiab ” Mm nl-M.ilabis,” plm. of “ MaUxis”— anything plcnsanl nr enjoy¬ 
able ; as the plui.il of “ MiIIkiP’^cIicss, gainicnl, it cannot liue apply. 
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the watching of this our lattei night!” She replied:--With 

love and good-will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
director, the right-guiding, lord of the rede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fail-seeming and woithy celebrating, that the Sultan 
tesolved to travel in search of his chikhen (the three damsels), 
he and his Wazir habited as Darwayshes So leaving the govern¬ 
ment in chaige of his wife, he went foith and the twain in their 
search fust visited the cities on the seaboaid beginning with the 
nearest; but they knew not what was concealed fiom them in the 
woild of the futuie. They stinted not travelling tor the space of 
a month till they came Lo a city whose Sultan had a place hight 
Al-Dijlah, whctcupon he had built a Palace. The Darwayshes 
made for it and found the King sitting in Ins Kiosque* accom¬ 
panied by two little lads, the elder eight years old and the second 
six. They drew near to him and saluting him offered their 
services and blessed him, wishing him length of life as is the 
fashion when addressing loyalties ; and he leturned their greetings 
and made them draw near and showed them kindness; also, when 
it was eventide he bade his men serve them with somewhat of 
food. On the next day the King fared foith to Tigris-bank and 
sat in his lOosque together with the two boys. Now the Dar¬ 
wayshes had hired them a cell in the Khan whence it was their 
daily wont to issue forth and wandei about the city asking for 
what they sought; and this day they again came to the place 
wheicm sal the Sultan, and they maiveiled at the fair ordinance of 
the Palace. They continued to visit it eveiy day till one day 
of Lhc days the two went out, nccoidmg to their custom, and 
when enteiing the Palace one of the King’s cliildien, which was 
the youngei, came up to them and fell to considering them as 
if he had forgotten his own existence. This continued till the 
Dai wayshes rctiicd to their cell m the caravanseiai whither the 
hoy followed them to cany out the Secret Purpose existing in 
the All-knowledge of Allah. And when the two sat down, the 
Sultan’s son went in to them and fell to ga/ing upon them and 
solacing himself with the sight, when the cldci Danvaysh clasped 
him to his bosom and fell to kissing his cheeks, mai veiling at Ins 
semblance and at his beauty; and the boy in his turn foigot lus 
father rind his mother and took to the old man. Now whenas 
night fell the Sultan retiied homewards, fancying that his boy 

1 i.e “The Tigi is ” (Iliil-dckcl), with which the Egyptian writer seems lo he 
impelfcctly acquainted. See nights xvm. and dcccxwiii. 

2 The word, as usual misapplied in the West, is to he traced through the 
Turk. Kushk (pram Kyi'ishk) to the Pcrs. " Kushk ”=an upper chambei. 
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had foiegonc him to his molhei while the SuMnah fancied that 
her child was with his fathei ; and this enduied till such time as 
the King had entered the Hat cm. But only the elder child was 
found there, so the Sultan asked, “ Wheie is the second boy?” 
and the Queen answcied, “ Day by day thou lakest them with 
thcc to Tigris-bank and thou bnngcst them back; but to-day 
only the elder hath returned.” Thereupon they sought him but 
found him not, and the molhei buffeted hei face m grief for 1 km 
< bild and the fathei lost his right senses. Then the high officials 
fared forth to scaich for their King’s son and sought him from 
early night to the dawn of day, but not finding him they deemed 
that lie had been drowned in Tigns-watcr. So they summoned 
all the fishermen and divers and caused them to drag the liver 
for a space of font days. All this time and the boy abode with 
the Darwayshes, who kept saying to lmn, “Go to thy father ami 
thy molhei”; but he would not obey them and ho would sit 
with the Fakirs, upon whom all Ins thoughts weie fixed while 
thens weic fixed upon him. This lasted till the fifth day when 
the dooi-keepcr unsummoned cnteied the cell and found the 
Sultan’s son sitting with the old men; so he went 011L luiuicdly, 
and lepauing to the King cried, “O my Sovran, thy boy is with 
Lhose Danvayshes who were wont daily to visit thee.” Now when 
the Sultan heaid the portci’s words, he called aloud to his 
Eunuchs and Chatnbcilams and gave them lm oidcis , when they 
tan a race, as it were, till they entered upon the holy men and 
earned them ftom their cell together with the boy and sol all 
four 1 before the Sultan. The King exclaimed, “Vcuily these 
Danvayshes must be spies and their object was to cany off my 
boy”, so lie took up his child and clasped him to lus bosom 
and kissed him again and again of his yearning fondness to him, 
and picsently he sent him to his mother who was well-nigh fiantic. 
Then he committed the two Fakiis (with commands to deeapilate 
them) to the Linkman, who took Lhem and bound then hands and 
bated then heads and fell to crying, “This be his xewaid and the 
least of awaids who tuinelh tiaitor and kidnappeth the sons of 


1 Four including tlic door'keeper. The Ihirw.ryshes weie suspected of kid¬ 
napping, a practice common in llie Fast, especially with holy men I have noticed 
in my 1 ‘ilgt image (vols, li. 273, iii 327), that both at Meccah and at Al-M.idmuli 
Ihc cheeks of babes me decorated with llie locally called “Rlnsldh”- LhiiT 
parallel gashes cli.awn by Ihc barbel with (he ra/or down the fleshy poiticm ol cadi 
clieek, from Llie exterior angles of llie eyes almosL to llie roi 111*1 s ol the mouth 
According to the cilbens, this “ Tashilt” is a modem practice distinctly opposed 
to llie doctrine of Al-Islam ; but, like the tattooing of git Is, it is intended to save 
the children from being earned off, foi good luck, by kidnapping pi I gums, 
especially Pcisians. 
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the Kings”; and as he ciied, all the citizens great and small flocked 
to the spectacle. But when the boy heaid the pioclamation he 
went forth in haste till he stood befoie the elder Danvaysh, who 
was still kneeling upon the rug of blood, and threw himself upon 
him at full length till the Giandees of his fathei foicibly removed 
him. I hen the executioner stepped forwaid pin posing to strike 
the necks of the two old men, and he raised his sword-hand till 
the dark hue of his arm-pit showed, 1 and he would have dealt 
the blow, when the boy again made for the elder Fakir and threw 
himself upon him not only once, but twice and thrice, preventing 
the Swotdci’s stroke, and abode clinging to the old man. The 
Sultan cried, “This Danvaysh is a Sorcereri" But when the 

tidings reached the Sultanah, the boy’s mother, she exclaimed, 

" 0 King, needs must this Danvaysh have a stiange talc to tell', 
foi the boy is wholly absoibed in him. So it is not possible to slay 
him on this wise till thou summon him to the presence and question 
him. I also will listen to him behind the curtain, and thus none 
shall hear him save our two selves.” The King did her bidding, and 
commanded the old man to be brought. So they took him from 

under the swoid and set him beloie the King-And Shahiaznd 

was surprised by the dawn of day and fe\\ siVerft and ceased saying 
hei permitted say, Then quoth her sister Dunya/ad, “IIow sweet 
and tasteful is thy tale, O sister mine, and enjoyable and delectable!” 
Quoth she, “And wheie is this compaicd with dial I would iclaie to 
you on the coming night an the Sovian suffei me to survive ?” Now 
when it was the next night and that was 

5EI)f ffibxcc iDimhrch nab JBigK 

I)unya/ad said to her, “Allah upon thee, 0 my sistei, an thou 
he other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut shoit 

the watching of this our latter night!” She replied-With 

love and good-will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
dnccloi, the nght-guiding, lord of the lede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fan-seeming and wotlhy celebudmg, that at the King’s 
bidding they look up the Baku who was still kneeling under the 
glaive, and set him before the King who bade him be seated. 
And when lie sat him down, the Sultan commanded all who were 
in the presence of Eunuchs and Chambeikuns to withdiaw, and 

1 The lmu being shaven or plucked and showing the darker skin. I11 the 
case of the axilla-pile, vcllicalion is the popular process sec niglu dccccxx\u 
Iimopcans who do not adopt this essential part of cleanliness in hot countries arc 
looked upon as impute by Moslems. 
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they vdthdicw leaving the Sovian with the old ldigious. But the 
.second Daiwaysh still knelt in his bonds tmdei the suoid of the 
Swoider who, standing avet against his head, kept looking foi the 
royal signal to strike. Then cued the King, “O Mendicant, what 
drove thee to take my son, the cote of my hcait?” He replied, 
“By Allah, 0 King, I took him not for mine own pleasure, 
but he would not go from me and I Ihtcatciicd him, withal he 
showed no fear till this destiny descended upon us," Now when 
the Sultan hcaid these words his head softened to the old man 
and he pitied him, while the Sultanah, who sat behind the curtain 
fell to weeping aloud. Presently the King said, “0 Danvaysh, 
relate to us thy history, for needs must it be a singuku ”, but the 
old man began to shed tears and said, “ O King of the Age, I 
have a marvellous adventuie, which weie it giavcn with necdlc- 
gtavers upon the eye-coinei.s weie a warning to whoso would he 
warned.” The Sultan was suipiised and replied, “What then 
may be tlvy history, O Mendicant?” and the other rejoined, “O 
King of the Age, I will recount it to thee. 1 ” Accoidingly he told 
him of his kingship and the Wazii templing his wife and of her 
slaying the muse, the slave-giils, and the eunuch; but when he 
came to this point the Sultanah ran out in baste and hmiy from 
behind the curtain and rushing up to the Danvaysh thiew herself 
upon his bosom. The King seeing this maivclled, and in a fmy of 
jealousy clapped hand to hilt, ciying to the Faith, “This be most 
unseemly behaviour'” But the Queen lophed, “Hold thy hand, 
by Allah, be is my father and I am his loving daughtei ‘ ; and she 
wept and laughed alternately 2 all of the excess of hci joy 1-Ieient 
the King wondered and bade icleasc the second leligious and ex¬ 
claimed, “Sooth he spake who said:— 

Allah joincth the parted when think the twain * With funiesl thought 

nc'ci to meet again." 

Then the Sultanah began recounting to him the history of her 
sire and specially what befell him from his Wazir; and he, when he 
heard her woids, felt assured of then truth. Presently he bade them 
change the habits of her father and of his Wa/cn and dress them 
with the dress of Kings; and he set apart for them an apartment, 
and allotted to them nations of meat and dunk; so extolled be 
He who disuniteth and reuniteth) Now the Sultanah in question 
was tire youngest daughter of the old King who had been met by 

1 Here ft hide abbreviation lias been found necessary : “ of no avail is u twice- 
told tale.” 

2 The nearest approach in Eastern Inlcs to Western hystencs. 
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the Knight when out hunting, the same that owed all his fair 
fortunes to her auspicious coming. Accordingly the father was 
assured of having found the lost one and was delighted to note her 
high degree; but aftei burying with her for a time he asked per¬ 
mission of his son-in-law to set out in quest of her two sisters and he 
supplicated Almighty Allah to leunite him with the other twain as 
with this fust one, Thereupon quoth the Sultan, “It may not be 
save that I accompany thee, for otherwise haply some mishap of 
the world may happen to thee.” Then the three sat down in 
council debating what they should do, and in fine they agreed to 
travel, taking with them some of the Lords of the land and 
Chamberlains and Nabobs They made ready and after three 
days they marched out of the city-And Slmbiazad was sur¬ 

prised by the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased to say her 
pel nutted say. Then quoth her sister Dunyazad, “How sweet is 
thy stoiy, O sister mine, and how enjoyable and delectable 1 ” 
Quoth she, “ And where is this compared with that I would ielate 
to you on the coming night an the Sovran suffei me to survive? ’* 
Now when it was the next night and that was 

©fje ©Due fyunfauv null (EigDU'-cutout! 

Dunyazad said to hei, “Allah upon thee, 0 my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish foi us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this our latter night!” She leplied:-With 

love and good will 1 It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
director, the ught-guiding, lord of the rede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fan-seeming and woilhy celebiating, that the old King 
marched foitU the city accompanied by his son-in-law and his 
Wazir, after the Sultan had supplied his own place by a Vice¬ 
regent who would carry out his commandments. Then they 
tinned to travelling in quest of the two lost daughters and stinted 
not their wayfarc for a space of twenty days, when they diew near 
a city lofty of base, and, finding a spacious camping plain, theieon 
pitched their tents. The time was set of sun, so the cooks 
applied themselves to getting ready the evening meal and when 
.suppei was served up all ate what sufficed them, and it was but 
little because of the tiavails of travel, and they nighted in that site 
until morn was high. Now the luler of that city was a Sultan 
mighty of might, polent of power, and exceeding in energy; and 
lie was surpused to heai a Chamberlain report to him, saying, “ 0 
King of the Age, after an eventless night, early this morning we 
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found outside thy capital tents and pavilions with standards and 
banners planted ovei against them, and all this after the fashion of 
the Kings.” The Sovian replied, “There is no help but that to 
these cications of Allah some requiiement is heic: however, we 
will learn their tidings.” So he took horse with his Grandees and 
made for the ensigns and colours, and drawing near, lie noted 
gravity and majesty in the anay and eunuchs and followers and 
sei ving-mon standing ready to do duty. Then he dismounted and 
walked till he approached the bystanders, whom he greeted with 
the sal am. They salatn’d in return and lcceived him with most 
honourable reception and highmost respect till they had introduced 
him into the royal Shahtniyilnah ; when the two‘Kings lose to 
him and welcomed him and he wished them long life in such 
language as is spoken by Royalties ; and all sat down to converse 
one with other. Now the Lord of the city had warned his people 
befoic he fared forth that dinner must be prepared; so when it 
was mid-foienoon the Fandsh-lolk 1 spiead the tables with trays of 
food and the guests came forward, one and all, and enjoyed thcii 
meal and were gladdened. Then the dishes were earned away 
for the servants and talk went round till sunset, at which time the 
King again ordered food to be brought and all supped till they 
had their sufficiency. But the Sultan kept wondering in his mind 
coming to us!” and when night fell the stiangers prayed him to 
and saying, “ Would Heaven I wot the cause of these two Kings 
return home and to icvisil them nc\L morning. So he farewellcd 
them and fared forth. Tins lasted three days, during which tune 
he honoured them with all honour, and on the fourth lie got toady 
for them a banquet and invited them to his Palace. They mounted 
and repaiied thither, when he set bcfoic them food ; and as soon 
as they had fed, the tiays were removed and coffee and confections 
and sherbets were served up and they sat talking and enjoying 
themselves till supper-tide, when they sought permission to hie 
campwmds. But the Sultan of the city swaie them to pass the 
night with him; so they returned to their session till the fatlici of 
the damsels said, “Let each of us tell a tale that our waking horns 
may be the moie pleasant.” “Yes,” they replied, and all agreed 
in wishing that the Sultan of the city would begin. Now by the 
decree of the Dccreer the lattice-window of the Queen opened upon 
the place of session and she could see them and hear evciy word 
they said He began, “By Allah I have to relate an adventure 


i A Lcnt-piteller, body-servant, etc. See night dcxxxviii The Word is still 
populai in PeisiiL 


Stoty of the Three Sisters a?id their JJ,other. 469 

which befell me and ’tis one of the wonders of our time ” Quoth 

they, "And what may it be?”-And Shahrazad was suiprised by 

the dawn of day and fell silent and ceased saying her permitted 
say. Then quoth hei sister Dunyazad, "How sweet and tasteful 
is thy tale, 0 sister mine, and enjoyable and delectable 1 ” Quoth 
she, "And where is this compaied with that I would relate to you 
on the coming night an the Sovian suffer me to suivive?” Now 
when it was the next night and that was 


STljc GCfjcee tyunHvett nnU Bifffjt, 

Dunya/ad said to her, "Allah upon thee, 0 my sistei, an thou be 
oilier than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this our latter night I” She replied:-With love* 

and good will! It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
diiector, the right-guiding, lord of the lede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fail-seeming and worthy celebrating, that the Sultan of the 
city said, " In such a year I had a malady winch none availed to 
medicine until at last an old woman came to me bearing a tasse 
of broth, winch when I diank caused health to return to me. So 
I bade her biing me a cupful cveiy day, and I drank it till after 
a lime I chanced to ask hei who made that broth, and she 
answeied that it was hei daughtci. And one day I assumed a 
disguise and went to the ancient dame’s house, and there saw the 
girl, who was a model of beauty and loveliness, brilliancy, symmetric 
statine and peifcct giace, and seeing her I lost my heart to 
her, and asked her to wife. She answered:—How can I wed \ I 
sepaiatcd fiom my sisteis and patents and all unknowing what 
hath become of them?” Now when the father of the damsel'; 
heaid these words teais rolled down his checks in rills, and he 
lcmembcied his two lost gnls and wept and moaned and com¬ 
plained, the Sultan looking on in astonishment the while j and 
when he went to his Queen he found her lying in a fainting fit. 
Hereupon he ciied out hei name and seated her, and she, on coming 
to, exclaimed, "By Allah, he who wept befoie you is my very 
father: by Him who created me I have no doubt theieofI” So 
the Sultan went down to his fathei-in-law, and led him up to the 
ITarcm, and the daughter rose and met him and they threw their 
aims round each olhei’s necks, and fondly gieeted each other. 
After this the old King passed the night lelating to her what had 
befallen lum while she lecounled to him whatso hath bedded her, 
fi0111 fust to last, wheieupon their lejoicings increased and the 
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father thanked Almighty Allah for having found two of his three 
children. The old King and his sons-in-law and his Warn ceased 
not to enjoy themselves in the city, eating and dunking 1 2 and 
making ineity for a space of two days, when the father asked 
aidancc of his daughters’ husbands to seek his third child that the 
gcneial joy might be perfected. This request they giantcd and 
resolved to journey with him , so they made their preparations for. 
travel and issued foith the city, together with sundry Lords of the 
land and high Dignitaries, all taking with them what was required of 
lations. Then travelling together in a body they faced the march. 
This was then case , but as regards the third daughter (she who 
in man’s attire had served the Kundfah-bakci), after being married 
to the Sultan his love lor her and desnc to hei only increased 
and she cohabited with him for a length of lime. Hut one day of the 
days she called to mind her parents and her kith and kin and her 
native country. So .she wept with sorest weeping till she swooned 
away, and when she lecoveted she rose without stay or delay, and, 
taking two suits of Mameluke’s habits, patiently awaited the fall of 
night, Presently she donned one of the diesses and went clown to 
the stables, where, finding all the grooms asleep, she saddled her 
a stallion of the noblest sliain, and, clinging to the neai side, 
mounted him. Then, having supplicated the veiling of the Vcilei, 
she faicd under cover of the gloom foi hei own land, call unwecLing 
the way, and when night gave place to day she saw herself amidst 
mountains and sancls; nor did she know what she should do 
ITowevci, she found on a lull-flank some remnants of the late nun, 
which she (hank: then, loosing the girths of her horse, she gave 
him also to dunk, and she was about to take her rest in that place, 
when, lo and behold r a lion big of bulk and mighty of might diew 
near her ami he was lashing his tail 3 and ioaring thunderously, 

-And Shalna/ad was suipii-sed by the dawn of clay and fell 

silent and ceased to say hei permitted say. Then quoth hei sister 
Dunyazad, ‘‘How sweet is thy stoiy, O sister mine, and how 
enjoyable and delectable I ” Quoth she, “ And wheie is this 
computed with that I would lelate to you on the coming night 
an the Sovian suffer me to survive?” Now when it was the next 
night and that was 


1 The amount of eating ami clunking in Lins talc is phenomenal, ln.it, [ lepi'at, 
Arabs enjoy reading of '* meat and chink ” almost as much ns Englishmen. 

2 Arab wiiters always insist upon the symptom of rage which distinguishes 

the felines fiom the canines ; but they do not believe that the cud of the tail has 
a sling. 
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Dimyazad said lo hei, “Allah upon thee, 0 my sister, an thou 
be other than sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this our latter night!" She icplied:--With 

love and good will! It hath 1 cached me, 0 auspicious King, the 
dil'CCloi, the light-guiding, lord of the iede which is benefiting and 
of deeds fair-seeming and worthy celebiatmg, that when the lion 
advanced lo spving upon the lhmeess who was habited as a Mame¬ 
luke, and mslicd to lend her in pieces, she, seeing her imminent 
pelil, spiang up in haste and baled her blade and met him brand 
in band, saying, “Or be will slay me or I slay him." Cut as she 
was hearty of head she advanced till the two met and fell to fight 
and stiuck aL each other, but the lion waxed furious and gnashed 
his tusks, now retreating and now circuiting around her and then 
returning to fiont his foe puiposing to claw her, when she 
heaitcned her hciut and without giving gtound she swayed her 
sabie with all the foice of her forearm and struck tlni beast between 
the eyes and the blade came out gleaming between his thighs and 
he sank on caith hfe-fodoie and welteimg in his goie. Piesently 
she wiped her scymitai and returned it to its sheath, then, diawing 
a whittle she came up to the carcass intending to skin it for her 
own use, when behold, theie towered from afai two dust-clouds, 
one fiom the light and the other fiom the left, whereat she with- 
diew fiom flaying the lion's fell and applied hciself to looking out. 
Now by the decicc of the Decreer the first dust-cloud appioachmg 
licr was that laised by the host of her father and his sons-in-law who, 
when they drew ncai, all stood to gaze upon her and consider her, 
saying in wondennenl one to other, “How can thus white slave (and 
he a meie lad) have slain this lion single-handed? Wallahi, had 
that beast cliaiged down upon us he had scattered us far and 
wide, and haply he had torn one of us to pieces. By Allah, this 
matter is marvellous l" But the Mameluke looked mainly at the 
old King whom lie knew to be his sue foi his heart went forth to 
him. Meanwhile the second dust-cloud appioachcd until those 
beneath it met the otheis who had foregone them, and behold, under 
it was the husband of the disguised Piincess and Ins many. Now 
the cause of this king matching foith and coming thither was this. 
When he entered the Palace intending for the T-Iarem, he found not 
his Queen, and he fared forth to seek her and presently by the 
dcciee of the Decreer the two hosts met at the place where the 
lion had been killed. The Sultan gazed upon the Mameluke and 
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marvelled at his slaying the monstei and said to himself, “Now weie 
this white slave mine 1 would shaie with him my good and slablish 
him in my kingdom.” ITeiewilh ihc Mameluke came forwai d and 
Hayed the lion of his fell and gutted him, then, lighting a flic he 
roasted somewhat of his flesh until it was sufficiently cooked, all 
gazing upon him the white and marvelling at the heartiness of his 
henrL. And when the meat was ready, he caivctl it and selling it 
upon ,a Sufi ah 1 of leather said to all p icscnt, “ Rismiltoh, cal, in the 
name of Allah, what Fate hath given to you!” Thcicupon all 
came fen ward and fell to eating of the lion’s flesh except the 
Pmiccss’s husband, who was not pleased to join them and said, 
“ By Allah, I will not cat of this food until I learn the case of this 
youth. 9 ” Now the Princess had lccognised hci spouse fioin the 
moment of his coining, but she was concealed ftom him by her 
Mameluke's clothing; .mcl he disappeared lime aftei lime, then 
returned to ga/e upon the while slave, eyeing now his eyes now 
his sides and now the twin of Ins neck ami saying privily m his 
mind, “Laud to the Lord who ciealcd and fashioned him 1 l)y 
Allah this Mameluke is the counteipart of my wife in eyes and 
nose, and all his foim and features are made likesl-like unto hers. 
So extolled be He IVho hath none similar and no equal! ” Tie was 
drowned in this thought, but all the vest Me till they had eaten 
enough then they sat down to pass the rest of their day and tlieii 
night in that stead. When it was dawn each and every cm veil 
leave to depart upon his own business ; hut the Princess's husband 
asked pci mission to wander in quest of her, while the eld King, the 
father of the damsels, deter mured to go forth with his two feons-rrv- 
law and find the third and last of Iris lost daughters’ '1 'boa the 
Mameluke said to them, “ O tnyloids, sit we clown, land you, foi 
the lest of the day in this place and to-monow I will navel with 
you.” Now the Princess for the length of her wanderings (which 
began too when the was a Utile one) had forgotten the semblance 
of bei sire, but when she looked upon the old King hor haul 
yearned unto him and she fell to talking with him, while he on 
Ins part rvhenevei lie gazed at hei felt a like longing and sought 
speech of hci. So the fust who consented to the Mameluke’s 
proposal was the sire, whose desire was naught save to sit beside 
her j then the lost also agreed to pass the day i epos in# in that 
place, for that it .was a pleasant mead and a spacious, garnished 

T The dicular leather which arts alternately piovision hag iiiul (able cloth. 
See nights wni , ccclix., dccchiv , and dccccxwiii 

- I hi wfusstl because he swspcetcsl sovaft tmk, ami wovsW inA bv on turns of 
bread and salt with the sti.mgei. 
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with giecn grass and blight with bourgeon and blossom. So they 
took seat there till sundown, when each biought out what victual 
he had and all ate their full and then fell to conversing; and 
picsenily said the Princess, “0 my IokIs, let each of you tell us 
a talc which he deeincth stiange." Her fathci broke in saying, 
“Veiily this lode be light and the fust to recount will be I, foi 
indeed mine is a rare adventure.” Then he began his histoiy 
telling them that lie was born a King and that such-and-such 
things bad befallen him and so forth until the end of his tale; 
and the Princess healing his woids was certified that he was 
hci sire. So presently she said, “And I too have a strange 

histoiy.''-And Shalnazad was surprised by the dawn of day 

and fell silent and ceased saying her peiniitled say. Then quoth 
her sislei Dunyarad, “How sweet and tasteful is thy tale, O sister 
mine, and enjoyable and delectable I” Quoth she, “And where 
is this compared with that I would relate to you on the coming 
night, an the Sovian suffer me to survive?” Now when it was the 
next night and that was 

Cfje Qflim Ijjimfcvetr tmij ©Ifi'fjtp-fiftl) jaiff&h 

Dunyazad said to her, “ Allah upon thee, O my sister, an thou 
be oilier limn sleepy, finish for us thy tale that we may cut short 

the watching of this out latter night 1” She replied:-With 

love and good-will! It hath reached me, O auspicious King, the 
director, the light-guiding, loicl of the lede which is benefiting 
and of deeds fair-seeming and worj-liy celobiating, that the Princess 
m Mameluke’s habit said, “And I too have a stiange histoiy.” 
Then she fell to lelating all that had betided her from the vciy 
beginning to that winch hath before been described; and when 
her father hcai d it lie felt assuicd that she was his daughter. So 
he arose and threw himself upon her and embraced her, and after, he 
veiled her face with a kerchief which was with him, and her husband 
exclaimed, “Would to Heaven that I also could forgather with my 
wife." Quoth she, “ Inslmllah, and that soon,” and she inclined 
to him after kindly fashion and said to hciself, “Indeed this be 
my Li Lie husband.” Herewith all resolved to march from that 
stead and they departed, the Princess’s spouse still unknowing 
that she was bis wife; and they stinted not faring till they entered 
the Sultan’s city and all made foi tlie Palace. Then the Princess 
slipped piivily into the harem without the knowledge of her mate 
and changed her semblance, when her father said to her husband, 
“I-Iic thee to the women’s apartment: haply Allah may show to 
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thee thy wife.” So he went in and found her silling in her 
own apartment, and he mat veiled as he espied hci, and chew 
near her and thiew his arms around hot neck of his fond love 
to hei, and asked hei concerning her absence. Thereupon she 
told him the truth, saying, “I went forth seeking my she and 
habited in a Mameluke’s habit, and 'twas I slew the lion and 
loastcd his flesh over the fire, but thou wouldst not cat thereof.” 
At these woids the Sultan rejoiced, and his rejoicings increased 
and all were in the highmost of joy and jollimcnt, he and her 
father, with the two other sous-in-law, and this endured foi a long 
while. But at last all deemed it suitable to revisit their countries 
and capitals, and each falewelled his friends and the whole party 
returned safe and sound to their own homes. 1 


r The story contains excellent material, but the wiitcr 01 the copier 1 ms 
“ scamped w it in two crucial points, llic meeting of die bereaved Sultan and bis 
wife (night ccchxvii ), and the finale where we miss the pulliclic conclusions or the 
Mac. and Jircsl. Edits. Also n t.onwmmon of this huiried dthioAinciil with the 
aitistic tableau of “ King Omni bin nl-Nu’umnn,” where nil the actors me mustered 
upon the stage before the cm tarn falls, measures, the chfleicnro between this MS. 
amt the printed texts, showing the superior polish aud finish of tire latter. 


END OF VOL. X. 
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NOTES ON SOME OF THE STORIES FROM THE 
WORTLEY-MONTAGUE MS. CONTAINED 
IN VOL. X . 1 

By W. F KIRBY. 


STORY OF TIIE SULTAN OF AL-YAMAN AND HIS 
THREE SONS (pp. 351-360 ). 

P. 356. — The hippopotamus has also been observed, at the Zoo¬ 
logical Gordons, to scattci his dung hi the manner desciibcd. 

L 1 . 359 -—is evident from the importance which the author at¬ 
taches to good birth and heredity, that he would hardly approve of the 
Socialistic custom, so prevalent in the East, of raising men of low 
birth to important offices of State. 

THE STORY OF THE THREE SHARPERS ( pp . 361-373;. 

P. 361.—In quoting the titles of this and other talcs of the Wortley 
Montague MS., in which tho word Ja’idi frequently occurs, Scott often 
wrote “labourer” or “artisan" instead of "sharper." The term 
“sharper" is hardly applicable here, for the fellows appear really to 
have possessed the knowledge to which they laid claim. The “ sharpers ” 
in this stoiy differ, much from such impostors as the Illiterate School¬ 
master (Mo 93, night cccciii.) who escapes from his dilemma by his 
ready wit, or horn European pretenders of the type of Grimm’s Dr. 
Knowall, who escapes from his difficulties by mere accident; or again 
irom our old friend Ma’aruf (No. ifiy), whose impudent pretensions and 
impostures are aided by astounding good luck. 

P, 364.— 1 This test was similar to that given to Ma’aiuE (vol viii, 
p iG), but there is nothing in the latter passage to show whether Ma’aruf 
had any ical knowledge of gems or not. In the present story, the 
incident of the wonn recalls the well-known incident of Solomon ordciing 
worms to pieicc gems foi Bilkccs, tho Queen of Sheba. 

P. 3G4.— English schoolboys sometimes play the “trussing game." 


1 Fm ill or notes illustiative of this and the succeeding volumes will be 
found 111 tho Bibliography in vol. xii. I frequently lefer to tales by their 
numbers in the Tablo in my Appendix in vol viii., ante, 
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Two l)oys have their wmla ami ankles tied together, and their arms arc 
passed over their knees, and a slick thrust nvci the anus and under the 
Knees, and they are then placed opposite each oLhei on the ground, and 
endeavour to turn each other over with their toes. 

P, 3G6, note.—Can the word Kashinav be a corruption of Kashmiri ? 

HISTORY OF MOHAMMED , SULTAN OF CAIRO 

(PP- 375~38‘lJ- 

p_ _ a few years ago, a travelling rncwigorio exhibited a pair of 

dog.fiiced baboons in Dublin as “ two monstrous gorillas I ” 

p 3 77 .—Ma'ai ill’s jewel has boon already refeuod to. The present 
incident more lcsomblcs the demand made by the King and the wazir 
bom Aladdin and Ins mother, though that was ftu more cxtiavaganl. 

pp. 378-79.—A mote teulblc form of Ihcso wedding </i,w//»m(ihs, is 
when the bridegroom is entrapped into nmuiago l>y an evil magician, 
and wakes in the morning to find the phantom of a murdered body in 
the place of Ms phantom bride, and to be immediately charged with the 
crime. Compare the story of Naordan and Gu/nlhoc (CayJns’ Oriental 
Tales; Weber, ii. pp. 632-837) and that of Motiia Kiniu (Gibb’s Story of 
jewtid, pp. 36, 75), mentioned in my Appendix in veil. viii. 

Pp. 380-81.—There is a Western story (0110 of Live lalost versions of 
which may bo found in Moore’s Juvenile Poems under the title of " Tile 
Ring”) in which a bridegroom on his wedding-day places the ring by 
accident on the linger of a statuo of Venus j tlio finger oIuboo on it, and 
Venus afterwards interposes continually between him and Ids bride, 
claiming him as her husband on the strength of U10 ring. Thu unlm- 
tunale husband applies to a magician, who sends him by night to a 
meeting of cross-roads, where a pioccssion, similar to that down died in 
the text, passes by. He presents the magician’s letters to the King (the 
devil in the mediaeval versions of the sloiy) who requires Venus to 
surrender the ting, and with it her claim to the husband. 

Ono of the most cm ions stories of these royal processions is, perhaps, 
the Lithuanian (or lather Sainoghitian) stoiy of 

THE KING OF THE RATS . 1 

Once upon a tune a rich fanner lived in a village near Knr/ian, who 
was in the habit of going into the wood late in tho evening. One 
evening be went back again into the wood very late, when he distinctly 
heard the name Ziukichs shouted. I-Ie followed the voice, hut could not 
discover whence the sound proceeded. 

On the next evening tho fanner went again into the wood, and did 
not wait long boforo he hoard the ciy repeated, but tills Mine much 
louder and more distinctly. On the third evening the fanner went again 


1 Vcckcnstodt, My then, Sagen unci Legenden tier Za 111 alien, ii, pp, iCo, 1G2 
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to the wood ; bat (his time on Va Ip urgis-night—the Witches’ Sabbath 
Suddenly he saw a light appear in the distance; then more lights shone 
out, and the light gicw stronger and stronger; and presently the farmer 
saw a strange procession advancing, and passing by him. In front of 
the procession ran a groat number of mice of all soils, each of whom 
earned a jewel in his mouth which shone blighter than the sun. Alter 
(hose came a golden chariot, drawn by a lion, a bear, and two wolves. 
Tho chariot shone like flic, and, instead of nails, it was studded with 
dazzling jewels. In the chariot sat the King of the Kats and his consort, 
both clad in golden raiment. The ICu.gofthe Rats wore a golden crown 
on his head, and his consort maishalied the procession. After the 
chariot followed a vast piocessioil of lats, each of whom carried a torch, 
and the sparks which 11 ew from the torches fell to the earth as jewels. 
Some of the rats were shouting “ Zurkiclis " incessantly ; and whenever 
a, lat uttered this cry, a piece of gold fell from Iris mouth. The 
procession was followed by a great number of fantastic forms, which 
collected the gold fiom the gioimd, and put it into laLgc sacks. When 
the farmer saw this he also gathered together as much of the gold 
and jewels as lie could reach. Presently a cock crew, and everything 
vanished. The fanner returned to his house, but the gold and jewels 
gave liiin a very tangible) proof that the adventure had not been a 
dream. 

A year passed by, aud on the next Valpiugis-night the farmer went 
back to tho wood, and everything happened as on the year befoie. The 
farmer became immensely rich Fiom the gold and jewels which ho col¬ 
lected , and on tho third anniversary of the Valpurgis-night he did not 
go to the wood, but remained quietly at homo. He was quite rich 
enough, and ho was afraid that some harm might happen to him in tho 
wood, But on the following morning a rat appeared, and addressed 
him ns billows : "Yon took the gold and jewels, but this year you did 
not think it needful to pay our king and his consoit the honour due to 
them by appealing before them during the procession in the wood ; and 
henceforth it will go ill with you." 

Having Urns spoken, the rat disappeared; but shortly alter wards 
such a host of lats took up their abode in the fanner's house that it was 
impossible for him to defend himself against them. The rats gnawed 
everything in the house, and whatever was brought into it. In lime the 
farmer was reduced to beggary, and died in wretchedness 


THE STORY OF THE SECOND LUNATIC (pp. 398-404;. 

This is a variant of "Woman’s Craft” (No. 184 of our Table), or 
“Woman's Wiles,” (vol. ix , pp. 341-348). Mr. L. C. Smithers tells 
me that an English version of this stoiy, based upon Langl&s’ translation 
(ef. my Appendix in vol, viii, sub "Siudbad the Sailor,”) appeared Iq 
the Literary Souvenir foL itf^r, under the title of “ Woman’s Wit." 
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pp. 400,405.—Concci ningthc Shikk and the N osn As, Lane writes (1001 
Nights, i., Intiod. note ?.i): “ The Shikk is another demoniacal v realm e, 
having the form of half a human being (like a man divided long], 
tndinally); and it is believed that the NesnAs is the ofTspiing of a Shikk 
and of a human being. The Shikk appeals to travellers ; and it was a 
demon of tills kind who lolled, and was killed by, 'Alkainah, the son 
of 5 $afwAn, the sou of Umoiyeh, of whom it is well known that ho was 
killed by a Jinnee. So says El-Kazwcencc. 

“ The NesnAs (above-mentioned) is described as resembling half a 
human being, having half a head, half a body, one arm, and one leg, 
with which it hops with much agility; as being found in the woods of 
Hl-Yomen, and being endowed with speech , * but God,’ it is added,' is all- 
knowing. 1 (EI-Kazwoencc in the kbnlinich of his work.) It is said that 
it is found in Iladiam6t as well as El-Yemen ; and that one was brought 
alive to El-Mutawokkil; it resembled a man in form, excepting that it 
had hut half a face, which was in its breast, and a tail like that of n 
sheep. The people of IhwlramAt, it is added, cat it; and its ilosh is 
sweet, It is only gouciated in then country. A mail who went there 
asserted that he saw a captinod NesnAs, which cried out loi meicy, 
conjuring him by God and by himself. (Mi-iAl cz-ZomAn.) A race of 
people whose head is in the breast is described as inhabiting an island 
called Jabeli (supposed to be Java) in the Sea of El-IIind or India; and 
a kind of NesnAs is also described as inhabiting the Island of Rtiij, in 
tho Sea of Es-Sccn, or China, and having wings like those of the bat, 
(Ibn El-Wardoo.) ” Compare also an incident in the story of Janshah 
(Night di.) and the description of the giant Ilaluka in Forbes’ trans¬ 
lation oF the Persian Romance of Halim Tai (p. 47): “In the course 
of an hour the giant was so near as to be distinctly seen in shape like 
an immense dome. He had neither hands nor feel, but a ficmumlmis 
mouth, situated in the midst of his body. He advanced with ail 
evolving motion, and horn his jaws issued volumes of llamo and clouds 
of smoke." When his reflection was shown linn in a minor, he burst 
with rage. 

1 may add that a long-tailed species of Afiican monkey (Ctirt-ojnlha us 
Py> WtoJioiiisJ is now known to naturalists as the NesnAs. 


1 

STORY OF THE BROKE-BACK SCHOOLMASTER 

(PP- +30-422;. 


I once heard a tale of two Irishmen, one of whom lowered the olhei 
ovet a cliff, piobably in search of the nests of sea-fowl. Piesontly the 
man at the top called out, “ Hold hard while I spit on my hands," so 
lie loosed the rope foi that purpose, and Ins companion incontinently 
disappcaicd with it. 
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STORY OF THE SPLIT-MOUTHED SCHOOLMASTER 

(pp. 422-424;. 


In Scott's 11 Stoiy of the Wry-mouthcd Schoolmaster” (Arabian 
Nights, vi. pp. 74-7s) the schoolmaster crams a boiling egg into his 
mouth, which the boy smashes. 


NIGHT AD VENTURE OF SULTAN MOHAMMED OF 
CAIRO (pp. 416-431 

P. 426.—Scott (vi. p. 403) makes the pioclarnation read, " Whoever 
presumes after the fust watch of the night to have a lamp lighted in his 
house, shall have his head struck off, Ins goods confiscated, his house 
lazed to llio gtound, and his women dishonoured.” A pioclarnation in 
such tenns undci the circumstances (though not meant seriously) would 
be incredible, oven in the East. 



